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File preview

The Satellite House Ojai, California

Project: Design a small footprint, minimalist home for a rural 1 acre lot in the East End of Ojai.

Challenges: Factors to consider in the design process include:

Due to the flood plain, a minimum interior floor height of 4

climate, building codes, budget, and client vision. One major

feet needs to be met, potentially causing a more massive

constraint is due to the lot being located in a flood zone with

structure, which is at odds with the client’s wish for a home

building codes that limit the construction materials allowed in

that takes up minimal visual space. A solution was found

the first 4 feet above the highest adjacent grade. Along with

in a suspended bridge, which connects the main structure

the extreme summer heat and cold winters, the client’s wish

from a bedroom wing ‘satellite’ structure, giving the house

for thick exterior walls led to the solution of designing for ICF

a lighter look, and unique feature, while allowing potential

(insulated concrete form) construction.

flood waters to pass underneath.
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