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Geotektonik – Global Tectonics



CHAPTER 3



Topography of mid-ocean ridges



the classical

textbook image



what a geologist can see



East Pacific Rise (EPR) ca. 26°S, not far from Easter Island

(image courtesy of Thomas Gebauer on R/V Sonne 1988)



the MOR landscape can be visualized based

on high resolution topographic mapping of

the ocean floor, using sonar systems



Topography of a “fast“ MOR

(EPR at c. 7°S; view over c. 160 km distance)



B. Haxby (1998);

Geophys.

Monograph 106



Topography of a “fast“ MOR

(EPR at c. 7°S; view over c. 160 km distance)



B. Haxby (1998);

Geophys.

Monograph 106



OSC



Topography of a “slow“ MOR

(South Indian Ridge at c. 116°E; westwards view

over 80 km distance)



about

1500 m

of relief



Topography of a “slow“ MOR

(South Indian Ridge at c. 116°E; westwards view

over 80 km distance)
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