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2017 San Francisco Reduced Risk Pesticide List: 
Restrictions on “most hazardous” (Tier I) herbicides 

 
 (All Chris Geiger’s proposed changes since 1/9/17 have been incorporated and proposed deletions have been 
added. Dee Seligman’s proposed additions are highlighted in yellow; deletions are in red) 
 
Background 

The restrictions below were created in a public process by the San Francisco Department of the Environment 
Integrated Pest Management Program in close consultation with all City & County of San Francisco departments 
involved in land management activities, in keeping with the Precautionary Principle and Integrated Pest 
Management ordinances (Environment Code, Chapters 1 and 3). These restrictions apply only to “most 
hazardous” herbicides, defined here as herbicide products rated as “Tier I” using San Francisco’s Pesticide 
Hazard Screening Protocol. US EPA label restrictions take precedence and must be followed. All other uses of 
“most hazardous” herbicides require an exemption granted by the San Francisco Department of the Environment. 
 
Conditions of use for “most hazardous” herbicides 

 
General requirements 

1.  All treated areas postings must be clearly identify the area to be treated, be set up 
three days before treatment, and be identifiable for four days after the treatment. Postings should be 
placed in location(s) most likely to be seen by users of the treated area. Blue indicator dyes must be used 
for spray treatments except on golf courses or in cases where posting is not otherwise required. 
The use of blue dye must be noted on the posting. Dye must be mixed at a concentration that makes it 
clearly visible. 
2.  For treatment sites that cannot be readily described using the posting sign alone, a map showing 
the general location of expected treatment area(s) must be attached to the posting sign. 
3.  Contractors must be fully briefed and trained in the City’s San Francisco IPM program’s 
ordinance, requirements and policies. 

4.  Any application of ‘most hazardous’ systemic herbicides on City property within the City limits or 

at San Francisco International Airport must be under the direct supervision of a licensed person. A 
licensed person is defined for these purposes as a person possessing either an Agricultural Pest Control 
Advisor license, a Qualified Applicator License, or a Qualified Applicator Certificate issued by the 
California Department of Pesticide Regulation. “Direct supervision” means that the licensed person must 
be physically present at the site of application. 

5 The Integrated Pest Management Program will keep a log of operational violations of these 
restrictions, as well as of public complaints about degradation in landscape quality and of any staff 
complaints, as a webpage on its website.  

6.  Before application of any Tier 1 herbicide to address any “problem or degraded” area, city 

departments shall provide: 
a. above written record of the number of complaints from the public about said area; 
b. documentation of non-chemical methods tried and longitudinal study showing actual results of 

these attempted methods for the designated problem area.  
             7. City departments shall continue to provide to IPM an annual written summary of their 
reduction strategies to decrease pesticide use and quantify their success in such reductions to provide 
consistent information.  
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General prohibitions: 

5.  No use for purely cosmetic purposes. including turf areas as well as other managed landscapes. 
6.  No use within 15 feet of designated, actively maintained public paths. “Designated public paths” 
are walking paths that appear on park maps. If maps do not exist for a park, then “designated public 
paths” means paths that are actively maintained by City operations. If problematic situations arise near 
designated, actively maintained public paths, the required default response should be non-chemical 
treatment, such as regular trimming back of tree re-sprouts, or hand removal or organic approaches with 
invasive plants. Tier 1 herbicides are not to be used within the 15 ft. boundary. Caution for public health 
requires such a careful restriction.  
7.  No broadcast spraying using a spray boom is permitted, except for targeted treatments at 
Harding Park golf course in preparation for tournament play. 
8.  No use on the grounds of schools, preschools, or other areas frequented by children or childrens’ 
play areas (see attached list ), or within 15 feet of the boundaries of these areas. 
9. No use in areas restricted by the California Red-legged Frog Stipulated Injunction. 
10.  No use on blackberry (Rubus) plants when fruits are present. 
 
Allowed uses (exceptions to General Prohibitions above; only as method of last resort): 
12.  Areas falling under state or federal vegetation management requirements, including airport 
runways, utility rights of way and easements, dams, reservoir embankments, and watershed lands. If 
treatments are required within 15 feet of public paths in these areas, a physical demarcation must be 
erected around the treated area. 
13.  Cases judged by City pest management professionals as posing a significant public safety, public 
health or fire risk, for example, poison oak along popular trails or resprouting trees that constitute a fire 
hazard. If such treatments are necessary within 15 feet of a designated public path, a physical 
demarcation must be erected around the treated area. 
14.  Landscape renovations, provided that weed prevention measures are put in place and the treated 

area is fenced off for four days after treatment. "A landscape renovation is defined as a contiguous area 

of land where a significant amount of the existing vegetation is removed and replaced, with a minimum 
size of 500 square feet."  
 
15.  Invasive species that pose a proven threat to local, native, rare, threatened or endangered 
species or ecosystems, and which cannot be controlled by other means. The threat must be scientifically 
and reasonably verifiable. Tier 1 chemicals may be used only for plants classified as “high” in 
invasiveness by Cal-IPC. The preferred course of action should typically be stump grinding, not herbicide. 
If this method is not used, city departments must provide evidence of its unavailability for each incident. 
General Prohibitions from the above section apply to all treatments for invasive species.  
16.  Street median strips in situations where alternative control measures pose safety risks to 
applicators or the public 


