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The Pierre Elliott Trudeau

Foundation is an independent and

non-partisan charity established

in 2001 as a living memorial

to the former prime minister by

his family, friends, and colleagues.

In 2002, with the support of

the House of Commons, the

Government of Canada endowed

the Foundation with the Advanced

Research in the Humanities and

Human Sciences Fund.
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The Foundation also benefits

from private donations. By granting

doctoral scholarships, awarding

fellowships, appointing mentors,

and holding public events, the

Foundation encourages critical

reflection and action in four areas

important to Canadians: human

rights and dignity, responsible

citizenship, Canada’s role in

the world, and people and their

natural environment.
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“In an era of proliferating social media and

virtual networks, the Pierre Elliott Trudeau

Foundation made its mark on 2016 by

using face-to-face connections to empower

a community of intellectuals thirsty for

new perspectives, for public debate,

and for sharing their knowledge for the

common good.



Whether working on human rights and

dignity, citizenship in Canada and the world,

or issues of the environment, the Foundation

has appointed scholars and fellows and

has crafted events that make its themes more

vibrant than ever.”

Françoise Bertrand, 2013 mentor



“The Foundation is an enriching and

challenging intellectual community which

exposes you to Canada’s leading minds who

share a commitment to using knowledge to

improve both Canada and the world.”

Kent Roach, 2012 fellow
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Introduction



Learn, Share,

Change



Friends of the Pierre Elliott

Trudeau Foundation will say

that we work on complex and

difficult issues. They will tell

you that we surround ourselves

with sophisticated minds.

Yet the Foundation’s ethos

is quite simple. It can be

captured in three small words:

learn, share, and change.

Learn

We are a learning organization. It runs in

our DNA: an authentic desire to deepen

study in the humanities and social sciences

and promote public discourse on issues

important to our collective future.

How do we achieve this? First, we bring

together scholars, mentors, and fellows

who expose each other to diverse, often

disruptive ways of seeing the world.

Next, we continually deploy new ways to

understand issues. Finally, we consistently

seek out lesser-known voices to enrich our

events with different points of view.



John McCall MacBain o.c.

Chairman of

the Board of Directors



Morris Rosenberg c.m.

President and

Chief Executive Office



Share

Sharing, exchanging, cross-fertilizing – 

the Foundation multiplies opportunities

for interaction among the thinkers and

practitioners of our intergenerational,

interdisciplinary, and cross-sectoral network.

The work of our community may vary,

but members of our network have these

things in common: they are eager to learn,

they want to test their ideas, and they

debate willingly with each other and a

broader public.

Within the academy, the Foundation’s

generous scholarships and fellowships

promote various means of sharing

knowledge, whether through cutting-edge

research or conferences that bring together

academics and practitioners.

Outside the academy, the Foundation

helps its grantees develop their skills for

broad societal engagement. We also reach

out to others – Indigenous communities,

public servants, business people, civil

society organizations – who have their

own knowledge and expertise to share.



Change

The idea of change is a powerful organizing

principle at the Foundation. First, we

support research that contributes to positive

change in the world. Next, the opportunity

to participate in our intergenerational,

intersectoral and multi-disciplinary

community changes people’s perspectives.

And finally, as a learning organization we

encourage experimentation. We accept

that some things will work, that others will

fail, and that we can learn as much from our

failures as from our successes.



The following pages contemplate how

this constant process of learning, sharing,

and changing materialized in 2015-2016.

They also describe the momentum that we

are achieving in our three targeted areas

of inquiry intended to foster collaboration

among scholars, fellows, and mentors:

water, energy, and food security; Indigenous

relations in Canada; and diversity, pluralism,

and the future of citizenship.

Moving forward, the principles of Learn,

Share, Change will continue to guide our

Foundation’s initiatives. We will regularly

explore new ways to work and to learn.

We will pursue our commitment to deepen

our own and Canadians’ understanding

of the world. And we will keep supporting

critical thinking and engagement across

the Foundation’s four themes: human

rights and dignity, responsible citizenship,

Canada’s role in the world, and people

and their natural environment.

This agenda may be ambitious, but in

a complex world, we believe it to be

more relevant than ever. We thank all the

members of our community – members,

directors, and staff; scholars, mentors,

and fellows; friends, partners, and donors

– for so generously contributing to the

Foundation’s success. And we invite other

individuals, groups, and organizations to

work with us to shape the future.
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About us



“I consistently look to include scholars

and fellows in our Big Thinking lecture

series on Parliament Hill and at

Congress. Why? Because they are a

delight to work with and are always at

the inquisitive edge of some of the

most crucial questions facing citizens

and policymakers. The Pierre Elliott

Trudeau Foundation is a valued partner

in our quest to celebrate and grow the

vital contributions of humanities and

social science scholars to building a

prosperous, inclusive and democratic

future for Canada.”

Gauri Sreenivasan, Director of Policy and Programs, Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences



“The Foundation’s willingness to

stand behind challenging and sensitive

research topics is unmatched.

I conduct research on children and

families affected by war, and its

intergenerational impact. For my

project, the Foundation fully supported

my initiative to include children born

of wartime rape as core members of

the research team, designing the

research, and collecting and analyzing

data. The Foundation defends and

champions what I think of as ‘scholarly

risk-taking’. As a researcher, to be

supported in this way is both unique

and meaningful.”

Myriam Denov, 2014 fellow



“There is no other organization who engages

past and present Canadian leadership

with Canada's future leaders currently in

universities throughout the world.”

Clarence Louie, 2014 mentor



“Through our conversations and by paying

attention to what has been unfolding in

Canada, both of my scholars have made

intentional efforts to revisit their expertise

to see how it can apply to the Indigenous

question in Canada. Their open-mindedness

and academic rigour is helping bring fresh,

up-to-date knowledge to bear on issues of

critical and timely public interest. It’s an

honour to work with them.”

Marie Wilson, 2016 mentor



“If you are looking for fresh ideas, curious

minds, and a drive for change, look no

further: Foundation scholars are the people

you need to meet. As a mentor, it’s been

a delight to guide them in the meanderings

of evidence-based policymaking and

connect them to networks that can use

their research.”



“I found my mentoring experience extremely

rewarding; it afforded me a unique window

into the universe of the Generation Y.

I gained additional perspectives on their

view of the world, of Canada and of the

commitment so many youth demonstrate

towards solving vexing global challenges.

It has been most inspiring.”



Jean Lebel, 2016 mentor



Marie-Lucie Morin, 2014 mentor



“The Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation was

instrumental in helping bring together over

50 leaders at a ground-breaking roundtable

supporting the human rights of LGBTQ2

people globally. We discussed Canada’s

role in LGBTQ2 rights abroad, how Canada

could better support LGBTQ2 refugees, how

civil society groups across Canada could

better partner with human rights globally

– the event would have been very different

without the Foundation’s support.”

Doug Kerr, project lead, Dignity Initiative



“This is an outstanding program that

matches practical experience with academic

study. Matching the the Foundation's

scholars with people with extensive

backgrounds in various fields makes the

learning outcomes more meaningful.”

Ken Georgetti, 2015 mentor
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About us



Our

Themes



Human rights and dignity

Among other questions, research would explore emerging fault

lines, the link between human rights, inclusion, economic equality

and political participation, evolving legal and cultural dimensions

of human rights and dignity. Possible lines of inquiry include

violence, poverty, health, education and nurture, employment,

intergenerational inequities as well as failures of recognition, failures

to act and failed actions.



The Foundation grounds its activities in four major themes

central to the life and work of Pierre Elliott Trudeau:

human rights and dignity, responsible citizenship, Canada

in the world, and people and their natural environment.

These themes are interconnected and encompass issues

of critical importance to people in Canada and abroad.

The Foundation community is committed to exploring these

themes through our Learn, Share, Change approach.



·	 Living conditions and

prospects of children born

of wartime rape in Africa’s

Great Lakes region: 2014

fellow Myriam Denov

·	 The rights and conditions

of transgender people

inside and outside prisons

in Canada and Brazil: 2015

scholar William Hébert



·	 End-of-life law and policy:

2015 fellow Jocelyn Downie

·	 The adverse effects of

child removal by the state

for mothers who use drugs

in Canada: 2015 scholar

Meaghan Thumath



·	 How empathy among

youth affects young people’s

concept of responsible

citizenship: 2015 scholar

Rebeccah Nelems

·	 Security issues in the wake

of the war on terrorism: 2013

fellow Kent Roach



·	 The relationship between

disability and citizenship

in nineteenth- and early

twentieth-century United

States: 2015 scholar

Caroline Lieffers

·	 How Arab youth experience

citizenship in Canada: 2015

fellow Bessma Momani



·	 Canada’s role in assessing

and addressing the domestic

and international impact of

mining activities on agriculture and food security: 2015

scholar Samara Brock

·	 How the evolution of

international law might allow

Canada to respond to climate

change in innovative ways:

2016 scholar Christophe

Campbell-Duruflé



·	 The use of science in global

health policymaking by

Canadian institutions: 2015

scholar Ben Verboom

·	 Strategic changes in the

Indo-Pacific and what they

mean for Canada: 2015

fellow Cleo Paskal



·	 How we can design

institutions to manage

rapidly changing natural

environments: 2015 scholar

Tahnee Prior

·	 Documenting the wealth

of Indigenous knowledge,

practices, and beliefs around

plants and the environment:

2015 fellow Nancy Turner



·	 Ways to cultivate public

conversations around

climate change and environmental justice: 2016 fellow

Catriona Sandilands

·	 Strategies for decreasing

Canada’s domestic carbon

emissions while continuing

fossil fuel extraction: 2014

scholar Nathan Lemphers



Responsible citizenship

Research on this theme might focus on political values and the

exercise of democracy, taking growing social diversity into

account. It would also be of interest to examine, from a historical

and comparative perspective, the institutional conditions for civic

involvement and corporate “good citizenship” practices. Research

might also centre on the notion of citizenship and how, in modern

societies, citizenship is being redefined in a growing number and

variety of political arenas.



Canada in the world

Research in this area might focus on strategies for addressing

challenges to global peace and security, global public health, the

environment and food security. It could focus on how international

law and global institutions should evolve to reflect the shift in global

power to emerging state and non-state actors. It is also concerned

with how to promote and protect Canada’s interests and values,

including pluralism and diversity.



People and their natural environment

Research on this theme may focus on environmental security at

the global level and on approaches for reducing the vulnerability of

ecosystems. It may examine issues of environmental justice. The link

between healthy ecosystems, communities and individuals would

benefit from more robust research. Other issues include climate

change, access to sustainable resources, green technologies, and

sustainable transportation strategies.



“For my cohort of scholars, it seems that

our research projects continuously straddle

the boundaries between the four themes

of the Foundation and intersect with one

another. We are fortunate to benefit from

such an environment, which allows us to put

our respective disciplines in dialogue with

one another to better address the pressing

social issues that matter to us.”

Christopher Campbell-Duruflé, 2016 scholar



“The Foundation’s focus on these important

themes, but more importantly on their

intersection is a strong testament to its

commitment to fostering leading scholarship

for a rapidly changing world.”

Cynthia Morinville, 2016 scholar



“The Foundation’s four themes cover issues

that can’t be done justice to without calling

on different disciplines and the views of

different stakeholders. This interdisciplinarity

is what makes the Foundation such a rich,

creative environment for innovation on

traditional research.”

Antoine Pellerin, 2016 scholar
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About us



Our

Community

This year, after a rigorous selection process, fifteen new

doctoral students (our scholars), five public intellectuals

(our fellows), and eleven accomplished Canadians from

various fields (our mentors) joined an innovative network of

academic interchange and public engagement committed

to the study of pressing social and public issues affecting

the future of Canada and the world. In 2015-2016, the

Foundation supported the work of 56 scholars, 12 fellows,

and 29 mentors.



Scholars



Alumni society



Partners



Our scholars are Canadian and foreign

doctoral candidates who are pursuing

research related to one of the Foundation’s

four founding themes. Our scholars

are outstanding students who are interested

in growing in a multidisciplinary learning

environment and in addressing important

questions for Canada and the world. For

more information, please refer to page 20.



Since its inception, the Foundation has

selected a total of 382 scholars, fellows,

and mentors, who together make up an

engaged and inspiring community. These

202 scholars, 117 mentors, and 63 fellows

are contributing their knowledge and

expertise to better understanding some of

the most fundamental and pressing social

and public policy questions facing Canada

in a changing world.



The Foundation also seeks out partners

– different actors whose engagement

is essential to understanding and making

progress on issues being examined by

our scholars, fellows, and mentors. The

Foundation supports partnerships to move

these issues forward.



Fellows

Our fellows are accomplished academics

and public intellectuals who are recognized

for their productivity, their commitment to

communicating their findings to the public,

and their ability to imagine innovative

solutions to some of the major issues facing

society. Fellows work on a fellowship

project, a three-year undertaking that is

in line with one or more of the Foundation’s

four themes and engages other members

of the Foundation community. For more

information, please refer to page 24.



Mentors

Our mentors are highly accomplished

and engaged Canadians from the public,

private, cultural, and not-for-profit sectors.

They work with our scholars, guiding

the next generation of Canadian and global

leaders. Mentors also provide a crucial

bridge between the research world and

other sectors. For more information, please

refer to page 28.



“Over the past 2.5 years, [my mentor] MarieLucie [Morin] has encouraged me to elevate

my public service ambitions, have far greater

confidence in myself, find creative ways

of combining academic research with my

policy interests, meet more policymakers,

be more audacious, and – perhaps most

important for me – not allow my (young) age

to deter me from trying to do things usually

reserved for more senior colleagues.”

Steven Hoffman, 2012 scholar



The Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation

Society brings together former scholars,

fellows and mentors who play an active

role in public and academic sectors. It’s

mandate is to foster productive and longterm relationships among all Foundation

community members, contribute to the

network growing momentum and drive

reputation as a source of innovative ideas.



For instance, our targeted-area-of-inquiry

projects, described below, work with actors

from communities, civil society organizations, the private sector, and government,

who share a deep interest in these issues.



Nurturing a community

Aside from direct financial support, the

Foundation invests in this interdisciplinary,

intergenerational, multi-sectoral network

through different mechanisms:

·	 We develop our members’ leadership

capacity

·	 We support a variety of learning events,

conferences, seminars, and workshops

·	 We convene events with individuals and

organizations with different points of view

·	 We expose our members to communities

across the country

·	 We support knowledge-sharing within

the academy

·	 We make knowledge accessible to the

public



“The [Pierre Elliott] Trudeau Foundation

scholarship offered something that no other

scholarship I know of does: a community

of scholars, established academics, and

mentors from outside of Academia to support

and push my research (at least three times

a year!) to have as significant an impact on

Canadian policy, communities, and society as

possible. These cross-disciplinary and crosssector conversations added breadth to my

knowledge about social issues in Canada,

but also crucial skills and knowledge about

mobilizing research findings.”

Danielle Peers, 2011 scholar, University of Alberta website



“A lot of the events that were organized 

[at the 2016 Summer Institute in

Whitehorse]– roundtable discussions, field

visits and so on  – were heavily invested in

creating spaces for local community actors,

from community-based groups to local

politicians including First Nations leaders,

to come tell us about their realities.”

William Hébert, 2015 scholar, University Affairs,

August 2016.
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Our annual conference



Our targeted areas of inquiry



The Foundation’s network loves nothing so

much as delving deeply into some of the most

challenging questions facing society today. Our

2015 annual conference, “Fail, Adapt, Innovate:

Institutions for a Changing Society,” did just that

in Ottawa in November 2015. This conference

probed some of the toughest challenges facing

local, national, and global institutions and

explored ways that institutions are adapting and

innovating as a result.



While we continue to support research

across the four broad themes, the Foundation

is multiplying its efforts to better equip its

community and the broader public with the skills

and knowledge required to better understand

and adapt to our ever-evolving society. One

of the ways we do this is through our targetedareas-of-inquiry initiative. The idea behind

this initiative was to choose a small number of

critical issues and deepen the knowledge and

engagement of members of the Foundation

community, whether as researchers, as leaders,

or as citizens.



In a special feature of the online magazine

Policy Options, six Foundation scholars who

had helped shape the conference analyzed

the discussions:

·	 2008 scholar Lilia Yumagulova reflected on

the challenge of massive change

·	 2010 scholar Amanda Clarke discussed ways

to modernize the public service

·	 2012 scholar Steven Hoffman noted

lessons learned from international agencies’

management of the Ebola crisis

·	 2007 scholar Leah Levac spoke of the need to

build relationships to achieve social innovation

·	 2012 scholar Michael Pal looked at the shifting

landscape of democratic participation

·	Scholars Zoe Todd (2011) and Aaron Mills

(2014) thought about the responsibilities of

Canadian research and policy to Indigenous

people and places



After consulting its community, the Foundation

resolved to support events and projects led

by Foundation community members in three

targeted areas of inquiry: water, energy, and food

security; Indigenous relations in Canada; and

diversity, pluralism, and the future of citizenship.



“The Targeted Areas of Inquiry is a new

approach that harnesses the previously

untapped potential of members of the

Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation and

external partners to leverage knowledge

and experience, work together and create

innovative solutions to some of today’s most

pressing issues. As a member of the review

committee, it has been an honour to witness

the depth, diversity and creativity of the

proposed projects. I look forward to seeing

the plurality of the outcomes.”



“Our TAI partnership with the Arctic

Institute of Community-Based Research

and Food Secure Canada arose out of a

collaboration at the 2015 Summer Institute;

we take seriously the importance of

engaging reciprocally with communities

where Foundation events are hosted.

Our project is particularly mindful of

Indigenous sovereignty as a key ingredient

for realizing a northern food system that

provides affordable, healthy, sustainable and

culturally relevant food for all.”



“The right question for well-meaning,

engaged institutions like the Pierre Elliott

Trudeau Foundation is never ‘What can we

do to fix their problem?’ but always ‘How

have they said we can support them to

fix the problem we’re implicated in? This

TAI project begins to revive aadizokaanag

(legends) that encode Anishinaabe law:

it does so by engaging each participant,

from youth to elder, in revitalizing

long-suppressed Indigenous systems of law

and constitutionalism.”



Lilia Yumagulova, 2008 scholar



Anelyse Weiler, 2015 scholar



Aaron Mills, 2014 scholar
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Delving Deeply



Water, Energy

and Food Security



One of the defining questions

of the 21st century will be

how to distribute resources

equitably and sustainably to

a growing and diverse global

population. New technologies,

economic development in

emerging countries, and

changing demographics are

just some of the factors that

must be considered when

tackling issues such as climate

change and food security.

It is for these reasons that

the Foundation chose water,

energy, and food security as

one of our three targeted areas

of inquiry. Addressing these

issues from fields as diverse

as urban planning, sociology,

geography, cultural studies,

and resource management, ten

current fellows and scholars

are using a multidisciplinary

approach to develop projects in

this area.



Food security



Climate change



Day in and day out, a significant portion

of the global population goes hungry.

2013 fellow Jennifer Clapp is helping tackle

the problem by considering how to foster

food security and sustainability in the

context of global trade. On 2 June 2016,

Clapp delivered a Big Thinking lecture

in collaboration with the Federation for the

Humanities and Social Sciences on how

to navigate the “global food fight.” Moving

beyond binary approaches that see

food security and economic interests in

opposition, she suggested ways that

collaboration might move food policy forward

in a constructive manner.



A leader in the field of environmental

humanities, 2016 fellow Catriona Sandilands

believes strongly that imagining a sustainable

future requires diverse and equitable

conversations about the present. Sandilands’s

project is based on the premise that stories

– the ones we tell, imagine, and create – are

crucial to the way we respond to problems

such as climate change. Sandilands aims to

generate conversations about climate

change among people across cultures and

disciplines to create respectful and challenging

narratives of all kinds, from traditional

stories to experimental fiction. These

narratives will be shared with a broad and

diverse audience to help imagine and move

us toward a sustainable future. When we

engage in exercises imagining a sustainable

future, deciding who will participate and

who will have a voice makes an important

difference to the outcome.



This positive approach was echoed by

2014 fellow Evan Fraser, who believes in

the responsibility of educating the next

generation. Fraser’s novel #foodcrisis:

A graphic novel about global food security

uses gripping story lines to inform high school

readers about the realities of rising food

prices, inequality, and climate change.

In May 2016, scholars Anelyse Weiler (2015)

and Sophia Murphy (2013) built on relationships established during the 2015 Summer

Institute to launch a project that seeks to

strengthen food security, food sovereignty,

and Indigenous sovereignty in Northern

Canada through north-south exchanges.

Working in partnership with the ArcticInstitute of Community-Based Research and

Food Secure Canada, Weiler and Murphy

are helping to ensure that members of

Northern communities can meaningfully

participate in dialogue about food and take

part in food-related decisions that affect

their lives.



2016 fellow Catherine Potvin believes in the

need to include Indigenous perspectives

in discussions on climate change. Potvin

plans to use her experience working with

Indigenous peoples to support Indigenous

climate change initiatives and to have these

initiatives considered by those formulating

Canadian climate change policy.

Seeking out Indigenous views and concerns,

as Potvin is doing, is important to the

Foundation. To learn more about the work

supported by the Foundation on Indigenous

relations in Canada, keep reading.



Meanwhile, 2014 scholar Tammara Soma is

focussing on the urban context of Toronto

to determine policy options that best address

the issue of food waste. Soma’s initiative,

the Food Systems Lab, calls on more than

40 organizations and community members

to work together to understand food waste

as a complex systems problem that must

be addressed through structural changes and

cross-sectoral collaboration.



“We'll have to cut back on waste. We'll have

to be more efficient with inputs such as

water and nitrogen and fertilizer. We will

have to be eating the kinds of food that

are ecologically efficient to produce. That

combination of strategies ultimately will

allow humanity the flexibility to address

climate change while feeding the world's

growing population.”

Evan Fraser, 2014 fellow, quoted in CBC News, 10 September 2016



“While there are numerous challenges in

Toronto, there is opportunity for change…

With the launch of the Food Systems Lab in

the City of Toronto, we hope to facilitate

intersectoral collaborations between policy

makers, industry, academia, civil society

and community to address the issue of food

waste.”

Tammara Soma, 2014 scholar, Food Systems Lab Design Brief,

November 2016.



“How can we represent, conceive

and promote stories about climate change

that are centred on social justice, equity,

and community resilience, addressing both

the immediate and the slower violences of

climate transformation?”

Catriona Sandilands, 2016 fellow, Storying Climate Change:

Narrative, Imagination, Justice, Resilience
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Delving Deeply



Indigenous Relations

in Canada



Indigenous relations in Canada

have been evolving steadily

over the past several years. The

final Truth and Reconciliation

Report was released in 2015,

a national inquiry into missing

and murdered Indigenous

women was launched in 2016,

and a multitude of local and

regional initiatives is gaining

traction around the country.

Despite these steps in the right direction,

much work remains. By naming Indigenous

relations in Canada one of its targeted areas

of inquiry, the Foundation is supporting

research and engagement on this issue.

Our goal in this regard is not just to address

injustice, as important as this is; we also aim

to educate ourselves and others, and better

appreciate the value of Indigenous contributions to our country.

Eleven current scholars and fellows

addressed this issue directly in 2015-2016,

working with First Nations communities

across the country and combining academic

research with such innovative methods of

interaction as social media and videogames.



Improving the conditions

of Indigenous people in Canada

Our mentors, scholars, and fellows are

working to improve Indigenous relations in

Canada in innovative ways. 2011 scholar

Zoe Todd coordinated #ReadTheTRCReport,

an assembly of videos featuring more

than 140 lawyers, activists, academics, and

journalists reading the Truth and Reconciliation

Report out loud. Todd’s project aimed to



“Recognition that Indigenous peoples

were founders of the nation must be

acknowledged in a formal, legal way. Only

then will there be a solid foundation for

Canada to reconcile its past and lay the

foundation for a new relationship with its

first peoples.”

Kathleen Mahoney, 2008 fellow, The Globe and Mail,

10 May 2016



encourage others to reflect on this crucial

document and find ways to apply its calls to

action to their own spheres.

Another scholar working to improve

the conditions of Indigenous peoples in

Canada is 2015 scholar Jen Jones. Jones’s

doctoral work seeks to understand how

ongoing legacies of colonialism persist or

are reproduced through the contemporary

governance of the mining industry and how

this might be addressed in assessments

of the health and wellness of Indigenous

communities in northern Canada.

And 2016 scholar Cherry Smiley is a First

Nations artist and activist whose research

focuses on ending sexualized male violence

against Indigenous women and girls.



Preserving and revitalizing

Indigenous knowledge

Much Indigenous knowledge has been

suppressed or lost, but members of our

community are working hard to help redress

this wrong. 2015 fellow Nancy Turner,

an ethnobotanist by training, studies the

relationship between First Nations and the

environment in western Canada.

Jesse Thistle, a 2016 scholar, is studying

the history of Métis people who live on road

allowances – makeshift communities that

were built on Crown land along roads and

railways on the Canadian Prairies in the 20th

century. Like other members of the Foundation

community, Thistle’s work is helping

preserve Indigenous knowledge and history

that risk being lost as elders age before

their stories are passed on.

2014 scholar Aaron Mills has begun work

with the Anishinaabe community of

Couchiching First Nation to revitalize

constitutional and legal systems that were



“We have one chance at this national inquiry,

and it will take great courage from all who

participate and engage with the inquiry to

say and hear what needs to be said and

heard. Hopefully, this inquiry will make us

angry, uncomfortable and frustrated;

hopefully, we will feel rage, despair and

sadness, as we clear room for healing,

safety, liberation and peace. This will not be

an easy process, but it is a necessary step as

we work toward reclaiming values of

collectivity, interconnectivity, honesty and

respect for all, including Indigenous women

and girls, the earth, sky, waters and all our

nonhuman relations.”

Cherry Smiley, 2016 scholar, on the National Inquiry into

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, Policy

Options, 11 October 2016



suppressed in the past. Aaron and his

colleagues – including 2003 fellow James

Tully and 2006 fellow John Borrows –

will work with Couchiching members to

revive the tradition of aadizokaanag

(Anishinaabe legends), an important site of

Anishinaabe law, and explore Anishinaabe

legal reasoning.



Imagining a better future

2014 fellow Jason Edward Lewis delves

into alternative models of society with his

Initiative for Indigenous Futures. A professor

of design and computation arts, Lewis runs

projects that empower Aboriginal youth

through storytelling and video game design.

His research-creation approach connects

Indigenous youth to their heritage, provides

them with the skills to be successful

creators, and encourages them to imagine

how they and their communities will look in

the future.



Mainstreaming Indigenous issues

Our work on Indigenous affairs does not

stop at supporting research on the topic. We

make sure to include Indigenous people’s

concerns and points of view at all our major

events. For example, each day of the 2015

Annual Conference, Indigenous rapporteurs

were invited to share their point of view of

the conference proceedings.

Research on and work with Indigenous

communities could easily fall under

the theme of diversity (see further).

Because Indigenous affairs is one of the

most pressing issues of our time, however,

we think it needs to be both looked at

individually and included in our discussions

about pluralism. Read on to learn more

about our community’s work on pluralism,

diversity and the future of citizenship.



“It is imperative that First Nations imagine

how our cultures will grow and evolve,

sustaining continuity with the past while

exploring new cultural configurations that

will enable us to not just survive, but thrive.”

Jason Edward Lewis, 2014 fellow, The Gazette, 29 April 2016
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