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To purchase the Ventura County Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance:

Call 805/654-2486 or

Go to the Resource Management Agency Planning Counter

3rd floor of the Government Center Hall of Administration

800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA

(We can no longer provide free supplements as the ordinance is updated.)



This Zoning Ordinance is also available on our website:

http://www.ventura.org/planning

under Ordinances and Regulations



For general questions about this ordinance, call

the Planning Division at:

805/654-2488 or 654-2451



DISCLAIMER

The Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance is Chapter 1 of Division 8 (Planning &amp;

Development). This version was produced by the Planning Division. The

“Official” version of this ordinance is held by the Clerk of the Board of

Supervisors. The Planning Division coordinates closely with the Clerk’s

Office to ensure the accuracy of the Ordinance’s contents, even if its

format may differ from the one produced by the Clerk’s Office.

Informational notes may appear in italics that are not a part of the

adopted ordinance, but provide clarification.
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BACKGROUND AND HISTORY

The Ventura County Zoning Ordinance was enacted on March 18, 1947, by

Ordinance No. 412. Each formal action by the Board of Supervisors to

establish or amend the code is done by enacting an "ordinance." These

actions are numbered sequentially. For example, the creation of the first

County Zoning Ordinance was the 412th ordinance action taken by the

Supervisors. It should be noted that the Zoning Ordinance falls within

Division 8 of the total Ventura County Ordinance Code and is specifically

referenced as Chapter 1 of Division 8. The discussion that follows is

intended to provide the reader with a general understanding of the Zoning

Ordinance’s evolution and structure. It is not a definitive analysis.

The Zoning Ordinance was adopted at the same time as the Uniform

Building Code and collectively established the initial regulatory scheme for

structures and land uses. The Zoning Ordinance provided little regulation,

but it did establish the initial zoning of land. This initial Zoning Ordinance

bears little resemblance to modern-day zoning ordinances and has

undergone numerous amendments since 1947.

Amendments during the 1950s added significantly to the Ordinance and

by 1962 it was necessary to "reorder" it into a more coherent format.

Another major reformatting occurred in 1968. By the late 1960s,

numerous individual zoning districts (e.g. M1 Industrial, RBH Residential

Beach Harbor) had been created and most of the basic regulatory

provisions of the present code had been established.

During the 1970s, environmental laws and legal decisions, particularly

those requiring consistency between zoning and the General Plan, led to

further expansions of the Ordinance. The 1980s saw amendments that

enhanced the County's ability to regulate oil and mining activities, and

recover costs for permit processing and abatement of violations.

The cumulative additions to the Ordinance since the 1960s led to an

unwieldy document that once again needed restructuring. This was

addressed through the re-codification of 1983 (Ordinance No. 3658). The

restructured code appeared in “letter-size” format and introduced a

"matrix" to depict uses allowed in each zone. It also reduced the number

of separate zones and centralized development standards. The general

format established at this time is still in use today.

1983 was also the year that the Zoning Ordinance was divided into the

Coastal Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance No. 3654) for coastal areas and the

Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance that covers all areas outside the Coastal

Zone. The two codes are structured in parallel, but differ in many detailed

ways. Over the years they have grown apart as the Non-Coastal Zoning

Ordinance has undergone more frequent amendments which were not

simultaneously incorporated into the Coastal Zoning Ordinance.
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The Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance was amended substantially in 1995 by

Ordinance No. 4092. The changes were primarily to clarify or correct

existing language and simplify the permitting process. Another change to

the ordinance in 1995 was the introduction of editorial notes in italics to

provide guidance to readers. These notations, however, are not law and

thus not a formal part of the Zoning Ordinance. The 1995 amendments

were extensive enough to warrant the re-publication of the entire code.

Prior to July of 2002 the Ordinance was published solely by the County

Clerk’s Office. Beginning in mid-2002 the Planning Division began

publishing an “un-official” version of the Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance

that is electronically indexed and located on the Division’s website. Every

possible effort has been made to ensure that the contents of the Planning

Division’s version are consistent with the Clerk’s version. The Planning

Division’s version differs in format and style to facilitate its incorporation

onto the internet. Versions of the Ordinance prepared by the Clerk’s Office

are identifiable by the "ordinance change" number (OC-1) in the lower

right corner of each page. Any subsequent change to the text on a given

page is noted with the next higher number, e.g., OC-2, OC-3, etc. This

numbering system was started fresh following the 1995 re-publication of

the Ordinance. The Planning Division’s version of the Non-Coastal Zoning

Ordinance does not include “OC” numbers. Instead, the footer on each

page will identify when the code was last amended. An index of

amendments by section number will be added so one can determine

where amendments have occurred in the code.

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors keeps the only official record of

each individual amendment to the Zoning Ordinance. The Planning

Division keeps copies of the milestone versions of the codified Zoning

Ordinance, e.g. the versions from 1968, 1983, and 1995, among others.

These documents may be useful if one wants to research various

amendments. Changes since 1983 can be tracked by noting the

parenthetical dates and ordinance numbers at the end of a given code

section or following the heading of a given Article in the Zoning Ordinance.

These notations indicate when the Section or Article was added or last

amended. Where no note appears, the language typically dates from the

re-codification of 1983, although some wording may have been carried

forward from preceding versions of the code.

Individuals who purchase the Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance can update it

by

consulting

the

Planning

Division’s

website

http://www.ventura.org/planning and downloading the current version, or

portions of it. The Planning Division no longer provides up-dated pages for

previously purchased Ordinances.

Planning Staff, Winter 2008
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