
Unset t l ing "Alt ar "  In t he Woods of  
Mor r is Township

 

About  Us

   For years, I've been interested in 
everything strange, weird, unexplained, 
and different. From weird denizens 
traipsing the streets of town, to mythical 
cryptid sightings of things such as the 
Jersey Devil and Bigfoot, if it 's beyond the 
pale, I'll take notice.

   For a while, I've been sending stories 
into New Jersey's beloved publication, 
Weird NJ. A number have been 
published, some have not, but I've always 
gotten a kick out of sharing strange 
content with a broader audience. 
Therefore, I thought it would be fun to do 
a Weird NJ-style "fanzine" on a MUCH 
smaller scale. The stories contained in 
these few pages will focus on interesting 
things in and around the area of 
Morristown, NJ. And by "interesting" I 
mean things that are slightly offbeat. For 
my first parlay into the strange, many 
stories will be ones which I have 
submitted to Weird NJ magazine and 
have been published; so if you read that 
publication, some articles will be familiar 
to you. Others may be news snippets 
that have been published by a news 
outlet, but for obvious reasons are 
included here. Still others will be about 
local historical spots which might not be 
so strange, but interesting regardless.

   I'm not sure if anyone will end up even 
reading this, but if you are, I hope I have 
provided a scintilla of enjoyment for you.     
If you would like to be added to our 
email list or submit a story or content 
for the next issue (if it even happens), 
please write to 
StrangeMorrisMag@gmail.com. 
Feedback is also welcome. Thanks!

Keith Seminerio

# 1

St r ange Mor r is
Documenting everything strange in the Greater Morristown area

   On a sultry, still summer afternoon, I was hiking a section of Patriots? Path in 
Morris Township with my young son and dog, like we had a number of times prior, 
when I came upon a peculiar discovery. As we strolled along a section in which the 
terrain to the left of the path slopes down, providing an easy vantage point from 
which to see a good distance, I 
spotted something of pure white 
about 35-40 feet down.

   Being raised Catholic, having 
had an old-school religious 
grandmother, and sitting through 
innumerable masses, I 
immediately recognized it as a 
statue of the Virgin Mary from 
behind; the outstretched arms 
under her garments being a clear 
giveaway. It didn?t seem to be 
directly on the ground but looked 
like it was perched on something, almost like it was levitating ever so slightly.

    Telling my dog to ?stay?, my son and I descended the slope as I grasped his hand 
tenaciously so he didn?t slip on the loose rocks leading down. Approaching the 
statue I saw why it was ?floating". It was arranged on a pedestal of deliberately 
stacked stones at the head of a large, flat rock that lay on the floor of the woods. 
Obviously, the rock was naturally there, perhaps settling sometime during the last 
ice age, but it struck me as so out-of-place that it conjured up images of a group of 
people placing it there intentionally for some arcane purpose, like a very modest 
Stonehenge.

    Mary was placed in a way in which she was presiding over the rock altar. If the 
?altar? had actually ever been used for 
something I really don?t want to know 
what for. But what?s most disconcerting 
to me is that somebody took the time to 
hike 15 minutes into the woods with a 
Virgin Mary statue and carefully place it 
on a slab that?s not even visible from the 
path.

   The most sinister aspect was the 
appearance of the statue. Somebody 
had smashed the head leaving only 
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what looks like two horns protruding from 
the top thus transforming the once angelic 
face and turning the whole thing into some 
grotesque-looking nightmare. To add to the 
effect, the remains of the fractured head 
were placed a couple of feet away on the 
rock face. Clearly, someone was purposely 
going for creepy. My son was fascinated 
with the idea of a statue in the middle of a 
remote area and wanted his picture taken 
with it. For me, the whole scene reaffirmed 
that weird things are magnified x1000 
when they dwell in the woods. I took a few 
photos  then promply left this most unholy 

sight.  

The Sor t ing Tree of  Mor r is

   Among one of my many journeys through the woods 
of this wonderful state, I recently came upon this tree in 
Jockey Hollow Top Preserve in Morris Township. 
Although it 's significantly off-trail, its gaping maw is 
quite conspicuous from a distance. Walking up to it my 
initial thought was that it resembled a jack-o'-lantern, 
but I knew I had seen that "face" somewhere before. 
Then it struck me - this was the Sorting Hat from the 
Harry Potter movies in tree form. I asked him what 
House I belonged to, but he wouldn't answer.

Devil 's Den

   Here's something interesting I came across on 
accident recently. I received an email related to 
local Morris County history and a number of 
pictures from The North Jersey History & 
Genealogy Center Digital Collections archive 
were attached. Most of them were of life and 
places of the area in the early 1900s. Although 
they were interesting, none was particularly 
out-of-the-ordinary - except for one. 

   One photo, with a date of November, 1908 was 
titled "Devil's Den." The only information from 
the archives is that it was taken in Mendham by 
Frederick V. Curtiss, a freelance photographer. A 
litt le further research turned up that Mr. Curtiss 
passed away in 1938. The photo shows a stream 
or river (the Whippany River or Upper Raritan?) 
flowing into what looks like some sort of cave or 
natural tunnel which must be the Devil's Den.   

   Although I know the area fairly well, I have no 
idea where the site of this photo is. And how did 
that particular spot get that sinister moniker? 
Multiple searches turned up nothing else for a 
Devil's Den in Mendham; the only reference I 
found to exist was the tit le of the photo from the 
archives which I have attached. Perhaps a reader 
has heard of this seemingly lost site and can 
shed some light on its history. 



St r a n g e  Ne ws

Ninja on t he Loose!

   As written by reporter Katie Kausch of 
Patch.com, Morris County Park Police 
responded to a call about a suspicious 
person after a ninja was spotted in a 
Morris Township park, police said.

   The ninja was seen in the Doe Meadow 
section of Lewis Morris County Park on 
Feb. 5th. Park Police found the ninja, and, 
after speaking to him, determined the 
situation was safe. There were no further 
reports on why this particular individual 
was dressed as a ninja, or, if in fact, he 
was a real ninja at all.

  

Superm an Keeps An Eye On The Jersey Devil

   Located right off of Picatinny Road on the property of Hill Haven Farm sits a small 

wooden hut. Everything looks normal until you peer inside of this structure. In there 
is a large, frightening wood carving of the Jersey Devil with a smaller metal sculpture 
of a bust of Superman looking at him with disapproving eyes from the windowsill.

   According to the farm's owner, a gifted wood carver once worked as an employee 
on the farm and did the carvings during his free time . He also carved a very large 
cobra which resides on another section of the property, but only Superman and the 
Jersey Devil can be seen without having to step foot on the private property. 

The Mobile Hom e

    

   Perhaps the third time is a charm. A 
122-year-old house on DeHart Street in 
Morristown will be moving for a third time 
to make room for a planned restaurant at 

the location. Its new location will be on 

Maple Street near Assumption Church and 
will be owned by Godby Realty. 

   The house's first move occurred in 2002 
when it was moved from nearby Pine Street 
to make room for an addition onto the 
Mayo PAC.  The house has been vacant for 
quite a while, but  Morristown residents are 
hoping it gets a litt le bit more love when it 
moves to its new and final(?) location. As of 
this writing, no moving date has been been 
set.

Bad Phot oshop Causes 
Uproar

   As per NJ.com, a picture of a 
border patrol agent puportedly 
frisking a man  on a 
Morristown street caused a big 
stir on March 1st. Nobody 
knows the origin of the photo, 
but  mayor Timothy Dougherty 
said that it was nothing more 
than a scare tactic caused by 
anti-immigration furor.

   The most interesting aspect , 
however, is that the Photoshop 
job is a particularly amateurish 
one, and it 's hard to see how 
many people were actually 
fooled by it.  

   


