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Only 55 years back, in 1960, the total population of the world was 3 billion which today
in 2016 is 7.5 billion. It took hundreds of thousands of years for the world population to
grow to 3 billion in 1960 – then in just 55 years, 3.5 billion people added to the world
population. The human population entered the 20th century with 1.6 billion people
and left the century with 6.1 billion. According to the UN estimates, it will rise to 9
billion by 2050.

To authenticate the facts and figures arising out of this trend of the dramatic growth of
the world population and the global warming, I am quoting here some excerpts:

The Independent –UK, 22 June 2015: “ Society will collapse by 2040 due to
catastrophic food shortages, says study…. based on plausible climate trends, and a total
failure to change course, the global food supply system would face catastrophic losses,
and an unprecedented epidemic of food riots..”.

Aljazeera.com, 15 August 2015: “Climate change 'set to fuel global food crisis ….
Global food shortages to become three times more likely due to climate change,
according to report by US and UK experts. …. With the world's population set to rise to
nine billion by 2050 from 7.3 billion today, food production will need to increase by
more than 60 percent and climate-linked market disruptions could lead to civil unrest”.

The UN –WFP reports: 1. Some 795 million people in the world do not have enough
food to lead a healthy active life. That's about one in nine people on earth. 2. The vast
majority of the world's hungry people live in developing countries, where 12.9 percent
of the population is undernourished. 3. Asia is the continent with the most hungry
people - two thirds of the total. The percentage in southern Asia has fallen in recent
years but in western Asia it has increased slightly. 4. Sub-Saharan Africa is the region
with the highest prevalence (percentage of population) of hunger. One person in four
there is undernourished. 5. Poor nutrition causes nearly half (45%) of deaths in children
under five - 3.1 million children each year. 6. One out of six children -- roughly 100
million -- in developing countries is underweight. 7. One in four of the world's children
are stunted. In developing countries the proportion can rise to one in three. 8. If women farmers had the same access to resources as
men, the number of hungry in the world could be reduced by up to 150 million. 9. 66 million primary school-age children attend
classes hungry across the developing world, with 23 million in Africa alone. 10. WFP calculates that US$3.2 billion is needed per year
to reach all 66 million hungry school-age children.

The World Bank: “The world needs to produce at least 50% more food to feed 9 billion people by 2050. But climate change could cut
crop yields by more than 25%. The land, biodiversity, oceans, forests, and other forms of natural capital are being depleted at
unprecedented rates. Unless we change how we grow our food and manage our natural capital, food security—especially for the
world’s poorest—will be at risk.”

Through this book “Poshak Shilpi”, I have tried to highlight that in this world of growing “distrust”, the actual enemies of the human
society is “poverty” and “climate change & natural calamities”, not the difference of caste, creed or color. In this context, I have
tried to echo the same belief that “mutual trust”, “tolerance”, “fellow-feeling”, “respect for human rights and dignity” together
with the plans, policies, strategies and efforts of the world bodies, governments, NGOs and the humanitarian people, can play a vital
role in facing these challenges of the catastrophic consequences. This book is a part of my motto: Let us find the Beauty and the
happiness in the Universal Diversity of the Human Society. Let us make Peace Prevail in the Earth. And with this motto and through
this book, I would like to keep raising a flag with the words: Love the People!!! Love the Earth!!!. Make it a Heaven for all!!!.

The Beauty of the Universal Diversity of the Human Society


