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introduction
Gender is weird. The idea that there are only 
two genders is even weirder. Existing outside 
of the gender binary is difficult. People gener-
ally don’t understand or don’t want to. Fash-

ion becomes one of our most used tools tools 
to fuck with gender.  

 
In this zine I asked some of my closest friends 
to participate in a photoshoot in their most 
gender-affirming clothing. I also asked them 

to write a few words about how they see their 
gender intersect with their style. 

I’m incredibly thankfully to everyone who par-
ticipated with a special shout out to Evan who 
was also the main photographer. Thank you 

for helping me make this idea a reality. 
I love you all. 



w

chrys

As a person who’s gender iden-
tity lives in the glittery mess 

somewhere outside of the gen-
der spectrum, I get to just be 

me. While navigating dysphoria 
and the disaster that is social 

gender norms, I use fashion to 
express wherever I am that day. 
As a Black pretty femme mas-
culine of centre person queer 

kid, I tend to exist at the margin 
or margins and tho consistently 
battling trash oppressive life, me 
and my kin folk look pretty fuck-

ing cute doing it.

“

”







Fashion was always frustrating for 
me growing up. Between peer pres-
sure to wear certain things and my 
parents not having a lot of money, 

there weren’t a whole lot of options 
for me and I mostly relied on sec-
ond hand clothes and hand-me-

downs. Thrifting is something that 
stayed with me as I got older, but 

my style shifted to reflect how I had 
always wanted to dress – colours 
I wasn’t supposed to wear, tight 

clothes, flashy designs. Lots of days 
I’m just that weird kid in all black 

clothing, but I rarely miss an oppor-
tunity to dress up over the top.

“

”

jake



I think of myself as some sort of 
genderless sprite and I like to hope 
it shows. I shot these photos on my 
birthday and was feeling particu-

larly akin with pastels that day, but 
my style tends to differ depending 
on my mood--I like to buy things 
that don’t necessarily flatter me 

but express my personality, often 
as bright and even ugly as possi-
ble. Fashion has always been one 
of my favourite ways to express 
myself, it’s my own battle armor. 

Similarly, makeup to me, is in itself 
not inherently gendered, but rather 
my morning meditative routine to 

apply war paint for the day.

“

”

syd







I cut more than 10 inches of my hair off 
a month after leaving my high school 

behind; it felt liberating for more than one 
reason. During that time, I started to come 

to terms on what I felt comfortable with 
saying what I liked to wear and didn’t. For 
my entire childhood, my mother was the 
one who chose what I wore; even when I 
argued with her that I didn’t want to wear 

an item of clothing because it was too 
‘girly’. 

In the summer, I dyed a section of my 
hair blue and got an additional piercing 

as a way of telling myself and others that 
me being non-binary was still valid even 

though my fashion is more on the femme 
side. It was also a fuck you to a former 

employers who were transphobic. it’s not 
entirely about passing (which to me is hard 
to achieve as a non-binary person of co-

lour with Japanese parents), but also about 
resistance.

“

”

riley



I feel like my gender and style 
interact because a large part 
about what I wear has to do 

with dysphoria. I wear clothes 
that interact with my femme 
or masc side and a large part 
of that is wearing what I feel 
most at home in my body. 
I spent along time thinking 
about my body and gender 

but realizing it’s not a personal 
connection but more of a so-

cietal expectation let me break 
out of that binary a lot more.

“

”

cam







For me, dressing non-binary is 
an act of cultural resistance. I 
like my blazers sleeveless and 

my binders second-hand. I wear 
mascara on my brows and lip-

stick on my eyes. It won’t fit right 
unless it’s challenging a norm, 

or defying colonial standards for 
professionalism and capitalism’s 
expectations for correct prod-
uct use. The current visuals for 
gender-neutral fashion rely on 
whitewashed and editorialized 

androgyny. Why can’t non-bina-
ry fashion be accessible beyond 
bespoke, asymmetrical runway 

looks?

“

”

al



1. Enlarging my muscles and 
wearing high heels gives me 
the confidence to emascu-

late men. 
2. My mother wears tee-
shirts and jeans because 

she finds them comfortable. 
3. When I transcend I will 

be wearing a latex top and 
a pair of JNCO jeans with 

many pockets.

“

”

evan







Dark jeans, black shirts, rips 
and tears and a dash of cy-
berpunk. I get piercings ev-
ery couple of months, I get 

tattoos whenever I can afford 
them. My hair never gets lon-
ger then my chin anymore and 

the temptation to buzz it off 
again is high. I’ve been learn-
ing more about makeup, mix-
ing glittery eye corners with 
dark lipsticks but I still feel 

the most me with a relatively 
simple face. 

I’m still working it out.

“

”

sid



fin.


