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Phillies catcher Cameron Rupp

enters 2017 as the undisputed

starter for the first time in his

career, but he knows the hard

work is just beginning.
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S THE SAYING GOES, everything’s bigger in

Texas, and at first glance, Plano native CAMERON RUPP

seems to fit the bill. A hulking 6-foot-2, 260 pounds, the

starting catcher for the Philadelphia Phillies is a commanding

presence behind the plate.



	 The big man put up big numbers in 2016,

setting career highs in nearly every statistical

category. One thing that isn’t big about Rupp,

though, is his ego. Despite belting 98 hits, 16

home runs, and 54 RBIs in 2016, Rupp remains

as grounded and down-to-earth as they come.

He always knew he had the kind of talent to

play professionally, but the fact he’s a Major

League Baseball player who now gets recognized on the streets of Philadelphia is still a bit

surreal.

	 “I guess I’m considered a public figure,” he

said humbly. “It’s always nice when somebody

sees you outside of the field and wants to say

hello or take a picture. It’s cool to have fans

that support you.”

	

ROWING UP, Rupp spent his free

time like countless other kids in

America, playing baseball in his backyard and pretending he was stepping up to bat

with the game on the line. Rupp doesn’t have

to use his imagination these days. He is embarking on his third full MLB season in 2017,

and reaching the highest level of the sport is

something he truly cherishes.

	 “It’s a dream,” he said. “It’s the ultimate

goal you set for yourself when you start playing the game as a kid.”

	 Rupp, 28, has his family to thank for getting him hooked on baseball. His father Kevin

played A-level pro ball in the Montreal Expos

organization, and his uncle Chris was a college

player and coach.

	 “Baseball has always been kind of in our

blood,” Rupp said.

	 Even with a strong baseball background,

Rupp’s journey to the majors required patience and perseverance. In high school, Rupp

reached a bit of a crossroads. He was a standout in both baseball and football, and college

scouts were eyeing him up.

	 “Whenever my football coach would come
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up to me and be like, ‘Hey, what’s your interest level in college football?’ I’d say, “None. I

would love to play, but I’m gonna play baseball. Don’t even tempt me because I might

make the wrong decision.’”

	 Rupp loved playing football, but he didn’t

think he could make a living out of it. Baseball,

on the other hand, could turn into a professional career.

	 “I was better at baseball,” Rupp said. “I had

opportunities to go play football in college, but

I knew that I had a better chance with a future

in baseball.”

	 Rupp committed to play baseball at the University of Texas at Austin, but that spring, he

was selected by the Pittsburgh Pirates in the

43rd round of the MLB Draft. Just as Rupp was

tempted by offers to play college football, the

allure of a professional baseball contract with

the Pirates was hard to resist. However, he believed in himself enough to know that re-entering the draft later on, with a few solid college

seasons under his belt, could result in a more

lucrative offer.

	 “I kind of priced myself out,” Rupp said.

“And I knew how important it was to go to

school, not only academically, but for the ex-



perience as well.”

	 Rupp decided to major in education, so if

his baseball career didn’t pan out, he could

be a teacher and also work as a coach at the

school where he taught.

	 “That’s something I’ve always enjoyed doing, is working with kids and giving them lessons and helping them become better players,”

he explained.

	 Even though he was prepared to do so,

Rupp never had the chance to teach. After

three strong college seasons, the Phillies drafted him in the third round of the 2010 draft. The

decision to spurn the Pirates in 2007 and attend school paid dividends, and looking back

on his college years, Rupp knows he made the

right choice.

	 “After I went through the lower levels of the

minor leagues, I don’t know if I would have

been able to handle it coming out of high

school,” he said. “College prepared me for it.

I’m very, very glad I went.”

	

UPP SPENT THREE SEASONS

working his way up the minor league

ranks, and late in the 2013 season, he

was rewarded and called up to the big leagues.

On Sept. 10, 2013, he made his MLB debut

when manager Ryne Sandberg penciled him in

as the team’s starting catcher against the San

Diego Padres. The Phillies lost that night, but

Rupp recorded his first major league hit, and

the experience was one he will never forget.

	 “It’s something that you dream about since

the time you could pick up a baseball,” Rupp

said. “The first time you put that big league

uniform on, it’s special.”

	 Of course, just because Rupp had made

the majors didn’t mean the hard work was
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“The goal is to get to the

big leagues and then to stay.

Establishing myself as a starter

is a great feeling.”



A Fan at Heart

Rupp might be a professional MLB player

these days, but that doesn’t mean he’s not

still a big baseball fan at heart. He relishes

the opportunity to catch pitches thrown by

some of the game’s biggest stars.

“I got to catch Cole [Hamels] a couple times,

AJ Burnett, Cliff Lee,” he said. “There’s guys

that have pitched in the big leagues for a

long time that I’ve shared the field with.”



over. He found himself right back in the minor leagues to start the 2014 season, although

he once again earned a call-up. After joining

the Phillies in June, Rupp started 18 games

that year—an improvement on the 3 games

he started the year prior, but a mere drop in

the bucket compared to the 104 games started

by 2008 World Series-winning catcher Carlos

Ruiz. Still, any MLB playing time is a plus, and

Rupp worked to further establish himself.

	 “Every time I get a chance to play, it’s an opportunity to show that I belong here,” Rupp said.

	 Rupp did more than simply show he belonged. His powerful arm, reliable defense,

and consistent bat won over the trust of his

manager and teammates. Rupp split the 2015



schedule equally with Ruiz, and in 2016,

Rupp’s name was posted on the dugout lineup

card more often than not. The torch was fully

passed to Rupp when the Phillies shipped Ruiz

to the Los Angeles Dodgers last August.

	 “The goal is to get to the big leagues and

then to stay,” Rupp said. “Establishing myself

as a starter is a great feeling.”

	

S HAPPY AS HE IS to have such

a large role on the team, Rupp can’t

get complacent. Two of the Phillies’

top 15 prospects—Jorge Alfaro and Andrew

Knapp—are catchers. Such is the life of a baseball player. There’s always going to be someone younger in the pipeline. Rupp takes the
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As if playing with and against baseball legends wasn’t cool enough, Rupp has a few

souvenirs from his All-Star encounters. In

addition to some of his own memorabilia,

like the balls from his first hit and his first

home run, he has an impressive collection of

mementos from his baseball heroes.

“I enjoy collecting some bats and some balls

signed,” he said. “I got a couple jerseys

signed by guys. I mean, it’s kind of cool.

Especially guys that I looked up to growing

up watching the game. I’ve got a David Ortiz

jersey that’s signed, I got a Ryan Howard, a

Cole Hamels. Guys you kind of watched and

you idolized growing up, guys you wanted to

be like. It was always cool to get to share the

field with them, and then to have something

that I’ll get to cherish for a long time and

have hanging in my house.”
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Around the Horn with Cameron Rupp

Favorite hobbies? “I do a lot of hunting. I enjoy being outdoors, playing golf when I can. I’m not very good,

but I enjoy going out there. Hanging out with my dogs. I enjoy having them around. My brother lives with me, he

lives at my house, so I spend a lot of time with him. We go out and hunt together. It’s a good time.”

Favorite teammate(s)? “Cody Asche and Chase Utley. Cody and I came up together, we got to the big

leagues right around the same time, and we were right next to Chase when we were put in the clubhouse. Both

of our lockers were right next to each other, right next to Chase’s, and he kind of took us under his wing, kind of

showed us the ropes on the road, and took care of us. Chase was awesome. I’ll never forget, when he got traded,

I felt like my dog died.”

Most Memorable MLB Moment? “Being in the dugout for Cole Hamels’ no-hitter against the Cubs a

couple years ago at Wrigley Field. The history there and a no-hitter there, to be in the dugout, to be on the team

and get to celebrate with him, that’s pretty special. That’s one of my favorite moments, outside of my first start

and first big league hit, that’s right there. That’s really, really cool.”

Go-to pre-game meal? “A nice big cup of coffee. That’s really it. About an hour before the game, I’ll

start drinking a cup of coffee until it’s about time to go out.”

Strangest fan encounter? “There hasn’t been anything too strange. At least anything I can say.

I’ve been asked to sign a lot of things. A lot of things that are a little strange, but we won’t get into that.”

Favorite road ballpark? “My favorite is Yankee Stadium. Just the history. I know it’s the new

Yankee Stadium, but it’s still Yankee Stadium. All the history there, it just feels like that’s where

baseball started. It’s a special place.”

Least favorite road ballpark? “Miami, probably. There’s not a whole lot of energy in that

stadium when you go there. The atmosphere is just not what it is everywhere else. It’s different.”

Favorite movie? “Step Brothers.”

Favorite music performer? “George Strait.”

Favorite food? “My mom’s meatloaf.”
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situation in stride and insists he doesn’t feel

any pressure from the young guns nipping at

his heels.

	 “Pressure? Not really, but motivation, yes,”

he said. “It’s just like with any job. If you’re

not improving, if you’re not successful, somebody is going to come take your job. That’s the

way it is at anything that you do.”

	 Although Rupp was alrerady the team’s undisputed starting catcher entering spring training, he does not take the luxury of an MLB

roster spot lightly.

	 “I continue to tell myself that I’m competing for a job every year,” he said. “Whether

I’ve got one year of service time or ten years of

service time, somebody wants my job. They’re

going to do everything they can to show that

they belong. It keeps me going. I just take it

and run with it.”

	 Rupp is looking forward to contributing in

2017, his second season in the number one role.

	 “I want to do whatever I can to help the

team win,” he said. “Whatever numbers those

are, whatever is going to help my team win,

that’s what I want. If it’s not behind the plate

and I’ve gotta do it offensively, great. If I’m

struggling offensively, I hope that defensively

I’m sharp and I’m helping our pitching staff get

better each night.”

	 In 2016, Rupp had a lingering arm issue (“I

wouldn’t call it an injury,” he said. “It was just,

my arm wasn’t 100 percent last year”), but he

feels completely healthy heading into 2017.

He’s excited to see what he and the up-andcoming Phillies can do.

	 “I’m fired up,” Rupp said. “We’ve got a lot

of young talent, especially on our pitching

staff. We’ve got a lot of young arms, not only

that are gonna be in the rotation this year, but

in the years to come. We saw a lot of young

kids make their debut last year that helped

us win some ball games late in the year, and

then we’ve added some veterans. It’s in the

upswing and it can only keep getting better.”

	 Most pundits have the Phillies pegged for a

few more tough years of rebuilding before the

team finds itself back in the postseason, but

Rupp believes the light at the end of the tunnel

is a lot closer than people think.

	 “Experts can say we’re gonna compete in

the next couple of years, yeah. But you know

what? We’re gonna come out to compete every night this year,” Rupp said. “We’re gonna

come out ready to win, we’re gonna have fun,

and it’s gonna be an exciting year for us.”

	 Regardless of when the Phillies re-establish

themselves as a championship-caliber team,

the big Texan is thrilled to have found a home

away from home in Philadelphia.

	 “I want to play where I’m wanted, and I

feel like I’m wanted here,” Rupp said. “I’m

playing where I’m wanted and I enjoy every

minute of it.” n



Learning from Chooch

Before Rupp took the reins as the Phillies starting catcher

in 2016, he spent three seasons backing up 2008 World

Series Champion Carlos Ruiz behind the plate. Philadelphia fans always had a soft spot for the man they called

Chooch, and Rupp did, too.

“Chooch is awesome,” Rupp said. “One of the best. He’s

caught the most perfect games and no hitters in Major

League history next to Jason Varitek. That’s a pretty cool

accomplishment. Not many, heck, I mean, there ain’t too

many people that can say that.”

Ruiz was a master behind the plate during his time in Philadelphia, something that Rupp made sure

to pay close attention to.

“What better guy to learn from than a guy that’s called no-hitters and perfect games?” he said. “That’s

kind of what I picked up from him. Learning how to call games, learning how to make in-game adjustments. He was very good at it.”

Any time Rupp was catching a game during Chooch’s tenure, he made sure to check with Chooch

between innings to see if the veteran had any advice.

“He would always help me,” Rupp said. “When I’d come into the dugout, I’d ask him, ‘Hey, what do

you see?’ and he’d always give me a tip here and there. ‘Maybe look at this, see if this is happening.’

He was good at it. That’s why he’s been around for so long and been so successful.”

Not only was Ruiz a good teacher, but a good source of comic relief in the clubhouse as well. Rupp

named Ruiz as the funniest teammate he ever had.

“Chooch has always got tricks up his sleeves, and jokes,” Rupp said. “He’s always having a good time,

playing with some pranks. It was always fun hearing him laugh.”
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