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Why Revolutionary Sex Ed?

Revolutionary Student Movement (RSM)-Peterborough

demands and seeks to enable not merely progressive but

revolutionary sexual education. We reject the norms and

ideas of the capitalist state that condone and perpetrate

violence against gender-oppressed people. This requires

not only for us to have good individual practice but also to

reject the oppression caused by patriarchy, cis and heterochauvinism, and upholding a proletarian feminist line

through political organizing.

Society normalizes the false anti-people notions of male,

cis, and hetero supremacy and uses reductionist pseudoscience to defend its beliefs; however, we must criticize

and expose the roots of this oppression and understand

how patriarchy and capitalism work together to reproduce

these relations!

Smash the Cis-Hetero-Male Patriarchy!

Smash Capitalism!

Solidarity with Gender-Oppressed Peoples!

Some Key Terms

Trans*: A person for whom their sex and gender don’t

match that which was assigned to them at birth.

Cis: A person whose sex and gender match the one

assigned at birth.



Patriarchy: A system of structural oppression that

reinforces a hierarchy and is used to justify and

facilitate violence. Traditionally seen as male, but

hetero and cis patriarchies also exist in the current

society.
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This pamphlet was produced by the

Revolutionary Gender and Sexual

Education initiative Peterborough.



10



In Peterborough, this means actively opposing the groups

which through shame, stigma, and action try to prevent

access to medical services. These messages are not

neutral they lead to real violence and put gender

oppressed people more broadly at risk!



Who is the RSM?

Revolutionary Student Movement (RSM) is the Canadawide revolutionary, combative, militant, and anti-capitalist

student movement.

We align our struggles with those of the broader working

class. We are a movement guided by communist principles

that serve the people in their fight for emancipation from

the capitalist system. We organize proletarian students in

the interest of the revolutionary working class movement.

We are revolutionary, not reformist. We maintain our

independence from the bourgeois state, and we support

the peoples’ struggles against capitalism, imperialism, and

colonialism in Canada and internationally.



We will end exploitation, alienation, and all

oppressions by supporting struggles against

institutional and individual oppressions in their various

forms. We strive to support externally, and maintain

internally, a strong anti-racist, anti-fascist, antiableist, LGBTQ2S*-inclusive, and proletarian feminist

culture in both word and action.

Smash the Cis-Hetero-Male Patriarchy!

Smash Capitalism!

Solidarity with Gender-Oppressed Peoples!
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Queer: A reclaimed slur to define either gender or

sexuality used as an umbrella term for LGBTQ2S+

community.

Capitalism: A system where some own the means

of production, businesses, tools, and make money

from exploiting the labour of others, and the great

mass of people survive by selling their labour and

do not own their tools or the products they create.

Anti-capitalism: Opposition to the above system.



Sexuality isn’t separated from the rest

of life!

We recognize that our sexualities and

relationships are not independently revolutionary.

Being monogamous, or non-monogamous, queer

or straight does not make us revolutionary.

Instead, it is fighting for the total liberation of

oppressed peoples.

Many individuals lack the skills they need to

practice safe sex because they are taught to fear

or disregard tools that could keep them safe. This

is part of the logic of patriarchy. This logic

simultaneously teaches us that gender-oppressed

people are lesser for wanting to be sexually

fulfilled, and abnormal if they don’t desire sex.

It purveys notions that protected sex is less

enjoyable or that rejecting the sexual advances of

another person is not acceptable, particularly if

the one seeking to engage is a cis male. These

double standards routinely shame survivors and

blame them for the attacks they suffered, while

valorizing the “player” rather than calling them

out as a predatory individual.
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It purveys notions that protected sex is less enjoyable or

that rejecting the sexual advances of another person is not

acceptable, particularly if the one seeking to engage is a

cis male. These double standards routinely shame

survivors and blame them for the attacks they suffered,

while valorizing the “player” rather than calling them out

as a predatory individual.

We hold that only through a revolutionary change in

society can these dynamics be smashed. Currently we

have “gentler” patriarchy where support centers exist but

those who try to seek justice or protection are victimized

yet again and we ask what an individual “did” to get

assaulted rather than defend their control of their body.

These centres have a history of reinforcing cis and hetero

normativity.

Economic, social, and punitive forces exist to stop those

who need them from accessing sexual health services, or

shame them for doing so. This means that STIs may go

untreated, dangerous abortions are often done outside of

the health system, and trans people may be denied access

to the services they need.

As said before, simply giving the same oppressive state a

friendlier image won’t lead to liberation for genderoppressed people, only organized revolutionary political

action can do this. For this reason we need revolutionary

Proletarian Feminism.



N0 MRA Scum-Politics Welcome

The Men’s Rights Activists (MRAs) spread reactionary

garbage that says society is biased against men, and

that men are an oppressed social group.

Men are not an oppressed social group. Some men are

oppressed based on class, race, sexual orientation,

cis-patriarchy, or ethnicity, but that isn’t because they

are men.

In the patriarchal society in which we currently live,

men continue to hold power because of their gender

identity. To be oppressed they would have to face

systematic discrimination, violence, and repression.

Men, because they are men, do not!



As a community and as activists we need to stand

up against this harmful idea. This kind of logic

only achieves two things:

1. It excuses and even justifies the violence faced

by women and LGBTQ2S+ people on a daily

basis and then delegitimizes resistance as an

attack on men as opposed to defence and

liberation.

2. It hides the real ways in which men are

oppressed because of race, class, etc.



Proletarian Feminism



Your Body Your Choice!



We uphold a Proletarian Feminism, one that links the

struggle against patriarchy to the struggle against

capitalism. We recognize that some gender oppressed

people, because of their position within the social relations

of capitalism, may be oppressive of other people in

other social positions.



The right for gender-oppressed individuals to access

medical services is non-negotiable. Therefore it is the

responsibility of radical and revolutionary individuals

to advocate, organize, and defend access to these

resources.
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This starts with the transphobic and misogynistic

remarks and jokes in which women and all genderoppressed people are essentialized and dehumanized

as only sexual beings. It is the responsibility of each

and every one of us to confront these behaviours first

among our friends, family, and comrades.

Beyond eliminating this behaviour, we ourselves must

ensure that we reaffirm the humanity of oppressed

genders in our own sexual practice. This means

upholding a rigorous form of consent seeking,

whereby consent is not simply an affirmative

endorsement but also is built on ensuring that one’s

partner is aware that there is

an option of saying

“No” (even after previously

having said yes) and that

they can comfortably trust

their partner to respect this

choice.

This is a necessity given that

most victims of sexual

assault know their abuser,

and that often people are

victimized by their long-time sexual partners. This

means non-consensual activity can be normalized in

relationships where victims can justify a sexual duty

to their partner or be unsure of how to prioritize

respect for their own bodies.
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The patriarchy, like other forms of oppression, is not

only explicitly an external force against gender

oppressed peoples. It also produces an internal

mindset that can instill a lack of confidence in taking

control over one's own body. It is then the duty of

all sexually active people to use consent based

communication with their partners.



We recognize that some gender oppressed people,

because of their position within the social relations of

capitalism, may be oppressive of other people in other

social positions. We recognize that neither gender nor

class liberation will independently lead to the end of

oppression for all. Proletarian Feminists advocate for a

combative feminism that stands with proletarian

gender-oppressed peoples and defends their interests

over those of the bourgeois, those that own the means

of production. Only this position can lead to the

complete liberation of

proletarians and genderoppressed individuals.

“There are gender

oppressed people who hold

power, own and manage,

and whose life has nothing

to do with that of a Native

woman in Winnipeg, a

Filipina caregiver in Toronto,

a minimum wage worker in Montreal, or a single parent

in St. John.” (Proletarian Feminist Front)



Against Biological Determinism!

The reduction of sex to a male - female binary is not

supported by the lived experience of Trans People or

scientific investigation despite what is so often said.

When we consider these essentialist claims we find

them false:

1. “All people are male or female, biologically. This is

determined by our genes.”
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This is false. There are upwards of 6 different

combinations of sex chromosomes and moreover,

for some people their body doesn’t match what

their genes “say” they should be. There is no

biological male or female sex; only social

categories to which we assign individuals based

on equally social scientific categories.

2. “Our genitals determine what sex we are.”

No. How often do you see and know someone’s

sex by looking at their genitals? Never! You know,

or think you do, because society socializes us to

present ourselves in certain ways and to

recognize certain characteristics as male or

female. Moreover, human sexual anatomy is

incredibly diverse; genitals are not neatly divided

between male and female. Gender and sex are

social structures onto which we have assigned

certain biological characteristics, not the other

way around.



It isn’t the role of anyone else to assign them a

gender. Everyone else’s only job is to give them

respect and defend their ability to self-determine

as comrades and accomplices as they do yours!

As stated before, we have been socialized with a

false binary, this idea must be rejected!

4. “Trans people are dangerous and mostly

sexual predators.

Again this simply is not the case. To date there

has been nothing to back up this claim.

Moreover, trans individuals are at a significantly

higher risk of getting sexually assaulted.

These facts are no coincidence-the logic put

forward by conservatives creates false impressions

that try to devalue trans l This ideology says that

trans people are depraved, not real humans, or

simply untrustworthy but it must be exposed as

merely propaganda for the purpose of justifying the

transphobic state of society.



Rape Culture and why it must be smashed!

3. “Trans People are really whatever some doctor

assigned them. They are lying to you!”
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No! A trans woman is just as much a woman as a

cis woman. A trans man is as much a man as a

cis man. Others do not fit well into either of the

categories of male or female. Some people do not

identify as one or the other. They know who they

are - they are not confused. They are not a man

and not a woman; instead they would consider

themselves non-binary.



There is an unhealthy idea that somehow sexual

violence is a small issue and doesn’t impact many

people. Along with this comes false notions that

somehow if someone is assaulted it was their doing

and that preventing sexual assault is solely the task of

the victim. This is an incorrect notion that takes the

blame away from a culture that condones and enables

rape and sexual violence. Instead it is the

responsibility for the whole of the community to

ensure sexual violence is prevented.
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