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Venerable Master, San Antonio

Lodge of Perfection

Nick R. Ramos, 33°
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Scottish rite



Venerable Master, Rio Grande Valley

Lodge of Perfection

Jay Alvarez , 32° KCCH



SCOTTISH RITE

“THE UNIVERSITY OF FREEMASONRY”



Bring

Wise Master,

San Antonio Chapter of Rose Croix

William M. Gerhardt III., 32º KCCH



Commander,

San Antonio Council of Kadosh

Stuart D. Shaw, 32º KCCH



Some

Brothers!!

To The Scottish Rite Cathedral



Venerable Master of Kadosh,

San Antonio Consistory

Oscar Flores, 32º, KCCH

Almoner

James W. Todd, 33°

Phone: 210-222-0133

Secretary, Recorder and Registrar

Ronald G. Havens, 32° KCCH

Phone: (210) 222-0133

Treasurer

Stuart H. Simms , 32° KCCH, PVM



One Night Only

Tour and Information Session

All Master Masons Welcome

September 22nd

Let them see what the Scottish Rite is all about!!

At the Scottish Rite Temple

Look for the date in August Newsletter



Sovereign Grand Commander



PUBLISHED PERIODICALLY BY AND

FOR THE SAN ANTONIO SCOTTISH

RITE BODIES OF THE ORIENT OF

TEXAS

308 Avenue E

P. O. Box 2239

San Antonio, TX 78298-2239

(210) 222-0133



Thirteenth



Degree



RONALD A. SEALE, 33°



“Royal Arch of Solomon

(Knight of the Ninth Arch)”



Deputy of the Supreme Council in Texas



This degree teaches that difficulties

and dangers, however great, should not



MICHAEL L. WIGGINS, 33°



deter the true and faithful brother from

progressing onward to perfection.



Chairman, Executive Committee and

Personal Representative of the Deputy

of the Supreme Council in Texas

ROBERT C. MADISON, 33° PVM, PC



7/27/2017



7PM at the Cathedral

Continuing Masonic

Education Series



FAX (210) 222-0136

Toll Free 1 (866) 222-9293

INTERNET:

www.sanantonioscottishrite.org

EMAIL:

secretary@sanantonioscottishrite.org

Editor: James C. “Chris” Williams IV KSA

Email: c-williams@sbcglobal.net



Upcoming Events to Remember!!!

STATED

MEETING

Three

Month

Calendar

2 June 2016

Dinner at:

6:30PM

July 6th — Stated Meeting

Dark

Meeting at: 7:30PM

July 26th — Executive/Advisor

meeting (6:30 PM)



July 27th — Continuing AT

Masonic

THE Education

Scottish

Rite Cathedral

August 3rd — Stated

Meeting

The San Antonio Scottish Rite Bodies

meet jointly on the first Thursday of each

month. All correspondence and business

pertaining to the Valley of San Antonio

should be addressed to the Secretary, San

Antonio Scottish Rite Bodies.



ALLEGIANCE



The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry sitting in the

Valley of San Antonio, Orient of Texas,

acknowledge and yield allegiance to the

Supreme Council (Mother Council of the

World) of the Inspectors General, Knights

Commander of the House of the Temple of

Solomon, of the Thirty Third and Last

Degree of the Ancient and Accepted

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, for the

Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of

America, whose See is at Charleston, in the

State of South Carolina, now sitting at

Washington, D. C..



August 23rd — Executive/Advisor

meeting (6:30 PM)

RSVP with the front office:

August 24th — Continuing Masonic Education

210-222-0133



September 7th — Stated Meeting

Three Month Calendar

September 27th —Executive/Advisor

meeting (6:30 PM)

September

— Continuing

June 2nd28th

— Stated

meeting Masonic Education

June 29th —Executive/Advisor meeting

July 7th

— Stated Meeting

Blue Lodge Education Program

July —

27th Executive/Advisor meeting

Masonic Education Programs Available for Stated or Called Meetings

E-mail kohanke@sbcglobal.net



August– 4th — Stated Meeting

toExecutive/Advisor

Cibolo Lodge and

Corpus

AugustThanks

— 24th —

meeting



Christi Lodge for hosting Masonic

Education Programs in June.



Illustrious

Robert C. Madison 33°

Personal Representative of the

Deputy of the Supreme

Council in Texas



Greetings from your Chairman:

Well, summer is here and it is “a bit” on the hot side. All the volunteers working at the Knights of St. Andrew

concession stand, during the San Antonio Folklife Festival in early June, know it was (and is) very hot and humid.

On behalf of the Knights of St. Andrew, and members of the Scottish Rite, I want to give a big THANK YOU to

all of the volunteers, including family members and others, for their participation and support in making the

event such a success. I want to specially thank my wife, Helen, for her contribution as a hot dog and hamburger

assembly line worker. But, most of all, many thanks to Brother Robert Park, 32° KSA, and Brother Bruce

Dickinson, 32° KSA, for the fantastic job they did in organizing this event.



I also want to recognize Brother Oscar Flores, 32° KCCH, for the great job he did in organizing our Feast of the

Manifesto, held at the Barn Door. As guest speaker for the occasion, the Ill. James Todd, 33°, gave a very

enlightening talk on the history of the Feast. An enjoyable evening was had by all!



This month, our CME class will be on June 29 rd, the fifth Thursday of the month, instead of the usual fourth

Thursday. Please come join us at 7 p.m. for the “University of Free Masonry.” Don’t miss out!



I am continuing to work on securing a new roof for our beautiful building. Remember: “With time, patience and

perseverance, we may overcome all things.” Thank you for your support.



Also, for those of you who may not be aware, please remember that I have an open door policy with regard to the

Scottish Rite. If you have anything to offer for the good of the Rite, please contact me at 210-698-1485.



Finally, be sure to mark your calendars for July, as we will be DARK on the first Thursday. Please have a very

enjoyable Independence Day on the 4 th and be safe!



Ill. Robert C. Madison, 33°

Chairman



San Antonio Consistory

Brethren,

I would like to thank you all for your support in attending the Feast of Manifesto.

Everyone enjoyed the fellowship and the ladies were beautiful. I would especially like Venerable Master

to acknowledge both Dr. Todd and Bro. Elliott Samuels for sharing their remarkable

of Kadosh

talents with us that evening. Their presentations were truly inspirational and without

Oscar Flores

a doubt served to rekindle our passion and dedication to Masonry and our country.

Brethren, now is the time in your lodge to talk up the Fall Reunion. Candidates are needed and I am

proud to say that in my lodge we will have a candidate at the Fall Reunion.

A reminder that although the Scottish Rite will be DARK in July the CME classes will still be held. The

faculty at the University of Freemasonry do an excellent job. Their presentations are very informative,

and if you attend, you will not be disappointed.

Thanks, Brethren for what you do. Until next month, stay safe and God bless.

Fraternally,

Oscar Flores, 32, KCCH

Venerable Master of Kadosh



2017 Honors

To my Scottish Rite Members of the San Antonio Valley.

Please congratulate these Honor’s men for 2017.

33 degree:

1) Edward Vance O’Banion ….. San Antonio

2) Jesus Jay Alvarez ………….. Rio Grande LOP

Albert Pike’s

“String of Pearls”

Benevolent affections will

not revolve around

selfishness; the cold-hearted

must expect to meet coldness; the proud,

haughtiness; the passionate,

anger; and the violent,

rudeness. Those who forget

the rights of others, must

not be surprised if their

own are forgotten; and

those who stoop to the

lowest embraces of sense

must not wonder, if others

are not concerned to find

their prostrate honor,

and lift it up to the

remembrance and respect

of the world.

To the gentle, many will be

gentle; to the kind, many

will be kind. A good man

will find that there is

goodness in the world; an

honest man will find that

there is honesty in the

world; and a man of

principle will find principle

and integrity in the minds

of others. (from the 12th

Degree lecture M&amp;D)



32 KCCH

1) John Kerlin Walters, Jr…….. San Antonio

2) James Edward Harrell...…….. Kerrville

3) Ralph Edwin Nelson, Sr ……. Corpus Christi

4) Terry Edward Littlepage…. San Antonio/Spring Branch

5) James Christie Williams, IV… San Antonio

They definitely deserve your recognition for their contributions to

our San Antonio Valley.



Laughter in the Rite

An elderly, but hardy

cattleman from Texas once

told a young female

neighbor that if she wanted

to live a long life, the secret

was to sprinkle a pinch of

gunpowder on her oatmeal

each morning. She did this

religiously and lived to the

age of 103. She left behind

14 children, 30

grandchildren, 21

great-grandchildren, five

great-great-grandchildren

and a 40 foot hole where

the crematorium used to

be.



The Knights of St. Andrew (The Order) is made up of an elite unit of selected 32°

Scottish Rite Freemasons. The Order is dedicated to the furtherance of

Masonic ideals and the strengthening of bonds between Freemasons and

organizations of the Masonic family. The Order is directly subordinate to

the Chairman of the Executive Committee for the San Antonio

Consistory and Coordinate Bodies and function as an element of the San

Antonio Consistory and Coordinate Bodies as directed by the Chief of the

Order subject to the Chairman of the Executive Committee.

We had a fundraiser at the Texas Folklife Festival June 9-11 2017. The

actual coordination and logistics started months before. We sold

hamburgers hotdogs chips soda, water and let’s not forget the Scottish

draft and bottle beer. Profits go to support the San Antonio Valley.

This event could not have happen without the support of all the Scottish

Rite members, their families and the Alamo Masonic Lodge. Below is a

list of volunteers. We tried our best to capture all volunteers and I

apologize if I missed anyone.

Bob Madison &amp; Helen Madison , Robert Park, Stacey Kruse , Sean Gales, Steve

Dickinson , Heriberto Sanchez, Arieious Revonhart , Miguel Rodriguez, Reid

McLeod, ,Louis Hinojosa, John Corona and his mother, Andrew Anderson, Mrs.

And Dr. James Todd, Bennett Elliott and his son, Chris Ardalino , Mrs. and Mr.

Chris Ellison , Chase Parsons, Liz Sutherland, Jim Ollerton

It takes a team to be successful and we have a champion team! Thank them the

next time you see a member of our Team.

“The greater the loyalty of a group toward the group, the greater is the motivation among

the members to achieve the goals of the group, and the greater the probability that the group

will achieve its goals.”

― Rensis Likert

Submitted by Bruce Dickinson



Scottish Rite and the Knights of St Andrew

at the

San Antonio Folklife Festival



Great Job Everyone!!!



Eight Steps to Excellence:

The Observant Lodge

W:. B :. Andrew Hammer, PM Alexandria-Washington Lodge No 22

(Taken from the “Sunday Masonic Paper” by WB Wayne D. Anderson)



The growing popularity of the idea of ‘observant’ Masonry has found brethren in all corners of the Craft asking the

question of what exactly an observant Lodge is, and how they might go about increasing Masonic observance in their

own Lodges. This document offers eight basic measures which, if observed, should result in the development of an

observant Lodge.

Each of these steps is either entirely consistent with Anderson’s Constitutions of the Free-Masons [the foundational

document of the Premier Grand Lodge, published in 1723 and hereafter simply referred to as the Book of

Constitutions], or historical Masonic practice in North America, or both. Nothing proposed in them is alien to our

Grand Lodges or their respective histories. The success or failure of these steps is entirely up to the brethren of each

Lodge.

First, however, it might be helpful to offer an answer to the primary question: what exactly does one mean by

‘observant’? Simply put, observant Masonry means observing the intent of the founders of speculative Masonry. That

intent was not to build a mere social club or service organization. While the Craft—like any other human

organization—has always been burdened by men in its ranks who subverted the purposes of the fraternity to a more

mundane or profane enterprise, that was never the intent of the institution.

That intent was to build an institution that calls men to their highest level of social being, in a state of dignity and

decorum, which could serve as a place for serious, mindful discourse on the lessons and meaning of life, and search

for the better development of oneself. That intent means building a space where such an experience can be created,

and carrying ourselves in a manner that is consistent with our highest ideals and noblest behaviors.

Observant Masons believe that by observing what the history of our Craft tells us in regard to that intent, we will

find the optimal Masonic experience. We say observant, and speak of observance, because we seek to observe the

blueprints of that intent to the best of our knowledge and ability. Even more simply, we want to do things right, and

we don’t want to settle for less. We want to pursue excellence in all aspects of our Masonic labor.

The eight steps offered here have proven to be successful in greatly increasing the experience of Freemasonry for

brethren new and old alike. They serve as a quality control system for the operation of any Lodge, and when

followed, result in a group of men who, regardless of the number of members in their Lodge, or the external nature

of their temple, can find a sense of accomplishment and pride in what they have done, and who they have become.

That too, is consistent with the intent of our founders.

1 - Guarding the West Gate

This point is first among these, because we are nothing more or less than who we let in to our fraternity. Not every

man should be a Mason, and not every man who should be a Mason belongs in just any Lodge. The brethren have a

right and responsibility to determine the standards for their own Lodge, and to ask incisive questions of those men



who knock on their door. Lodges should take time to first get to know the men who knock at their doors, and not

simply sign any petition just because a man has an interest. Brothers who sign a petition for a man need to know who

they are signing for, and more important, need to be willing to serve as his mentor. This is a fundamental point of

responsibility for all brethren. Do not ask a brother in your Lodge to do the job of mentoring for you. If you are not

willing to give that petitioner your time, how can you ask your Lodge to give theirs?

2 - Being Proficient in Masonic Ritual and Law

Proficiency is an essential function of any observant Lodge, because we must know both what we are doing, and why,

if we seek to uphold the highest standards of our respective Grand Lodges. It does no good to claim the mantle of

excellence if your Lodge is not well versed in the ritual and the Masonic law of your jurisdiction. Masonry is a thing

of order, not anarchy. If you wish to keep that order, as well as harmony between your Lodge and the Grand Lodge,

you must learn and follow the rules that each brother has obligated himself to observe. An observant Lodge is not a

renegade Lodge. It seeks to be an exemplary one.

3 - A Commitment to Advance Brethren Through the Degrees by Mutual and Genuine Effort

Progress in the degrees requires a mutual commitment of time and effort from candidate and mentor alike. Some

form of proficiency, be it the catechisms, or papers delivered before the Lodge, should be required before allowing any

brother to advance. Otherwise the brother learns that his advancement has no measurable value, other than his mere

presence.

Certainly not every man can do memory work, and not every man is a writer. But if he is not willing to

even attempt to do either, then perhaps he should simply not be a Mason to begin with. The same goes for the

mentor, who, though he may be experienced, must not take the easy way out when it comes to the knowledge he has

pledged to impart to his apprentice.

4 - The Selection and Advancement of Officers Should be by Merit Alone

This step, while admittedly difficult for some, is firmly grounded in the Book of Constitutions, without question.

Masonry has never intended the adoption of a progressive line. A progressive line should only function when the next

man down has the full faith and trust of his fellows that he will rule and govern his Lodge properly, because he has

properly learned the requirements of his office. Of course, human nature is what it is, and mistakes can always

happen, but they can be mitigated if such a standard is put in place, because no one advances until and unless they are

ready to do so. The only way to justify a progressive line is if every officer is carrying his weight to the extent of his

office, while at the same time preparing himself diligently to advance to the next one. Lodges ignore this step at their

own risk.

5 - Dressing Your Best for Lodge

How one appears before the Lodge is a sign of how much you value both the brethren and the Craft. In most lodges

in the world, a dark suit and tie is the minimum required to gain admittance. It’s what the brethren expect from each

other in an observant Lodge, and it certainly adds to the notion that a Masonic meeting is not just another night out,

but a special event, worthy of being considered as special as each of us should believe Masonry to be. Additionally,

dignity expressed outwardly through dress, serves as a superstructure, helping to enhance that dignity that can only

be created from within.
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