
The Rapture of the Saints 
 
1Th. 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
1Th. 4:17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And so we will be with the Lord for ever. 
1Th. 4:18 Therefore encourage each other with these words. 
 
The rapture is clearly in the Bible, even if the word “rapture” is not used in the English Bible to describe the event. Modern 
day English language speakers have chosen to use the word “rapture” to depict the event. 
 
Who will partake in the rapture? 
 
Only sons of God can partake in the rapture. Jesus ascending to heaven is a pattern for sons of God. Who is a son of God? 
 
Ro. 8:13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you 
will live, 
Ro. 8:14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
 
Ga. 3:26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
 
Ga. 3:27 for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
 
A son of God is a person who lives every aspect of his/her life by the power of the Holy Spirit of God. The person has 
clothed his/her self with Christ (the Holy Spirit) so much that when you interact with her/him, it will be clear to you that 
s/he does not belong to this world. Those are the ones who will partake in the rapture. 
 
The making of a son of God 
 
Becoming a son of God takes a process. God put Adam and Eve in the process, but something went wrong and they were 
discarded. Jesus went through the process and went through successfully. Today you hear people saying that Jesus was 
God come down to the world as a human being, because they see him after the process; they didn’t see him before the 



process. The truth is that Jesus began as a new man—an Adam. The process or mill converted him into a son of God and 
hence God. 
 
Ge. 2:7 The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being. 
Ge. 2:8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 
Ge. 2:9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground — trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In 
the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
God created Adam as an earthly being. Then God put His Spirit in Adam, so that Adam became a living soul. “Living soul” 
means that the soul or inner being of mankind can grow in stature. In order for anything to grow, it must feed on something 
that will enable it to grow. Hence, as soon as God put His Spirit in man, He put man in the garden He had planted. All kinds 
of trees were in this garden. Most of the trees provided food for the flesh or natural man. But at the centre of the garden 
were two spiritual trees that were meant for the spiritual man or the soul. God commanded man to never eat the fruit of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If man kept God’s command, he would be allowed to eat the fruit of the tree 
of life, which makes the soul to grow and become like God. 
 
He. 2:7 You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honour. 
He. 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honour because he suffered death, 
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 
Mt. 3:16 As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting on him. 
Mt. 3:17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
 
Mt. 4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 
 
God made Adam a little lower than angels and crowned him with glory and honour. God also made Jesus a little lower than 
angels, exactly like Adam. God formed Jesus as an earthly man in the womb of Virgin Mary. By the time Jesus was about 
thirty years old, God put His Spirit in him and declared him to be His Son. At this point, Jesus was exactly as Adam was in 
Ge. 2:7. 
 



Shortly after God put His Spirit in Jesus, He moved Jesus into the desert. Just as Satan tempted Adam in the Garden of 
God, Satan also tempted Jesus the desert. Satan severally threw his word at Jesus and Jesus consistently rejected them. 
Jesus held on to the word of God and never disobeyed God. 
 
Mt. 4:11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 
Lk. 4:14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 
 
In the end, angels attended to Jesus and fed him with the bread of life and living water. He came out of the desert a 
mixture of earthly and heavenly being. Adam could not reach that level due to disobedience. Jesus and Adam are patterns 
for every human being on earth.  
 
A human being of today has the fruit of Satan operational in her/him. That fruit alienates a person from God. This simply 
means that a typical human being of today is not fit to host the Holy Spirit of God. A person needs to go through some 
ceremonial cleansing—water baptism—and prayer, in order to receive the Holy Spirit. Some people do receive the Holy 
Spirit after the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ followed by prayer. However, I can tell you from experience that in 
order to remain in the Spirit for a long time, a person needs water baptism after receiving the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is 
not really receiving the Holy Spirit that matters, but remaining in the Spirit till the end. That is the difference between Jesus 
and Adam. 
 
Once a person receives the Holy Spirit, s/he is a living soul. The inner being can grow in divinity, but the spiritual food that 
the inner being needs to grow is not free. The person must work to earn the spiritual food. What work must the person 
do? It is simply to live by the word of God and never live by the word of Satan. As a person continues to fulfill the word of 
God in every aspect of living, God sends His angels to feed her/him with spiritual food and spiritual drink of the soul. That 
is how to grow up into a son that God can adopt as His. 
 
Jn. 4:34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
 
Mt. 4:4 Jesus answered, “It is written: `Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’“ 
[Deut. 8:3] 
 



Re. 3:18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so that you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so that you can 
cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so that you can see. 
 
Doing the will of God 
 
Zec. 4:6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the 
LORD Almighty. 
Zec. 4:7 “What are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to 
shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’” 
 
Only perfect people will make the rapture. This requirement sends a chill down the spine of every Christian, because we all 
know that it is impossible for a normal human being to become perfect. Actually, perfection is not meant for normal human 
beings. Therefore, in order to be perfect, one must become extra-normal; and it is as simple as that. It is only by the Spirit 
of God that a person can become perfect; and it is only people like Jesus that can do it. Jesus was a human being, but an 
extra-normal one. How can a normal Christian that has the Holy Spirit in her/him become extra-normal? 
 
Ro. 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
Jn. 17:14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 
Jn. 17:15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
Jn. 17:16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
 
During my days as a university undergraduate in Nigeria, I was taught by a number of Poles that escaped the communism 
in Poland. Even though these Poles were in Nigeria teaching me and my mates, they definitely were never Nigerian in any 
of their conducts. They associated very sparingly with Nigerians. While in class one day, as our Polish professor fired us 
with mathematics of electromagnetic waves, one of my mates said in Igbo, “Master it is enough,” and the professor replied, 
“I am about to conclude.” We were so surprised that he understood the Igbo language. Even though he had lived in 
Igboland for many years, we never thought that he could learn any aspect of Igbo language, because of the way he lived. 
The way those poles lived in Nigeria is the way an extra-normal spirit-filled Christian should live in the world. Of course, the 
world would hate anyone who lives like that like hell; but that is the only way to attain perfection. 
 



Ep. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 
Ep. 5:26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 
Ep. 5:27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 
 
In order to rapture to himself a perfect church, Jesus died for the redemption of the church, so as to make the church 
perfect by washing her with living water (Holy Spirit) through the word. It is through the Holy Spirit that a person could 
become perfect. 
 
Ja. 1:21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent, and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can 
save you. 
Ja. 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
Ja. 1:23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 
Ja. 1:24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 
 
The starting point is the word of Christ. The Christian must get the word planted in her/him. The word can save the her/him 
from all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent in the world through the Holy Spirit. How? The Christian must desire to 
do what the word says. S/he must often use the word as a mirror to look at her/his self and notice how filthy or evil that 
s/he is and then go to the Holy Spirit in prayer. 
 
Nu. 20:2 Now there was no water for the community, and the people gathered in opposition to Moses and Aaron. 
Nu. 20:6 Moses and Aaron went from the assembly to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and fell face down, and the glory of the 
LORD appeared to them. 
Nu. 20:7 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 20:8 “Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it 
will pour out its water. You will bring water out of the rock for the community so that they and their livestock can drink.” 
 
The holy Spirit in you is the Rock. Speak to the Rock. The Rock in you is Christ (Anointing) in you. Speaking to the rock is 
what real faith in Christ is all about. 
 
Holy Spirit of the Most High that is in me, put to death in me the sin of . . . Make me dead to this sin. Transform me by 
renewing my mind, so that the thought process that leads to this sin will not go through in my mind again. Great Spirit, 
make me to become like Jesus Christ in holiness, meekness and humility. I pray in the name of Jesus Christ. 



 
Da. 12:3 Those who are wise [Or who impart wisdom] will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to 
righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 
 
Help others to become holy; there is great eternal reward for doing that. Pass this message you are reading to many, for 
by so doing you are helping many to become holy. 
 
What about those who died in Christ? 
 
These people died without reaching perfection; how do they qualify for rapture? 
 
He. 12:23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits 
of righteous men made perfect. 
 
He. 12:23 seems to be saying that there is some perfecting work that happens on the spirit of dead saints. The early Jewish 
Christians apparently had clear understanding of this perfecting work. When the Romans took over leadership of the Church, 
they apparently didn’t clearly understand some of the teachings of former Jewish leaders. They therefore muddled up some 
of the teachings. One of such muddled up teaching is the Roman Catholic doctrine of Purgatory. 
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