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Slovenia in Brief
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Slovenia is the only country in Europe that encompasses the Alps, the Mediterranean, the Pannonian plain and the Karst.



2



Full name: Republic of Slovenia (Republika Slovenija)

Population: 2,062,874 (2015)

Capital: Ljubljana (about 270,000 residents)

Political System: Parliamentary democracy

Currency: Euro: (EUR 1= 100 cents)

Official languages: Slovenian; in ethnically mixed border areas also Hungarian and Italian.

Nationalities (2002 census): Slovenian 83%; Italian 0.1%; Hungarian 0.3%; Croat 1.8%;

Serbian 2.0%

Religion (2002 census): Roman Catholic 57.8%, Muslim 2.4%, Orthodox 2.3%, other

Christian 0.9%, unaffiliated 3.5%, other or unspecified 23%, none 10.1%.

Surface Area: 20,273 km² (7,827 sq. mi) about the size of Massachusetts

Bordering countries: Austria, Italy, Hungary, Croatia

Length of coastline: 46.6 km (28.5 miles)

Geography: Slovenia is geographically divided into four basic types of landscape - Alpine

in the north, (42.1%), Mediterranean in the south-west (8.6%), Dinaric mountain area in

the south (28.1%), and Pannonian Plain in the east (21.2%)

Climate: Continental in the central part, Alpine in the north-west and sub-Mediterranean

along the coast and its hinterland.

Highest mountain: Triglav 2,864 m (9,396 ft)

Largest protected area: Triglav National Park (207,091 acres or 4% of the territory of

Slovenia)

Largest underground cave: Postojnska jama - 19.5 km (11.8 miles)

Largest lake: Cerknica Lake (intermittent) - 26 km² (10 sq mi)

Longest river: Sava - 221 km (137 miles)

Time zone: GMT/UTC +1

State observed holidays: January 1 (New Year’s), February 8 (Cultural Day), Easter

Monday, April 27 (Resistance Day), June 25 (Statehood Day), August 15 (Assumption

Day), October 31 (Reformation Day), November 1 (Day of Remembrance of the Dead)

December 25 (Christmas), December 26 (Independence and Unity Day)



Slovenia borders Italy to the west, Austria to the north, Hungary to the east and Croatia in

the south. The shape of the country is reminiscent of a chicken, its size compares to that of

Massachusetts.



Useful websites:

General information about Slovenia: www.slovenia.si &amp; www.slovenia.info

Slovenian Government’s site: www.vlada.si

Government Communication Office: www.ukom.gov.si
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History of Slovenia



3900 BC: Pile dwellings on the Ljubljana Marshes. (Source: www.visitljubljana.si)

Slovenia lies at the crossroads of the Alps,

the Pannonian Plain and the Mediterranean

– an area of dynamic history. Various

peoples helped shape the area’s cultural

heritage. The first evidence of human

habitation in the territory of the presentday Slovenia goes back 250,000 years. Pile

dwellings on the Ljubljana Marshes date

back to 3900 B.C. The Illyrians from the

early Iron Age were followed by the Celts,

who in the 3rd century BC established the



Celtic Kingdom of Noricum. Noricum

became a Roman province and the period

of the Roman Empire left a rich heritage in

numerous towns that now carry Slovenian

names. For example Ljubljana, the capital of

Slovenia, was founded 2000 years ago as the

Roman colony Emona.

In the 6th century, Slovenia’s Slavic

ancestors emerged from beyond the

Carpathian Mountains and settled in the

territory of present-day Slovenia. As early as



Prince’s Stone (Knežji kamen)



•	 The first book in the Slovenian language was printed in 1550 A.D. but the first written

document had been written about 500 years before. The Freising Manuscripts, written closely

before the year 1000, are the earliest preserved writings in Slovenian as well as the earliest

Slavic texts, written in the Latin alphabet. They are stored in the Bavarian State Museum in

Munich.
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Interesting Fact
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The principality of Carantania was notable for the ancient ritual of installing their dukes. The

ritual took place at the Prince’s Stone and was performed in a Slavic language. It persisted in

its original form until 1414. The installation ritual was described by French historian Jean Bodin

in his book Les Six Livres de la République. Thomas Jefferson underlined a reference to it in his

copy of the book, which gave rise to speculation that it inspired him in writing the draft of the

“Declaration of Independence”.



the 7th century, the first state of Slovenians

was founded in the area, the principality of

Carantania, which endured for almost 300

years. It was not until 1991 that Slovenians

again lived in their own sovereign state.

Until the late 20th century, foreign rulers

governed the Slovenians: first the Habsburg

Monarchy and then the Austro-Hungarian

Empire from 1867 to the end of World War

I in 1918.

Throughout these years, Slovenians

managed to establish and preserve a

national identity, mainly through culture

and language. Since 1550, when the

Protestant Primož Trubar penned the word

Slovenians for the first time, a common

Slovenian national identity has slowly

developed. The compulsory elementary

schooling introduced in the 18th century,

enabled the Slovenians to survive as a

nation, however the Habsburg Monarchy

prevented them from achieving political

autonomy. The idea of a unified Slovenia

only emerged in 1843. In 1848 a small

group of Slovenian intellectuals drew up the

first Unified Slovenia national plan.

The collapse of Austria-Hungary (1918)

divided the Slovenian ethnic territory

among four states. The largest, central part

came under the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats

and Slovenians, later renamed Yugoslavia

(1929), while Northern Carinthia became



part of Austria, and most of the Western

regions (Primorska and Notranjska) were

given to Italy. Prekmurje, with mixed

Hungarian/Slovenian population, was

divided between the Kingdom of Serbs,

Croats and Serbs and Hungary. After World

War II, most of the Slovenian territory

under Italy was reunited with Slovenia,

which became one of the republics of

Yugoslavia, under the communist rule

(1945-1991).

After being part of Yugoslavia for more

than seventy years, the Slovenians almost

unanimously opted for independence. In

a 1990 plebiscite, almost 90 per cent of

the Slovenian electorate voted in favor of

Slovenian independence and sovereignty.

On June 25, 1991, Slovenia became an

independent state. The determination

to build a nation based on the principles

of democracy, respect for human rights

and the rule of law was challenged

immediately. A relatively short yet

decisive armed conflict with the Yugoslav

army resulted in months of negotiations.

Those times of transition were a trial of

the will of the Slovenian nation, requiring

determination and courage, as well as the

intellectual capacity, spiritual power, unity,

responsibility and statesmanship.

This was soon confirmed by actions of

the international community. In January

1992, the European Community recognized

Slovenia. On April 7, 1992, the new nation

was recognized by the United States and

soon after diplomatic relations between the

two countries were established. On May 22

1992, Slovenia joined the United Nations

(UN). In October 1997 it became a nonpermanent member of the Security Council

for a period of two years. In 2004 Slovenia

became a member of the European Union

(EU) and NATO. Slovenia presided over the

Organization for Security and Cooperation

in Europe (OSCE) in 2005 and over the

Council of the EU in 2008. The country

joined the Organization of Economic

Cooperation and Development (OECD)

in 2010. For the past 25 years Slovenia has

been advocating effective multilateralism

and international justice, with the UN

as its core focus. Slovenia’s international

engagement is firmly based in endeavors

for peace and security, the rule of law,

sustainable development, and human rights.
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SLOVENIA

Slovenia’s independence was declared on 25 June 1991, and was followed by a short war, which claimed dozens of lives. In 1992, Slovenia joined the United Nations. In 2004 Slovenia became a

member of the European Union and the NATO and in 2010 it joined the OECD.



Historic Milestones:

55,000 BC: The oldest musical instrument

in the world, a bone flute, which was found

in Divje Babe cave near Cerkno, Slovenia.

4th and 3rd century BC: The arrival of

Celts; the Noricum Kingdom.



THURSDAY • APRIL 7 • 2016



| NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION



14 AD: Ljubljana, the present capital of

Slovenia, is established as the Roman

colony of Emona.
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40 AD: The Noricum Kingdom is

incorporated into the Roman Empire by

Caesar Claudius. The entire territory of

modern Slovenia is within the borders of

the Roman Empire.

5th and 6th century AD: Invasions by the

Huns and Germanic tribes.

6th century AD: The Slavic ancestors

first settle in the territory of present-day

Slovenia.

7th – 11th century: The Principality of

Carantania is established, the oldest known

independent tribal union in this area.

745 AD: Carantania becomes part of the

Frankish empire; the beginnings of the

conversion to Christianity.

9th century: The spread of the Frankish

feudal system; the Slovenian nation begins

to form.

10th century: The Freising manuscripts,



the first known written documents in the

Slovenian dialect.

11th century: The regions of Carniola,

Styria, Carinthia and Gorizia begin to

develop; intensive German colonization.

11th to 14th centuries: The development

of medieval towns in Slovenia.

1335: Most of the territory of Slovenia is

taken over by the Habsburgs Monarchy.

1456: The last male representative of the

only Slovenian noble dynasty, the House of

Celje, is murdered in Belgrade.

1550: The reformation movement brings

literacy; the first book in the Slovenian

language is printed.

1584: The Bible is translated into the

Slovenian language by Jurij Dalmatin.

1774: Compulsory universal primary

education is launched in the territory of the

present-day Slovenia by Austrian empress

Maria Theresa.

1809-1813: After Napoleon’s conquest

Slovenia becomes its territory known as

Illyrian Provinces.

1844: Poet France Prešeren writes the

patriotic poem Zdravljica (“A Toast”). In

1990, the seventh stanza of his Zdravljica

was declared the national anthem of

Slovenia.



Interesting Fact:

• Soča Valley, a land of aquamarine river rapids and dense emerald forests, was once the site

of WWI’s Isonzo Front, where 1.7 million soldiers died and is still known as the largest mountain

battle in the entire history of mankind. As Austro-Hungarian soldiers clashed with Italian forces in

the surrounding mountains, a young Ernest Hemingway collected the wounded in his ambulance.

He described The Isonzo Front in the Julian Alps in his famous novel “A Farewell to Arms”.

1848: The first Slovenian political program

Unified Slovenia is launched.

1915 – 1917: World War I battles between

the armies of Italy and Austria-Hungary,

with Slovenian soldiers on both sides, are

fought in the Soča Valley in Slovenia.

1918: Formation of the Kingdom of Serbs,

Croats and Slovenians.

1941 - 1945: Slovenia is occupied by the

armies of Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany and

Hungary during World War II.

1945: Slovenia becomes part of the Federal

Peoples’ Republic of Yugoslavia.

April 8, 1990: First multiparty democratic

elections.

December 23, 1990: 88.5% of voters in a

referendum vote in favor of an independent

Slovenia.

June 25, 1991: Slovenia officially declares

its independence.

December 23, 1991: Adoption of the new



Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia.

Januar y 25, 1992: The European

Community officially recognizes Slovenia’s

independence.

May 22, 1992: Slovenia becomes a member

of the UN.

March 29, 2004: Slovenia becomes a

member of NATO.

May 1, 2004: Slovenia becomes a member

of the EU.

January 1 - June 30, 2008: Slovenian

Presidency of the Council of the EU.

July 21, 2010: Slovenia’s accession to the

OECD.



Interesting Fact:

•	 Slovenia adopted the euro on

January 1, 2007. Before that, Slovenian

currency was the tolar.
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The Political System

The Constitution

Slovenia became a sovereign state on

June 25, 1991, when the Assembly of the

Republic of Slovenia adopted the Basic

Constitutional Charter on the Sovereignty

and Independence of the Republic of

Slovenia. On December 23, 1991, the

Assembly also adopted the Constitution

of the Republic of Slovenia. As the

country’s supreme legal document, the

Constitution laid the foundations of state

authority, rule of law and the status of

individuals in the Republic of Slovenia.

Hence, one chapter is dedicated solely

to human rights and freedoms, which

also contains provisions ensuring special

rights for the Hungarian, Italian and

Roma ethnic communities. Among other

provisions, the Constitution defines the

Republic of Slovenia as a parliamentary

democratic republic. The state’s authority

is based on the principle of the separation

of legislative, executive and judicial

powers.



The President



The Government



with the laws and other general acts of the

National Assembly. As the highest body

of the state administration, it implements

legal, political, economic, financial,

organizational and other measures. The

Government proposes to the National

Assembly legislation, the state budget and

other general acts to the National Assembly.

Whereas the president holds mostly

ceremonial powers, the Prime Minister

holds most of the true executive power.

Since September 2014, the Prime Minister

of the Republic of Slovenia has been Miro

Cerar.



National Assembly is Milan Brglez. The

National Assembly has a similar role as

the U.S. House of Representatives and the

President of the National Assembly acts as

the Speaker of the House.

National Council consists of 40 elected

representatives of employers, employees,

farmers, tradesmen and the self-employed,

as well as from the non-profit sector and

local interest groups. The National Council

performs an advisory role. Members are

elected for a five-year term. The current

President of the National Council is Mitja

Bervar.



The Parliament



The Judicial System



The highest legislative authority is the

Slovenian parliament. It consists of two

legislative chambers; the National Assembly,

which has the right to enact laws, and the

National Council, which among other

powers, has the power to veto legislation.

The National Assembly consists of 90

deputies. 88 of whom are representatives

elected in general elections; the other two

are elected representatives of the Italian and

Hungarian national communities. Regular

elections to the National Assembly are

held every four years. Every citizen over

eighteen years old has the right to vote and

run for office. The current President of the



The task of the judiciary is to implement

the rule of law, to decide on the rights and

duties of citizens, and charges brought

against them. The unified system of

courts includes courts with both general

and specialized jurisdictions. Courts with

general jurisdiction include 44 district,

11 regional, and 4 higher courts. There

are 4 specialized courts, which rule on

labor-related and social security disputes,

and the Administrative Court, which

provides legal protection in administrative

affairs and has the status of a higher court.

The Constitutional Court decides on the

conformity of laws with the Constitution



and acts as the Supreme Court of Slovenia.

The Constitutional Court is composed of

nine justices. They are elected for a term of

nine years.

The state prosecution holds a special

place in the justice system. It is both, an

independent state authority, as well as part

of the executive branch of power. The State

Prosecutor General is appointed by the

National Assembly.



Ombudsman

Under the Constitution, the Republic

of Sloveni a has an Ombudsman

whose responsibility is the protection

of human rights and fundamental

freedoms in relation to state and local

authorities, and persons in public

office. The Ombudsman is nominated

by the President of the Republic and

elected by the National Assembly by a

two-thirds majority vote for a period of

six years, and the possibility of serving

another term. The Ombudsman reports

to the National Assembly on his work.

The annual reports are an important

reflection on the situation of basic human

rights and freedoms in Slovenia. The law

allows the Ombudsman or anyone else to

initiate proceedings against violations of

human rights.
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The Government of the Republic of

Slovenia is the executive body and, at the

same time, the supreme body of the state

administration. The Government consists

of the Prime Minister and other Ministers

(Secretaries). Its executive-political

function involves mainly the execution of

policies agreed by the National Assembly

and the implementation of the laws and

other regulations passed by the National

Assembly. The government sets, directs and

implements the state policies in accordance



Parliament of the Republic of Slovenia. (Official website: www.ds-rs.si)
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The President of the Republic, as the

Head of State, serves as the commander in

chief of Slovenia’s armed forces, calls general

elections, nominates and proposes to the

National Assembly candidates for the PM

position, nominates candidates for judges

of the Constitutional Court and members

of the Court of Audit, appoints and recalls

ambassadors, accepts the credentials of

foreign diplomats, and grants clemency.

His duties also include meetings with

other countries’ heads of state and royalty

and ceremonially signing into law acts that

have already been adopted by the legislative

branch and signed by the prime minister.

The President’s ability to affect

government policy is greatly limited. He

does not possess, for example, the power

to veto legislation or direct foreign policy,

like the U.S. President. He is elected for a

five-year term in a direct general election.

A President may serve a maximum of two

consecutive terms. The Head of State of

the Republic of Slovenia has been since

December 2012 President Borut Pahor.
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manuscript, the layout of the words

resemble a wine glass). However, it

was also a politically charged piece –

the underlying theme of pan-Slavic

nationalism was controversial in AustroHungary, of which Slovenia was part at

the time).

Unlike most anthems, the Slovenian

one calls for the unity of nations instead

of glorifying one single country.



European Union Insignia &amp; Anthem



National Insignia

Slovenia has three national symbols

established by the Constitution – the

coat of arms, the flag and the anthem. A

detailed description of the Slovenian flag

and coat of arms, as well as their proper

use, is regulated by a special act.



Anthem



The Slovenian national anthem

consists of the seventh verse of the poem

Zdravljica (A Toast), written in 1844 by

Slovenia’s greatest and most celebrated



poet France Prešeren, set to music

written by the Slovenian composer

Stanko Premrl in 1905.

“Zdravljica” was originally written as

a drinking song (in Prešeren’s original



Since Slovenia acceded to the

European Union on May 1 2004 the

European Union flag is displayed next

to the flag of the Republic of Slovenia

and the European anthem is played

alongside the Slovenian anthem.

The European flag symbolizes both

the European Union and, more broadly,

the identity and unity of Europe. It

features a circle of 12 golden stars on

a blue background. They stand for the

ideals of unity, solidarity and harmony

among the peoples of Europe. The

number of stars has nothing to do

with the number of member countries,

though the circle is a symbol of unity.

In 1972, the Council of Europe

adopted the theme of the Ninth

Symphony by Ludwig Van Beethoven

as its anthem. In 1985, “Ode to Joy” was

adopted by EU leaders as the official

anthem of the European Union. The

melody symbolizes European ideals

of freedom, peace and solidarity. The

Friedrich von Schiller’s lyrical verse

from 1785 “Ode to Joy” expresses

idealistic vision of the human race

becoming brothers.
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National flag
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The national flag of Slovenia features

three equal horizontal bands of white

(top), blue, and red, with the Slovenian

coat of arms located in the upper hoist

side of the flag centered in the white

and blue bands. The flag’s colors are

considered to be Pan-Slavic, but they

actually come from the medieval coat

of arms of the Duchy of Carniola,

consisting of a blue eagle on a white

background purged on a red-and-gold

crescent. The Slovenian tricolor was

raised for the first time in history during

the Revolution of 1848.



Coat of Arms



The coat of arms is a shield with

the central image of Mount Triglav,

Slovenia’s highest peak, in white against

a blue background at the center. The two

wavy blue lines beneath represent the

Adriatic Sea and local rivers, whereas

three six-pointed golden stars arranged

in an inverted triangle above Triglav

are taken from the coat of arms of the

Counts of Celje, the great dynastic house

of the late 14th and early 15th centuries.



Žive naj vsi narodi

ki hrepene dočakat’ dan,

da koder sonce hodi,

prepir iz sveta bo pregnan,

da rojak

prost bo vsak,

ne vrag, le sosed bo mejak!



May God bless every nation

still yearning for that glorious day

when through the entire creation

all discord will be chased away,

when we’ll see all men free,

and neighbors friends not foes

will be.

(Translated by Vladimir Pregelj)

A censored manuscript of the Toast (Zdravljica). At first, the Austrian censorship did not allow for the poem to be printed

because of its political message.
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Culture of Slovenia

and white socks, and may include

a belt and scarf or a sash. As in other

Central European national costumes,

the Slovenian traditional dress varies by

region.

The male version of the traditional

Slovenian costume consists of a white

shirt, vest, cropped pants sometimes

made of leather, white socks, leather

boots or shoes, and sometimes a pocket

watch. Different styles of hats can also

be worn for the male Slovenian costume,

depending upon the region from which

the costume originates.



Literature



Library Under the Treetops is a world-famous urban project in Ljubljana. First-class reading is chilled and served for your

pleasure under the mighty trees at several locations across Ljubljana and around Slovenia.

(Source: www.slovenia.info, Photographer Nada Žgank)

events in Slovenia are ver y well

attended – various festivals (especially

in the summer months) thrill visitors

who come from near and far. Theater

and concerts are popular. Slovenians

also love to read, sing and play music.

Almost every Slovenian has a passion to

be a writer, painter, poet, cook, dancer,

wine-maker, musician, director, actor,

blogger, or craftsperson. In addition to

traditional skills handed down from

generation to generation, Slovenians are

world renowned in modern art.



Music



Traditional Costume



Folk costumes in Slovenia are most

widely used for festivals, contests, or on

holidays. Dancers wearing traditional

dress also perform as a way to preserve

and share Slovenia’s culture.

The traditional dress for a Slovenian

woman consists of a shirt (usually

white), skirt, apron, decorated headscarf,



Architecture



Until the late 19th century, houses

of regional design with an openhearth kitchen dominated Slovenia.

In the early 20th century, regional

differences began to vanish as houses

were rebuilt, following trends in urban

architecture. Some beautiful examples of

Alpine, Mediterranean, and Pannonian

variations of houses were saved and

restored. The most abundant and

characteristic wooden architectural

structure is the kozolec (hayrack), a free

standing, mainly wooden, partiallyopen yet roofed structure which is used

for drying and storing hay and grain.
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Before the 18th century, the music

performed in Slovenian lands was

mostly of the folk and religious types.

At the same time talented Slovenian

composers like Jacobus Gallus (15001591) worked in European music centers

like Prague and Vienna.

Slovenia has rich tradition of choral

singing. The roots go back to the late

15th century when Jurij Slatkonja,

the Slovenian-born bishop of Vienna

established the Vienna Court Cappella,

later known as Vienna Boys Choir.

Choral singing has always been very

popular among Slovenians. Another

popular music activity with a long

tradition is wind bands.



In 1970s and 1980s an alternative

and diverse rock scene developed

with numerous bands and popular

festivals such as Metalcamp and

Punk Rock Holiday in Tolmin, and

Schengenfest in Vinica, Bela Krajina.

Slovenian jazz groups and jazz artists

are of high caliber and collaborate with

international musicians. In the last two

decades cappella jazz vocal ensembles

became popular. Among these, the most

internationally recognized is Perpetuum

Jazzile.

In the minds of many foreigners,

Slovenian folk music means a form

of polka that is still popular today,

especially among expatriates and their

descendants. However, there are many

styles of Slovenian folk music beyond

polka, kolo and waltz. Landler, štajeriš,

mafrine and šaltin are a few of the

traditional music styles and dances.
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The national identity of Slovenians

emanates from their culture, which

underpins everything – its political

awareness, its place in Europe, the

Slovenian state and it also inspired our

future. Slovenian language, art, music,

poetry constituted the Slovenian identity

through many centuries and guided the

Slovenian people towards independence.

The first book in Slovenian was

printed in 1550, however the first

written document in the Slovenian

language – the Freising Manuscripts

- was written about 500 years earlier.

Academia Philharmonicor um,

predecessor of the Slovenian

Philharmonic Orchestra was established

as early as 1701. The importance

of culture to Slovenians is not only

reflected in historic records but it

features in every aspect of Slovenian life.

In the old town of the capital Ljubljana,

one can visit Prešeren Square with

a statue not of a military or political

leader, but the Slovenian national

poet France Prešeren. Public squares

and markets in Slovenia are filled with

artworks and monuments dedicated to

artists, architects, musicians, and writers.

Markets in Slovenian towns are also

where festivals, carnivals, concerts

and sports events take place. Cultural



L i ke ot h e r m o d e r n Eu rop e an

literatures, Slovenian literature began

developing during the Protestant

reformation. Interest in the Slovenian

l ang u a ge an d n at i on a l i d e nt it y

continued during the Enlightenment

and blossomed during the period of

romanticism, when Slovenian literature

reached its first peak in the poetry

of France Prešeren (1800 – 1849).

Slovenian literature and writings of the

second half of the 19th century were

dominated by realism. A second peak in

Slovenian literature was reached during

the period of Moderna with writer Ivan

Cankar. After WWI, expressionism

and social realism were two dominant

and coexisting literary movements. In

the late 1950s Slovenian literature was

influenced by new Western literary

trends – post-symbolism, existentialism,

modernism and postmodernism. It also

remained close to the Central European

tradition, characterized by a dominance

of lyric poetry over prose and drama.

Tomaž Šalamun, also known in the

United States, was the most prominent

modern poet. His most distinctive works

were translated into English, along with

those by Drago Jančar, Boris Pahor,

Lojze Kovačič, Dominik Smole, Andrej

Blatnik, Vladimir Bartol and Edvin

Flisar.
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The 1850 oil portrait of poet France

Prešeren by German painter Franz

Goldenstein.

A double linked hayrack, known as a

toplar, is also unique to Slovenia.

Traditionally, stone in Primorska and

Istria, logs in the central Slovenian and

in eastern Slovenia regions, and mud

were used as building materials. Modern

architecture was introduced in Slovenia

by Max Fabiani and, in the mid-war

period by Jože Plečnik and Ivan Vurnik.

In the second half of the 20th century

national and universal style were merged

by the architects Edvard Ravnikar and

Marko Mušič.

Slovenia has numerous churches and

chapels that date as far back as the 10th

century. Slovenia also has hundreds

of wayside shrines, often Alpine in

character, built since the end of the 15th

century.
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Production of theater performances

on Slovenian soil began in the sixteenth

century by students of various religious

schools (mainly Jesuits). The text of

Škofjeloški pasijon (‘The Škofja Loka

Passion’) is a fine example of Baroque

religious theater.

The official theater tradition began

in 1789, when the stage of the State

Theater (normally a venue for German

plays) hosted Anton Tomaž Linhart’s

production of his comedy Županova

Micka. In 1867, as a result of nationalist

movements, a Dramatic Society was



Interesting Facts:



established, which performed newly

written Slovenian theater pieces.

By the end of the First World War,

the only professional theater in

Ljubljana had become a well-developed

company. The second oldest professional

Slovenian language theater, which

remains a successful company to this

day, is in Trieste, which today is part of

Italy. With the creation of the Kingdom

of Yugoslavia, these companies were

combined in 1919 by the theater in the

town of Maribor.

The years following Second World

War were characterized by a veritable

explosion of new professional theater

companies: Ljubljana City Theater and

Slovenian Youth Theater, followed by

theaters in Celje and, a bit later, in Nova

Gorica. In the past two decades, theaters

have also been founded in Ptuj, Koper

and Novo Mesto. There are also two

opera and ballet houses: in Ljubljana and

Maribor and two professional puppet

theaters.

It is of little surprise that in the past

three decades theater has been the

art form that has received the most

media recognition and won the most

praise internationally. Also within this

framework, the prestige of modern

dance expanded with B etontanc

(Concrete Dance) and by Matjaž Farič,

Slovenian dancer, choreographer and

director, and especially internationally

renowned dance troupes such as

choreographer Iztok Kovač’s En Knap.



Visual Arts



The visual arts have traditionally been

important in Slovenia. Fine local church

painters appeared as early as the 12th

and 13th century. But what could be

perceived as national painting developed

slowly and became recognizable as such

only during the Romantic period.

Painting with a high artistic value

only began to blossom in the beginning

of the 20th century and was linked to

Impressionism: Ivan Grohar, Rihard

Jakopič, Matej Sternen and Matija

Jama presented works of Slovenian

Impre ss i on i s m at an a c cl ai m e d

exhibition in Vienna in 1904 and

reached the pinnacle of Slovenian

painting.

In the years following Second World

War, this relatively small club of

excellent artists began to expand with



Summer 1889 by Ivana Kobilca



Ivana Kobilca (1861 – 1926) is the most prominent Slovenian female painter and a key figure of

Slovenian cultural identity. She is one of the Slovenian realists who created their most important

paintings in the 1880s. She studied and painted in Vienna, Munich, Paris, Sarajevo, Berlin, and

Ljubljana.

the development of the Academy of Fine

Arts, from which emerged new names of

great renown, such as Gabrijel Stupica,

Riko Debenjak, Maksim Sedej, Božidar

Jakac, Veno Pilon and France Mihelič.

After 1960, the Ljubljana School of

Graphic Art, in close association with

the Ljubljana Graphic Art Biennial, rose

to prominence with artists such as Janez

Bernik, Andrej Jemec and Jože Ciuha.

Until his death, the city of Paris was the

creative environment of Zoran Mušič

(1909–2005), Slovenia’s most renowned

Modernist painter.

Modern Slovenian sculpture has

progressed along much the same path

as painting. The wave of Slovenian



sculpture began with Alojz Gangl and

later with Jakob Savinšek and Kralj

brothers, both also painters. A number

of conceptual visual art groups formed,

including OHO, Group 69, and IRWIN.

The history of Slovenian photography is

also very rich. The oldest and the most

precious are glass-plate photographs by

the Slovenian photographic innovator

Janez Puhar.



Source: Leopoldina Plut – Pregelj,

C arole Ro g el : T he A to Z of

Slovenia(The Scarecrow Press, Inc.,

Lanham, MD 2010)



• On the Museum Night in June, Prešeren’s Birthday on December 3 (which is also called the Merry Day of Culture) and on the National Day of Culture on February 8, all museums and galleries are open to

the public for free. In addition, all theater, opera shows and other performances are also available at no cost.

• Apart from some children’s cartoons, foreign films are not dubbed, but have Slovenian subtitles.



Masculine



Feminine



Neuter



Singular



jogurt



miza



jabolko



Dual



jogurta



mizi



jabolki



Plural



jogurti



mize



jabolka



and the feminized gender (usually

ending in “a”) the Slovenian language

also has a neuter gender (ending in “o”

or “e”).

… A ver y precise and flexible

l ang u age — Nou ns , a dj e c t ive s ,

pronouns and numerals decline. There

are six cases: nominative, genitive,

d at ive, acc us at ive, lo c at ive and

instrumental. Their use is determined

by the function of a word in a sentence

and role of prepositions.



THE SLOVENIAN ALPHABET /

SLOVENSKA ABECEDA



Slovenian has five vowels (A, E,

I, O, U) and twenty consonants. The

Slovenian alphabet features all the

English letters except Q, W, X, and

Y. The Slovenian alphabet includes

additional characters č, š and ž, which

are pronounced as

ch (ČOKOLADA: cho-ko-lah-dah)

sh (ŠPAGETI: shpa – geh – tee)

gh (ŽIRAFA: ghi – ra – pha).



GREETINGS ON ARRIVAL



Hello......................................Dober Dan.

Good morning.....................Dobro jutro.

Good evening.......................Dober večer.

Hi...........................................Živjo.



ON DEPARTURE



Good bye..............................Nasvidenje.

See you..................................Adijo.

Good night...........................Lahko noč.

Good luck.............................Srečno.



BASIC EXPRESSIONS:



Yes..........................................Ja.

No..........................................Ne.

Please.....................................Prosim.

Thank you.............................Hvala.

You’re welcome....................Ni za kaj.

Excuse me / Sorry................Oprostite.

Congratulations!.................Čestitam!

Happy birthday!..................Vse najboljše!

Welcome!.............................Dobrodošli!

I don’t speak 	

Ne govorim

Slovenian. ...........................slovensko.

My name is	

Moje ime je

John......................................Janez.

Help!.....................................Na pomoč!



BASIC COLORS



white.....................................bela

yellow...................................rumena

orange...................................oranžna

red.........................................rdeča

blue.......................................modra

green.....................................zelena

brown...................................rjava

grey.......................................siva

black.....................................črna

gold.......................................zlata

silver.....................................srebrna



NUMBERS



1............................................ena

2............................................dva

3............................................tri

4............................................štiri

5............................................pet

6............................................šest

7............................................sedem

8............................................osem

9............................................devet

10..........................................deset
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Taken from a book Žepna slovenščina/Pocket Slovenian published by the Centre for Slovenian as the Second and Foreign

Language (Source: http://centerslo.si)
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Slovene or Slovenian (both terms can

be used) is the official language of the

Republic of Slovenia. Since May 1, 2004

it is also one of the official languages of

the European Union.

… Perfect for the spies — Slovenian

is spoken by around 2.4 million

people, most of which live in Slovenia.

This makes it almost ideal for a code

language: Slovenian speakers have a

pretty slim chances of being understood

outside Europe.

… A South Slavic Language —

Slovenian is one of many Slavic

languages, among them Russian,

Polish, Serbian and Czech, a family of

languages, spoken by 400 million people

in Europe. Slovenian is closely related

to Croatian and Slovak, but there are

significant differences among Slavic

languages; like English and German

in the Germanic group. With some of

the other Slavic languages it shares the

Latin, not the Cyrillic, script. In fact, the

oldest Slovenian written texts (cca. 1000

AD) are in the Latin script (Freising

Documents) and are also the oldest

documents in any Slavic language using

the Latin script.

… A ver y diverse language —

Although it is spoken by merely some

2.4 million people worldwide, most of

them in Slovenia, it is – with its over 45

dialects -- linguistically a very diverse

language.

… A romantic language — Forget

French or Italian: Slovenian has the

word love in its very name. It is also one

of the few languages in the world that

uses a dual form, not only singular and

plural. This special form refers to two

people, objects or concepts. It is very

precise in the matters of two: there is no

ambiguity in Slovenian about how many

of you are going to dinner. Singular is

sedi (he/she is sitting). Dual is sedita

(the two of them are sitting). Plural is

sedijo (they are sitting).

… Language of courtesy — Slovenian

speakers have a chance to use two

forms of ‘you’ for formal and informal

situations. The informal form is only

used when addressing people you know

well and children. When addressing

an adult who is not a close friend, you

should use the formal form, using 2nd

person plural (ending in - te).

… Language of gender equality

— There is a special form to express

feminine gender – you will usually

recognize it by its “a” ending. I would

like a pineapple. Rad bi ananas. Rada bi

ananas.

Beside the masculine gender (the

noun usually ends with a consonant)
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