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DISCLAIMER

This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the U.S. Government.

Neither the U.S. Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, nor any of their

contractors, subcontractors or their employees, makes any warranty or representation, express or

implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness

of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not

infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or

service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not necessarily constitute or

imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the U.S. Government or any agency thereof.

The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the

U.S. Government or any agency thereof.
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Preface 

The Federal Radiological Monitoring and Assessment Center (FRMAC) is a federal emergency response asset

whose assistance may be requested by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), the Department of

Defense (DoD), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC),

and state and local agencies to respond to a nuclear or radiological incident. It is an interagency organization

with representation from the Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration

(DOE/NNSA), the Department of Defense (DoD), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and other

federal agencies.

FRMAC, in its present form, was created in 1987 when the radiological support mission was assigned to the

DOE’s Nevada Operations Office by DOE Headquarters. The FRMAC asset, including its predecessor

entities, was created, grew, and evolved to function as a response to radiological incidents. Radiological

emergency response exercises showed the need for a coordinated approach to managing federal emergency

monitoring and assessment activities.

The mission of FRMAC is to coordinate and manage all federal radiological environmental monitoring and

assessment activities during a nuclear or radiological incident within the United States in support of state,

local, tribal governments, DHS, and the federal coordinating agency.

Radiological emergency response professionals with the DOE’s national laboratories support the Radiological

Assistance Program (RAP), National Atmospheric Release Advisory Center (NARAC), the Aerial Measuring

System (AMS), and the Radiation Emergency Assistance Center/Training Site (REAC/TS). These teams

support the FRMAC to provide:





Atmospheric transport modeling







Radiation monitoring







Radiological analysis and data assessments







Medical advice for radiation injuries



In support of field operations, the FRMAC provides geographic information systems, communications,

mechanical, electrical, logistics, and administrative support. The size of the FRMAC is tailored to the incident

and is comprised of emergency response professionals drawn from across the federal government. State and

local emergency response teams may also integrate their operations with FRMAC, but are not required to.
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