June
Newsletter

VALLEY OF SAN ANTONIO

S!

W
E
N
Venerable Master, San Antonio
Lodge of Perfection
Nick R. Ramos, 33°

NE

W s
w
S
e
N !

Ne
ws
Scottish rite

Venerable Master, Rio Grande Valley
Lodge of Perfection
Jay Alvarez , 32° KCCH

Wise Master,
San Antonio Chapter of Rose Croix
William M. Gerhardt III., 32º KCCH

SCOTTISH RITE
“THE UNIVERSITY OF FREEMASONRY”

Spring reunion
2017

Commander,
San Antonio Council of Kadosh
Stuart D. Shaw, 32º KCCH

Venerable Master of Kadosh,
San Antonio Consistory
Oscar Flores, 32º, KCCH
Almoner
James W. Todd, 33°
Phone: 210-222-0133
Secretary, Recorder and Registrar
Ronald G. Havens, 32° KCCH
Phone: (210) 222-0133

September 22nd
At the Scottish Rite Temple

Treasurer
Stuart H.
32° KCCH,

Simms ,
PVM

Perfect master class

Sovereign Grand Commander
RONALD A. SEALE, 33°

PUBLISHED PERIODICALLY BY AND
FOR THE SAN ANTONIO SCOTTISH
RITE BODIES OF THE ORIENT OF
TEXAS
308 Avenue E
P. O. Box 2239
San Antonio, TX 78298-2239
(210) 222-0133
FAX (210) 222-0136

Deputy of the Supreme Council in Texas
MICHAEL L. WIGGINS, 33°

Twelfth

Degree

“Master Architect ”
This degree teaches faith in moral and
virtues, and in God. "Life is what each
man makes of it.”

Chairman, Executive Committee and
Personal Representative of the Deputy
of the Supreme Council in Texas
ROBERT C. MADISON, 33° PVM, PC

6/29/2017

7PM at the Cathedral
Continuing Masonic
Education Series

Toll Free 1 (866) 222-9293
INTERNET:
www.sanantonioscottishrite.org
EMAIL:
secretary@sanantonioscottishrite.org
Editor: James C. “Chris” Williams IV KSA
Email: c-williams@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Events to Remember!!!
STATED
MEETING
Three
Month
Calendar
2 June 2016
June 1st — Stated Meeting, Feast of the Manifesto
Dinner at: 6:30PM
June 28th — Executive/Advisor
meeting (6:30 PM)
Meeting
at:
7:30PM
June 29th — Continuing Masonic Education

*** CME is rescheduled toATthe
THE5th Thursday instead of
the 4th fir this month only.*****
Scottish Rite Cathedral

The San Antonio Scottish Rite Bodies
meet jointly on the first Thursday of each
month. All correspondence and business
pertaining to the Valley of San Antonio
should be addressed to the Secretary, San
Antonio Scottish Rite Bodies.

ALLEGIANCE

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry sitting in the
Valley of San Antonio, Orient of Texas,
acknowledge and yield allegiance to the
Supreme Council (Mother Council of the
World) of the Inspectors General, Knights
Commander of the House of the Temple of
Solomon, of the Thirty Third and Last
Degree of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, for the
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of
America, whose See is at Charleston, in the
State of South Carolina, now sitting at
Washington, D. C..

July 6th — Stated
Meeting canceled
RSVP with the front office:
July 26th — Executive/Advisor meeting (6:30 PM)
July 27th — Continuing
Masonic Education
210-222-0133
ThreeMeeting,
Month Calendar
August 3rd — Stated
Feast of the Manifesto

August
Executive/Advisor
meeting (6:30 PM)
June23rd
2nd ——Stated
meeting
June24th
29th —Executive/Advisor
meeting
August
— Continuing Masonic
Education
July 7th — Stated Meeting
July — 27th Executive/Advisor meeting
Blue Lodge Education Program

August–
4th
— Stated
Meeting
Masonic
Education
Programs
Available for Stated or Called Meetings
August — 24th E-mail
— Executive/Advisor
meeting
kohanke@sbcglobal.net
Thanks to Cibolo Lodge for hosting a

Illustrious
Robert C. Madison 33°
Personal Representative of the
Deputy of the Supreme
Council in Texas

Greetings from your Chairman:

WOW! Didn’t we have a fantastic Reunion! Many thanks to ALL the members that contributed to making our
Reunion a success: the backstage crew (Ducks), the actors, the Knights of St. Andrew, and the members that came
to watch the degrees. I especially want to thank our 13 new Masters of the Royal Secret and those who helped
make “The Perfect Master Class” a great success. The “Class” has even accepted the challenge to present the fifth
degree on stage for our next Reunion in October.

The Education Committee consisting of Bill Jones, 32° KCCH; Chairman Brad Kohanke, 32° KCCH; Robert
Park, 32° KSA; and Chris Williams, 32° KSA; needs to be given a big hand for all the effort they put in to
communicating the degrees. They did an outstanding job! Many members commented that it was the best
presentation they had ever seen.

I also want to thank the Ill. James A. Rodriguez, 33°, for his work in the degrees and congratulate him for the
outstanding job he did as Degree Master of the 30th. However, I am very sorry to tell you, as James informed us at
the Reunion, he will be relocating to Washington (state, not D.C.) very soon. I know you join me in wishing him
all the best. We will surely miss him and his contributions to the San Antonio Scottish Rite Valley.

I want to invite ALL of the new class and members to our next CME class. The University of Free Masonry is
opening its doors to you for more Light.

Last but not least, I want to thank two special Brothers, the Ill. Gerald Nowotny, 33°, and Ron Havens, 32°
KCCH, for their never-ending help in the running of our Scottish Rite. They both make me look good, and I wish
to thank them for all they do for all of us in the San Antonio Valley. Thank you!

Ill. Robert C. Madison, 33°
Chairman

San Antonio Consistory
Brethren,
There is only one word that can describe the Spring Reunion and that is "Excellente".
The 4th thru the 32nd degrees were very enlightening. I had not had the pleasure of
Venerable Master
seeing these degrees in a long time. If you are like me and have not experienced the
degrees in a while you, as I, received further light by attending this incredible event. Without
of Kadosh
a doubt, I believe the candidates were as impressed as I was to see how beautiful the
Oscar Flores
costumes were and how labor intensive it was for the brethren to put these beautiful
degrees on for them.
This Reunion was especially memorable for me because I was present when a brother from my Lodge became a
Scottish Rite Mason - what an honor!
On another note, the Consistory will be celebrating the Feast of Manifesto on June 1st. The event will be held at
the Barn Door on 8400 N. New Braunfels Ave. Please call Maria at the Scottish Rite office and R.S.V.P.. Inform
Maria of your preference: Beef, Chicken or Salmon. The fee is $35.00 per person. Our guest speaker is our own Dr.
James Walker Todd. Please make plans to attend.
Please keep mind that the Scottish Rite will be Dark for the July Stated Meeting.
Fraternally,
Oscar Flores, 32 KCCH
Venerable Master of Kadosh

Albert Pike’s
“String of Pearls”
Continually you praise each other,
and utter elaborate and high
wrought eulogies upon the Order.
Everywhere you assume that you
are what you should be, and
nowhere do you look upon
yourselves as you are.
Is it true that all our actions are so
many acts of homage to virtue?
Explore the recesses of your hearts;
let us examine ourselves with an
impartial eye, and make answer to
our own questioning! Can we bear
to ourselves the consoling
testimony that we always rigidly
perform our duties; that we even
half perform them?
Let us away with this odious
self-flattery! Let us be men, if we
cannot be sages! The laws of
Masonry, above others excellent,
cannot wholly change men's
natures. They enlighten them, they
point out the true way; but they can
lead them in it, only by repressing
the fire of their passions, and
subjugating their selfishness.
From 11th degree lecture

"To live is the rarest thing in the world. Most
people exist, that is all."
~Oscar Wilde
Apollo University Lodge #357
Oxford England

From the editor of the Midnight Freemasons:
From the Editor - Published almost six years ago, this piece received
some good traction even at a time when the Midnight Freemasons
weren’t so big. It speaks to the nature of truly living. Oscar Wilde being
one of the crafts most prolific thinkers has been quoted countless times,
however this one is one of my favorites. Enjoy
~RHJ
------We are the designers of our own lives. We make all the decisions, good
and bad. It's easy to look at your life as something that happens to you,
instead of something you're in charge of. The truth is, it's up to us
whether we participate in life, or sit back and watch it pass by.
Perhaps you're thinking to yourself right now "yeah, someday when I'm
not so busy, and I have more time, I'd really like to spend more time enjoying life." But nobody knows how much time they have on earth. It
could all be over in another eighty years, or before the sun goes down today. There are too many unknowns in life to assume you can do things
tomorrow, or ten years from now, or when you retire maybe. If you
really want to get into the game, shouldn't you do that today?
If not now, then when?

Laughter in the Rite

Was reading A.E. Waite’s Doctrine and Literature of the Kabbalah, and I
thought you might find his comments on the Kabbalah and Freemasonry interesting.

A man in North Carolina had a
flat tire, pulled off on the side of
the road, and proceeded to put
a bouquet of flowers in front of
the car and one behind it. Then
he got back in the car to wait.

“It is generally agreed among occultists that the Masonic Fraternity is an
institution of mystic origin, but that it has lost its real secrets and is
interesting only as a survival. As such, it continues to preserve certain
legends and symbols of occult philosophy, but it applies to them a meagre
character. [Freemasons like to believe their system came from the ancient
mysteries and the Templars] but no presentation of this hypotheses has so
far been able to survive analysis, and the inductive student must be
A passerby studied the scene as content to recognize, (a) the mystic nature of most Masonic symbolism to
he drove by, and was so curious which the fraternity now attaches only elementary meanings belonging to
the ethical primer; (b) a certain analogy of ostensible purpose as regards
he turned around and went
back. He asked the fellow what the ends of human existence, but it is not worth while to insist strongly on
this point; (c) the affinity for Mysticism which has always been shown by
the problem was.
Masonry during its historical period. . . . Though occultists at all times
have gravitated towards it, and though it has tolerated and even received
The man replied, "I got a flat
them, it has shown no sense of understanding on occult subjects. . . .

tahr."

The few Kabbalistic degrees which have left any record behind them beyond

The passerby asked, "But what's their name, and the uncommon swiftness with which they passed into
with the flowers?"
extinction, give no evidence of acquaintance with the Jewish esoteric
The man responded, "When you
break down they tell you to put
flares in the front and flares in
the back.
I never did understand
neither."

tradition. They represent the Kabbalism of the period; it has bequeathed
its literary remains in grimoires and grand clavicles, in the spurious
thaumaturgic processes of Abramelin, and in amusing Kabbalistic
correspondence with the Seigneur Astaroth. [However, there have been
legitimate Kabbalistic attempts, though their relationship to freemasonry is
tenuous]
Within recent years, a powerful Masonic order has undergone a species of
development in this direction through the labours of Albert Pike, and there
can be little doubt that it was his intention to transform the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite into a seminary of occult study. There may be many
of its own brethren at the present time in whom this statement will excite
only incredulity, but it is not the less certain that Albert Pike was more
than an ardent admirer and far more than an unqualified follower of the
occult philosophies, or that he pursued it into regions of which Masonry
has now no conception. No person who is acquainted with his “Morals and
Dogma” can fail to trace the hand of the occultist therein, and it is to be
especially observed that, passing from grade to grade in the direction of the
highest, this instruction becomes more and more Kabbalistic. It matters
little that the sources from which Pike drew were not of the best, or that,
though a man of wide reading, he was not a skilled critic; for we are
concerned only with a tendency and its development. He accepted, for
example, without due caution, the construction placed on Kabbalism by
the most unsafe of all its expounders, Eliphas Levi, from whom he
translated at great length . . . in spite of these limitations, he made
available an amount of information on occult subjects with which no
previous scheme had ever provided Masonry.
Yet, with all his strenuous efforts, it must be doubted whether the seal of
occultism has been impressed effectually on the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, in which case, if we except such interesting minor instances
as the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia, Kabbalah has failed wholly in
obtaining recognition as a genuine development of Masonry, and it remains
practically in abeyance.”
Shared by Robert Park 32°

Scottish Rite Spring Reunion
Perfect Master Class 2017

Pictured at left:
Illustrious Robert C. Madison
33° , Chairman of the Valley
of San Antonio and Bradley
Kohanke 32° KCCH,
Chairman of the Education
Committee and this years
Reunion Director.

Raul "Dan" Mendez 32°
with Hal Buxton 32°

Alex Martinez 32° with
Joe Rodriguez 32° KCCH

Jeremy Smith 32° with
Bradley Kohanke 32° KCCH

Marcus McDonald 32° with
Bo Lindley 32°

Randy Kiehl 32° with
Hal Buxton 32°

William L. Vaseliades 32°
with Bo Lindley 32°

Robert Casias 32° with
Bradley Kohanke 32° KCCH

Gordon Scheible 32° with
Robert Sigler 32° with

Illustrious Robert C. Madison 33°

Illustrious Robert C. Madison 33°

Jere Ferguson 32° with

Gordon Scheible 32°

Darrell Dishongh 32° with
Chase Parsons 32° with
Ron Havens 32° KCCH,
Secretary, Recorder,
Registrar of San Antonio
Scottish Rite Bodies

Tom Wimberly 33°
Heriberto Sanchez 32° with
Red Lohman 32° KCCH

My Brethren, At the request of Illustrious Robert C. Madison, over the next 12 months I am going to share
with you the story of the beginnings of Scottish Rite Masonry in San Antonio and the creation of our
unique Scottish Rite Temple. It is a very interesting story and features many Brothers whose names many
of you will readily recognize. We are very fortunate to have such a grand edifice dedicated to Scottish Rite
and all Freemasonry in and around San Antonio. I think you will agree that the history of the Scottish Rite
and our beautiful Temple is a story that we all should know.

A History of the San Antonio Scottish Rite Bodies to 1967
by Clinton Stanley Banks, 33°
(continued from May)

A Chapter of Knights Rose Croix is Formed: 1913
Although the degree work of the lodge was satisfactory to the representative of the Inspector General of
the State, it did not follow that the lodge would immediately receive a permanent charter. However, there
was indication that it had made sufficient progress to warrant the institution of a chapter of the Knights
Rose Croix. Accordingly a petition was prepared and submitted asking that Letters Temporary be
granted for Pilgrim Chapter No. 6, Knights Rose Croix. Cochran granted this petition and returned to San
Antonio on Thursday, January 23, 1913, for the purpose of instituting this provisional chapter. There were
present a number of fraternal representatives from other Scottish Rite Bodies and Cochran again
organized the chapter with himself as Wise Master and visiting fraternal representatives filling the other
offices. The rganization meeting was held in Lodge quarters on the second floor of San Antonio Loan and
Trust Building. Thirty-eight members signed the register. After briefly addressing the group, Cochran
installed these officers:
WILLIAMS. FLY, 32°, Wise Master

JOHN M. STRAYHORN, 32°, Senior Warden

CHARLES 0. AUSTIN, 32° Junior Warden

FRANK R. NEWTON, 32°, K.C.C.H., Orator

PUTT D. MATHIS, 18°, Secretary

LEONARD A. HEll, 32° K.C.C.H., Almoner

SAMUEL L. HARRIS, 32°, Treasurer

JOHN H. HAILE, 32°, Master of Ceremonies;

PAYTON B. MARTIN, 32°, Assistant Expert

STEPHEN GOULD, 32°, Tiler

Max Goodman, 32°, who had been elected as Expert, and Oscar Dewees, 32°, as Guard of the Temple,
were absent and were installed at a later date. The officers having been conducted to their station,
Cochran, as
Inspector General, declared Pilgrim Chapter No. 6, Knights of Rose Croix, duly instituted
and passed the gavel to W. S. Fly, 32°, who took the chair as WiseMaster. The Chapter was named in
honor of Mrs. W. S. Fly who before her marriage to W. S. Fly, 32°, (the Wise Master) was Miss Cayloma
Pilgrim of Gonzales, Texas. Her father, T. J. Pilgrim, was a member of Stephen F. Austin's colony, and in
1828, while a mere youth, organized the first Sunday School in Texas at San Felipe on the Brazos. He was
also the official translator and interpreter of the Spanish language for Austin's colony. He died in 1877.
(to be continued next month)

Considered Reading

Here's Pike at his best Masonry is
permeated with powerful symbolism
both verbal and pictorial-that arouses the
mental, spiritual, and intellectual life of
those who use them. This extremely
interesting study, once limited to 150
copies, gives the correct spelling of, and
analyzes all the "significant words" (pass
words, etc.) in, the Scottish Rite from the
1st through 30th degrees inclusive. In
addition to being an etymological
dictionary Pike explains WHY any given
word was chosen for a given degree
thereby revealing THE HIDDEN
SYMBOLISM OF EACH WORD.

First published in 1913, this classic
text is an invaluable source book on
the history and practice of magic and
occultism. The contents include:
Magic of the Magi, Magic in Ancient
Greece, the Kabalah, Primitive
Symbolism, Mysticism, Oracles,
Magical Monuments, Magic and
Christianity, Pagan Magic, Kabalistic
Paintings and Sacred Emblems,
Sorcerers, Magic and Freemasonry,
the Illuminati, and more. Illustrated.

Albert Pike DeMolay
7:30 PM
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2016
Ancient
Petition
FOR

San Antonio Scottish Rite Bodies
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A.
for the Scottish Rite Degrees
NEW MEMBERS ONLY

_____________________________________________
Date:____________

Print First Name

Middle

Last

To the Officers and Members of the San Antonio Consistory and Coordinate Bodies, and where applicable the Rio
Grand Lodge of Perfection:
I the undersigned, a Master Mason an a member in good standing of ___________________________ Lodge No.
______ A.F.&A.M., Located at ________________________under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
______________________ I.D. No. _________________ Social Security No. __________________________
Respectfully petition to receive the Scottish Rite Degrees in your bodies, promising always to bear true faith and allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Thirty-Third Degree for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of
America.
As a basis for the consideration of this petition, I truthfully make the following statements:
Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________________
Email ____________________________Home Phone ________________ Business Phone _______________
Cell Phone ___________________ Date of Birth _____________ Place of Birth ________________________
Employed by _______________________________________ Occupation ____________________________
Wife's name _ ______________________ Length of residence in Texas _______________________________
I am currently an American Citizen ________ Hat Size ________ Have you previously petitioned for any of the Scottish Rite degrees? ______ Have you passed examination in the M.M. Degree? (If Blue Lodge membership is in Texas) —————
—-

1. The Supreme Council announces as fundamental principles the following: “The inculcation of patriotism, respect for law and order and the undying loyalty to the principles of civil and religious liberty as set forth in the
Constitution of the United States of America.” “The entire separation of church and state and opposition to
every attempt to appropriate public monies, federal, state, or local, directly or indirectly, for the support of sectarian or private institutions.” Do you approve wholeheartedly of these principles? _________ (yes or No)
2. Have you ever held or expressed opinions contrary to the forgoing or been affiliated with any organization which
has? ______ (yes or no) (If you answered in the affirmative, give particulars)
Petitions Signature__________________________________________________________________________
Recommender Signature: ____________________________ Print Name:______________________________
Recommender Signature: ____________________________ Print Name: _____________________________

At least $80.00 must accompany the petition, with the remainder paid at the time of
registration. Visa and Master Cards are welcome. Make checks payable to the San Antonio Lodge of
Perfection, P.O. Box 2239, San Antonio, Texas78298. Phone #210-222-0133, or toll free 1-866-2229293, Fax #210-222-0136.

What is the cost?
The initiation fee (the standard fee for the Orient of Texas) is $500.00
(Installment payments can be arranged)
(See below for additional fee information)
This fee includes the members’ cap, a 32° jewel, a 14° ring encased in a Lucite pyramid,
automatic registration in the Master Craftsman Program, and a “starter library”.
Cap cases, pins and other materials are available through the Secretary’s office.
Join us at the Scottish Rite Reunion this year.
Check the Reunion Schedule below for Reunion dates.

Degree Fees for 2017
Candidates age 31 and or less: Degree fee is $250.00
Endowed Membership* purchased at the time of initiation $2,500.00
Total cost when purchased together is $2,700.00
Candidates age 32 to 70, Degree Fees are $500.00, Endowment $2,500.00
When purchased together The Total Cost of Membership is $3,000.00
Candidates 70 and older; Degree Fees are: $250.00., Endowment $2,500.00
Total cost when purchased together $2,750.00
Endowed Memberships 75 years and over $400.00
*An “Endowed membership” is a permanent membership in the Scottish Rite. By purchasing an Endowed Membership,
you are contributing to the support of the San Antonio Scottish Rite Bodies and you will never have to pay yearly dues
again! An Endowed Membership may be purchased at any time for $2,500.00 or if 75 years old or older $400.00.
Reunion Schedule for 2016 (subject to change)

San Antonio May 12— 13, 2017
San Antonio October
Candidates should arrive at 6:00 pm on Friday for registration at the San Antonio Reunions
Degrees start at 7:00 pm on Friday—8am on Saturday
Capping Ceremony at about 5:30pm

Scottish Rite Blue Lodge Education Program
There is now no reason for Brothers to not
have Masonic Education in their Lodges.
Your Scottish Rite Education Committee is doing Blue Lodge Masonic
Educational programs in many Lodges in the San Antonio and
surrounding areas and more Lodges are scheduling programs
every month to give their Brethren more light!!

There are more than 30 programs available from symbolism to
philosophy….. from history to Masonic themed entertainment and all
but a select few are acceptable for all MM’s, FC’s as well as EA’s.
Don’t miss out. Call Brother Brad Kohanke at 210-789-9653 or e-mail
kohanke@sbcglobal.net to schedule a Masonic
Educational program for your next meeting.

Masonic Lodges Who Meet in
The Cathedral
San Antonio Commandery No. 7 has stated conclaves
on the third Monday, in the months of February, May,
August, October, November and December
at 7:00 PM

San Antonio

Omala Grotto
Meets on the
2nd Friday
At 7:30 pm

Chapter No.381 and Council No.14

Meets the First Wednesday at 7:00 PM. March, June,
September and December

San Antonio Rainbow
Assembly.

Albert Pike DeMolay Chapter
Meets every Monday @ 7:30

Meets on the Second and
Fourth Mondays of Each
Month at 7:30pm

Perfect Union Lodge # 10
Stated Communication
1st Tuesday at 7:30pm
Alamo Lodge # 44
Stated Communication
2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm
DeMolay Lodge # 199
Stated Communication
1ST Tuesday at 7:00pm
Meets Quarterly.
Albert Pike Lodge #1169
2nd Tuesday , 7:30

