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Asia Learning Program



Temple of Heaven, Beijing, China



BASIC FACTS: CHINA

•



China is officially known as the People's Republic of China.



•



China has the largest population in the world, with over 1.3 billion people

(1,343,239,923) as of July 2012.



•



China is the 3rd largest country by area at 9,706,961 sq km (3,747,879 sq

miles).



•



Bordering countries include Afghanistan, Bhutan, Burma, India, Kazakhstan,

North Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia,

Tajikistan, and Vietnam.



•



The summit of Mt. Everest marks the border between China and Nepal.



•



There are many different languages spoken in China, including Mandarin,

Yue, Wu, Minbei, Minnan, Xiang, Gan and Hakka. Mandarin is the official

language



•



The capital city is Beijing, while the most populated city is Shanghai. Other

major cities include Chongqing, Shenzhen and Guangzhou.
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•



47% of the population lives in urban areas.



•



China experiences typhoons every year and also suffers from floods,

tsunamis, earthquakes and droughts.



•



China has the fourth longest river in the world, the Yangtze River, which

reaches 5,797km (3,602 miles) in length. It also has the sixth longest, the

Yellow River, stretching 4,667km (2,900 miles).



•



China is the second largest economy in the world, after the United States of

America.



•



In 2003, China became the third country to successfully send a person to

space.



•



The Great Wall of China is the largest man made structure in the world,

stretching an incredible 8,850 kilometers (5,500 miles).



•



The famous Giant Panda is found near the Yangtze River in China.



•



China hosted the 2008 Summer Olympic Games in Beijing.
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Asia Learning Program



BASIC FACTS: JAPAN

•



The Japanese name for Japan is “Nippon” which means “sun origin”.



•



Japan is an island nation surrounded by the Sea of Japan to the East and

the Pacific Ocean to the West.



•



Japan is made up of 6,852 islands.



•



The highest point in Japan in Mount Fuji, which stands at 3,776m

(12,388ft).



•



As of July 2012, the population of Japan is over 127 million

people(127,368,088), which is the tenth largest population in the world.



•



Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and also the largest city. Other major

cities include Osaka, Nagoya, and Sapporo.



•



Japanese is the official language of Japan.



•



Japan sits along the “Pacific Ring of Fire”, so it has many volcanoes and

experiences many earthquakes. In 2011, an earthquake of magnitude 9.0

hit Japan and created a tsunami which resulted in much devastation.
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•



Almost three quarters of Japan's land is either forest or mountains and is

difficult to be made into farms, industrial or residential areas.



•



Ancient warriors of Japan were known as Samurai. They were very skilled

fighters and swordsmen. Their main weapon was the Katana, a sharp sword

with a slight curve to it.



•



Due to gases produced by power plants, Japan sometimes suffers from acid

rain.



•



Japan produces some of the most technologically advanced motor vehicles,

electronics, and machine tools.



•



Japan is a world leader in robotics.



•



Some of the most well-known companies in the world are Japanese such as

Toyota, Honda, Sony, Nintendo, Canon, Panasonic, Toshiba, and Sharp.



•



Japan is home to many different forms of martial arts: Karate, Judo, Jiujitsu,

and Aikido to name a few.



•



Sumo is recognized as the national sport of Japan, although the most

popular spectator sport is baseball.



•



Japan hosted the 1940 and 1964 Summer Olympic Games, both times in

Tokyo. They also hosted the 1940, 1972 and 1998 Winter Olympic Games
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BASIC FACTS: KOREA

•



Korea is a 750-mile-long (1,200-kilometer-long) peninsula located in the

easternmost part of the Asian continent.



•



Today, the country is split into South and North Korea, but in the minds of

most of its citizens, it remains a single nation that cannot be divided.



•



North Korea occupies the northern part of the peninsula and South Korea

occupies the southern part of the peninsula.



•



On South Korea's Jeju Island high humidity and rainfall give rise to tropical

evergreen jungles. The peninsula is also surrounded by about 3,000

volcanic islands.



•



Archaeologists believe the ancestors of today's Koreans came from

Mongolia and Siberia.



•



The official name of South Korea is the Republic of Korea.
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•



South Korea has one of the strongest economies in Asia. Most of its wealth

comes from manufacturing and service industries, such as banking. It

exports ships, cars, computers, and other electronic items.



•



The capital of South Korea is Seoul. The capital city of North Korea is

Pyongyang.



•



The population of South Korea is about 48,846,823. As of 2012, there are

over 24 million people living in North Korea.



•



The official name of North Korea is Democratic People's Republic of Korea.



•



The official language of both North and South Korea is Korean.



•



The currency in South Korea is called the South Korean Won and in North

Korea it is known as the North Korean Won.
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BASIC FACTS: TAIWAN

•



Taiwan is an island state located in East Asia about 180 kilometres (110 mi)

off the southeastern coast of mainland China, which lies across the Taiwan

Strait.



•



It has an area of 35,883 km2 (13,855 sq mi). The East China Sea lies to the

north, the Philippine Sea to the east, the Bashi Channel of the Luzon Strait

directly to the south, and the South China Sea to the southwest. All are

arms of the Pacific Ocean.



•



The official name of Taiwan is Republic of China, not to be confused with

China's official name The People's Republic of China.



•



Because Taiwan once belonged to mainland China, it has been known by

different names throughout history. Today it is commonly referred to as

Taiwan, although in certain situations it is known as Chinese Taipei. For

example, it is the name under which it has competed in the Olympics

Games since 1984.
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•



The People's Republic of China (mainland China) does not recognize

Taiwan as an independent country, forcing Taiwan to use the name Chinese

Taipei in events where PRC is also present.



•



The capital of Taiwan is Taipei and the largest city is New Taipei.



•



Like China, the official language of Taiwan is Mandarin, although there are

several other languages spoken there.



•



As of 2013, there were over 23 million people living in Taiwan.



•



The currency of Taiwan is known as the New Taiwan Dollar.



•



Taiwan consists mostly of rugged mountains running in five ranges from

the northern to the southern tip of the island, and the flat to gently rolling

Chianan Plains in the west that are also home to most of Taiwan's

population.
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