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Architecture of Ancient Greek Temples



Iktinos and Kallikrates

Parthenon, 447-432 BCE

30.88m x 69.5m, Pentelic Marble

Ancient Greece

Iktinos and Kallikrates’ temple, the Parthenon, was built on the Acropolis of Athens in

dedication to Athena, the goddess of wisdom and the patron to the city of Athens. The Parthenon

was built as a global symbol of Greek victory in the defeat of the invading Persian armies.

However, after the Persian attack on the city in 480 BCE, the project to rebuild the temple began

in 490 BCE and was funded by the Delian League, which was a Greek political alliance aiming



to diffuse the Persian threat. Although this building has aged, it remains as a symbol of bravery

and conquest in Athens, the heart of Greece. This prominent temple which can be seen from all

views of Athens functioned as a treasury of the city and symbolized the wealth and power of this

city. The Parthenon is of Doric style, a style from the early Classical period that is characterized

by its simplicity. The Doric style is seen in the large columns that are characterized with fluting,

which is the vertical indentations within the columns, and in the simple bases and capitals of the

columns. The triglyphs that lied above the center and in between columns were also of Doric

element. A very important feature of this building was the metope sculptures that ran across all

four sides of the temple that depicted stories of the Greeks fighting various enemies. Along with

Doric features, there are many Ionic features as seen in the frieze that runs across all sides of the

temple and in the four columns that support the interior opisthodomos, or rear porch of an

ancient Greek temple. The Parthenon is an ancient Greek monument that is globally known for

its strong architectural elements and honors the brilliance behind the dedication of Athenians to

the ancient Greek goddess, Athena.



Mnesikles

Erectheion, 421-406 BCE

22.22m x 11.16m, Paros Marble

Ancient Greece

Mneiskles’ temple, the Erectheion, was built on the Acropolis of Athens and served to

hold the wooden statue of Athena. This was to demonstrate glory and success in this city at the

peak of holding power. In contrast to the Parthenon, the Erectheion is an entirely Ionic styled

temple. Ionic elements are seen greatly in the columns that are more narrow than Doric style

columns. These columns are characterized by volutes, which is a scroll-like feature at the capital

of the column. In addition, there is a frieze above the columns that consist of blue marble and an

entablature that is detailed and surrounds all superior sides of the temple. The detailed six

sculptures of female figures surrounding the south side of the Erectheion, known as caryatids,

uniquely bind the temple together. These sculptures resemble columns by their long straight



bodies that bear the weight of the Erectheion porch roof seen in their contrapposto pose, which is

detailed with their knee pressed forward and shift in their hips. One of the significant aspects of

this building is its asymmetry due to the fitting of this temple into a tight space in the Acropolis

of Athens against a cliff. The architects created different levels of this temple to accommodate to

the space they were building on. For instance, on the North Porch, the columns are larger and

taller in structure in contrast to the Porch of the Maidens where the caryatids stand, which are

significantly shorter in height and size. Even though the Erectheion is a dedication to the

goddess, Athena, it is also a tribute to the advanced and clever architecture of the architects who

built this temple during the Classical period.



Antimachides, Antistates, Decimus Cossutius, Callaeschrus, Porinus

Temple of Olympian Zeus, 174-131 BCE

110.35m x 43.68m, Pentelic Marble

Ancient Greece

The Temple of Olympian Zeus, also called the Olympieion, was completed by the Roman

emperor, Hadrian, after 630 years after building the temple had begun. It was one of the tallest

temples of the world during the Roman period. It sits in the south-east area of the Acropolis of

Athens and was dedicated to Zeus, Greek god of the sky and the ruler of Olympian gods. This

building was destroyed in its making several times by barbarians and became deserted from use

ever since. Unlike the previous two temples, this building has Corinthian elements as seen in the

columns, which are characterized by its ornate decoration and acanthus leave carvings seen on

the top of the column capitals. These Corinthian columns were the first to be built around the

exterior of a major ancient Greek temple. After the completion of this temple by Roman

emperor, Hadrian, this temple was surrounded by a total of 104 Corinthian columns. This temple



once housed a massive gold and ivory statue of the god, Zeus, in the cella of this temple, which

is the inner area of the temple. Although the statue of Zeus no longer remains and only 15 of the

104 columns still stand at the site, this temple was a transition from Ionic to Corinthian order and

its ambitious arrangement inspired subsequent architects to build temples of similar

characteristics.



Iktinus

Temple of Hephaestus, 449 BCE – 444 BCE

13.71m x 38.24m, Pentelic and Parian Marble

Ancient Greece

Iktinus’ temple, the Temple of Hephaestus was one of the most preserved temples of

ancient Greece. It is located on Agoraios Kolonos hill in Athens and was built in 5th century BC.

This temple was turned into a Christian church in the seventh century and became a burial place

for many Protestants later in the Greek War of Independence. Originally, it was dedicated to

Hephaestus, the Greek god of volcanoes and metalworking, and the goddess, Athena. This

temple symbolizes the rise of Greece’s structure as a civilization and it depicts the importance of

metalwork shops located in Athens during this period. The Doric elements seen in this temple

include the Doric styled columns, six in the rear and front and thirteen on each side. Like the

Parthenon, these columns are characterized by their simplicity, unornamented bases and capitals,

and vertical fluting along the shaft of the columns. The Doric influence is also seen in the frieze



above the columns. Scenes from the life of Thesius, a Greek mythological hero similar to

Hercules are depicted on the frieze and metopes of the temple. In addition, on the east side frieze

of the temple there are depictions of Hercules completing his labors. As one of the most

preserved temples of ancient Greece, this temple demonstrates the skilled craft behind its

architecture and is one of the most visited Greek temples to this day.



Iktinus

Sounion, ~440BCE

31.12m x 13.47m, Marble

Ancient Greece

The Sounion by Iktinus was intended to be a religious Greek sanctuary dedicated to the

god of the sea, Poseidon, and to the goddess of wisdom, Athena. This sanctuary lies on a cliff

overlooking the Aegean Sea and unlike the previous temples listed here, this temple is not

located near the Acropolis of Athens. This temple originally contained 34 columns, but only 15

remain to this day. These columns were of the Doric style, similar to the Parthenon and Temple

of Hephaestus. However, this temple differs from the other two temples due to the 16 vertical

flutes along the shaft of the columns versus the 20 vertical flutes seen in the other two temples.

Like the other temples, this temple also held a statue of its dedicated god, but it too, no longer

exists. This temple was once important in controlling ships into the Saronic Gulf and symbolizes
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