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This brief guide to the production of audio is aimed at those with limited experience or knowledge of

what is required. It is far from exhaustive but sets out the basic requirements. If you are a hobbyist

or just want to dabble you should find it useful. I aim to show you that you can produce perfectly

acceptable audio without the expense of recording studios or sound engineers.

Audio production, if you exclude music which is a whole different ball-game, basically breaks down

into two types, the narrated piece of prose or poetry, or a dialogue-driven, multi-actor piece of drama.

Both require a script and that should be your starting point because without a script you have nothing.

We shall return to this but for the moment, let’s look at the basics of sound recording using a PC.

RECORDING

Even though this is a cheap way to produce audio you should always strive to use the best equipment

you can afford. I would recommend a microphone attached to a headset as this means you don’t

need a mic stand and can maintain a constant distance between your mouth and the mic. Position

the mic to the side of your mouth, not directly in front to avoid picking up the sound of your breathing,

and about three inches away.

Where you record is important as you want to avoid extraneous sounds, so somewhere quiet where

you won’t be disturbed. The classic method of sound-proofing is empty egg boxes stuck to walls but

it isn’t aesthetically pleasing and not really necessary. Just avoid having big, solid objects, such as

walls to close by as they will reflect sound giving you an echo.

The quality of the recording isn’t as vital as some people claim, especially with the spoken word. As

long as the audio is intelligible, that’s all you need.

SOFTWARE

I use Audacity because it’s free and easy to use.

http://www.audacityteam.org/

There are a couple of things you should be aware of. Firstly that you will require a plug-in to covert

the audio to MP3, due to licensing issues, but don’t worry, that’s free too.

http://www.audacityteam.org/
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http://lame.sourceforge.net/

The other issue is that Audacity will only allow you to record from one mic at a time. This is fine if

you’re narrating an audio novel but not much use for an audio play with several characters. For this

you’ll need Kristal which is, once again, free.

http://www.kreatives.org/kristal/

Do note that you might encounter issues when using multiple microphones as they need to be

balanced to provide acceptable sound levels. My preference is to record individual pieces of dialogue

in Audacity and stitch them together, which is time consuming but gives a smoother end product.

Download these softwares and play with them till you know how they work. There is plenty of help

available if you get stuck and Youtube is a good source of tutorials.

SCRIPT

As I said earlier, this is what it all starts with, the words on the page which you must translate into

the spoken word. The writer for audio has three elements to play with, the spoken voice, sound

effects and incidental music, no more; and this causes problems for the novice but also opportunities.

With a narrated piece of prose this isn’t an issue, as the text should supply all the information

necessary to paint the mental picture of what is transpiring. For the dramatist it’s slightly different.

For instance, when a character enters a scene the listener has no idea of who he is and you can’t

have another character say, ‘Oh, there’s Bob’ because it sounds false if overused. So, the dramatist

must weave into the dialogue a believable introduction for every player that enters the scene. This

is where the art lies, in making it sound natural, though actually you have manipulated the dialogue

to make the introduction.

Having actors with significantly different voices is vital as the moment they open their mouth the

listener must be able to identify who is speaking. Use gender, age differences, regional accents,

class, to your advantage.

Remember, your audience can’t see what is going on, so all physical action must be described or

reacted to. The audio play, even more than its stage cousin is dialogue driven, so you must be

capable of writing believable speech. That comes from listening to how people actually speak and

is not grammatically correct. People hesitate, use contractions and slang. All these elements make

your dialogue appear natural.

http://lame.sourceforge.net/
http://www.kreatives.org/kristal/
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Take other people’s opinion on your dialogue. Have your actors read it and ask if it sounds natural.

Record it and listen to it yourself. If it sounds stilted, and this normally happens because novices try

to be grammatically correct, change it.

Formatting an audio script isn’t difficult as all you really have to do is differentiate character from

dialogue from action. I’ve provided an example audio script at the end of this guide which I hope you

will enjoy reading.

RECORDING

Rehearsal is vital whether it’s a narrated piece or acted. Become familiar with the material you’re

expected to perform, especially where you are able to take a breath. Keep your recording sessions

short and aim for chunks of no longer than 15 mins. Have water to lubricate your throat at hand.

There’s no need to rush and if you or one your actors fluffs a line it’s not the end of the world. Just

stop and begin again.

The way it was.

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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SOUND EFFECTS

It’s much easier to use pre-recorded sound effects than create them on your own. The source I use

is again free.-

http://www.freesfx.co.uk/

Just download the effect, open it in Audacity and adjust it to your requirements before copying and

pasting it into your project. Try to avoid the over-use of sound effects as this can be jarring. Let the

listener use their imagination as much as possible, so a light hand is required.

By the same score if you’re using incidental music, use it judiciously. Set a tone with light brush

strokes.

EDITING

Before your masterpiece is ready for the public it will require editing. Sit and listen to it, removing

longer pauses or inserting them where required. This is easily done in Audacity. Another necessity

will be using Audacity’s noise removal tool as you will inevitably have created some pops and hisses

as well as unwanted room noise.

CONCLUSION

With these basics you should be able to create a perfectly acceptable sound recording even if it isn’t

of the highest technical quality. The ability to record sound domestically has existed since the age

of the reel-to-reel tape recorder. The digital age, with cutting, copying and pasting, now offers you

the opportunity to edit your recorded sound and create a finished product. Good luck with it.

http://www.freesfx.co.uk/
http://www.audiohoop.com/
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SCENE 1.

THE WEST-END BAR, EARLY EVENING.   IT IS QUIET AND A JUKEBOX PLAYS WEARY TUNES.   DOC
AND BILLY ENTER AND COME TO THE BAR.

DOC
(SINGING)

Happy days are here again! Yo there, Flora.   Lagers for me and the boy.

BILLY
I don't want a pint, Doc.

DOC
Listen, young Bill, when I'm paying, I decide what you're drinking, and this is National Lager Day.

FLORA
Every day is National Lager Day for you.

DOC
That's just a rumour, I'm partial to alcohol in any shape or form.

FLORA
Aye, you're nothing but a sad old bugger.

DOC
I love it when you talk dirty, Flora.  (HE DRINKS NOISILY)   Nectar!  First today!

FLORA
You're a liar, Ken told me you were in at lunchtime.

DOC
Half-pints, they don't count.

FLORA
You had fifteen of them, Doc.

DOC
Well, it's warm up in the work, you develop a thirst.

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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FLORA
Billy, have you discovered what he does up in that hospital, because he's certainly not any kind of doctor I can think
of, despite his nickname.

BILLY
He sort of wanders about in a white coat, trying tae look important.

FLORA
Just as I thought, a waster.

DOC
Hey, I went to college for five years to learn that.

FLORA
Aye, but what is it precisely you do?

DOC
It's like this, my lovely.   When you start up in the hospital,  they hand you a chemistry set.   If you drop it, they make
you a porter like Billy here;   if you pass the responsibility onto somebody else, they make you a doctor .....

BILLY
..... and if ye chase nurses all the time, they make ye a senior lab technician like you.

DOC
Heyy, that's my line!

BILLY
Well, you keep tellin' me you're teachin' me the ways of the world.

DOC
Fair enough.   More drink, Flora!

FLORA
Do you not think you should have something to eat before you get into a heavy drinking session?

DOC
If you're going to treat me like a husband, I'm going to demand my conjugal rights.

FLORA

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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Money!

DOC
What, are you charging for it now?

FLORA
(REALISING)

For the drinks !

DOC
You had me worried there, there's still room in this capitalist world for the enthusiastic amateur, y'know.

FLORA
You have a one-track mind.

DOC
I'm a romantic, Flora, as you well know.  Listen, Billy, she's got 'Property of Doc' tattooed on her left buttock.

FLORA
I have not !

DOC
Sorry, sorry, right buttock.   The left one's got the list of previous owners.

FLORA
Don't you listen to him, Billy, he's sick.

DOC
Not at all, I'm the young fella's guru, teaching him the ways of the world.   Who introduced you to the mysteries of the
nurses' quarters, Billy ?   Who's going to get you educational videos?

BILLY
You're taking yer own sweet time about them.

DOC
I'm trying to get the latest releases for you, with all the new moves and grips.

FLORA
I can understand a young fella like Billy being obsessed, Doc, but a man your age.

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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DOC
I can't help it, Flora, it's that bum of yours, it drives me wild.  In fact, I don't even think of it as a bum, more of a
leisure centre.

FLORA
Is that all you pathetic buggers think about, bottoms?

DOC
Not at all.   There's bosoms.   We often think of bosoms. Sometimes just one at a time, we're not greedy.

FLORA
See, I told you, the drink has gone straight to your head.

DOC
(WEARILY)

We should never have given them the vote, Billy.   But she's right, there's a long night ahead of us, we should eat, put
a lining on our stomachs.   What flavour of crisps do you want ?

FADE DOWN BAR NOISES

SCENE 2

SFX
THE PUB IS BUSIER AND NOISIER NOW.  DOC AND BILLY ARE STILL AT THE BAR.

DOC
Right, Billy, check that fella that just came in.   He's trouble.

BILLY
How can ye tell ?

DOC
He's looking around, instead of heading straight for the bar.  Obviously a man with faulty priorities.

BILLY
Right enough, and he's shaking his head.

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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DOC
Oh shit, he's got a clipboard !
(SHOUTING QUIETLY)  Flora !   Flora !

FLORA
What's the matter with you ?

DOC
Fella with a clipboard, a sure sign of trouble.

FLORA
Oh dear.   It's the man from the Environmental Health.   He was in yesterday.   Told me to shut down the lager pumps.

DOC
And you didn't ?

FLORA
Ken turned them back on.   You know what he's like, lager's our most popular beer ... and our most profitable.

WILSON
(APPROACHING)

Oh no, no, no, no, Ms Crawford.   I distinctly told you yesterday to close down your lager taps until I'd had the
product analysed.

FLORA
But I ....

WILSON
No interruptions, Ms Crawford.   I have the results now and I can confirm that your lager is contaminated.

DOC
Oh, is that all.

FLORA
Aye, our customers like contaminated beer, it goes with their contaminated minds.

WILSON
Perhaps so, but the least you chaps can expect is a severe bout of vomiting and diarhoea.

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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FLORA
That's a good time to these guys.

DOC
Aye, bugger off, Hitler.   Do we come round and annoy you when you're torturing chickens, or whatever it is you do
in your spare time.

WILSON
And you are, sir ?    A member of the public perhaps ?

DOC
Spot on.  I'm a regular, who can't abide stuck-up civil servants coming round here and .....

WILSON
Oh, a regular !   How could I have failed to spot you, after my 20 years in Environmental Health, touring pubs and
taking cheek from every drunk in the city.

DOC
Hey, specky, I'm not a drunk.   I'm a liquid ingestion operative with 35 years service. So why don't you bugger off
back to your germ-free world and sterilise yourself.

WILSON
Ms Crawford, I don't like to get involved with members of the public, but unless you ......

FLORA
Aye, Doc, shut up.

DOC
Bugger him.   There's too many off these jumped-up little gits about, living off our council tax.

WILSON
I warn you, sir, as a servant of the public I have infinite patience, but it has a limit.    Now, these other matters, I note
that the place is still a pig-sty.

DOC
What, are you anti-pig or something?

FLORA
We've been meaning to .....

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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WILSON
Excuses will not suffice, you have been given ample warning.   I mean to say, look at this place.   How can you
 expect civilised people to come in here?   Would a gentleman bring his lady wife to such
premises?   I think not.  I certainly wouldn't invite my Marjorie round here for an aperitif.

DOC
We like it, so bog off!

WILSON
I'm not surprised you like it, sir, I have your measure.

DOC
What's that supposed to mean?

WILSON
It means that I find you repulsive and uncouth, and if human beings came under my jurisdiction, I would have you
condemned as unfit for habitation.

DOC
Is that so?    Well, listen to this - an obsession with excessive cleanliness is an accepted pointer to paranoid
schizophrenia, and there's no lunacy in my family.   But if I was you, I'd check my family tree.

BILLY
Maybe he's not got a tree, Doc.

DOC
You're right, Billy.   Maybe they clone these buggers, because they wouldn't want to get messed up with unartificial
insemination!

WILSON
(SPLUTTERING)

Very well, very well,  I did warn you.   As you have failed to take note of any of the hygiene issues I previously
informed you about, and continued to sell products I specifically barred, I now have no option but to seal these taps
and report you to higher authority.   Good evening!

SFX
DOOR SLAMS

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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DOC
Well, that's got rid of him.

FLORA
Oh, Doc, you idiot!   He's shut down the draught lager!

DOC
Not a problem, just pour it into those empty bottles and we'll kid on we're drinking that American muck..

 FADE DOWN BAR SOUNDS.

SCENE 3.

THE FOLLOWING MORNING, BEFORE THE PUB OPENS.  A HAMMERING AT THE DOOR.

DOC
(FROM OUTSIDE)

Help!  Fire!  Crisis in the economy!  Rats! Plague!

SFX
KEN OPENS THE DOOR.

KEN
Oh, it's you.

DOC
I've got a throat on me like a Arab's jockstrap, Ken, how about a pint?

KEN
We're shut.

DOC
So what ?   It's me, the Doc.   Numero uno punter.

KEN
Aye, but we can't sell lager.   According to the Environmental Health.   Because of you.

DOC

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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You don't mean that fella was serious?
(THEN SLYLY)

And anyway this means you can't sell beer ?

KEN
Exactly.

DOC
Good.   I'll have a pint on the house.

SFX
THE DOOR IS CLOSED

KEN
It's not a laughing matter, Doc.   This is my livelihood.

DOC
Oh, I'm not laughing, Kenny boy, this place means more to  me than it does to you.

KEN
Don't I know it.  How many owners is that you've been through?

DOC
Four.   Four lucky guys have made their fortune in this pub and retired to a life of luxury.   On my  money.

KEN
You'd be cheaper buying the place yourself.

DOC
Don't think I haven't thought about it, Ken, but it would make seducing the barmaids too easy if I was their boss, and I
like a bit of a challenge.

KEN
Oh aye, barmaids, your specialist subject.  You know Big Sandra's been off with morning sickness.

DOC
Not guilty!  I tried, I'll declare myself for that one.   Told her she looked like a film star ... Lassie.

KEN

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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So you never got anywhere with her?

DOC
Well, she kicked me in the goolies, which is an extreme kind   of foreplay, even for me.

KEN
She was asking for you.

DOC
She'll never catch me.   I was hide and seek champion four  years running at school.   Not even Big Willie
Thompson, who's now the boss of the CID, could find me.   I blackmailed some gypsies into kidnapping me.

KEN
Well, your glory days are over; with no lager, there's no point in opening the pub.

DOC
C'mon, Ken, you can't do that.   I'll have nowhere to go.  This is part of my heritage.   I can imagine, thousands of
years ago a Neanderthal Doc squatting right here in front of an open fire, drinking fermented barley, his meaty paws
fumbling under his mate's furs, grunting vulgar obscenities in her ear.

KEN
Aye, well, you're no advert for evolution.   It makes no odds anyway, I'll have to shut down, and all because you upset
that Environmental Health guy.

DOC
He was a horrible wee man, the kind of guy who gives traffic wardens a good name.

KEN
Funnily enough, I was thinking of revamping the place.

DOC
Don't you dare!  I like the pub fine the way it is.

KEN
Oh, I'd take the punters views into account.

DOC
You?   Ask the customers what they want?   Ken, you're more Mein Kampf than Mine Host.

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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KEN
Just for that you can pour your own pint.

DOC
Where's Flora anyway?

KEN
Gave her the morning off.   I must be going soft.

DOC
Aye, any softer and they'll let you back into the S.S.

KEN
Doc, do yourself a favour, go to another pub till I get the place done up.   Just make sure and come back.  You're my
pension plan.

DOC
I'm going nowhere, I like it right here.   Terrible decor, rude staff, crap beer, and there's no Venezuelan folk music on
the juke box.

KEN
Exactly, you only like it because it's the closest pub to the hospital.   Let me brighten it up a bit, make it more
comfortable.   You've got to move with the times.

DOC
I do move with the times, I let you put in that video-game machine thing.

KEN
And then you broke it.

DOC
I did not.   I don't know how that pie and beans got into the  workings.

KEN
Doesn't matter.   I fancy a theme pub maybe ......

DOC
It's got a theme, it's a drinking den!

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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KEN
Not enough money in it, Doc.   A lick of paint and I could double my turnover.

DOC
Paint, it's a curse.  I haven't redecorated my house in twenty two years.  I refuse to pander to fashion.

KEN
Have you got the electricity in yet?

DOC
Oh, I've got no complaints about technology, I am a scientist after all.

KEN
Aye well, as far as I'm concerned that's the curse of the modern age, too much science.

DOC
Oh come on, Ken, you've got to have science.  If it wasn't for science you wouldn't have that mobile phone of yours.
You'd need to carry around a pygmy with a bongo drum

KEN
Should you not be getting back to work?

DOC
Aye, I suppose.  You're the worst barmaid in this pub, Ken.

(FROM DOOR)
And the ugliest too!

SFX
DOC SLAMS DOOR BEHIND HIM.
FADE DOWN BAR SOUNDS.

SCENE 4

SFX
THE PUB, BUSIER NOW, WITH MUSIC AND VOICES.

FLORA
Sorry, friend, we don't have draught lager, only the bottles.     (DESPERATELY)

http://www.audiohoop.com/
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But we don't charge a deposit.
  (WEARILY)
That's another customer lost, Ken.

KEN
Don't worry about it, it's all under control.

FLORA
You mean that councillor accepted the bribe?

KEN
Naw, naw, I'm going to gut the place, re-model it.   There's a designer fella coming in tonight.

FLORA
Re-model it?   Doc won't like that.

KEN
I'm sorry, Flora, am I missing something?   Is this my pub or Doc's?

FLORA
Well he spends more time here than you do.

KEN
Don't get catty.  Doc might be a good customer, but he's still just a punter.   If I want to do up my pub, I will.

FLORA
Are you sure you know what you're doing, Ken?   There was the chap that owned the pub before you, Willie was his
name, he had the same idea of doing the place up.

KEN
He didn't make much of a job of it.

FLORA
Well he couldn't, could he .... not with his ailment.

KEN
Ailment?

FLORA
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The first reported case of bubonic plague in two hundred and eighty three years.

KEN
Bubonic plague?

FLORA
And of course, Doc has access to all sorts of stuff up in the  hospital.

KEN
No.

FLORA
But then again they couldn't prove anything,

KEN
Doc wouldn't do ......

FLORA
Where his pub's concerned, he's very protective.

KEN
It's not his pub, it's mine!   And I'm not scared of him!

FLORA
(OMINOUSLY)

Aye, Willie said that too.

DOC
(APPROACHING)

Willie said what?

KEN
Oh, Doc, how're you doing ?   You're looking well.

DOC
Never felt better.   Two bottles of chilled lager for me and the apprentice.

BILLY
I'll get them, Doc.  You're always buying me drink.
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DOC
Not at all, I earn more than you.

BILLY
Aye, ah know, that's why I'll have to tap you for a tenner.

DOC
(VERY SERIOUS)

My Dad told me never to lend money, Billy.   He said it just led to bad feeling.   But if you're stuck for a couple of
beers, I'll give you ten quid.

BILLY
(JUST AS SERIOUS)

No, no, that would be charity, and my old man told me never to accept charity.

 A LONG STALEMATE.

DOC
My Dad was probably bigger than your Dad.

BILLY
Thanks, Doc!

DOC
Still not got the lager back on yet, Ken?

KEN
Aye, well, I thought I'd just .. sort of ... you know ... a right good clean out .... just minor really .... total refurbishment
.... on a smallish kind of scale.

DOC
I think you're making a mistake, the West-End bar has remained unchanged since I first set foot in it.

KEN
Oh, come on, Doc, don't take it personal.

DOC
What do you mean personal?  This is the natural habitat of the greater drinking lab technician.   And you're destroying
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it.   I'll have that David Attenborough to you.

KEN
It's nothing drastic, just a few wee cosmetic changes.

DOC
Aye?  So why is there a fella wandering about outside with a shade-card.

KEN
Oh right, that'll be Julian, the designer.

DOC
Aye, looked a bit arty farty.

KEN
He's an expert and he's just giving me a bit of advice.

DOC
What, a hand with your make-up?

KEN
Behave yourself.   Here he's coming in, be nice.

DOC
Oh aye.  Billy!  Hand on hip!

JULIAN
(APPROACHING)

Kenneth, my darling!

KEN
Hi, Julian.

JULIAN
What an absolutely earthy little bar you have here.  It's divine, just divine.

KEN
A bit rough and ready, Julian.  That's why I need your help to bring up the image a bit.
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JULIAN
But the image is yummy, Kenneth.  Wait till I tell the boys about it.

DOC
Bloody hell!   Listen, pal, you don't want to tell your boys about this place.   There's big strapping dockers come in
and knock fellas like you about.

JULIAN
Oh, luxury.

DOC
Oh, shit!

 FADE DOWN BAR SOUNDS

SCENE 5

SFX
LATER.  THE PUB MUCH BUSIER NOW.

BILLY
That's the sixteenth pina colada that fella's had.

DOC
Aye, he might be light on his loafers, but he's heavy on Ken's expenses.

BILLY
They were talking about doing the walls pink.

DOC
A pink pub?   It's unnatural!

BILLY
Ah didny take you for being prejudiced, Doc.

DOC
Prejudiced?  Me?  Not at all.   I'm just scared they make it compulsory.   Anyway, it's about time I taught Julian the
real facts of life.
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BILLY
Oh, this I've got to see.

DOC
Ken!  Ken!  Are you introducing us to your pal or what?

KEN
Aye, right enough.   Julian, this is Doc, not so much a regular punter, more a permanent fixture.

JULIAN
A Doctor?   Well I've got this problem .....

DOC
I'll bet you have.   What's new in the design game, Julian boy?

JULIAN
Oh, an aficionado.   It's all nouveau retro these days, dear heart.

DOC
Can't whack it.  What's your plans for the pub?

KEN
(QUICKLY)

Just a few wee changes, Doc.

DOC
Let the fella say his piece.

JULIAN
Quite right, Doc.  You're a man after my own heart.

DOC
That's what worries me.

JULIAN
Well I quite fancied a cerise motif, shading off to cinnabar in the nook, where we'll have muted lighting for those
intimate moments.   Know what I mean?
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DOC
Aye, but it's illegal in public.

JULIAN
And then, across from the open-plan toilet area ......

DOC
Open-plan lavvies??

KEN
It's just a suggestion, Doc.  A French-type thing, a feature.   They'll come from miles around to see it.

DOC
Aye, but I don't want them to see it.  I like to do that kind of advertising and marketing strictly in the privacy of my
own home.

JULIAN
Oh, I'm sure you haven't got anything I haven't seen before, cheeky.

DOC
What about the dartboard?  The dominoes?

JULIAN
They do add a certain macho touch, very popular with our lesbian friends, but I'm afraid they'll have to go.

DOC
If they go, I go!

KEN
It's the pink pound, Doc.  I have to cater to demand.  You'll  get used to it.

DOC
I don't want to get used to it.  What chance have I got of pulling women in a pink pub?

KEN
The same chance as now - none!

DOC
Hey, there's no need for honesty.  I'm not bluffing about stopping drinking here.  There's pubs out there would pay
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transfer fees to have me grace their establishments.

KEN
Aye, well.   Julian says all his pals will be regulars.  We'll miss you, Doc.

DOC
Oh, so that's the way of it.
(SLAMS PINT DOWN)
I know where I'm not wanted.

SFX
DOOR SLAMS BEHIND HIM.

JULIAN
Ooh, huffy.

FLORA
Aye, Ken, you've hurt his feelings now.

BILLY
Aw no, no' the Doc, he'll be back.

KEN
That's what worries me.

 FADE DOWN BAR SOUNDS

SCENE 6

THE HOSPITAL CANTEEN.

SFX
CLINK OF TEA CUPS.

BILLY
(APPROACHING)

Doc?   In the canteen?   At lunchtime?
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DOC
I'm quite partial to a cup of tea ... every third Wednesday.

SFX
BILLY PULLS UP A CHAIR.

BILLY
You're the talk o' the hospital, sitting here on your own, sipping tea and eating doughnuts.   The psychiatric unit wants
tae use you for a case study.

DOC
The problem with your average cup of tea is there's no alcohol in it.

BILLY
It's no' the booze you're missing, it's the boozer.

DOC
You're some psychologist ... for a porter.

BILLY
At least I'm no' sitting here moping.

DOC
I do not mope!

BILLY
Yer walking about wi' yer face tripping ye.   Yer even depressing the patients that are getting better.

DOC
Billy, if they turn that pub pink it'll be a catastrophe beyond human understanding.   Nations will rock, dynasties
totter, there'll be plague and pestilence, weans greeting in the street, people smiting their breast and wailing and
gnashing their teeth.   It'll be worse than the World Cup.

BILLY
That's more like it.   Ye can talk more bullshit than any man alive, and that's why we like ye.

DOC
Aye, it's some achievement for a fifty year old man.
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BILLY
You told me you were forty five.

DOC
I cared then.   I thought you had a sister.

BILLY
Women!   That's the answer!

DOC
No, that's the question.

BILLY
Naw naw.   Yiv got all the symptoms of a spurned lover.   Yiv been rejected and ye can't handle it.

DOC
Oh aye.   Is this Freud or Claire Rayner?

BILLY
Personal experience actually.   But do you no' see it.   What do you normally do when a woman gives you a knock-
back?

DOC
Well ... it's not happened that often.

BILLY
Of course not.

DOC
But I generally pick myself up, dust myself down, and make a pest of myself all over again.

BILLY
Exactly!

DOC
You're a clever lad, Billy, you should have stayed at college and no' given up the woodwork classes.

BILLY
Does that mean you'll cheer up and go back to the pub?
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DOC
No, not if they have open-plan lavvies.   But due to your words of wisdom, I'm not going to accept defeat lying down.

BILLY
That's my man.   (GETS UP)  Oh, and by the way, I have got a sister.

DOC
Ha ha!

 FADE DOWN CANTEEN NOISES

SCENE 7

 THE PUB, QUIET NOW.

DOC
Unthrifty loveliness, why dost thou spend
Upon thyself thy beauty's legacy?
Nature's bequest gives nothing, but doth lend,
And being frank, she lends to those are free.

FLORA
That's nice, Doc.

DOC
Nice?  Nice?   That's Shakespeare.  A fair wee writer and a  passable inside-forward.   I've made a policy decision,
Flora.   As you're not responding to my rough and ready ways, I'm trying romance and charm.

FLORA
That'll make a pleasant change.

DOC
And then I'll get you pissed and rip your knickers off.

FLORA
Oh, Doc!
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 BILLY ENTERS

BILLY
(APPROACHING)

See, Flora, I told you he couldn't stay away.

DOC
Who said anything about staying away?   I just had to retreat for a while to regroup my forces, my love, ready to take
on the bold Ken head-on.

FLORA
You'll need to hurry up, the painters are moving in tomorrow.

DOC
No problem.   If Ken can bring in an expert, so can I. What are you doing here anyway, Billy, are you not  supposed to
be doing the porter bit, hauling off the sick and wounded, one on each shoulder?

BILLY
The Chief Technician sent me down to look for you.

DOC
Would you believe that, Flora?   An entire hospital full of  doctors and specialists and nurses and whatever, and
they can't operate without the bold Doc.

BILLY
Oh, it's no that, Doc, just you're away wi' the lab's lottery numbers.

FLORA
Oh yes, Mr Indispensable.

DOC
It's no wonder you haven't got a man, you've got the soul of a rabid pit-bull terrier.

FLORA
Hold on, what did you mean by 'bringing in your own expert'?

DOC
Oh, just a pal, showed a bit of interest when I mentioned you were desecrating, sorry .. decorating the place.
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FLORA
.... a bit of interest?

DOC
Aye .... look, here he is now.   Over here, Ron!   He's specially interested in the cellar, Flora.  Mind if we take a look?

FLORA
Oh, go ahead ..... but remember the stock's counted.

BILLY
(WHISPERING)

What are you up to, Doc?

DOC
Follow on, Sunny Jim, and observe the master at work.

SFX
SLAMMING OF CELLAR HATCH.

FLORA
(MUSING)

Interested in the place?   And he wants to see the cellar. Mm!

SFX
PHONE DIALLING TONES.

KEN
(ON PHONE)

Hi, Ken Robinson here.

FLORA
Ken, it's Flora.   Where are you?

KEN
I'm in the chemist.

FLORA
Oh, not well?
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KEN
No, just planning ahead.  I'm checking to see if they've got an over-the-counter cure for bubonic plague.

FLORA
I don't think you need to bother with that, he's off on another tack.   He's got one of his pals down in the cellar, and I
think the chap has a notion to buy the place.

KEN
Buy it?   Looks like Christmas is coming early.   Does he look sane?

FLORA
Well, he is a friend of Doc's.

KEN
No, counts for nothing.  Even Doc must know somebody sensible.  Hold them there till I get back.

 FADE DOWN BAR SOUNDS.

SCENE 8

 THE CELLAR.

DOC
Well, Ron, you're the expert on these things, what do you think?

RON
It's very difficult to tell.   I've done a fair bit of research since you first contacted me, here are all the details, but I'm
not convinced.

BILLY
What's the plan, Doc?

DOC
Quiet, Billy, this is strictly top-secret and not to be revealed to anyone unless they give you lots of money.  Go on,
Ron.

RON
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There's not a lot more to say.   Let me have a quick look round.

SFX
CLANGING AS HE MOVES BEER KEGS.

BILLY
What is he, a pest control man?

DOC
The impatience of youth, Billy, that's what you're suffering from.   You've got to control yourself or you'll never hang
on to a girlfriend.

BILLY
I'm no' daft, Doc.   I know what he's up to, he's checking the barrels to see how much total beer they shift in a week.

DOC
Oh, I could tell him that.   It's what I drink ... times two.

RON
No, I'm afraid not, Doc.   Nothing here to inspire confidence.

DOC
Eh ..... can you be creative?

RON
Think of my reputation, Doc.

DOC
It's important, Ron, or I wouldn't ask.

RON
Aye, fair enough.   But you'll need to give me a hand with the documents.

DOC
Thanks my man, that's one I owe you.   Let's get up the stairs and have a beer before Ken gets back.

SFX
TRUDGING UP STAIRS
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BILLY
I'm wise, Doc.   Youse pair are going to buy the place.   Is yer pal there the money man?

DOC
Money man?   Ron?   No, he's up at the university ... he's a professor.

 FADE DOWN

SCENE 9

 THE BAR

KEN
And he's not been back since yesterday?

FLORA
Not even after work, and you know he never misses the fancy-dress quiz-night.

KEN
Maybe the fella's changed his mind.

FLORA
They seemed very enthusiastic when they rushed out of here yesterday.

KEN
He's left me in a right bind.   I've got Julian and his boys coming in a couple of minutes and I don't particularly want to
spend the cash on doing the place up if Doc's pal's going to buy it.

FLORA
Och, why don't you just postpone Julian for a wee while to  see what happens.

KEN
Postpone Julian?   I've got a contract with him, and you haven't seen what Julian does to people who break his
contracts.

FLORA
He seemed like a quiet enough chap.
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KEN
Oh, there's no threat of violence or anything, but he's got a vicious tongue and the morals of a sweetie wife.   My
reputation would be in tatters.

SFX
BANGING ON DOOR

FLORA
(SHOUTS)

We're closed!

KEN
Hold on, maybe that's Doc.

FLORA
Or Julian.

KEN
Oh jeeze!

WILSON
(FROM OUTSIDE)

It's Mr Wilson, from Environmental Health.

KEN
That pest.   I suppose you'd better let him in.

SFX
DOOR IS UNLOCKED.

FLORA
We're closed for refurbishment.

WILSON
And about time too.     Ah, the owner, I assume; you've finally made an appearance.

KEN
I've got other businesses to manage, I can't be here all the time.
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WILSON
It is such inattention that has led you to this precipice.   A lick of paint, oh ..... twenty years ago, might have saved you
all this bother.

KEN
For one thing I didn't own the pub twenty years ago, and for another, are you here for a reason?

WILSON
No, no, I just happened to be passing, thought I'd pop in and see how you were progressing.

KEN
Oh, so you're here to gloat.

WILSON
Oh no, not gloat, but even we humble environmental health officers like to take a little pride in our work .... our
achievements.

KEN
Oh right, so you're on piece work, getting a bonus for the number of people you harass.

WILSON
I perform my duty, nothing less.

SFX
BANGING ON DOOR AGAIN

JULIAN
(FROM OUTSIDE)

Cooee!   Kenneth!   It's time for your make-over.

KEN
Oh shit.  I suppose you'd better let him in, Flora.

SFX
DOOR IS OPENED

JULIAN
Get the scaffolding up, boys!   Let's move our pretty little proletarian posteriors.
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SFX
MUCH CLANKING OF SCAFFOLDING AND THUMPING OF  FEET.

KEN
Eh, Julian, any chance of a quick word ... in private.

JULIAN
Certainly, Kenneth, but I've got to keep an eye on these workmen.   It's great when you can mix business with
pleasure.   Your office?

KEN
No, that's stacked to the gunnels with the fittings.  Better come into the lav.

JULIAN
The day's improving by the minute.

WILSON
I say, Ms Crawford, that paint those chaps are bringing in ... that's cinnabar isn't it.

FLORA
Aye, cinnabar and cerise, it's Julian's idea to bring in a new standard of clientele.

WILSON
Oh yes, that will improve the ambiance.

FLORA
And they're having romantic nooks and an open-plan toilet so Ken can fill his pockets with pink pounds.

WILSON
Oh, I see.   Well, in that case, I might just become a regular  ... and bring Marjorie.

FLORA
Ehh, Mr Wilson, I don't think you quite understand .... we're changing it into a gay bar.

WILSON
Yes, I understand that.

FLORA
And maybe not the type of place a man would be bringing a woman.
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WILSON
Oh, I see.  No need to worry, Ms Crawford, Marjorie, my lady wife, is not a woman.

FLORA
Oh.

 FADE DOWN

SCENE 10

 THE TOILET

KEN
The thing is, you've been a bit premature, Julian.

JULIAN
Bitch!

KEN
No, I mean, if you could just hang on till I check out what Doc's pal's offering.

JULIAN
Oh, it's Doc's pal now, is it?   You've hurt me, Ken, you know that.   I've ordered scaffolding, bought paint, hired
twenty two good-looking workmen.

KEN
Twenty two?

JULIAN
Oh, you know me, I can't resist a bargain.

KEN
If you could just hang fire ... and not get upset.

JULIAN
I'm not upset .... but when I tell everybody how you broke my heart ..... how you ...
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KEN
But I never .....

SFX
BANGING ON DOOR.

FLORA
(FROM OUTSIDE)

Ken!   Doc's here!

KEN
Phew, I've never been so glad to see that crusty old bugger.

 FADE DOWN LAV SOUNDS

SCENE 11

 THE BAR.   BUT SILENT

JULIAN
What's wrong?   Why have you stopped working?   Just because I go into the toilet with a gentleman doesn't mean you
...

DOC
It was me, Julian boy, I told them to down tools.

JULIAN
I've never liked that phrase.

DOC
There's no need for them to continue Ken, this here is Ron.

KEN
Oh right, I've heard about you.   Flora said you might be interested in buying the place.

DOC/RON
Buying it ??

http://www.audiohoop.com/


40

KEN
Is that not what you were checking out?

DOC
No, Ken, you've got the wrong end of the stick.   Tell him, Ron.

RON
Perhaps I should introduce myself, Ken.   I'm a professor of history up at the university, and I've been doing some
 research on this area.   As you can see from this ancient document   (RUSTLE OF PAPER)   this
is the very spot where Bonnie Prince Charlie gave Flora MacDonald one back in  1746 and this site is therefore of
national historical interest.

KEN
That's bullshit.

RON
The documents have been verified by the highest authorities,Ken.

KEN
Mebbe so, but they didn't do the business in this very pub.

DOC
Don't worry, sunshine, there's more.

RON
We also have conclusive evidence (MORE RUSTLING PAPER) that William Wallace's aunty once ....

 FADE DOWN

SCENE 12

 THE BAR.   BACK TO USUAL PUB NOISES.

FLORA
So, you got your way, I hope you're proud.

DOC
Proud doesn't come into it, Flora my love, it's all about maintaining standards.   A man's drinking den should remain a
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drinking den, and not be painted pink.   Julian and his pals are more than welcome to drink here, as long as they leave
the decor the way it is.

FLORA
Oh Doc, you're nothing but a dinosaur.

DOC
Not at all.   I just remember the days when men were men, and women .... well, women were wobbly.

END
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