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Students ‘Put On A Happy Face’ 
By Peter Godshalk, Gavin Pierson & Brandon Wyant 

Drama club presented an amazing musical this year, entitled 

“Bye Bye, Birdie”. Rock star Conrad Birdie (eighth grader Matt 

Quetel) is the biggest thing to top the charts. Women love him, 

men want to be him and teenage girls around the country scream 

with glee at the mere mention of his name. But when the United 

States Army drafts Birdie, his manager Albert Peterson (seventh 

grader Jacob Gumulak) sees his meal ticket preparing to fly the 

coop. This is much to the delight of longtime love Rose Alvarez, 

(seventh grader Maya Marino), who can’t wait for Albert to 

ditch the music biz and become something respectable, like an 

English teacher. Desperate for a publicity stunt big enough to 

help them survive Birdie’s departure, Albert and Rose hatch a 

plan: send Conrad to small-town America to plant his goodbye 

kiss on one lucky fan for the entire world to see. Their selection 

of super fan Kim Macafee (eighth grader Kaylie Hanisak) 

sends the wholesome enclave of Sweet Apple, Ohio into chaos. 

Kim’s boyfriend, Hugo Peabody (sixth grader Brandon Wyant), 

can’t take the humiliation of his lady love’s televised lip-lock. 

Rose can’t take another minute of Albert’s distracted ways. 

And Sweet Apple can’t take its teens' riotous rebellion, inspired 

by the arrival of bad-boy Birdie.  

   Will Sweet Apple ever be the same? Will Phillipsburg Middle 

School?  Bye-Bye Birdie was directed by Ms.Smith, a music 

teacher at the Phillipsburg primary school and was also musical-

ly directed by our very own Ms.Pettinelli. Ms. Ellen Shelly as-

sisted with the stage crew.  

      A special addition to the play was that choreography was 

done for the students by Mrs. Marino-Capello.  

Ms.Pettinelli says she loves being the musical director of Bye-

Bye Birdie. Ms.Pettinelli says the kids worked hard to put on a 

spectacular show. When the final curtain dropped, the applause 

was long lasting, as the production was amazing. Students found 

themselves humming along to play favorites, like “The Tele-

phone Hour” and “Honestly Sincere.” 

Kaylie Hanisak said, “I am very upset that this is my last year at the 

PMS, because I’ve made a strong connection with Ms.Pettinelli, 

Ms.Shelly and some of the cast members who I’ll be leaving this year.”  

Spot light operator Nilaja Wiltshire said, “This year was fun and I got to 

watch the play so many times”. This is Nilaja Wiltshire's first year in 

drama club and she hopes she can be in it next year. 

      Congratulations to the stellar cast and crew of Bye Bye Birdie. We 

cannot wait to see what you have up your sleeves for next year!  

(Top left) Kim MacAfee played by Kaylie Hanisak serenades Hugo Peabody 
played by Brandon Wyant during a musical number. (Top right) Rose Al-
varez portrayed by Maya Marino Capello & Mae Peterson portrayed by 
Helena Marino Cappello share a moment on stage.  (Bottom) Conrad Bird-
ie played by Matt Quetel takes center stage. 

‘Bye Bye Birdie’ performed on the new middle school’s stage 



FEATURES 
Read All About It 
Behind The Scenes of 6th Grade Newspaper Club  
By Dylan Myers 

Extra! Extra! Read all about it!! There is a club here at the middle school that will allow you to attend 

cool activities during the course of the year and then write about them for the school paper. This club is 
called, you guessed it, NEWSPAPER CLUB!  
       The newspaper club comes out three times during the course of the school year. The first edition 
that came out was written and produced entirely by seventh graders. This edition, written by yours tru-
ly, is made up of sixth graders. The eighth graders will put out the third and final edition that will in-
clude scoop on graduation and end of the year activities.  
       The teachers that run the newspaper club are Mrs.Giacalone and Ms. Hughes, two sixth grade 
teachers.These two teachers spend their time to look at the articles, edit them, and do the layout. There 
can be anywhere from 20 to 30 articles in each newspaper edition, so I hope you are ready to read. 
I asked some of the newspaper club members how they felt about taking part in this after-school club. 
Every person interviewed said they were excited and also, “a bit nervous.”  
       Speaking personally, I initially was very nervous about joining, but then I had so much fun that it 
was worth it. If you want to join the newspaper club next year, listen for announcements for sign ups. 
One amazing aspect of being in newspaper that I loved was that you can either work with a partner or 
you can go solo like, I did. Both of the teachers spend their time to make the newspaper great so I hope 
you enjoy it.  

6th grade newspaper writers work diligently on their articles as part of their language arts class. 



FEATURES 
Band and Choir Prepare for Spring Concert 

  By Amiracle Harris 

What should you expect for 

the Phillipsburg Middle 
School Spring concert? As I 
was talking to Ms.Shelly, the 
band director, she said to ex-
pect to be very entertained and 
to be ready to experience dif-
ferent varieties of music. 
Some types of music will be 
those that have a hardcore beat 
as well as music that's emo-
tional, which might make you 
cry. 
    The band is made up of in-
struments including trumpet, 
flute, clarinet, and saxophone 
to name a few. During the 
concert you will hear a lot of 
different types of soft and loud 
sounds and these different 
types of sounds are going to 
help the audience figure out 
the message trying to be told through the song.  
 

      The spring concerts will be 
held, May 24th and 25th this year. 
At the concert there are going to 
be three different groups that are 
going to performing. Those groups 
are Grey Band which is made up 
of 6th graders and new editions to 
the band; Garnet Band which is 
7th and 8th grade; and Select Band 
which is 7th and 8th grade with 
selected 6th graders that have au-
ditioned for the role.  
 
      I personally think this concert 
is going to catch you off guard in a 
good way. Since I’m in band I 
know what the concert is going to 
sound like and I'm so excited for 
you guys to hear what it sounds 
like. I'm not going to say any more 
because I don't want to spoil the 

concert but what I am going to say is to be prepared to be caught off 
guard with awesomeness . 

REACH Bowling Program a Success 
By Alyssa Gonzalez 

STRIKE!!! Have you ever gone bowling? Well, 

R.E.A.C.H. had a bowling night on Thursdays 

for an entire month, free of charge 

for the students. This program was 

being offered to the students in 

REACH for both the middle school 

and high school students.  

     Combined, over 50 students took 

part in this worth while activity.  

For this writer, it was nerve-racking 

at first, but you ended up having 

more fun as the night progressed. 

Personally I am terrible when it 

comes to bowling, but it was so 

much fun that it doesn’t matter how 

skilled you are.  

R.E.A.C.H. bowling ran from 3:10 to 4:45 P.M.. At 4:45 par-

ents picked up students to go home. While that meant you 

were not at school for the other activities, it was completely 

worth it. 

        Sixth grader Gabriel Reyes took 

part in bowling club for the first time 

this year. “I was most excited about em-

barrassing the high schoolers and show-

ing off my skills!, and OBVIOUSLY 

beating you, the reporter. I also enjoyed 

being a good sport and supporting my 

friends..” 

        Besides bowling, the group of stu-

dents also received a beverage and 

snack each outing. What better way to 

spend the day?!  



FEATURES 
  

By Alyssa Gonzalez & Sarah Allende 

Winter Gala Proven Success 

Eighth grade girls enjoy the photobooth provided by 
Christmas City Studios.  

Students dance the night away at the Winter Gala which 
took place in the gymnasium. 

 

The Winter Gala was on February 23 and it 

truly was a winter wonderland according to 
the 7th and 8th graders.  The dance was or-
ganized by the Student Council, advised by 
Ms. Hughes and Mr. George.    
          On this unseasonably warm winter 
day of 70 degrees, students dressed to im-
press as this dance was semi-formal.  Mr. 
Bigelli, also known as “DJ Bigs,” kept the 
students on their feet with stellar music all 
night. 
       The students particularly enjoyed the 
photo booth, provided by Christmas City 
Studios.  Students were able to take fun pic-
tures with silly props and headwear which 
were printed and taken home that night!  
Cupcakes, cookies, and other snacks were 
also enjoyed by all. 
          Since the sixth grade wasn’t allowed 
to the Winter Gala, we had decided to inter-
view somebody who went.  But, before I go 
right into the interview, let me tell you, this 

was the 7th graders’ first dance so they were 
very excited.   
        The Winter Gala was the annual Winter 
dance and sadly,  the 6th graders weren’t al-
lowed to go.  We interviewed a 7th grader 
Emma Horan.   
        Emma was really happy about the Win-
ter Gala. We asked her a few questions and 
this is what she exclaimed. “What were the 
activities that you could do at the dance?” 
Emma replied, “There were many things 
you could do at the dance like dance, hang 
with friends, take pictures, and eat yummy 
food like cupcakes, cookies, and candy!”  
         Then we asked her about how it was, 
decoration wise. She said. “The theme col-
ors were white and blue, they had the dance 
in the gymnasium, and it was decorated with 
beautiful blue and white Christmas Lights 
and snowflakes.” How beautiful is that? 



FEATURES 

By  Dylan Myers  

 Sodexo Gives Students the Opportunity to Showcase Skills 
Sodexo cooking challenge −a first hand account 

 

And the winner is… 

You will have to read this 
article to find out. So-
dexo, the company who 
gives our food and who 
makes the food in our 
school cafeteria, had a 
cooking challenge.  

    A paper went out to 
everyone who wanted to 
take part in the cooking 
challenge. Once students 
registered for the event, 
you notified the company 
of what ingredients you 
wanted to cook and the 
steps on how to prepare 
your dish. I decided to try 
my hand at this challenge 
and decided to make chili 
stuffed peppers. I was re-
ally excited for the con-
test but as it got closer I 
got more nervous. 
   I practiced my dish 
many times and I knew 
how to cook it. I felt ex-
tremely lucky that I was 
selected to cook for the 
night of the event, be-
cause only eight students 
were selected to take part. 
I was thrilled.  

    Finally, the day came. I 
got to the cafeteria and 
they gave me an apron 
and a hat and also a really 

cool custom made Sodexo shirt. 
I put on the shirt, got my apron 
and hat on, and I was ready to 
go. I was given a Sodexo em-
ployee as a helper to assist with 
chopping and cooking, so I was 
ready to go. I got started and I 
put the beef in the pot and turned 
the heat to medium and then I 
started chopping.                   I 
chopped the green peppers and 
chopped tomatoes and onions 
and other top secret ingredients 
and put them in the pot with the 
meat.  

   My helper roasted the peppers 
in the ovens while I was making 
the chili. I put the chili powder 
in and put beans in and the chili 
was done it was on low heat to 
make sure it was still hot. All the 
people showed the judges their 
dishes and then they choose the 
winner. 
     This is what you are all wait-
ing for…. it was Jahmir Wallace 
an eighth grader. I was happy for 
him as he won a bunch of cool 
items. Though I left without a 
winning title, I was still happy I 
got this fantastic opportunity to 
cook.  

(Top) Eighth grader Jahmir Wallace  took 

home first place in the Sodexo Cooking 

Challenge.  (Bottom) Participants in the 

cooking challenge all smiles after showing 

their skills in the kitchen. 
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 ‘We Are the Champions, My Friends’ 

The  2016 Steele Hill Bulldogs pose proudly with their 2016 
Warren County Midget Football League Champion trophy in 
Virginia. 

Steele Hill Bulldogs Win Warren County Midget Football League 
By  Gavin Pierson 

The Steele Hill Bulldogs won the 

Warren County Midget Football 

League 2016 championship with an 

undefeated season. The Bulldogs won 

their 2015 championship, but before 

that had gone without a title since 

2009. The Bulldogs of 2016 were 

looking for another championship, 

and a championship they found. Some 

of my teammates, including me, did-

n’t think we would go undefeated.  

    As the season started, the team 

wins began to pick up and between 

2015 and 16 seasons, we realized we 

could go undefeated for both seasons. 

Through hard work and dedication, 

we got to the championship game and 

WON! 

    Two weeks after the big win, the 

Steele Hill organization received an 

invitation to attend a nation wide 

football tournament in Virginia. Be-

cause it was December, the team 

was practicing in thirty degree 

temperatures, but that shows the 

dedication of the team.  

      The team traveled to Virginia 

and at the hotel, took up the entire 

second floor. In the morning, they 

got up and had breakfast as a team 

before their games. They fought 

hard for their games, but ultimate-

ly lost to the bigger teams.  

     According to sixth grader Qian 

Walter, running back and line-

backer, “The teams in Virginia 

were hard. They were way bigger 

than us, and weighed more than 

us. We played their All Star Team. 

Though I am disappointed we lost, 

I am proud of the efforts of the 

team. These memories will stay 

with me forever.” 

    The Steele Hill Bulldogs prac-

ticed hard every time and they 

fought for what they accom-

plished. Congrats to the Steele Hill 

Bulldogs. CHAMPIONS!  

Students Create Winter Wonderland 
 

ished snowflakes to people as gifts.  

       “Initially we were just going to make the snow-

flakes for the classroom but they started giving them 

to the office as decorations and gifts. That branched 

out into creating the snowflakes for the rest of the 

school and then they continued to give them out to 

other schools in the district,” said Mrs. Engler.  

     In total, they made approximately 200 snowflakes 

for the schools including the high school and staff for 

the middle school. Mrs. Kreider’s students were so 

inspired by the designs that their classes also joined 

in and made some of their own creative artwork.  

Sixth grader, Michael Rhinesmith offered this to say 

of the project, “The main enjoyment in making all 

the snowflakes was having fun creating them and 

working together as a team, giving them away and 

seeing the smile on the teacher's face when we gave 

them away.” 

Their next project is turning snowflakes into flowers 

to hang in the windows to represent spring coming.  

Stay tuned!   

By Daniel Fischer 

Peer into the windows of the middle school, and peak 

into the classrooms and you will be delighted by what you 

see. Brilliant and intricate paper snowflakes adorn almost 

every window pane of the front facade of this historic 

building. The inspiration behind the creative masterpiec-

es? Mrs. Engler and her class of students in the behavioral 

disability room.  

 

What caused her to think of these beautiful works of art 

for her students to create?  

“It was winter time and I thought of snowflakes. It just 

dawned on me that I had made them years ago with other 

students. At first I thought it would be difficult for them 

but it was barely a challenge for my students and they took 

off and created so many more,” shared Mrs. Engler.  

 

Though the students in class sometimes are characterized 

with having challenges with anxiety and motivational is-

sues, in addition to peer and anger issues, the students 

loved this project so much that they began giving the fin-



NJHS 
First Ever Mini-Thon Makes Major Impact 

  Staff, students raise money ‘For the Kids’ 

By Arame N’Diaye 

Readers, you are probably wondering, what is a mini thon? A mini 

thon is a fun event that thousands of kids participate in to raise 
money for children with pediatric cancer. The original thon is held 
by Penn State, which, “Commonly referred to as THON, is a 46-
hour dance marathon that takes place every February at Pennsylva-
nia State University in University Park, Pennsylvania with the pur-
pose of raising money and providing emotional support to children 
and families in order to combat pediatric cancer.” 
        Last year the Phillipsburg High School students held their very 
first 12 hour Mini Thon, to do their part to raise funds for this wor-
thy cause. This year, the middle school was able to hold their event, 
and set a goal of raising three thousand dollars for those kids bat-
tling cancers.  
         Mr. Miller, a science teacher and one of the coaches for the 
girl’s soccer team, was very active with the high school Mini Thon 
and wanted to bring that event to the middle school level. He coor-
dinated the event, held March 31st, partnering with NJHS advisers 
Mrs. Giacalone and Mrs. Hinkle, to help ensure their inaugural 
event ran smoothly.  
        ”Well yes, I was very excited to bring Mini Thon to PMS, and 
get the students involved with the cause. There were many fun ac-
tivities to participate in at Mini thon. Students participated in many 

crafts, games, a dance hour, as well as other surprises”, Mr.Miller 
added. 
       Over 90 students descended upon the gym on the night of 
Thon. NJHS members stayed after school to set up for the event, 
making sure all Thon merchandise was available for purchase, as 
well as hanging up colorful posters reading “For the Kids (FTK)” 
and “THON!” There was a table filled with FTK and Four Dia-
monds tattooes and another table set up for students to create 
cards for children undergoing chemotherapy. Students broke into 
teams and completed fun challenges and games including Hungry, 
Hungry Humans and relay scooter games.  
        A dance hour and free time also added to the merriment. 
Throughout it all, students were able to enjoy fruit and water do-
nated from Shop-Rite and purchase soda and snacks. Every dollar 
went towards trying to reach the $3,000 goal.  
One highlight of the event was focusing on Jade Segarra, eighth 
grader, a cancer survivor of over 11 years. Students cheered for 
her and it was the realization of, “Why We Thon.” 
       When the final hour hit and the final snack was purchased, a 
tally was held up by students to indicate whether or not the middle 
school had met their goal. When all was said and done, these 
amazing students raised a whopping $3,286 dollars for pediatric 
cancer.   

Students danced the 
night away (top) ‘For the 
Kids’ during Thon.  Vari-
ous games were played 
such as “Hungry, Hungry 
Hippo” (bottom left) and  
team building tasks 
(bottom right).  Students 
also made cards for those 
children suffering from 
pediatric cancer.   
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Students Enjoy Hitting the Slopes 

By Bailey Marra 

The Phillipsburg Middle School is proud and lucky to have its 

very own ski club, an after school activity that takes place in 

winter, at Shawnee Mountain Ski Resort in the Poconos.             

The group this year consisted of 13 people, under the advise-

ment of Mrs. Rautenberg, school counselor.  

    Students took part in ski club every Wednesday, right after 

school until around 9 P.M. and were given two options, to ei-

ther partake in skiing or snowboarding. There is a cost in-

volved with this activity, so if you are interested in this for 

next year, please see Mrs. Rautenberg for more information.  

    Ricky Au, sixth grader, joined ski club because he had been 

involved at the elementary level. “I love snow boarding. I love 

just getting up there and going fast and spending time with my 

friends.” 

   Being a part of this ski club allowed this reporter to become 

more social and pushed me to do things that I never anticipat-

ed doing. “I made friends with middle school kids and you 

know what? I actually loved the new sense of confidence I 

felt. I intend to go back next year and probably for many years 

after.” 

 

Common Sense Media Informs Students 
By Caitlyn Wierzbicki  

Common Sense Media is a website and an app that helps 

families, educators, and children make appropriate media 

choices. Their mission is dedicated to “helping kids thrive 

in a world of media and technology”. For what, you ask? 

On books, movies, tv shows, and much more. It has the ap-

propriate choices for many different age groups up to 18. It 

helps families understand and navigate the problems and 

possibilities of raising children in the digital age. All the 

staff, students, and community of the Phillipsburg School 

District are beginning to utilize this program as part of its 

curriculum. In social studies classes, this content will be 

shown to students and they will be urged to use this pro-

gram so they can make the right choices according to TV 

shows, books, movies, games, and much more.  

     You could get more information at https://

www.commonsensemedia.org . There is so much to do and 

look for on this website it really is incredible and life 

changing. 

Ski Club advisor, Mrs. Rautenberg (right) enjoying a ride on the ski 
lift with daughter and seventh grader Lauren.  Students take a 
break from going down Shawnee Mountain (left).  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


NJHS 
 Money Raised Through Fun Events Benefits Pennies For Patients 

Every year, the National Junior Honor Society, under 

the direction of Mrs. Giacalone and Mrs. Hinkle, take 

part in the Pennies for Patients ( PFP) campaign to 

raise money to benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma 

Society. 

Numerous activities were planned that allowed stu-

dents to raise money for kids who have pediatric can-

cer.  

    To kick off the campaign, a school wide assembly 

was held to educate the students and staff of the need 

to provide funding for those kids battling cancer. Stu-

dents then competed in a homeroom challenge, bring-

ing in spare change to benefit the cause. Over the 

month of February, every penny, nickel, dime, quarter, 

and dollar was counted, knowing that every cent 

counted. When all was said and done, Mrs. Harrison's 

homeroom had the winning amount of money brought 

in. A total of $630 was collected for this worthwhile 

event.  

    In addition to the homeroom collections, students were 

able to contribute in numerous fun ways, as well. A deli-

cious rootbeer float day was held in March for students to 

partake in a delicious beverage for $2. Each grade level got 

their chance to fill the cafeteria , hang out, and know their 

efforts were bringing money to those who desperately need 

it.  

      Another fun way the NJHS incorporated into the cam-

paign was a movie day where students purchased tickets to 

get out of class and watch the hit movie, "Into the Woods." 

Over 130 kids took advantage of the movie day, bringing in 

more money to benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma Socie-

ty. 

 

     To date, the middle school has raised over $1500 for this 

worthwhile campaign. With another rootbeer float scheduled 

for the end of April, NJHS is confident they will meet their 

$2k goal.  

Middle School Teachers Are Sweet 
NJHS members show teachers appreciation 

By Regan Thompson 

Did you hear about all the treats 

the teachers received? This Valen-

tine's Day the NJHS baked for the 

teachers to show their appreciation 

for all they do. To celebrate even 

more they also decorated the facul-

ty room! Want to learn more? Keep 

reading! 

     Well, first you need to know 

what the NJHS is. The NJHS stand 

for National Junior Honor Society. 

It's a group of kids from our school 

who have earned honor roll for four 

marking periods in a row and are all 

7th and 8th graders. These kids are 

hard working and spend their time 

to donate to charities and other 

worthy causes.  

   Okay, now you know who we're 

talking about let's get into what 

they did. 

 

    On February 14th, the NJHS cel-

ebrated the teachers by giving them 

some Valentine's Day happiness. 

They baked cupcakes and brownies 

and cookies for the special occasion 

and decorated them to match. Yum! 

That's sounds good! I wish the stu-

dents got a bite too! 

 

Guess what! The NJHS didn't stop 

there as they wanted to decorate the 

whole faculty room. Hearts, and red 

and pink with the magic of Valen-

tine's Day exploded all over the 

room.  

NJHS did this as a nice gift to their 

hard working teachers who spend 

their days preparing them for the 

life ahead, but also a fun activity to 

make them happy. Abby Vogt said, 

“We had a lot of fun, and it was a 

great experience!” 



BOOK REVIEW 
 

 

By Regan Thompson 

“Falling Over Sideways” is an amazing book written by 

Jordan Sonnenblick. Jordan has also written other awesome 

books including Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie, After Ever 

After, and more. Before becoming an author, Mr. Sonnenblick 

used to be a 8th grade teacher in the Phillipsburg Middle 

School for eleven years. He was inspired to create the book 

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie for a student who had a little 

brother with cancer and who was looking for a book on the 

topic so she could learn more about the disease, and relate to 

the character. When his student could not find the book, he 

wrote one for her, himself.  

      Now that you know a little bit about the author, lets get 

into what the book is about. 

Falling Over Sideways is a book that brings you on a roller-

coaster of emotions as you learn about Claire’s life, the 

main character. The story begins at Claire’s dance recital 

and she is backstage getting ready for the father daughter 

dance. All of the girls’ fathers are on stage dancing, except 

for her father. From there it goes into why and what hap-

pened that lead to that moment.  

     In the story you learn about how Claire’s dance friends 

are going to move up to be with the high schoolers and that 

she is being made fun of by this kid she used to be friends 

with, and not being the perfect child. Basically a pretty av-

erage life, not always getting your way. Then she finds her 

life “falling over sideways”, as she is in an ambulance with 

her father who just had a stroke. As her life is going on with 

her dad now unable to speak, walk, and can barely eat she 

has to make sacrifices, find new friends, renew friendships, 

and help her dad, while still acting like she is living a 

“normal life”.  

 

WARNING! BEFORE READING THE NEXT PARA-

GRAPH IF YOU HAVE NOT READ THE BOOK AND 

ARE PLANNING TO AND YOU DON’T WANT TO 

KNOW THE ENDING, PLEASE SKIP THIS PARA-

GRAPH AND MOVE TO THE FINAL ONE. 

 

    By the end of the book, you finally get back to the same 

moment of her waiting backstage, by now though you have 

found out why her father is not on stage and also that instead 

her brother is onstage, as a fill in for her father. The dance 

goes on and the girls get on stage and dance with their fathers 

or in Claire’s case her brother. Then, as they are waiting for 

the other dads to finish their solo, her brother Matthew spins 

her around and pushes her towards her father who has, as a 

 

surprise, came up to do the final solo with her. The story ends 

with them on stage together for the last solo and her father 

saying “Claire, I catching you.” After you read the book, you 

will understand the deliberate grammar error in that last sen-

tence.  

       I picked this book to read, not because it was the book for 

Book and Dessert, but I because I found it in the new book 

section, read the blurb and thought that it would be a good 

read. I was wrong. This wasn’t just a good read it was abso-

lutely amazing and spellbinding. I have read many great books 

because I love to read, but this book is, by far, the best book I 

have ever read. I literally couldn’t put the book down for one 

second, it was just too good. The ending was really touching 

even though I had a feeling it was coming. It really teaches 

you about love, friendship, and loyalty and brings you in the 

shoes of someone else. When I finished this book it was so 

good I went to the closest person I could find and just started 

talking about how great the book was.  

      I hope you enjoyed the book if you read it, and if you 

haven’t I really recommend you do because this is the best 

book I have ever read.  



NEW TEACHERS 
Middle School Family Welcomes New Faces  

MS. SADOWSKI-Math 
Why did you become a teacher?:  “I  had a good math teacher when I 
was younger and I wanted to be like her.“ 

Favorite Teaching Memory: “When a student came in late with a tray 
of coffee for an apology.  

Advice for Students: “Always try your best even if it’s hard. Trying will 
eventually make everything easier and help you.” 

Favorite Quote: “Mathematics may not teach us how to add love or 
subtract hate, but it gives us hope that every problem has a solution.” 

MR. MILLER-SCIENCE 

Why did you become a teacher?:  “I had a lot of really fun teach-
ers growing up, and wanted to be like them.” 

Favorite Teaching Memory: “Watching students’ reactions during 
experiments.” 

Advice for Students: “Always work your hardest.” 

Favorite Quote: “Do not let what you can not do interfere with what 

you can do.”- John Wooden  

     By Caitlyn Wierzbicki  & Bakari Wiltshire 

 

MS. VERES-SPEECH 
Why did you become a teacher?:  “I’ve always wanted to work with 
kids.” 

Favorite Teaching Memory: “When I went on a trip to the pumpkin patch 
with my students.  I loved seeing the kids play with the animals, and pick out 
pumpkins. I also loved watching them interact with each other.” 

Advice for Students: “Always try your best!” 

Favorite Quote: “Your mind is a garden, Your thoughts are the seeds, You can 
grow flowers, Or you can grow weeds”- By Anonymous  



FEATURES 
Students Compete in School Spelling Bee 
By Avaya Caldwell 

The Phillipsburg Middle 

School participated in the annual 
Scripps National Spelling Bee. 
Organized by Mrs. Dilts, Ms. 
McDarby, and Mrs. Wambold at 
the middle school level, students 
entered into the auditorium and 
then took their places in rows as 
they awaited their turn to take the 
stage.  
Judges sat upon the stage to give 
each participant their word. They 
announced if the participant got 
their word correct or incorrect, 
and if they would be moving 
onto the next round.  
As each word was announced, 
the row of spellers dwindled until 
the finalists were finally reached. 
Sixth grade finished with two 
finalists: Damian Herbst and 
Esmeralda Torres Hernandez. 

The finalists for seventh grade were: 
Ethan Callahan, Stephanie Grube, 
Cadence Martin, and Sarah Price. 
Finally, eighth grade finalists were 
William Davis, Mya Grumbine, and 
Elizabeth Mostaway.  
Battling to take top place for the en-
tire school, the finalists reconvened 
to spell for top honors. When the 
final word was spelled correctly, 
Ethan Callahan was the victor. He 
made it through the first round of the 
regional bee which was a written test. 
He then competed in the live portion 
of the bee at Northampton Communi-
ty College on March 16. He made it 
through the first round but eventually 
lost to another speller. Regardless, 
the entire PMS community is proud 
of all that he accomplished.  
The Phillipsburg Middle School is 
proud to say that these winners are 
representing our school as spelling 
champions.  

NJHS Gives Back In A Mighty Way 

 

 

The cornerstone of the National Junior 

Honor Society has always been service. 

The students have been blessed with tal-

ents, knowledge, and time and they use all 

of those attributes to benefit those around 

them.  

     During the month of December, they 

turned their attention to three deserving 

charitable organizations to see how they 

could make an impact in the community.  

       National Junior Honor Society spon-

sored a school wide fundraiser where stu-

dents were encouraged to bring in items 

for Toys for Tots, Common Sense for Ani-

mals, and the newly opened Phillipsburg 

Animal Shelter. For a month, students in 

6th, 7th, and 8th grade piece by piece, item 

by item, filled boxes to make the holidays 

brighter for those in need. 

      Both Common Sense for Animals and 

the Phillipsburg Animal shelters received 

five boxes, each overflowing with wet and 

 

By Gretta DeGerolamo 

dry dog foods, cat foods, leashes, bowls, 

chew toys, paper towels, blankets, laundry 

detergent, and cleaning supplies, to name 

a few.  

      Animal Control Officer, Michelle 

Crosson and Mayor Ellis received the box-

es of goods for the Phillipsburg shelter, 

which reopened its doors November 18, 

2016. According to Crosson, “Donations 

are very helpful and are vital for the con-

tinuation of the shelter.” 

     Mayor Ellis made it a point to talk with 

the contributing NHJS members about 

their importance in supporting the school 

and community and stressed how each 

person can make a difference.  

Knowing that the holidays are also diffi-

cult for children who go without, over 250 

toys were collected for Norwescap, as a 

Toys for Tots campaign. Box upon box 

upon box were loaded into a truck to en-

sure that children had presents to open 

during the joyous holiday season. NJHS 

Vice President, Kaylie Hanisak offered, 

“Volunteer work and donating is a great 

way to help out and support your com-

munity.” She loves giving back to her 

community and is very glad that the 

“students of the middle school donated 

items for the sake of the animals.” She 

gives credit to Mrs. Hinkle and Mrs. 

Giacalone, the advisors of NJHS, for 

setting up the fundraising. According to 

Kaylie, “No one’s title in NJHS matters 

when they are contributing to a cause 

one way or another.”  

 

    Thanks to the efforts of NJHS and 

the school family, hundreds of children 

and animals in Phillipsburg know they 

are cared for.  

If you are interested in donating more, 

volunteering, or just in need of a pet of 

your own, you can visit: 2 Riverside 

Way Phillipsburg, NJ or call 908-283-

6335  

Principal LaForgia poses proudly with this year’s spelling bee 
competitors. 

   Toys for Tots, Common Sense for Animals and Phillipsburg Animal Shelter receive donations from middle school students 



FEATURES  

Mrs. Bowers’ Holiday Project Unite Students 

By  Shahd Hossein & Holly Markus  

Mr. DeRaymond’s class (right) assist Mrs. Bowers’ while 
constructing their gingerbread houses. 

 

portunity brought the student body together, and it was a 

huge success for all students.  

    Although she held a Haunted House for kids in late Oc-

tober, this is Mrs.Bowers’ first time doing something like 

this with her students. In the future, she has exciting ideas 

for her students, including incorporating Liner Buddies or 

even an Easter Egg Hunt, which we suggested to her. Ad-

ditionally, future students will have the opportunity to 

During the month of December, 

Mrs. Bowers and Ms. Lazur’s 

classes held a Gingerbread House 

Project so that select 6th grade 

students could work with their 

classes on this creative and deli-

cious design. The teachers sup-

plied gummy bears, graham 

crackers, milk cartons, M&M’s 

and sprinkles for the decorations 

of the houses, and construction 

took place in the REACH room.  

     After being a part of this fes-

tive day, we asked Mrs. Bowers 

what inspired her to come up with 

this fun activity. “I wanted to come 

up with a project so that I could 

incorporate my class with the gen-

eral education population in order 

for my class to have better sociali-

zation skills.  

     Most of my students are in their 

own classrooms, and not out with 

the general population.” This op-

Dear Suzy...students seek advice on middle school problems 
Dear Suzy,  

I’m in 6th grade and my parents expect me to do well in 

every one of my classes, and I am but I have a hard time 

in math. I have 80’s and 90’s in all of my classes, but math 

is the hardest for me. I have a difficult time and I want 

tell my parents but I don't want to disappoint them. What 

do I do?  

           - A Conflicted 6th Grader 

Dear Conflicted 6th Grader,  

I think you should tell your parents, they most likely will be supportive and 

try to help. When you have homework ask your parents to help if you’re 

stuck on anything. In the morning you could go to your math teacher in 

homeroom for extra help, you could write extra notes that would help.  

Good luck! 

                         Love, Suzy  

By Arame N’Diaye & Na’Zyia Taylor 

Dear Suzy, 

I have a guy friend named “Ronnie” at school and he is my 

bestfriend but I like him. The problem is that he’s dating my 

other best friend “Melissa”. On numerous occasions I would 

get the courage to ask him out but “Melissa’s” presence would 

just make me feel cowardly. What can I do?? 

From, 
          -A complicated girl  

Dear complicated girl, 

Ask yourself this one question: Should they be in a relationship? If not 

eventually all relationships will come to an end and you’ll have your 

chance but for now stick to your schoolbooks.  

P.S. Middle School relationships never last!  

                           Love, Suzy  

 

stuff Easter eggs with candies 

and paint them. Mrs. Bowers 

ultimate desire was described 

as her students becoming clos-

er with the general population 

kids through talking and doing 

activities together.  

    By doing so she said that it 

will bring out their personality 

and make them feel special 

and unique with the under-

standing that there is nothing 

wrong with the students in her 

class. They just have different 

abilities. That is okay because 

everybody is different. They 

are all special in their own 

way! 

Overall it was a great and suc-

cessful experience.We are all 

looking forward to the Easter 

egg hunt and the Liner Bud-

dies, which should be happen-

ing soon! Stay tuned for 

Mrs.Bowers’ next activity!  
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            6TH GRADE     7TH GRADE                                      8TH GRADE 

       Holly Markus               Keona Watson                     Leonor Fontanez  

             6TH GRADE          7TH GRADE                                      8TH GRADE 

        Amanda  Parr                      Name Withheld                  Jonathan Santiago-Rivera 

            6TH GRADE     7TH GRADE                                         8TH GRADE 

   Amiaha Gonzalez                    Lauren Guions              Matt Foster 
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Advisers 

Mrs. Giacalone &  
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Photographer  

Mr. Mleziva 

6th Grade Staff Writers 

 

Peter Godshalk 

Gavin Pierson 

Brandon Wyant 

Dylan Myers 

Amiracle Harris 

Alyssa Gonzalez 

Sarah Allende 

Arame N’Diaye 

Bailey Marra 

Caitlyn Wierzbicki 

Daniel Fischer 

Regan Thompson 

Avaya Caldwell 

Bakari Wiltshire 

Holly Markus 

Shahd Hossein 

              

The Struggle  
Fictional poem  
By:Na’Zyia Taylor 

 While Mrs.L teaches, 
All I can think about is food, 
And in the deepest parts of my heart, 
Why do kids have to be so rude, 
I wish I had money, 
And food on the table, 
So when kids look at me don’t have to label, 
Everytime I go home, 
It’s always the same, 
My mom crying in a corner, 
Cause of all of the shame, 
She’s been through three jobs this week, 
But still the faucet has that rusty leak, 
Our dad left us to struggle on our own, 
He’s still our dad, 
But he never bothers to pick up the phone, 
My clothes are falling apart, 
As so is my heart, 
But I know things will be better, 
And I’ll be able to afford a brand new sweater! 

Special Stockings 
By Holly Markus and Shahd Hossein  

Everyone knows that the “Stockings were hung by the chimney 

with care”, at long last, we finally know who made those stock-

ings! Students in Mr. DeRaymond’s classroom lovingly sewed and 

crafted handmade stockings for the students in Mrs. Bower’s and 

Ms. Lazur’s classrooms so that their mantels would not be una-

dorned.  

    According to Mr. DeRaymond, though the process was long, the 

students were committed to sewing each stocking and spreading 

Christmas cheer. Through the project, they learned how to work so 

that someone else could benefit.  

     Jakhi Taylor, who created a gorgeous stocking for Calvin, felt 

the project was a success and he felt amazing giving the finished 

stuffed stockings to the students.  

“They were filled with toys and candies that the teachers donated, 

and it was nice to give them to the kids,” said Taylor.  

In the process, memories were created that will long be cherished.  


