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VOTE

CLAIRE WRIGHT

INDEPENDENT

Free to speak. Free to act



CLAIRE WRIGHT

INDEPENDENT PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATE



GENERAL ELECTION MANIFESTO

Devon East General Election Results 2015



Claire Wright came second in 2015, with a 24 per cent vote share.

She is the ONLY candidate who can win the seat from the current MP.



If I am elected as Devon East’s MP I would listen to you and campaign on issues you tell

me are important to you.

An Independent has exactly the same rights as other MPs and I would work cross-party to achieve my

manifesto pledges.



Photo: Paula Fernley Photography



As an Independent I have no party whip to tell me how to vote. I am free to speak and free to act.



Please display this poster in your window. If you can help, please contact:

Claire Wright Tel: 01404 815771 Email: claire@claire-wright.org

Instagram: clairewright_independent Twitter: @ClaireWrightInd Facebook: Claire Wright Independent Parliamentary Candidate for East Devon

Promoted by Tansy Baigent, 14 Cornhill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1DW

Designed by Julia Wherrell Associates Ltd, Little Hound Studio, South Zeal EX20 2JR

Printed by Solopress, 9 Stock Rd, Southend-on-Sea SS2 5QF



Thank you to all the people who contacted me to tell me that I am the best person to be Devon East’s

MP. In the 2015 parliamentary election I came second with 13,140 votes and a 24 per cent share, which

was much more than the Lib Dems and Labour combined.

I am the ONLY candidate who can beat the Conservative candidate. YOUR vote can help me get there.



ABOUT

CLAIRE

WRIGHT



I was elected as Ottery St Mary Rural Ward’s Independent Devon County

Councillor in 2013 and was re-elected on 4 May with 3,638 votes - the biggest

number of votes and biggest vote share at 75 per cent, in Devon.

I was an East Devon District Councillor for Ottery St

Mary Rural ward between 2011 and 2015 when I stood

down to focus on being a County Councillor.

I have lived in the Ottery St Mary area for 11 years and in

Devon all my life.

I am a columnist for the Express &amp; Echo and the Devon

Woodland Trust tree champion.I have one teenage daughter.



A threat to our

countryside

and nature



Our hospitals in crisis?



We need some development, especially

for younger people and those of us on low

incomes. However, significant levels of

building in our towns and villages have put

huge pressure on schools, GP surgeries,

roads and health services. The 2012 National

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has

meant that gaining planning consent for

inappropriate schemes is easier than before.



Local health service staff tell me they are short-staffed,

stressed and that services are hopelessly underfunded.



Our NHS – nationally and across the Devon Easst constituency - is at risk. Many services, hospital beds and

buildings are under threat of closure or being sold off.

I have worked hard and effectively as a Devon County Councillor, to hold NHS managers to account and am a

member of Devon County Council’s Health and Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee.



If you elect me as your MP, I will:

n	 Fight vigorously to protect community hospitals

and other local health services from cuts

n	 Work cross-party to achieve more NHS funding to

keep pace with demand



A major issue facing East Devon, and elsewhere, is that nature is in serious trouble due to habitat loss, pesticide

use and climate change. The latest State of Nature report has described the UK as among the most nature

depleted countries in the world, with one in seven species facing extinction and more than half in decline.

If you elect me as your MP, I will:

n	 Work cross-party to amend the NPPF so it is less about growth at any price and more about balanced

communities

n	 Listen and act upon local people’s views on protection of the countryside and nature



n	 Press for more funding for social care, which is

still significantly lower than it was in 2010

n	 Strongly oppose plans that disadvantage our

NHS, such as the creation of NHS Property

Services which seeks to sell off hospitals and

health centres



One third of schools in Devon face substantial budget cuts under a new government funding formula. Our

schools are already among the lowest funded in the country with a shocking shortfall of £290 per pupil

compared to the national average. If the cuts go ahead, schools face

teaching job losses, increased class sizes and fewer subjects.



Tourism is particularly important to East Devon’s

economy and this must be fully recognised by

politicians, locally and nationally.



The Conservative government has the money to fund our state schools

properly, however, they are putting BILLIONS of pounds into free schools

and new grammar schools instead.



Younger people



If you elect me as your MP, I will:



Many teenagers and those in their early twenties

feel more left out than ever as government policy

appears to ignore their needs. This is at a time

when higher education is becoming unaffordable,

jobs are harder to come by, and many are starting

their working lives in a sea of debt.

The only way to change this is for more young

people to vote. The only way to change anything is

to get involved in politics. Voting is the first step.

If you elect me as your MP, I will:



If you elect me as your MP, I will:



n	 Work towards giving 16 year olds the right

to vote



n	 Work to reverse the recent increase in

business rates



n	 Help young people to have a voice in

improving their communities



n	 Listen to small businesses and their

requirements and work to achieve a better

deal



n	 Work for improvements to underfunded

mental health services, counselling and

pastoral support in schools



n	 Be a champion for independent traders



Register to vote by 22 May.

Website: www.gov.uk/register-to-vote



n	 Support local schools and parents and work cross-party at a local

and national level to gain a realistic and fair level of funding for

East Devon’s education system

n	 Listen to headteachers views on local education provision and

represent these views in parliament



BREXIT



Local independent traders often struggle to

make ends meet, especially with the pressures of

new business rates, while big business tends to

have a more preferential deal from government.



I took part in a live health debate in January on BBC Spotlight.



A risk to our local schools



n	 Urge government ministers to do all they can to comply with vital climate change targets



A champion for

independent

traders



Copyright BBC.



As an East Devon District Councillor between Being interviewed by ITV Westcountry about the beavers on the

2011 and 2015 I worked hard to ensure its

River Otter.

Local Plan policies were less damaging and that

it operated in a much more transparent manner.



I voted to REMAIN in the European Union for a range of reasons, including environmental,

employment, business and the simple belief that we are better off working alongside our

neighbours in a productive way.

I do acknowledge though that many people were unhappy with aspects of the EU and had

concerns about some of its functions.

I am very concerned about the possibility of a ‘hard Brexit’, which could see us without an

adequate deal from the EU and reliant on trade deals with countries who do not share our high

standards on health, human rights, employment, animal welfare and the environment, as well as

a range of other issues.

I believe it is vital that there is a meaningful vote on any final Brexit deal.
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