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BEATLES'



first



American tour, butthefirstnightaucliencå



were annoyed when they discovered other acts on the bill,

_ Thcre was uproar. Jay walked on stage, observed the



Beatlemahi.a and said into the mike: ..Howdidyou know we

were goin'g to be.here?,i The plice l.oi" upfaunfrirn.

just one example of tlre humourof tfrii top ?m,ji:

.That is

who, when you meet them, come across more titie tive

comedians 'than- a top recording group. But they were not

always so confident.



JAY BLACK, theleader,toldusi.,Iusedto feel sick each

time.

-we did a personal appearance. Honest. it was no

laughing

matter. Literally, before every perfoimance, the

relt.ol tle boys would have to klck meintoshape.,,

]g-!ayr Jay and his Americans- - t&lt;SNlNy VANCA,



^.P$ DEANE, MARTY SANDER§ and HOWIEKANE(who

SANDY

comes out of the Army about now) are full of confidence.



..."We'ye had three big record liits,,, said Jay. ,,We'd

like to be more consistent. We,ve båen together for tilo



years. Right norv life is pretty good.,

But he admitted that the group,s personalities were not

y9t w.9lllkno_iv1 to the pubtic - ,,we're not iet immediately



identifiable," he added,



On stage the boys wear turtle neck sweaters and bright



red cardigans, and admit that they like playing colle{es



best.



About choos-ing new songs tley claim to always look for

something different, ,(If you remember, all three ofour

hrts have had a differentsound,,,saidJay.Good songs, too,

if we have to say so ourselves.'



But the group refuses to foliow trends'in music..,We



prefer to create for ourselves,,'



copyists,' '

Fans? The group has plenty, and recehtly they,ve been



organised into a club. Jay told us: ,,They,re iunnins a

contest. The two winners get to spend air'evenine with is.

!op9 -tnuy don't get disillusioned when they ineet us.

Probably ttrink we're some kinds nuts or iomethin!.;;
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he told me.

very happy with life.at t}Ie moment. In fact,



I asked him whai kind of girl he thought he'd marry,

'"Oh, that's hardil' he answered'

"But I think she'11 have

have

to

the sensible ability to try to live with me."

. He had just read last week's MERSEY BEAT and

the feature on JAY AND TIIE AMERICANS. "We met

them wheh we played at the Fox Theatre in Brooklyn,"

he commented. "They're vef, concerned with the pop

.market. Nice Buys and probablyaspopularover there as
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happy pefson generally that you can't

imagine [im ever being miserable.

"I was one night last year though," he added with a

laugh. .'.We were itaying in Taunton after a concert and

during the night the whole hotei caught fire. I had to

escape down a ladder and nearly didn't."

Trvo of The Searchers are rirarried, and I asked

Chris whetler he'd any tloughts of wedlock' "The idea's

so far from my mind at the moment I haven't eyen

tlought about it, We live such a spur-of-the-moment

kind of liie I'll probably marry someone at the drop of a

hat eyentually - meet you in the hat shopl" he added
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U]VERY so oftenr 1 girl singer will sing her way tb

lofly pinnacle o[ suceess where a halo is the

-only that

appropriate heafidress. The latest addition to the

ranks of popularity, wearing the crown of success, is



the "§hoop §hoop" girf herself, BETTY EVEEETT.

Betty i s no newcomer, however, to the recording scene,



for



she has been making records for seven years. Born

23, 1939, Betty's

vocal eareer began in the Travellers' Rest Baptist

Church, Greenwood, where she sang lead in the choir.

"I left Mississippi in 1957 and went to Chicago to try

to get work as a singer, butitwasn't until 1958 that I got

myself a recording contract, after spending months

doing the rounds of managers, ågents and record

companies. Fortunately, I had my family with me, and

their support and enthusiasm was atremendous help,"

Betty's first contract was with Cobra Records for whom

she made two sirgles. S.he thenmovedonto C.J. Reeords

and it was upon the expiration of her contract with them

that she signed with Leo Austell, of Renee Records. Mr.



in Greenwood, Mississippi onNovember



Ausfell, who for some time had been most impressed

with Betty's. talent, cut two records with her before

introducing his "find' to the Vee-Jay A &amp; R manager,,



Calvin Carter, who auditioned and promptly signedBetty

to a recording contract.

sold over half-a-million copies. This wasfollowedbythe

"Shoop Shoop Song," a.disc that hit, and remained in,

the American National Charts for many months, earning

for Betty the title of "the Shoop Shoop girl."

"I like all music," Betty told me,,'andålthough I sing

a lot of Gospel, I would, if I couici get ihe right riatdriail

sing beat." When I asked her what she thought of the

British scene, she.said: "It's great and I am looking

forward to. coming back in. May, when I hope to do a

four-week tour."

I håve news for Betty. As far as I ean ascertain there

are a lot of people looking forward

to her intended tour.

.
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EIOIJ( Eusic ts on the way ln, has been an oDinlon
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frequently voiced ln the busluess for some months

now. Which is why, now the Seekers are rapiilly approaching the top, there are a lot of people wearing

smug erpresslons aual patting themselves on the back



folt hlt



doesn't necessarily predict the

start of a DeE, trend, l::'ll be interesting to see how

many Peter, Paul anil Mary's sprln! up from nowhere

in the next Eonth or two. Give more glrls a break any.

way

e gooal thiug of course, say I. But back to rll

- Find

Never

Another You' anil The Seekers who have



lYhile one blg



rether Ehed feellngs about lt aIL

"It hasn't really sunk in yet," the group's tall,

bespectacled ATHOL told me this week. "But if it does.

måke number one, I really will be shattered. In fact, I'll

piobably fall flat on the floorl"

'jThe way 'l'll n-ever Find' is leapfrogging those

charts, it could just make number one. But , . ,

"I'm not so very sure I want it to," said that very

attractive female Seeker, JUDITH. "I can't really decide..

Of course, it would be wonderful if it did. But if not; I

won'r really mind so much. Atter all, if we make the

number one spot first record, there won't be anlthing

left to look forward to, wlll there? It's like kids wearing

lipstick at 11,

"Do you know, I bet Athol !5 it wouldn't make the

20! And I bet Keith a cognac, tool"'

Having a



she says



-



girl in



the group



must make quite



- "I'm



terribly spoilt,"



a difference,



I



asked. Said



Athol. "Yes it does, It means we have amuchbigger

sound and wider repertoire than we would without her.

We've been able to addgospel,too-Judith is such a good



jazz singer."



Back .to Judith for her views on current music.

"Our music is more civilised,l' she says, '.It equalises

men .and women. Beat music is usually from men to

women and has inore sex in it, This is what makes it hit

you in the stomach and causes hysieria. Sometimes it

makes me want to scream, tool"

CHRISTINE OSBOURNE
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NOTICED anv Indian recorilc ln the Top l0 lately?

^' Not exactty complele riith flutes and flultering

ilrums

but ihe Easterr ln.fluence i8 there iust thg

taBe. artistes

are from

And the

no nearer BombaythanMuswell Hill, .London -the krazy



CHRIS



ROBERTS

Kinks.

The group - and especially

brothers Råy and Dave- have three of the Kinks' big hits,

always been great followers you might notice the Indtan

of Indian music,

flavour of the chords - and

Theyusedtohaveanlndian sysn the voices have tåat

friend who gave them plenty slightly waillng qualityofthe

of opportunity to listen to a Blst

blg selection of old and new



Inåian recor6s,

iYhether the style is con.'We think the rhltlry!-qn9

tt e"". The next time yoir

tunes ar€ great,' said Itink *s inL an Indian restaurånt

Ray, "They use some 1*qn6 an ear to the records if

fabulous ideaswtichhaaeal- there are any playing you

-



ways interested us, We've could becomi-a fm-,



tdo.



even thought of tomposing Whtch prompts thethought

some authentic Indian - which lroup- will be fiist

tunes."

with the ehinase sound?
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