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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

 The United States have been one of the biggest donors to the Republic of Macedonia with a
total amount exceeding 530 million US$ until present day.
 The biggest part of the assistance is channeled through USAID and intended for projects in the
area of democracy, education and economic growth.
 Since 2012, USAID has been partnering with Soros and allocating the majority of the
assistance to the Open Society Institute and other civil society organizations run or
controlled by Soros (app. 5 million US$).
 Soros and its proxies remain the main beneficiaries for the next 5-year USAID Civil Society
Project 2016-2021, amounting to 9.5 million US$.
 These are merely two of the larger grants which USAID has implemented through the Soros
Foundation. Numerous smaller grants, for various inter-connected organizations and media
outlets, span nearly the whole of Macedonian society, including economic analysis, youth
activism, agriculture, migrant issues, the judiciary…
 The same limited circle of organizations and people behind them, close to Soros, receive most of
the grants.
 These USAID funds are usually used through grants in the area of civil society and media and
aimed to support Soros objectives:
-

strengthening of ultra progressive and far left movements,

-

undermining the institutions and the policies implemented by the government,

-

creating a situation of complete control over the media and the public space,

-

bringing down the legitimately elected conservative government led by VMRODPMNE,

 With the final goal of establishing complete control over the country for Soros own benefit
and implementation of radical policies supported by this organization.
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2. UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE TO THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA –
GENERAL OVERVIEW
Since the declaration of independence from Yugoslavia, Macedonia and the United States have enjoyed a
constructive relationship as two partner countries. Officially establishing diplomatic relations in 1995, followed by
the declaration for Strategic Partnership and Mutual Cooperation in 2008 signed by the governments of the U.S.
and Macedonia, the United States proved to be a reliable and credible partner of the Macedonian people.
Throughout this period, the U.S. supported Macedonia’s efforts to increase economic freedom, implement
market driven reforms in the economy, promote the essential values of individual freedom, and improve
inter-ethnic relations in Macedonia, among others.
While the United States government through its embassy in Skopje offered political support, especially for NATO
and EU integration, the assistance to the average Macedonian was channeled through the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID). The assistance received improved the lives of ordinary Macedonian
citizens by expanding their market opportunities through WTO accession, giving internet access to every student,
reducing the costs of telecommunication services by assisting in breaking down the government established
monopolies. These are only a few out of many US supported projects that have improved the lives of
Macedonians, while at the same time, being non - ideological in their nature. Until present day, the overall amount
of assistance exceeds $530million.

Chart 1: US assistance to the Republic of Macedonia1
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USAID’s last Country Strategic Plan (CSP) for Macedonia covers the period 2011-2015. The overarching goal for
the 2011 - 2015 strategy is: “Macedonia — a democratic, educated, prosperous state that responds to the
needs of all citizens.” In support of this goal, USAID has set three primary objectives:

1

Greater Checks and Balances in Democratic Processes

Source: USAID official website, https://explorer.usaid.gov/cd/MKD?implementing_agency_id=1
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A Basic Education System that Better Prepares Youth for the Modern Economy and a Stable Democracy
Increased Job-Creating Private Sector Growth

Since this document represents USAID’s last defined strategy period in Macedonia, USAID has since continued
to engage in areas of past investment, including democracy, education, and economic growth to ensure
sustainability of reforms and progress in these areas. Its assistance today focuses on:






Deepening support for civil society and good governance,
Spanning the gap between labor supply and demand through coordinated workforce development
interventions,
Supporting the Macedonian Government's interethnic education efforts,
Fortifying implementation of enabling business legislation, and
Expanding renewable energy and energy efficiency initiatives.

While these pillars have been carefully chosen to meet the needs of the country, the means to achieve these
objectives in the past two years have been used to accomplish other goals by aggressively promoting progressive
ideas. In the implementation of its activities in recent years, USAID has favored cooperation with the Open
Society Foundation and other Soros-affiliated organizations which intend to impose progressive and farleft ideas by changing the reformist policies set in place by the conservative VMRO-DPMNE-led
government. VMRO-DPMNE has introduced series of reforms that support individual freedom and
responsibility, low taxes and regulation cuts, family-focused policies, free-market reforms, and prudent budgetary
conduct - all overwhelmingly supported by the Macedonian citizens which have granted the right a series of
successive electoral wins as the economy grew and unemployment plummeted from record heights reached under
these the social-democratic SDSM party. Soros-affiliated organizations have joined these former communists, now
rebranded as social-democrats in trying to discredit and eventually bring down the legitimately elected
Government.

3. PRIVILEGED COOPERATION BETWEEN USAID, OPEN SOCIETY
FOUNDATION AND ITS PROXIES
The cooperation between USAID in Macedonia and the Open Society Foundation was officially established in
2012. Since 2013, the Open Society Foundation became one of USAID’s “top 10 partners” in Macedonia.
The Foundation and other civil society organization that are its proxies (such as Macedonian Center for Civic
Education, Metamorphosis etc.) have been among USAID’s main beneficiaries in different areas and activities,
ranging from civil society and inter-ethnic issues, to media and elections.
While one of the main values advocated by Open Society Foundation and its affiliated organizations is
transparency, it is apparently not a principle that they apply to themselves. It is very difficult to find
information about the funds transferred by USAID and Open Society Foundation to other organizations,
the information published on different websites is not always consistent, and it is even more difficult to
understand what the objective criteria for allocating these funds are. Nevertheless, when comparing
different sources of information, it is obvious that very often it is the same organizations and same people
involved in more than one organization that seem to be the main beneficiaries.
The charts below present a graphic overview of the USAID funds officially allocated to the biggest civil society
organizations owned or controlled by Soros in Macedonia. In addition, a list of over 60 organizations financed
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and influenced by Soros can be found in appendix A. Appendix B on the other hand provides a more detailed
analysis of the biggest and most active organizations that received funding from Soros-affiliates and USAID alike.

Chart 2: USAID funds disbursed to the Open Society Foundation in Macedonia2

Open Society Foundation (in milions US$)
2
1,5
1
0,5
0
2013

2014

2015

2016

Chart 3: USAID funds disbursed to the Macedonian Civic Education Centre (Soros proxy)3
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Source: USAID official website, https://explorer.usaid.gov/cd/MKD?implementing_agency_id=1
Source: USAID official website, https://explorer.usaid.gov/cd/MKD?implementing_agency_id=1

6

Citizens’ Initiative - Macedonia
Chart 4: USAID grants to Soros proxies in Macedonia in the period 2015/2016
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4. EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES FUNDED BY USAID AND IMPLEMENTED BY THE
OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATION AND ITS PROXIES

Civil Society Project
On 27 February 2012, USAID – Macedonia and the Open Society Foundation - Macedonia sign a contract that
makes the Foundation the main implementing partner to USAID’s Civil Society Project4. The grant amounts to
2.540.000 US$, complemented by 278,120 US$ of Soros’ own money for a period of 30 months. It is
implemented through a series of sub-grants to civil society organizations. In 2014 the contract is extended and
amended and the amount is increased to 4,819,125US$ contribution by USAID, complemented by 522,588
US$ by Soros. The project is implemented in partnership with 4 other civil society organizations (Youth
Educational Forum; Forum – Center for Strategic Research and Documentation; Center for Civic
Communication; and Reactor – Research in Action), all of which have longstanding cooperation with the Open
Society and strong ties to the main opposition party (SDSM)5. For example, Forum includes a number of former
Government Ministers appointed by SDSM, while the Youth Educational Forum has frequently coordinated with
the SDSM party in organizing student protests.
This became all the more obvious with the calls for proposals in 2015 and 2016. Namely, since the beginning of
2015, Macedonia has been shaken by a series of protests, civil unrest, and destruction of the essentials of any
modern societies – freedom of opinion and private property. Behind all this was a series of organizations closely
affiliated to the Open Society Foundation that used any excuse necessary to pursue their goals. Within a year time,
the initially peaceful protests ended up in violence, intimidation, and the destruction of public property – the socalled Colorful Revolution.

4
5

More details about the Civil Society Project can be found in Appendix B.
See the analysis in Appendix B.
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It was notable how organizations and individuals that were the “face” of the protests were awarded grants through
the USAID Civil Society Project. Most of the grant-receiving projects pertain to topics related to the protests,
such as Citizens for Democratic Reforms, Culture for Civic Changes etc, and some of them even present
“creative ideas” on new protests that could be organized.
The photographs below were taken by media outlets during the protests in 2015 and 2016 when numerous
prominent Soros – activists and SDSM party members went on a violent spree to demolish as many public
and Government buildings as possible. The Office of the President was destroyed and nearly burnt down
(photo 1), the Justice Ministry as well as several other public buildings were demolished and had paint thrown on
them (photo 2). The last photo shows the opposition (SDSM) leader throwing paint at the Justice Ministry.
The protesters were paid by the same Soros-affiliated organizations, many of which have received some
type of funding by USAID’s civil society project. The leader of the so-called Colorful Revolution, Pavle
Bogoevski, prominent LGBT activist, member of the NGO Forum – financed both by Soros and USAID (shown
on the photos wearing a t-shirt saying he belongs to the “Soros-Army”), was elected as Member of Parliament on
opposition SDSM party ticket at the elections following the violent protests, which only underlines the close
cooperation between the Soros foundation and the former Communist political party.
“Coincidentally” the protests were organized at the peak of the big European migration crisis when huge groups of
migrants, 10-12.000 per day, tried to illegally cross the Greek-Macedonian border. The situation overstretched the
ability of the Macedonian law enforcement and security forces and left the country more vulnerable to different
kinds of threats. Despite the enormous need for increased police presence at the southern border, the police
forces had to be divided and deployed all over the country in order to keep the protests under control. At the
same time, Soros-funded activists at the border were helping the migrants by distributing maps showing
the least patrolled spots where they could cross the border illegally. In several instances, far left activists
coordinated with the Greek chapter of the Soros Foundation, tried to force their way through the Macedonian
police and the border fence, and in once occasion, an attempt by these activists to lead thousands of migrants
around the fence led to three women and men drowning in a border river.
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Opposition and Soros activists destroying public
property and attacking the police during their
violent demonstrations.
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Opposition and Soros activist
Pavle Bogoevski who went on to
become an SDSM MP at the elections
on 11 December 2016.
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Just before the beginning of the violent protests in 2014, Open Society Institute funded the translation into
Macedonian of the book by Saul Alinsky “Rules for Radicals”. The book which is actually a tactical manual
of subversion, provides direct advice for radical street protesters and proclaims Lucifer to be the first radical, was
promoted in Skopje, Macedonia’s capital and the public event was streamed online nationwide. Soon after, Soros
activists put theory into practice as they started what they called a “colored revolution” against the conservative
Government.
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Media
USAID is partnering with the Open Society Foundation and its partner organizations in the area of media as well.
The official goal of the projects is to encourage the creation of free and independent media, investigative
journalism and media reforms. Most of these funds are appropriated to online (news) portals, either existing or
newly created. Often times these online portals fabricate and publish fake news to advance a partisan agenda.
Most of the beneficiaries are actually funded and run by the same people and organizations mentioned
before as beneficiaries in the USAID Civil Society Project, whose positions align very closely to the socialdemocratic opposition party SDSM. In this context, American taxpayers money are used by these online
portals to promote far-left and progressive ideas set by Soros’ agenda which benefits this former
communist party. By doing so, USAID steps out of its main goal of providing assistance and development for
partner countries and instead blindly engages in promoting political favoritism set forth by Soros.
The scheme of the logos below makes obvious the link between the organizations funded by these projects,
USAID and Soros. Moreover, the brief analysis in appendix B reveals the connections between the people who
lead these organizations.
It is worth noting that the Media Development Center, one of the organizations that are jointly funded by the
Macedonian branch of the Soros Foundation Open Society and USAID is tasked with preparing media freedom
reports, which often rely on anonymous interviews with selected journalists, and not on quantifiable criteria such
as media market developments. The Center has been instrumental in pushing the grades for media freedom in
Macedonia steadily downwards, even though there is little difference in media balance compared to times when
SDSM was in office, and when Soros funded media watchdogs produced favorable reports. Through affiliated
international organizations, the Soros foundation has pushed a narrative that Macedonia is not free in terms of its
press and has given it unrealistic rankings (en par with countries like Mali in some instances). These reports, in
turn, serve to justify providing more and more external funding for media outlets that were set up by the Soros
foundation, creating a closed cycle in which USAID and Soros groups fund an ostensibly independent watchdog,
which prepares negative reports, which then lead to approval of more USAID funding for Soros media outlets to
off-set what is declared to be lack of diversity in media.
A realistic report on media
freedom would label Macedonia
as a typical Eastern European
country, with some issues, but
also as a country with a vibrant
media scene that offers diverse
views and opinions. But, that
would destroy the narrative and
would reduce the need for further
public funding of media outlets.
As a result of reports prepared by
the Media Development Center,
USAID and many European
Embassies in Macedonia support
various media programs, almost
inevitably on left leaning media outlets. USAID has extensively supported a left wing TV station owned by the
country’s largest gas station tycoon, as well as programs on a station owned by another major businessman, whose
12
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station also leans to the left. Dozens of news sites
have also been set up with USAID support to
engage in investigative or political reporting, and
invariably they have a left wing bias.
Through the Soros affiliated Metamorphosis
organization, USAID has funded several projects
such as Media Fact Checking Service. The first is
a version of David Brock’s Media Matters for
America – a news site to preparing reports on
news stories in media outlets, evaluating them on
various grounds. Vistinomer is another project
funded by Metamorphosis, and is the Macedonian version of PolitiFact, checking the veracity of statements by
politcians. In both instances, considering the public funding they receive, the projects should evenly evaluate news
items and political statements on the left and on the right. But, in reality, considering the open political bias of
Metamorphosis, they concern themselves almost exclusively with news items from conservative outlets and
statements of politicians from the right. It is almost unheard of for these two sites to criticize a news report on a
left leaning outlet or to label a statement from an SDSM politician as untrue.
USAID has also extended generous funding to attempts to produce late night comedy shows akin to Saturday
Night Live (and just as biased) and political debates which regularly feature 3-4 left wing commentators in a
shouting match with a sole conservative, if one is even invited. These projects are regularly scheduled on the
Telma TV station, which is the main outlet on the left (its director was notable for having Che Guevara as his
Facebook avatar). No comparable support is
given to conservative media outlets.
It is common that journalists who receive
USAID funding through the Soros
foundation promote the notion that it means
that they, and their favored SDSM party,
enjoy the political support of the US
Embassy. SDSM politicians and affiliated
journalists would regularly turn to the
legitimacy ostensibly given by the support
they have from the Obama administration, would dramatically announce any visit by a higher level US diplomat to
Macedonia such as Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland as a “punitive expedition” against the
conservatives, and would ask (and often receive) public support from the US Ambassador for political solutions
that favor their positions. Even though USAID funded programs contain a disclaimer at the end, seeing the
USAID logo after reading or watching
With the beginning of the 2015/2016 political crisis, news outlets that receive their funding from USAID and the
Soros foundation adopted a threatening posture toward conservative politicians and media outlets, repeating
SDSM party issued threats. It was common for journalists and social media commentators that receive USAID
funding to engage in online harassment campaigns, with messages such as “tick tock boom” and “you are
finished” aimed at people on the other side of the ideological divide.
This has led to numerous attacks on conservative media outlets, such as weekly Republika, the Kurir news site and
the Radio Free Macedonia. A crew by Sitel TV was attacked duringan SDSM rally. Months later, SDSM leader
Zoran Zaev openly declared a number of TV stations and newspapers to be his “enemies”.
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The US Embassy and the numerous media watchdog organizations it funds have remained silent after these
attacks, while at the same time, regularly reacting after instances with left leaning journalists would report that they
were threatened verbally. This leaves the
impression that attacks against conservative
outlets can continue unpunished.
A particularly nasty feature of the left wing
journalists funded by Soros and SDSM is
the gleeful reporting following the death of
conservative commentators or supporters.
One of the most notorious journalists who
has received Soros funding, Sashe
Ivanovski, would post such comments after
two elder journalists and diplomats who
were considered closer to the right, have
died, and even after the death of Roma
singing legend Esma Redzepova. (the title
of the article reads: One regime whore less!)
Institutionally most troubling in the media
activities supported by USAID and the
Soros foundation is their pressure to
introduce balanced reporting or neutral reporting rules, even in private broadcasters. During the talks to prepare
the 2016 elections, which were overseen by US Ambassador Jess Baily, SDSM demanded that control over the
Media Agency is given to them and to Soros NGO groups, including with it the right to shut down news outlets
that they will deem “unbalanced”. A half way solution was made to ensure SDSM eventually takes part in the
elections, with strict monitoring extended to 100 days, and a five member committee of political appointees set up
to vote on whether to issue financial fines to TV
stations. Two SDSM appointed members of the
Committee were also employed in Soros funded media
watchdog sites or in news sites funded by diplomatic
missions, while the deciding, third voice, by a
candidate nominated by ethnic Albanian parties, had
the NGO he works included in a 9,5 million USD
grant provided by USAID shortly before the elections
(picture taken at the presentation of the latest USAID
grant: decisive third voice in the Media Committee
Lulzim Haziri sits in the center, while Filip
Stojanovski, one of the heads of the Soros affiliated
Metamorphosis group is on the right).
The three votes who in this way directly received funding through Soros, voted more than a dozen times to fine
exclusive conservative outlets, citing in cases the “tone of voice” of a journalist and “submitting harsh questions
to an SDSM representative”. This comically led the leading news anchor on a conservative station to begin
announcing the news reports with a monotonous voice: “And now we shall see news item number 1, which will
be followed by news item number 2”.Committee members openly threatened TV stations that they will face
closures if SDSM wins the elections based on the comical report of alleged reporting bias and regularly dismissed
comments that with this, Macedonia has the strictest media regulation laws in Europe, and is going in the opposite
direction of the United States. Following the “fake news” outrage, Soros and USAID funded media watchdog
14
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sites have immediately jumped on the bandwagon and insist that further bureaucratic committees and rules need
to be introduced to judge veracity and balance of news reporting, trying to make the draconian restrictions they
introduced on the outlets before the elections permanent.
Media Development Center – logo (see
Appendix B for more info). NGO, implemented
0.5 million media project, financed by USAID.
Soros proxy.

Soros website – stating the main partners with their logos
(Metamorphosis, NVO Infocentar, MCET, Youth Educational
Forum, Media Development Center), as well as media portals
(Plusinfo, Portalb, A1 ON, Okno)

Website of NGO - NVO Infocentar (see
Appendix B for more info). Financed by
USAID and Soros, affiliated with MCET and
Media Development Center - logos

Media Fact Checking Service, media
project financed by USAID (logo) and
implemented by Soros proxy,
Metamorphosis (logo).
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5. USAID/Soros activities continuing in 2017

Before the US presidential elections in 2016, USAID extended the Civil Society Project in
Macedonia for additional 5 years and 9.5 million US$. The new lead partner, the East and West
Management Institute – its Skopje branch, seems to have been established specifically for this purpose
during the summer of 2016. Nevertheless, the other partners remain the same – Soros’ Open Society
Foundation and Metamorphosis, in addition to the Association for Democratic Initiatives and the
National Youth Council. They have already initiated their activities which cover the same priorities as
before, as can be seen from the first calls for project proposals within the new 5-year period.
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Grants for strategic support to civil society organizations (CSO) of up to 120.000US$. Application
deadline – 25 January 2017.
Objectives: strengthening CSOs influence on policies and programs pertaining to important citizen
issues; increased and sustainable participation of young people in the public life.
Areas covered: good governance, fight against corruption, rule of law, provision of public services,
human rights, oversight of public institutions etc.
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Appendix – supporting documents

Appendix A
LIST OF NGOs OWNED or CONTROLLED BY SOROS IN MACEDONIA6
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
6

Platform for citizen`s oriented politics “Ajde!”
Association “NOVUS”
Journalists for Human Rights
Association of citizens Kontrapunkt
JADRO – association of independent cultural sector
Roma educational center Umbrella
NGO Info-Center
PROFICIO-multiethnic tolerance trough economic prosperity
Youth Cultural Center – Bitola
Macedonian Centre for European Training
Association Initiative voice Prilep
Contemporary Art Center
Internet Hotline Provider Macedonia
Back smiley Veles
Foundation Open Society – Macedonia
Transparency Macedonia
Association for youth – Adolus SR
Association for local development Action Plus Resen
Association for protect the culture identity of Egyptians IZIDA
Humanitarian and Voluntary Association of the Roma Intelligentsia “Prosperity”
Association for economic and political researches and analyses KVANTUM PRIMA Kavadarci
Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia
Coalition Sexual and Health Rights of Marginalized Communities – Skopje
Association Women’s Forum- Tetovo
Association for Democratic Initiatives (ADI)
NGO for youth, democracy and human rights UFUK
Center for interethnic tolerance and refugees Skopje
Agro-Strumeshnica
Association for Culture and Art “SCENE”
Agro-Banica
Association of citizens “Food for All – Food Bank Macedona”
Association of the participants in the armed conflict in the defense of the sovereignty of RM 2001/2002 –
Prilep
Women’s Organization of Strumica
Center for strategies and development PACTIS – Prilep
FORUM, Center for strategic research and documentation, Skopje;
Rural Coalition – Kumanovo
Metamorphosis, Foundation for internet and society
Republic Agriculture Union SPAS – Novaci
Initiative Voice – Prilep
Environmental Association Planetum – Strumica
Center for Democratic Development and Initiatives
Trade union of agricultural products – Strumica

The list is not exhaustive.
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43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.

Association of Agricultural Producers – Agrosojuz
Regional Center for Sustainable Development – Kratovo
Forum for security policy research Securitas, Bitola
Media Development Center
Youth Alliance Tetovo
Esnaf Old Bazar Skopje
Association for helping socially excluded persons and risk groups “Skorpion”
Association of Citizens „PATOKAZI“ Gevgelija
Institute Progress
Justicija Association
Macedonian European Movement
Centre for sustainable community development – Debar
CIVIL
LGBTI support center
Project EU, Kavadarci
Plostad Sloboda
Faculty of topics you do not learn
Initiative I LOVE GTC
Civil Society Association 8th of September, Skopje
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Appendix B
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE OPEN SOCIETY
FOUNDATION – RECIPIENTS OF USAID FUNDS7

METAMORPHOSIS
Metamorphosis is a foundation created in 1999 by a grant of the Open Society Foundation - Macedonia. Program
director of the foundation is Filip Stojanovski who is one of the most active members of the Colorful revolution,
as well as an active member/founder of a number of NGOs that are funded by FOSIM or Metamorphosis which
are openly against the Government of RM and are actively taking sides and participating in the political life under
the mask of NGOs. Filip Stojanovski, together with Elida Zilbeari and Vladimir Petrevski used a grant from
USAID to form a site - Service for fact checking which is openly acting against the ruling party (VMRODPMNE) and has the same narrative as SDSM. Metamorphosis is the owner and creator of the news site
PORTALB, which is funded by FOSIM, targets the Albanian population and supports SDSM positions. Members
of their board held political positions in previous Governments led by SDSM.
Elida Zilbeari is a project coordinator in METAMORPHOSIS and also chief editor of the news site PORTALB
and Service for fact checking. Vladimir Petrevski is also project coordinator and was editor of the Service for fact
checking. He also worked in the media outlets of Velija Ramkovski and the sites formed by former A1TV
journalist linked with SDSM and Soros (PLUSINFO, LIBERTAS, NOVA TV).
PLUSINFO
Plusinfo is a news portal founded by Branko Gerovski, journalist with close relations with SDSM and the Soros
foundation in Macedonia, together with his wife Biljana Ilic Gerovska and Aco Kabranov who is also founder of
the news portal LIBERTAS. Plusinfo was created as a project of an organization called METAMORPHOSIS
through a donation from Open Society Foundation (Foundation Open Society Institute Macedonia – FOSIM).
META
Meta news agency is founded with the support of the Dutch embassy and is supported by USAID in many
projects. The news agency is founded by Filip Stojanovski and is run by Zoran Andonovski. He was part of the
media group of Velija Ramkovski and Branko Gerovski. All of them are openly pro-SDSM.
LIBERTAS
Libertas is a news portal founded by (among others) Ljubomir Frckovski, former SDSM Minister of Interior and
Minister of Foreign Affairs (in the ‘90s) and SDSM candidate for President of the Republic of Macedonia (in
2009), his daughter, Leni (a columnist in PLUSINFO) and Aco Kabranov`s daughter Petra. This news site is
funded by FOSIM, just like PLUSINFO.
A1 ON
A1on is an online news portal founded by a former journalist from the closed A1 TV, Predrag Petrovic, that
receives donations by FOSIM every year. The news site is very critical of the governmental policies.

7

The list is not exhaustive.
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NOVA TV
Novatv is an online news portal founded by former journalist from the closed A1 TV, Biljana Sekulovska and
Borjan Jovanoski. Founded by a donation from the Soros Foundation – London, it receives money every year as
donations from Soros foundations.
MAKTEL
Maktel is a site founded by Sashe Ivanovski, famous for his vulgar and unprecedented language in his texts. It is
unclear whether it is a news site or a blog. It is also supported by FOSIM.
PRIZMA
Prizma is a web portal founded in 2013 by the Project for investigative journalism and cooperation between media
and civil sector, as part of the Program of USAID for strengthening of media in Macedonia. They are supported
by and connected with BIRN (Balkan Investigative Reporting Network). PRIZMA is also working together with
the CENTRE FOR CIVIL COMMUNICATIONS which is one of the four main Soros partners in the USAID
Civil Society Project. Columnists and journalists working on these projects are among others Sasho Kokalanov
and Zvezdan Georgievski, very critical of VMRO-DPMNE and with close connections with the head politicians
from SDSM.
OKNO
Okno is a web portal founded in 2009 and supported by FOSIM. It is openly against VMRO-DPMNE and is
linked with PLUSINFO, LIBERTAS, PRIZMA, BIRN, A1 ON, NOVA TV, META AND
METAMORPHOSIS. It is supporting the LGBT community in Macedonia and publishes columns against
VMRO-DPMNE’s policies. Owner of the site is Nikola Gelevski who is also founder of TEMPLUM,
KOTRAPUNKT, CEM (CITIZENS FOR EUROPEAN MACEDONIA) and GLOBUS - sites and
organizations that are FOSIM proxies and are supported by FOSIM and USAID.
Nikola Gelevski is director and founder of the publishing house TEMPLUM, editor in chief of the magazine
MARGINA and founder and editor in chief of the on-line portal OKNO (2009), mentioned at the beginning of
the analysis. He is also founder and co-founder of several civil organizations and initiatives: Member of the Board
of FOSIM (2002-2006), founder of the association KONTRAPUNKT, one of the founders of the association
FREEDOM SQUARE (2009) and one of the founders of the association CEM-CITIZENS FOR EUROPEAN
MACEDONIA. He is also a columnist and author of 7 books all against VMRO-DPMNE and its officials. He
was a part of the SDSM party Commission for culture.
MEDIA DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
Media development centre is one of the main USAID and FOSIM partners in the area of media. They are in close
relations with head politicians from SDSM and their views are fairly close to those of SDSM. They are supporting
texts and projects that are aimed against the policies and projects of the current government. Also they have a lot
of projects funded by USAID and FOSIM for development of new media sites and support to independent
journalists (mostly anti governmental).
CENTER FOR CIVIL COMMUNICATIONS
CENTER FOR CIVIL COMMUNICATIONS (CCC) is an NGO founded in 2005, working in the sphere of
monitoring and analyses of policies and recommendations for good governance and transparency. They are
working with media and their ability to follow the work of the Government institutions. The founder and owner
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is a former journalist of A1TV German Filkov. Program director is Sabina Fakikj, also former journalist in A1 TV
and other media owned by Velija Ramkovski and Branko Gerovski. They are funded by the US embassy,
Foundation Open Society Macedonia (Soros), USAID, NDI, etc. Their work is strictly oriented to attack the
policies of VMRO-DPMNE and to educate journalists on how to attack different institutions. They also draft a
lot of negative reviews/reports regarding the media setting and climate in the country. CCC is actively
contributing to the SDSM activities and narrative by providing false or partly true information and reports to the
international and EU institutions. They have formed a network of media and NGOs for fight against corruption
in which members are SDSM and Soros proxies that are making unfounded accusations towards VMRODPMNE local and state officials. They also formed a network of journalists for investigative journalism. The
journalists are mostly the ones mentioned previously from the closed A1TV and other media owned by Velija
Ramkovski and Branko Gerovski.
MACEDONIAN CIVIC EDUCATION CENTER
Macedonian Civic Education Center is founded in 2004 by a project grant from USAID. Since then they have
been working closely with (in that time) the SDSM government in the field of education. They had a lot of
projects funded by the Ministry of education and/or institutions in the frame of the Ministry. Loreta Georgieva,
Executive Director of the NGO is in close relations with SDSM’s leader and the leadership of the party. Also they
were part of the Colorful Revolution. This NGO was also involved in activities aimed to help the illegal migrants
from the Middle East by providing them with maps of the territory that is not covered by the border patrols and
the military, enabling them to illegally cross the border and continue their journey to Western Europe. Almost all
of the people they hired openly express leftist political views.
HERA
HERA is an NGO that works in the area of health education and is active in the political life especially regarding
abortion and HIV policies. They are a member of the International Planned Parenthood Foundation and are
funded partly by Foundation Open Society Macedonia (Soros), other international organizations linked with Soros
and the US Embassy in Skopje. Their board consists of people that are activists of the Colorful revolution and
other NGO conglomerates that are openly supporting SDSM and criticizing the health policies of the
Government of VMRO-DPMNE. HERA is run by Mila Carovska, prominent member of SDSM, President of
their party’s Commission for Social Policy and Chief of staff of the former SDSM Minister for Labor and Social
Policy. Their board members are actively involved as columnists in news sites related to SDSM, Soros and the
HELSINKI COMMITTEE which is one of Soros key organizations in Macedonia.
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Website of Hera – the main NGO that supports plant parenthood in Macedonia, member of IPPF.
Supported by USAID and Soros, as seen by their logos.
Logo of IPPF - the International Plant Parenthood Federation
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CIVIL
CIVIL is an NGO owned by Dzabir Derala. They own a news site
civilmedia.mk that only has news supporting SDSM and attacking
VMRO-DPMNE. They hire the same columnist and journalist that
are working for the sites and portals mentioned previously. Dzabir
Derala was one of the frontrunners of the Colorful revolution. His
NGO is funded by USAID, as can be seen in the photo, the US
embassy, the National Endowment for Democracy, as well as other
Soros proxy institutions. They were organizing forums, debates and a
Freedom caravan that was going around Macedonia advocating
openly for governmental change and using the same rhetoric that SDSM is using. They also have an election
monitoring body and were monitoring the last elections, publishing false information, creating tensions and
deliberately spinning the information about the atmosphere in the country on Election Day. They are also
organizing seminars and trainings for the Colorful Revolution and members of different SDSM bodies.
IZLEZ (WAY OUT)
IZLEZ is a student NGO formed in 2010 that serves as Soros proxy NGO used to sign different petitions, take
part in meetings with foreign (EU) representatives and write contributions for (EU) reports. They are completely
funded by Soros. There projects are aimed to steer young people and students to the political left and ultra left. A
lot of them are members of different bodies of SDSM.
NVO INFOCENTAR
NVO INFOCENTAR was formed in 2002 for purposes of election monitoring and supporting the NGO sector
by providing premises for press conferences to NGOs without office space. In 2004 they became a foundation
and since then they have supported more than 200 NGOs mostly Soros and SDSM proxies. Their primal sphere
is media monitoring, rule of law, good governance and freedom of expression. Since 2005 they have been working
constantly on media monitoring and publishing negative reports about freedom of media and speech in
Macedonia. Their reports and tendency is to show that the government is suppressing media freedom and
freedom of speech. They publish news only for and from pro Soros and pro SDSM news mentioned afore. They
are funded by Foundation Open Society Macedonia (Soros), USAID and the US embassy, among others. Their
partner organizations are exclusively the organizations mentioned above and some other Soros based NGOs –
Center for civil communications, 8th September, Eho, Youth educational forum, Macedonian center for European
training etc. The director of NVO INFOCENTAR is Biljana Bejkova is always present at the political academies
organized by Progress institute for Social democracy and is openly supporting SDSM by participating in different
forms of organizations that protest against the Government.
PLOSHTAD SLOBODA (FREEDOM SQUARE)
PLOSHTAD SLOBODA (FREEDOM SQUARE) is an NGO formed and funded by Foundation Open Society
Macedonia (Soros) and USAID to fight the political battle in Skopje for the local elections in 2009. Their web sites
are no longer active and they are not currently present in the political or civil life. One of the most active member
of this organization was Sonja Ismail, daughter of Guner Ismail, Minister in the Governments of SDSM, Director
of Forum media and active member of the SDSM over the past 25 years. Its founder, Nikola Naumovski is a
member of SDSM, lecturer at their political academy and one of the most active and most radical members of the
Colorful revolution.

25

Citizens’ Initiative - Macedonia
KONTRAPUNKT
KONTRAPUNKT is an organization established in 2001 in Skopje, with main focus on critical theory, political
philosophy, critical activism, and the relationship between art and politics. Since its beginning, KONTRAPUNKT
has been committed to the idea of dissemination of culture and cultural production. This was used as a mask for
the organization that brought together the most famous leftist culture workers and SDSM members and officials
in the previous SDSM governments of Macedonia. The founder and president, Iskra Geshoska is active supporter
of the Colorful Revolution and SDSM. From 2003 to 2005 she was an adviser at the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Macedonia in the SDSM led government. Additionally, she is a Member of Parliament of the
HELSINKI COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.
FACULTY FOR THINGS YOU DON`T LEARN IN SCHOOL
FACULTY FOR THINGS YOU DON`T LEARN IN SCHOOL is an NGO formed in 2001. Since then they
have become a core for gathering of leftist and pro SDSM young people in Bitola. They are funded mainly by
USAID and Foundation Open Society Macedonia (Soros). Its Director, Filip Jovanovski, is an active member of
the Colorful Revolution and other anti-government organizations.
REACTOR
REACTOR NGO is formed back in 2004 when the organization’s founders were part of a training and capacity
development project for think tanks organized by the European Stability Initiative (ESI) and the Foundation
Open Society – Macedonia. Now they are funded mostly by USAID and Foundation Open Society Macedonia
(Soros) but also the Think Tank fund. Damjan Zdravev is the current President of Reactor-Research in action. In
the past 10 years he has been actively involved in the Soros and SDSM based part of the civil society in
Macedonia. Tanja Maleska is the co-founder and current Director of Policy and Strategy at Reactor – Research in
Action. She is related with former minister Denko Maleski a strategist for SDSM since the beginnings of the party.
Drashko Kostovski is also executive board member and a board member of HERA (afore mentioned NGO).
MACEDONIAN CENTER FOR EU TRAINING

Formed by Lidija Dimova, former SDSM MP and President of their EU
Affairs Commission (who is still their honorary President), today it is led
by Bojan Maricic, who is married to a former SDSM MP, Marinela
Tusheva. They are one of FOSIM’s main partners.
The photo shows Ms. Dimova speaking at an SDSM press conference.

FORUM CENTER FOR STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION
FORUM CENTER FOR STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION (CSRD) is an NGO formed
in 1997 and funded by donations and grants from USAID and Foundation Open Society Macedonia (Soros).
They worked on a project funded by the Council of Europe called School of public policies which they lost it due
to unbalanced approach and favoring leftist speakers and participants (2009). Since then, they have a very similar
project funded by USAID and Soros called School of politics. The project gathers former officials of the SDSM
governments as well as active members of SDSM in the present. Many participants and speakers are from afore
mentioned NGOs, SDSM present and former officials and leftist activists.
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Most of its members have been mentioned previously in the context of other NGO’s: Gjuner Ismail is president
of the Executive board of the NGO. He was Minister of Culture and Minister of Foreign Affairs in the 90s.
Others include: Sasho Ordanovski (former SDSM official), Mariglen Demiri (founder of the Students plenum and
the Colorful Revolution), Iskra Geshoska (KONTRAPUNKT), Mirjana Najchevska (former SDSM official),
Pavle Bogoevski (leader of the Colorful Revolution), Lura Polozhani (leftist activist, daughter of Aziz Polozhani,
former minister of education and science in SDSM government), Damjan Zdravev (REACTOR), Sabina Fakic
(CENTER FOR CIVIL COMMUNICATIONS), Marjan Zabrcanec (Youth Educational Forum), Ognen Janeski
(journalist in pro SDSM TV station 24news, LGBTI activist and leader of different protests against the
government in the past two years), Zoran Bojaroski (journalist who works for the fact checking site mentioned
afore and is a columnist for Branko Gerovski`s news portals PLUSINFO, Dzeljo Hodzic (lest activist, columnist
for PLUSINFO, LIBERTAS, A1 ON, founder of the NGO Protestiram/Protestoj – completely funded by
USAID and Soros), Uranija Pirovska (president of the HELSINKI COMMITTEE in Macedonia, closely
connected with co-president of SDSM Radmila Shekerinska, creator and contributor to a number of reviews and
reports to the international institutions regarding different areas of the society, all against the VMRO-DPMNE
government), Vlado Anchev, General Secretary of the Macedonian Platform for Fight against Poverty (close
friend and associate with Mila Carovska, former President of the Platform and active president of the SDSM party
Commission for Social Affairs).
YOUTH EDUCATIONAL FORUM (MOF)
YOUTH EDUCATIONAL FORUM (MOF) is an NGO formed in the early 2000. They target students and
young people. They are completely funded by USAID and Soros as well as Soros proxies. They work closely with
all of the NGOs mentioned in this analysis. Their activities are anti-governmental and leftist. Through USAID
and Soros they opened a radio station that targets young people and disseminates leftist and ultra leftist ideas, as
well as anti VMRO-DPMNE opinions and ideas. The Director, Marjan Zabrcanec. is closely connected with
Sasho Ordanovski, Gjuner Ismail and is openly supporting different anti-governmental protests and the Colorful
Revolution. Founder and active member of the different plenums formed for anti-governmental activism. They
are one of the main 4 partners in the USAID Civil Society Project.
CEM (CITIZENS FOR EUROPEAN MACEDONIA)
CEM (CITIZENS FOR EUROPEAN MACEDONIA) is an NGO that is formed by the former director of
FOSIM, Vladimir Milchin, together with Branko Gerovski, Sasho Ordanovski and Nikola Gelevski. Their
activities are focused on seminars, trainings and debates where pro SDSM and left positions are promoted. These
people are the core which provides all the support and links that are being developed into a big network of
NGOs. They are the front runners of the whole network of USAID and Soros funded NGOs that promote anti
government positions. They create and support every initiative against the Government’s policies and officials.
ASSOCIATION FOR DEMOCRATIC INITIATIVES (ADI)
The ASSOCIATION FOR DEMOCRATIC INITIATIVES (ADI) is an NGO established in 1994. It was very
active during the crisis in Kosovo, providing humanitarian assistance in places where the Albanian Liberation
Army (UCK) was active and providing legal aid to the Kosovo refugees in Macedonia, with the support of
USAID. Its USAID funding continues in the period 2006-2008 through the project Partnerships for positive
social change. Since 2016, ADI is one of the partner organizations in the implementation of the USAID Civil
Society Project, together with Soros, Metamorphosis and the National Youth Council – Kumanovo. Its first
CEO, Albert Musliu is closely related to SDSM structures, openly promotes their positions and supports their
actions directed against the conservative government. ADI is also recipient of numerous Open Society
Foundation grants.
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NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL
The NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL – Kumanovo is an alliance of youth NGOs established in 2013, which
actually unites the youth sections of SDSM and its coalition partners. Its members are funded by Soros, USAID,
NDI, the British Embassy and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation and openly advocate leftist, opposition positions.
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Appendix C – Calls for grant applications
USAID Civil Society Project in Macedonia

Foundation Open Society – Macedonia signed the cooperation agreement with USAID for implementation of the
USAID Civil Society Project (CSP) on February 27, 2012. The 30 months project will be implemented in partnership
with four CSOs: Youth Educational Forum; Forum – Center for Strategic Research and Documentation; Center for
Civic Communication; and Reactor – Research in Action. The project is funded by USAID with USD 2.54 million
and co-funded by FOSM with USD 278,120.
The main goals of the project are: 1) Invigorate citizen engagement in political and social life; 2) Stimulate civil
society to press for democratic reforms, especially relating to contentious issues; and 3) Improve synergies and
alliances to strengthen civic responsibility.
The project consists of the three main components:
Component A: Civic Activism and Participation is designed to empower citizens and young people to recognize the ways
they can engage in their communities and to provide different novel mechanisms for their participation. CSP will generate
sustained activism and impact by: linking civic education with opportunities to gain practical experience helping communities
through serving in CSOs; use of new media; fertilizing grassroots actions by providing technical assistance and grants for civic
participation and activism.
Component B: Oversight and Advocacy will stimulate genuine civil society organizations to address contentious issues and
press the government to undertake democratic reforms. It will be achieved through capacity building (via fellowships and
trainings), research and oversight in targeted areas such as EU accession, grants for oversight and research-based advocacy,
consultations with stakeholders, and engagement in public policy-making.
Component C: Cooperation and Mobilization will promote greater CSO mobilization, cooperation and solidarity. It will
support actions jointly developed through CSO partnerships and networks, forums for exchange of experiences, and
discussions of mutual problems, possible solutions and future activities. The activities are structured around three main
aspects: civic engagement opportunities, networking, and rewarding civic engagement.
The following results are expected to be achieved:
• Increased youth activism and participation;
• Citizens mobilized in social advocacy for democratic reforms;
• Increased on-line activism;
• Improved CSO capacities and expertise in government oversight and advocacy;
• CSOs able to provide input for transparent institutions and improved public policies in targeted areas;
• Enhanced civic partnerships in addressing common issues at the national and local levels.
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Request for Applications - Grants for Civil Society Organizations
USAID Civil Society Project

The Foundation Open Society – Macedonia (FOSM), within the USAID Civil Society Project (CSP), announces
the Request for Applications for awarding grants to Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). CSP will support civil
society to promote democratic reforms. CSP is made possible by the generous support of the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
The purpose of this Request for Applications is to provide support to CSOs in the Republic of Macedonia
through the following two types of grants:
1. Support to CSOs that act as democracy hubs in their communities, have long-term experience and
credibility in promoting civic engagement, and have the capability to mobilize citizens and stimulate civic
initiatives. (Grants up to US$ 20,000);
2. Support to CSOs engaged in government oversight and research-based advocacy in the following areas:
Parliament, rule of law, judiciary, media, public spending, financing of political parties, policies targeting civil
society, youth policies, gender equality, and compliance with EU policies and absorption of EU funds. (Grants
between US$ 10,000 and US$ 30,000).
FOSM will provide technical assistance to all project grantees based on their specific levels of competence and will
provide opportunities for networking.
This request for applications will support innovative and bold proposals that:
• directly support the objectives of CSP;
• demonstrate a commitment to citizen outreach and inclusion, and effective strategies to engage or
mobilize citizens;
• provide creative and effective strategies for access to information and for policy input;
• employ, when appropriate, strategic use of media in promoting objectives;
• promote an integrative approach with special focus on ethnicity and gender;
• foster partnerships and coalitions, especially when tackling difficult reform issues.
Submission Deadline: June 4, 2012 at 16:00 hours
Applications should be submitted to FOSM at Blvd. Jane Sandanski 111, 1000 Skopje.
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Request for Applications - Grants for Civil Society Organizations

The Foundation Open Society – Macedonia (FOSM), within the USAID Civil Society Project (CSP), announces
the Request for Applications for awarding grants to Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). CSP will support civil
society to promote democratic reforms. CSP is made possible by the generous support of the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
The purpose of this Request for Applications is to provide support to CSOs in the Republic of Macedonia
through the following two types of grants:
1. Support to CSOs that act as democracy hubs in their communities, have long-term experience and
credibility in promoting civic engagement, and have the capability to mobilize citizens and stimulate civic
initiatives. (Grants up to US$ 20,000);
2. Support to CSOs engaged in government oversight and research-based advocacy in the following areas:
Parliament, rule of law, judiciary, media, public spending, financing of political parties, policies targeting civil
society, youth policies, gender equality, compliance with EU political criteria and absorption of EU funds. (Grants
between US$ 10,000 and US$ 30,000).
FOSM will provide technical assistance to all project grantees based on their specific levels of competence and will
provide opportunities for networking.
This request for applications will support innovative and bold proposals that:
• directly support the objectives of CSP;
• demonstrate a commitment to citizen outreach and inclusion, and effective strategies to engage or
mobilize citizens;
• provide creative and effective strategies for access to information and for policy input;
• employ, when appropriate, strategic use of media in promoting objectives;
• promote an integrative approach with special focus on ethnicity and gender;
• foster partnerships and coalitions, especially when tackling difficult reform issues.
Submission Deadline: May 23, 2013 at 16:00 hours
Applications should be submitted to FOSM at Blvd. Jane Sandanski 111, 1000 Skopje.
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Grant recipients
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USAID Civil Society Project
Request for Applications
Grants for Joint Actions of CSOs
The Foundation Open Society – Macedonia (FOSM), within the USAID Civil Society Project (CSP), reissues the
Request for Applications for awarding grants for joint actions of civil society organizations (CSOs). CSP supports
civil society to promote democratic reforms. CSP is made possible by the generous support of the American
people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
The purpose of this Request for Applications is to support jointly-developed actions of CSOs, partnerships or
coalitions that animate civil society actors to provide solidarity and come together around a specific issue through
Grants for Joint Actions of CSOs (grants of up to US$ 32,000).
FOSM will provide technical assistance to all project grantees based on their specific levels of competence.
This Request for Applications will support innovative and bold proposals that:
• directly support the objectives of the CSP;
• demonstrate a commitment to citizen outreach and inclusion, and develop effective strategies to
engage or mobilize citizens;
• provide creative and effective strategies for accessing information and offering policy input;
• employ, when appropriate, strategic use of media in promoting objectives;
• promote an integrative approach with special focus on ethnicity, gender and people with disabilities; and
• tackle difficult reform issues.
More information and application material can be downloaded from www.civilsociety.mk and www.fosm.mk.
Submission Deadline: June 1, 2015, at 16:00 hours
Applications should be submitted to FOSM at Blvd. Jane Sandanski 111, 1000 Skopje.
The USAID Civil Society Project is implemented by Foundation Open Society – Macedonia in partnership with four CSOs: Youth
Educational Forum (YEF); Forum – Center for Strategic Research and Documentation (Forum-CSRD); Center for Civil Communications;
and Reactor – Research in Action.
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Stop Operation Soros – Citizens’ Initiative, Macedonia
Contacts:
-

Nikola Srbov – President
E-mail: nikolasrbov@hotmail.com
Cvetin Chilimanov – Vice-President, in charge of foreign relations
E-mail: cvetin@gmail.com
Nenad Mircevski – Vice-President, in charge of public relations
E-mail: mircevski@gmail.com
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