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PITTSBURGH, PA., FEBRUARY, 1881



LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES

Every person you know and £&gt;very person you don't know, i:;

a treasure seeker.

A is seeking wealth ; he rises early, labors hard and re

tires late, plans, studies, contrives, bends every energy of his

being to g�t his prize. He would tell you that he does not

care for money--does not worship it-yet poor man he is

evidently deceiving himself ; his actions speak louder than

words. He would labor so for no person or thing he does

not love.

B is seeking honor and respect ; he bends his energy to

that end ; money nor ease nor any other thing would purchase

his lwnor. He says "A good name is rather to be chosen

than great riches.

I will leave to my family a legacy of

honor." He loves honor and shows it by his actions.

0 is seeking pleasure ; give him pleasure, jollity and mirth

and he will give you his purse, his time, and sometimes

his honor ; this is a pleasure seeker.

D seeks for fame, and art or war, or science, or the pulpit,

or stage are merely stepping-stones to the attainment of the

treasure which he seeks ; the applause of men-fame.

E loves office and power ; he becomes a politician and seeks

it as his prize. He drops business, family, pleasure, friends,

ease ; all go ; all are sacrificed if need be to gain the prize

of his ambition-this treasure he loves and seeks.

F has no ambition beyond the comfort of family and

friends, and the social pleasures of home.

Thought and

muscle are taxed to this end.

G seeks approbation of others, and dress of person, or of

children, and by act, word and look she studies to obtain

this aim of her life. No labor is too great, no method too

low, no time too valuable if she can excite admiration.

H loves self and seeks personal ease. He likes money

because it will give him ease. He likes civilization and im

provements because they will be of use to him ; he thinks favor·

ably of wife, children, friends and servants, because they

are useful, convenient and can assist him. He worships ease

and loves it.

Dear brother and sister, here we have the pictures of the

treasures of all our neighbors among them ?

Say not that

your aim is a blending of this with others. Experience of the

wisest men is, that success in life is attainable only by the

concentration of aim and powers upon one attainment ; that

man's life is too short and his powers too feeble to reach

several goals or prizes ; to obtain more than one t1·easure.

Do I hear you say that the prize for which you are running

is a heavenly one and that you are laying up your treasure in

heaven ? I am glad that when you hold these treasures up be

fore your mind you recognize them all as earthly, which the moth

and rust of time will soon destroy. I am glad if your hearts

have not become so fond of these things, that you worship them

and think them beauti ful. But let me put it plainly : Would

yonr neighbor judging from your daily acts not suppose that

you are bendin g all of your energies for some of these

prizes ? Is he deceived, or are you, with reference to your

real aim ? Do not your actions as well as his, speak louder

than words ? What is your real treasure, the thing which

you really love ?

The prize set before us in the gospel is far greater, far

grander, far more pleasurable, far more honorable and far

more rich than all of earth's prizes combined ; and in ad

dition it fadeth not away. If we obtain our prize we will

have "a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." If

we reach the goal of our race, we shall be the bride of the

Lamb-h eirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus Christ our Lord.

"They [the world] seek a corruptible crown, but we are in

corruptible" one-"a crown of life [immortality] which fadeth

not away."

Do you say that you expect to gain both this heavenly

prize and also some earthly ones ? Not so, not only does hu

man experience teach that life is too brief, but God's word as

sures us that we "cannot serve God and mammon ," ( the

world ) .

If these earthly prizes are obtained by so much effort. self

denial and perseverance, how about our great prize, should

it not have yet more demand for our sacrifice of comfort,

etc., in its acquirement ?

Yet, now look at it-yonr life

labor ; what is it for 1 You are a farmer, let me ask you,

For what is your labor spent ? I plow, sow. reap, rai�e stock,

provide for myself and family, give to the support of religion,

and lay up some each year by which I add farm to farm.

What treasure did you lay up in heaven ?

You are a merchant ; let me ask you, For what is your



life and labor spent ?

I attend to my busine% d i l igently

early and late : I allow nothing to hinder it. By careful man 

agement and by giving it all of my time and abil ity, I am

able not only to provide the comforts, but some of the hnuries

of life for my family. I give a tenth of all my profits to the

Lord in benevolent and religious ways, and besides I have ac

cumulated considerable property.

What treasure have you

accumulated in heaven 7

You are a tradesman or mechanic ; how are you spending

your life and labor ? I give my time, labor and talent to my

trade. I get as many of the comforts and luxuriPFl of life a �

possible, and if I could would lay u p some earthly treasure. I

give my time and energy as fully or more so, than �orne who

have better success. What time and talent have you expended

seeking the heavenly treasures ?

You are a housewife ; how are you spending the l i fe and

labor consecrated to God's service ? I spend it all in my home

hold duties, and when I make home very comfortable, and

do all the little things I can to make it elegant and tasteful,

and to keep my children looking the picture of neatnes�,

and receive and make some calls among my worldly friends,

that together with my own personal adornment takes up all

of my time.

What treasure, what little things have you

made ready for your heavenly mansion ?

You are a widow-what are you doing with your life and

talent congecrated to God's service ? My life is an humble one,

and my opportunity for doing good is on a small scale, but

when I learned from God's word that I was redeemed from

sin by my Lord and then heard of the high calling to be of the

Bride of Christ, a joint-heir to an inheritance incorruptible

. . . . that fadeth not away, I asked upon what condition&amp;, I

might be one. The word informed me that I was to make a

complete consecration of myself, mind and body, talents, repu 

tation, influence, to the Lord to be used thereafter as hi�

and I was to be as one dead, so that with Paul I could

savs : "I lh e, yet not I, but Chril't liveth in me." So then . t I H ·

will and talents, and all, would be hili&lt;, and used by him. I

have so little to give him ; I have little talent, no money .

and almost no influence, and almost feared I need not come,

but the word assured me that what our Father wanted was

my heart and my consecrated service, that he had plPntv of

money and reputation. So then I came : I gave my�elf all to

him.

"All for Jesus ! All for Jesus '

All my beings ransomed powers ;

All my thoughts and words and doingll.

All my days and all my hours."



When I had fully consecrated all. I realizt•d t h ·1 t it mu�t

not be in word only, but also in deed. I thPrefon• �ought d i 

rection from the word a n d prayed for under�ta mling of it.

I asked myself, Does the Lord want me to go ont into tlH•

streets and preach and expect food and cloth i n g to entnl'

miraculously for myself and child ? I found that G od'.; will

was that I should spend some time and labor earning a HYi ng

that he that provideth not for his own household i� " o r�e

than an infidel.

I found too, that Paul labored. w Oi k i n !!

with his hands, that he could not be chn rgeablP. So I '' .. n t

to work as usual, knowing that i f I wa � acting a .; Go d · �

agent, he wanted me to eat, and dress to h i s glor�·- Then

came the query : Shall I labor and sa\·e money. �o t h a t i n a

few years I can stop all kinds of labor, and gin n ll my t i nw to

God's service ? And again the \Vord answerPd : "Lay not up for

yourselves treasures upon the earth"-and again · "Having

food and clothing therewith be content."

Next I inquired, How comfortably shall I l i w : how m uch

time shall I spend in the support of the old "earthen ressel."

and how much could be deYotP&lt;l more directlY to G ot! '� \\ o r k •

I ordered and regulated. my time go that �one of it might

be wasted-eating, working and sleeping were a 11 arra nged.

with a view to the glory of God, and I found that I h,1d thn·�

hours for my consecrated work. As already ;;tnt ed. m�· a bi l i t y

i s not grf'at and I wondered how I could makf' u�t' of � o mud1

timt-. I said to myself, It is of utmost importn net• t h n t if 1

am God's representative anrl chiltl . a 1ul )!Oing fo rth n" h i "

servant, that I should know as much n � pog;;ible of Fntlwr's

will. I muo;t therefore, spend soll'P of mY ronsccratf'tl time 1 '1

feeding my new nature and r 1n b ro l lkrin 11 my " P&lt;ldin� g'd 1 .

ment.

Father h•lls me to ".;parch t h l' ;;l'riphirf'&gt;" . . � n "' n h

my Bible and my "\VATCII TO\\TR." I d a i l�' ;;pl'nd Oil!' lwur-

not in reading, but in eanu•Ht study. I "' l' a rc h P d and f(&gt;uml
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daily spiritual food and my "daily bread" sometimes took

two instead of one hour.

How should I use my other hours 7 I sought the WORD

aga in. It said we were to spend our lives "doing good unto

11.11 men as we have opportunity, especially to the household of

faith," and I looked at Paul, Peter and Jesus who said,

"Ye have us for examples," and "He hath set us an example

that we should walk in his footsteps."

Yes, this made my way clear. My chief object should

be t o gh·e spiritual help, or secondly any temporal aid or comfort to those needing it. I f there were two needing, one a saint,

the othPr a sinner, and I could help only one, the preference

was to be shown for the saint.

I first visited my next-door neighbor, who bas sickness 1!-nd

trouble, helped her to straighten her home and spoke a word of

comfort and cheer and pointed to her a shadow of a great

rock in this weary land where she might find solace and pro·

tection from the fierce rays of affliction. I felt grateful to

Fathpr for thus permitting me to comfort a cast down one.

I next called on a lady of whose deep piety and christian

character I had heard much, which led me to suppose that she

lived very close to God. I wondered if she knew anything

of God's great loving plan-of the Bride, the second company

and the restitution of mankind in general to their former

perfection, as tbe result .of Christ's ransom. I found her

zealous and earnest in the Lord's service but her zeal was

not according to knowledge, for she loved mankind and seemed

to fear that God did not. She was carrying burdens, etc., and

I thought how much good it would do this dear sister of the

household of faith, if she knew as we do, God's loving plan

of salvation.

The thought occurred to me, You asked God to use you in

his service, may be he is about to use poor you as his

mouthpiece to tell this other dear child of his plan. The

thought made me feel humble, for I realized my own little·

ness and I feared lest I should not so present the subject to

her, as to avoid arousing her prejudices. Secretly I asked

for wisdom. I introduC'ed myself as a child of God and heir of

glory come to spend a half hour in Christian intercourse. We

talked of personal experiences and of the love of God manifested toward each of us, and I found no opportunity then of

introducing much of the plan to her attention, merely sug·

gesting that it would be blessed when the millennia! reign

would subdue evil and the "knowledge of the Lord fill the

whole earth," and on )paving I gave her one of our new

tracts-�o. 1 .-"Vi'hv

' Will There Be a Second Advent ?" She

thanked me, promis cd t.o read it, and invited me to come

again, which I did, taking other tracts and our paper. That

sister is now rejoicing with us in our grand hopes and

�uys her Bible has become a new book to her.

Thus my time was spent from day to day, until the three hours

were not enough and became four, and I doubt not if Father

sees best he can so provide for our tPmporal wants that I

can give all my days and hours in this blesr&gt;ed work. It sometimes brings reproaches and scoffs from thoRe who misinterpret

my motiYes, but "in his service pain is pleasure," and I re·

joice that I am counted worthy to suffer reproach for the

cause of the Master. It seems to bring me more close to him

who set us the example, and I consider him who endureth

suC'h contradiction ( opposition ) of sinners lest I should be

weary or faint in my journey in "the narrow way."

These five pictures represent persons who have consecrated

all to God, who have covenanted to become dead to earthly

aim�. and ambitions and prizes, and have entered the list

of those who will strive for "The prize of our high calling"

and "sPek for glory, honor and immortality"-the honor, the

glory and the life promised only to the bride-the over·

comerc;, who keep their covenant.

Let us not deceive ourselves, bret en, into thinking that

the Scripture� mean the opposite of what they say when the

me&lt;;c;age of the Master reads-"Lay not up for yourselves

tr!'a�ure� upon earth"-nor conclude that it has no meaning

'' IH'n it says :

"Lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven."

Think not when you are spending all your energies for self

a n d money making, that you are following the instructions of

.Jpw�. denying self and walking in his footsteps.

He spent

h 1 � time and energy in teaching and doing good to others.

Why, Brother Russell, what strange views you hold on

this suhject ! I fear you are erratic. Do you forget that

the Apoc;tle enjoins that we be not slothful in business, fervent

in �pirit, serving the Lord ? Do you forget, too, that Jesus in

the parable condemns the servant who hid his money in the

Parth, anrl commendc; those who traded with their talents and

i n erea5cd them � \Yould you have us stop business ? Would

you have us sel l our property and give or throw it away ?

Arc we not to be God's bankers, subject to his check, or order ?
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No, dear friends, but I am convinced that i n this particular all Christians have been led from the scriptural rule and

instruction by the customs of the world, ably supported by the

selfish principles of the old, fallen, human nature. When

the Lord engaged with us and sent us into his vineyard, we

said, I go, sir ; and then supposed we were living up to our

contract when we had done some labor one day in the

week, spending six times as much of our time, and amazingly

more energy, in the accumulation of our earthly treasure

than in his service for heavenly treasure. And if this is so

the sooner we look at the matter fully and honeRtly, the

better.

I will answer your queries. I am aware we are not

to be slothful in business, but is there not quite a difference

between doing with your might what your hand finds to do,

both in the Lord's service and ia the proper care of these

bodies, etc., on the one hand, and giving all your might

and power.

"All your days and all your hours"

in laying up earthly treasure ( or trying to do so ) and

giving the hand no opportunity or time to do for the Lord.

Should we not pay some heed to the portions of that text

which require us to serve the Lord and be fervent in spirit T

Should we so exaggerate the statement "not slothful in busi·

ness," as to cause it to sap all the forces of our being, pre

vent our serving the Lord as we have covenanted to do, and

cool off and starve out the fervency of our spiritual nature

which we have no time to cherish or feed with God's Word T

Is this your understanding of "not slothful in business," my

brother, my sister ? No, I am sure it is not.

To your second question I answer :

Yes, I remember

the parable of the Talents given to the servants, etc. These

talents represent our abilities. When you came into covenant

with God you gave him yourself. If you were an orator,

cow1t that five talents ; if you were wealthy, count that two ;

if you had some power to make plain to people in a private

way, God's love, count that three ; if you could do none of

these things, but could speak a word of kindness and sympathy

and pave the way for others to declare the riches of God's

grace, count that one. These talents wPre yours j and you pre

sented them to God and he in turn handed them to you again,

telling you to use them and increase them in his service. Thus

he departed saying to us, as his church, "Occupy till I come."

At his coming he reckons with the servants and rewards

them as they had made use of their abilities in his service.

Paul's talents we will suppose to have been omto1-y. If

Paul had gone to tent-making as a business, to make and lay

up earthly treasure, or if he had used his oratory for the

applause of men, or worldly wealth, it would have been the

hiding of his talents in the earth. In a word the parable of the

"Talents" shows that you and I are responsible for the best

use in God's service of all talents we may possess.

'Would I have you sell your goods and give or throw your

money away ? The money and goods you possess should be

reckoned as the Lord's and you should use it as his word

directs-neitlH�r wastefully, nor carelessly, nor grudgingly ;

but "whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." But it

is one of the mistakes we have made, to suppose that we

are God's bankers, possessing either little or much of bit!

money. He does not give it to us as bankers, but as stewards,

and the difference is this : the banker keeps money and merely

pays out when he receives an order from the owner. The

steward is entrusted with the money to spend in the owner's

service. So God makes all his children "stewards of the

manifold grace ( numerous gifts ) of God." Some possess

many, others few. According as they possess these gifts, they

have a stewardship to fulfill in disposing of them. If wealth

be one of these, it is your duty as a faith ful steward to

find ways and means of using it to God's glory. He has given

us many ways and opportunities of doing this. It may be

spent in spreading the truth, or in ministering to the necessi

ties of the saints, or for the poor in general, or in any of a.

hundred ways that may be presented to your attention, and

commend themselves to your judgment-"doing good unto all

men as you have opportunity, especially to the household

of faith."

Money is useless except as it can do some good to some·

body, therefore, if you have it, use it. God is the great giver

of all good, and wants his children to partake of this fea·

ture of his divine nature-love-benevolence.

·would I have you quit your business, quit your farm,

fJHit your trade ? That depends on circumstances : If you are

devoting more time to your business than is needful for your

necessities and the proper support of those who are dependent

upon you, and the various avenues you may have for money in

t h e Lord's service, then I should say stop some of your busi-
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ness and use thE." talent which would go t o laying u p treasure

on ear th in some branch of the Lord's service.

Are you wealthy ? If so, I would suggest that you stop

at once the work of money gathering and "heaping treasure

for the last days," and go into the Lord's service with the

same talents used in the service of self, and see if you can

�pend it as freely and as rapidly as you could make it. Make

it your business to se1·ve the Lord and then be--"not slothful in

business." ·If you had lived in harmony with the commands

of the Lord, it is altogether probable you would not now have

s o much. Make amends for past neglects�o into the vine

yard and though it be the "eleventh hour," you may yet receivf'

the "penny" ( immortality ) .

But I am well aware that few of our readers are rich

in earthly treasure. "Not many rich . . . . hath God chosen,

hut the poor of this world," rich in faith, heirs of thE."

kingdom." What would I say to those not rich ? I would

say that probably you are not to blame for not being rich ; per·

haps you worked as hard, and planned as much, to get riches

as some who did get them ; perhaps you are not poor because

yon spent your time and talent and money in God's service,

dil igent in his business. How is that ! ask yourself. If that

lw « hePn your failing. begin anew to put forth your principal

nnergiP'&gt; in laying up treasures in heaven. Let the principal

work of life be. to rE&gt;mlPr to God the things that are God's

the things '' hirh you covenanted to spend in his service--your

all. If you thus "seek first the kingdom of God and its right

eommeR'&gt;, all tlwse ( earthly things ) shall be added unto you,"

pro hahl�· n ot many of the luxuriPs of life, but a l l necessities

will he sure.

To the motherR and houRewives let me say : Do not forget

a II othrr duties anrl privil!'ges while attending to one. I f

W &lt;&gt; ronsrrratP a l l to God and then in every act seek t o know

nnd do hi" will. I under�tnnd that every such act is ac

PE'pted of him fi R done in his service. He has placed you in

a reRpon sihle po«ition ; your first duty is to see to the com

fort and good of hmhand and children, and with such things

God is WE'll plPa secl. But do not forget that all is to be done as

pleasing the Lord. Therefore remember the words of Paul

rPgarding the drPss, the hair, etc., both of yourself and your

rhildren, and Ro order your time that you will have some

of it for partaking of spiritual food and some for ministering

to others.

If you have means and can employ servants and there

by have yom· otcn time to spend in the work of the Lord, we

would Ruggest that as a wise use of time and money to God's

glory.
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Finally, to all we would �&gt;ay :

\\7 c rerommend to your

careful study and imitation example Kn. 5-the wirl.nw

as being a pradical illustration of the traching� and act

of Jesus and the apostles, and warn you to lay a�ide earth!;;

treasure seeking, as calculated to weigh you flown to earth

and result in your losing the prize for whiPh we a re runni n;r

and whirh we believe i s so soon to be rea l i z Pd . C,c carthlv

things-Money, talents, reputation, all, as mcano; to hf·![,

you to make your calling and election �=;urc, ju�t R&lt;; a m a n

sPeking earthly wealth uses evPry ability for t h e af'POm 

plishment of his ends. Let us lay aside ewry wei�ht n nd

run with patience the rare set before UR, looking unto .J eo;u&lt;;

Do&lt;&gt;s some one object that so living and not laying up

treasure on earth would lead to want when �ieknc�� c·omP� ? I

an�;wcr, It " ould bring you into a po � i t i o n \\ here � o u r tnbt

in God's promises would have opportunity for exerC'i�c. But

living thus closely to God you could Plaim all of the

promises. "No good thing \\ ill He withhol&lt;l from them t h a t

walk uprightly." "For we know that a ll things shall work to

gether for good to them that love God ( and �how it by ohc d 

ienre to his word ) to the called arcording to his purpo&lt;;e.''

Besides I suggest that sickness is spokPn of i n scripture H &lt;;

being largely the result of sin, and the w o1 k of " h i m that

has the power of death ; that is, the devi l . " The whole world

through sin has come under his control, but when any hP

come disciples of Christ they are tran'lferrcd out oi th&lt;'

kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son

These, it would appear, are no longer subject to Satan ex

cept as his power may be permitted of JeRus and ov&lt;&gt;rniled

for our good.

While our Lord may sometimes permit Satan to a ffiirt

his sheep for their dPYPlopmPnt and pt&gt;rfection. F&lt;ometime'l,

aA in Paul's case, p!'rmitting- "a thorn Ill the flp�h as a me"

senger o f Satan to buffet" them, yet we helien tha t as

a rule if we were u�ing our po\\'PrR entirely and ron

scientiously in God's sPrvirc we would not hr so subject to

sickness. '"If we would judge onrsPlvcs ( «ee that we lh·e in

obedience to God's will ) then we �;houM not be i udged of the

Lord, but when judged we are chastPned of the Lord, that we

should not be condemned with the world." ( 1 Cor., x i . : 3 1 -32 ) .

James intimates the same thing when he say s : ".\.re any

sick among you ? . . . . The prayer of faith shall save the

sick, and if he hat•e com mitted s in s they s h a ll be forgit·en."

Jesus implied the �&gt;arne thing when, hdorc healing. he usually

said. "Thy sins be forgiven thC'r." H is fm us, however, to

follow the voice of our Shepherd and to trust him while

we follow him.
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"What man is he that fpareth the Lord ?

Let H i m tc:w h thee, weary soul ;

Let His hands now make thee whole ;

Let H i s pence thy heart control,Let Him teach thee.



Him !'hall He teach in the way that He sha I I ehoo�e.'' Ps.

lsa. i. 4.

Let Him probe thy heart within ;

.Tob v. 1 8.

Let Him searrh out C'very sin ;

Col. iii. 1 5.

Let the glorious l ight shine in.-- LPt Him teac·h thee.



Tnto paths o[ rightPou sUE'RS

LPt Him len.d and let Him blesA ;



Ps. xxiii. 3.

Ps. lxvii. 7.

Ps. cvii. 1 8 .



Let the Shepherd kindly feed ;

Let Him gently, gently lead ;

( He'll not break thE' brui sed rPPd ) ,

Let Him tC'a rh thC'e.



LC't Him guidP thee with His eyE." ;



Ps. JI"XXii. 8.

Phil. iv. 19.

Ps. lxv. 4.



Let Him give thee songs at nig-ht ;

Let Him m ak!' th&lt;&gt; darkne«R light ;

Let Him set thy spirit right.LPt Him teach theP.



Let Him �avp thC'P from distreRs,Let Him teaC'h theP.

Let His hand thy need supply ;

Let His gooclness satisfyLet Him teach thee.

Let His good word sanctify :

Let the furnal'C' purify ;

Let Him say "Fear not ; 'tis I"

Let Him teach thee.



,Tno. xvi i . 1 7 .

1 Peter i . 7.

Mark vi. 50.



X X \'.



1 2.



P� l x v t. 1 0.

P�. c x x x i x . 23

2 Cor. h-. 6.



h a . xl. 1 1



ha. x l i i . 3.

,Job



X X XV.



Isa.



vi i i.



r�. I i .



1 0.



16



1 0.



f P"'. xxxdi 5.

1 r�. :xx - d . 20.



I n tlw tumult let Him hidE';

Let Him kC'('p tlH'&lt;' at His sidP

LPt H i R name be glori fled .LPt Him tPach thC'&lt;&gt;.



Ex



xxxtii 2 1

! x i . 3.



J ..; a .



"CAST NOT AWAY THEREFORE YOUR CONFIDENCE"

To ihP words of Paul, He b. x : 35-38. ( Diaglott ) your at

tention iR IWJuestPCl. The reading of verse 37-"For yet a very

little while indeed, the coming one will come ( be present ) and

will not delay"-indicates that these words of the apostle.

although d pplieable in a certain sense previously, are mainly

HO in the p1·escnce of the Son of Man.

And we understand

the wordR here penned by Paul, to haYe been given by the

Rpirit especia lly to us, wlw are living in the days of Chri�t's

presen('e-the harvest, or Pnd of this age.

And you will

rpmembPr that much of Paul'R writing i s especially to us who

are living in the close of the Gospel Age--for instance : "In

thl' last days perilous times shall come," &amp;c ; again : "Take



unto yon the whoJ p a J mor o f G orl. that �·e m a y ht&gt; a b l e t o

stand i n tha t c v 1 l da!t'' "the &lt; l a y o f tl w Lord ; " again : "For

til(' fi rP ( tr i a l « ) of t h a t day shall tt y e ,· ,· r �· m a n ' s work of

what sort I t 1". " Thr same i « trne o f manv. if nnt a l l thP

wr i t i n g s of t h P Olrl and '1\ "'w TP�t.l mPnh : in iad t he grea t

hm rlPn



of t h r p ro plwl:&lt; '



a nd thP



A pn-tiPs·



" ri t ings



'&lt;'Pms



to



b e with reference t o the end o f the .Tt&gt; w i s h a nd a l �o o f t h e

G oRpPl age, especially the latter.

SincP then, W!' ReP that the�e worrl .,; of the S p i r i t . wt'rP

gin•n PR p eci a l ly to UR wh o ,ne l i ' ing "tn tht&gt; day� o i th.·

Son of Man"-"thc rvil day''-we slwuld gi Vt&gt; th t&gt; m t h e mo1 e

earnest heed.

As in every other ra sP in which WP art' m -
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structed concerning the evil day, there is the intimation that

it will be a time of special trial, and admonitions to held

fast, &amp;:c., are giwn as in this 38th verse. During the last

six or seven years, the Lord has been leading us, his people, in

a very remarkable manner. As we look backward we can see

that our pathway has been as "a shining light . . . . shining

more and more." It has been progressive, bringing us strength

with "meat in due season." It has caused us to grow both in

grace and knowledge and this growth, taken in connection

with the fact that we are not obliged to look back and now

call darkness what was then called by some of the brethren,

"a grl'at flood of light," is the very strongest grounds for

confidence that the same Lord who then supplied us light from

the word, is still providing of the same kind. We say then,

"Ca;;t not a way your confidence" in o1tr Leader, "t he great

Shep h erd of thP Rheep."

If we were following a man undoubtedly it would be different with us ; und oubtedly one human idea would contradict

another and that which was light one or two or six years

ago would he regarded as darkness now : But with God there

1s no variableness. neither shadow of turning, and so it is with

truth ; any knowledge or light coming from God must be

like its author. A new view of truth never can contradict

a former truth. "New light" never extinguishes older "Ught,"

but adds to it.

If you were lighting up a building contaimng seven gas j ets you would not extinguish one every

time you lighted another, but would add one light to another

and they would be in harmony and thus give increase of light :

So is it with the light of truth ; the true increase is by adding

to, not by substituting one for another.

Therefore, in mentioning grounds of our confidence that

we are in the shining path under the leading of the Spirit, we

mention first that the tendency of present truth is to produce the proper fruit of the spirit, of which love is the

chief. The tendency of our growth in knowledge is to growth

in grace. "He that hath this hope in him purifieth himself

even as he ( .Jesus ) is pure." Our pathway has been one

of in&lt;'rease of light in harmony with former light. Thus we

have been led to increased confidence in our leader. Let us take

A GLANCE BACXWABD

at the steps of progress, and let all notice that the progress

Is not only forward but upward; i. e., the tendency is from the

natural to the spiritual. We will look, not at any one person's experience, but at what serves to show the advance of

the knowledge of truth for ten years past. Looking back to

1 8 7 1 , we see that many of our company were what are

known as Second Adventists, and the light they held briefly

stated, was that there would be a second advent of Jesusthat he would come to bless and immortalize the saints, to

judge the world and to burn up the world and all the wicked.

This, they claimed would o'!cur in 1 873, because the 6,000

years from the creation of Adam were complete then.

Well, 1 873 came, the end of 6,000 years, and yet no

bu1'1zmg of the world, &amp;c. But prophecies were found which

poi nted positively to 1874 as the time when Jesus was due

to be present, and the resurrection of Daniel was also due as

proved by the ending of jubilee cycles and the 1335 days of

Dan. xii. The autumn of 1 874, anxiously expected, finally

came, but the earth rolled on as ever. "All things continued as

they were from the beginning of creation."

All their hearts

were sad. They said, "Surely we have been in error-but

where ?

Surely it is clearly taught that Jesus will come

again ; perhaps our calculation of time is at fault." Carefully

they examined the chronology but it seemed faultless and

positively declared that the 6,000 years ended in 1 873.

Then the

prophetic arguments were carefully re-examined.

Was an

error found ? No, they stood the test of all investigation

and the jubilee argument and "1 335 days" of Daniel could not

po�sibly be prolonged beyond the fall of '74 or the spring of

1 875 and these periods were both past.

Dark indeed seemed the outlook ; all were discouraged. It

had seemed as though the Lord had been leading in the

past, and yet now all these things which had been thought

light seemed to be proved darkness.

Just at this time Bro. Keith, ( one of our contributors )

was used of the Lord to throw another beam of Ught on the

subject which brought order out of confusion, and caused all

of the former "light" to shine with tenfold brightness. Brother

K. had been reading carefully Matt. xxiv chapter, using the

"Emphatic Diaglott," a new and very exact word for word

translation of the New Testament ; when he came to the

37th and 39th verses he was much surprised to find that it

read as follows, vir.. : "For as the days of Noah thus will be the

presence of the !'on of man. For as in those days, those before

the deluge th('y were eating and drinking, marrying and

pledging in marriage till the day that Noah entered the
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Ark, and understood not till the Deluge came and swept them

all away ; thus will be the presence of the Son of Man."

His surprise was, at finding that the Greek word parousia

which signifies presence, had in our common version been

improperly rendered coming, but the new rendering showed

that it was not the act of coming that resembled the days of

Noah, but that as in Noah's days the masses of the people

"knew not" so it would be in the time of Jesus' presence at the

second advent. Humanity will go on eating, drinking, mar

rying, etc., as usual and ''know not" that he is present. The

next step was, to see whether the account of the same dis

course as recorded by Luke, would harmonize with this new

idea of a presence unseen, excl'pt by the eye of faith, until the

"little flock" typified by Noah had gone from among men

into the condition of safety ( from the coming storm ) represented by the Ark-"one taken and another left."

Luke's account was in perfect accord with Matthew's,

though in different words-"As it was in the days of Noah

so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man."

( Luke

xvii : 26. )

This was communicated to others of the disappointed ones,

and with the remembrance that the time arguments above

referred to had been found faultless and unalterable and

proved that Jesus was due here in the fall of 1 874, came

the thought-Can it be possible that Jesus does not come in

a fleshly body at his second advent ? Can it be possible that

his presence began at the time indicated in those prophecies,

and yet we went on eating and drinking, etc., and "knew

not" of his presence ?

A careful examination of the Word was begun by all

deeply interested, to see whether it, as a whole, would be in

harmony with this new thought. It was found to be in perfect

harmony and opened up and made clear many scriptures

hitherto dark : For instance the differences between natural,

earthly bodies and spiritual, heavenly bodies ; how that the

things which are seen are temporal, natural, but the things

that are not seen are eternal, spiritual ; that spiritual beings

could not be seen by mortals, (without a miracle ) and that the

object an� scope of the Gospel age was, the taking out of

the world of mankind a "little flock" to be associated with

Jesus in the work of the future-destroying evil and bless

ing all the families of the earth ; that God's plan was not, to

destroy all mankind after the gathering of the Gospel church

but to "restore all things" and destroy only the evil which

now rules in the world ; that the fire supposed to be literal,

was really symbolic and signified a great time of trouble

which would be the close of the Gospel age and dawn of the

Millennia! in which all evil principles of governments and

society would be manifested and destroyed, as a necessary prep

aration for the coming blessing.

So says the Prophet : "Wait ye upon me, saith the Lord,

until the day that I rise up to the prey, for my determination

is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms

and pour upon them mine indignation even all my fierce anger

for all the earth, shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy :

For then will I turn to the people a pure language and they

shall all call upon the name ()f the Lord to serve him with

one consent." ( Zeph. iii : 8-9. )

As to the manner of Christ's coming other scriptures were

found to be in perfect accord with the accounts of Matt. and

Luke, of its being an unseen presence : For instance, the

angel's message-Acts i. 11.

"Tms SAME JESUS SHALL SO COME IN LIKE MANNEB

as ye have seen him go into heaven." This had generally been

supposed to teach that Jesus would come in the flesh, and be

seen of men, as he was there seen of the disciples. But when

carefully examined the text does not say that any one will

see him, but that he will so come as he went away not with

"flaming fire" and rolling thunder and great outward demonstration, but silently, 1mknown to the world. And if he "so

comes in like manner," how much in harmony with Matthew's

and Luke's record-they will eat and drink and know not of

his presence.

But the angels' language seemed peculiar-this same Jesus

as though there had been another Jesus :

Examination revealed the fact, that Jesus since his resurrection is a totally

different being from the ,Jesus who died ; that a great

change had taken place. While before his death he had

been the "man Christ Jesus," having the form of a servant and

perfect human powers, etc., and yet none but human powers,

except as the Father's power w�ts operated and manifested

through him : (John xiv. 10. ) Yet now, since his resurrection

he claims divine powers not as the Father in him, but as his

own, saying-"All power in heaven and in earth is given unto

me" and he is no longer a natural, but a spiritual body. It

was sown a natural body, raised a spiritual body-sown mor-



[188]



fEBRUARY, ! 881



Z I O N 'S



WA T C H



T O WER



(4)



that the time of harvest had come for this Go�pPI aw·, t h a t

it was due to begin i n 1 874, just the plac·p thP prophet- a n d

the law had already shown .Jesus as dup to h P prP�Pnt A n rl

not tell whence he came nor whither he went ; thus personally

when it was remembered that this agP 1;, higher than t h&lt;·

illustrating his own teachings to Nicodemus : "That which

fleshly .Jewish age, it seemed perfectly proper that the ha1 is born of the Spirit is Spi1-it. [Jesus was the first born from

Yesting in the end of this age, should be an un'ieen work. Anrl

the dPad to the spiritual plane-"by the Spirit. " ] "The wind

so we are taught that it is an invisible work, hy ind &lt;;ihle,

bloweth where it listeth and thou hearest the sound thereof

beeause Apiritual beings-Jesus, the chief reaper ( RP\'. xn·.

but can'st not tell whence it cometh nor whither it goeth ;

14-15. ) and angels, the under-reapers ( Matt. xiii. 3!l . l f!H i Pt l y ,

so in every- one that is born of the Spirit." ( Jno. iii. 8 ) .

and invisible, separating wheat from tare;,, et('.

It was clear too that while desiring the disciples to realize

As then the sickle was the truth that .Je.,us, the Son of God

that he was risen, Jesus wished them also to realize the

was present, so now the same t1·uth seems to he U"ed a'i a

change that had taken place and that he was no longer bound

separator-the presen&lt;'e of .Jesus, the Bridegroom. Reaper awl

by human conditions , etc., therefore, he appeared to them

King. As then only the few who "had ears to h Pa 1·" rPcogni7erl

under supernatural circumstances and in various forms, or

the truth, so now, only the wheat are expe&lt;'tecl to k now, "the

bodies, none of which bodies were his spiritual person, but mere 

wise ( with heavenly wisdom ) shall unrlerRtand." "Ye brethren

ly a garb by which he made himself known to their human

are not in darkness, that that day ( the day of the Lord'�

senses.

presence ) should overtake you as a thief."

So one point

When it was understood that "this same Jesus" was a

after another added harmonious light and evidence that we

�piritual body, unseen except by the performance of a miracle,

were not following cunningly devh;; ed fables, hut walking in

the saying of the angels was perfectly clear. Then, one after

the light and we rejoiced.

another, various scriptures gradually took their places and

Coming to the spring of 1 878, the time parallel to the giv

all began to see how "the kingdom of God cometh not with

ing up of the Jewish church and ending of the Gosp�I &lt;'hurch

obsPrvation [margin, outward show] neither l!lhall men say, Lo

by the Spirit, we naturally and not unrea&lt;'�onably �xpePted

hPrP, or Lo there, for thP k ingdom of God will be among them"

some change of our condition, and all were more or Ie�" dis

( an invisible power. )

( Luke xvii : 20. )

appointed when nothing supernatural occurrl'd. But our diR

When it was discovered that "as the lightning which shineth

appointment was brief, for we noti&lt;'ed that the Jewtsh ehur&lt;'h

. . . . so shall thP Son of Man be in his day" meant, not

( and not the Gospel church ) was the pattern of ours. and

that hP would he like the shining but "as the lightning" ( the

therefore we should not expect paralll'ls to Pente&lt;'ost or to

invisible electric fluid ) which produces the shining, it was

anything which happened in the beginning of thig rhurf'l1.

m amfPst why the warning was given : "If any man say unto

\Ve looked again at the .Jewish churc·h aR thl' pattern an(!

you, Lo. herP is Christ, or Lo there ! believe it not." Go

saw that though .Jesus gave them up a« a fleshly hou"e a t

not aftPr them nor follow them, for I will not be visible to

the close of h i s three a n d a half years mmi�try. yPt hi' &lt;'011the natural eyP, but as the lightning is discernable only by its

tinued special favor to them afterward saying to the disciplP"

shining and power, so will I be in my day recognizable to

after resurrection, "that repentance and remis,ion of sin�

my waiting bride by the light of truth, and afterward to the

should be preached in his name among all nations,

world, in the lig h t of events and "the flaming fire" of the day

beginning at Jerusalem." ( Luke xxiv. : 47. ) Act&lt;;; x. l ."i -a-t and

of trouble.

45, showed that the gospel was not preached to any gentill'

Many other little points were noticed, too numerous to re

for some time after Pentecost. Cornelius being the firl't

late, all in full accord with this ; such as, that the literal

convert. Why was this favor shown to the .Jews after thP

rl'nrlering of verses 46 and 50 of Matt. xxiv teach that when

G ospel age began ? we inquired. We found tlw answer whPn

the Lord h&lt;�s rome Rome of his servants will be giving t(} the

we referred to the prophecy of Daniel. ( ix., 24, ) viz : That

hon�Phold of faith "meet in due season" [which of course

seventy weeks of time ( seven years to each week ) was set

would b!.' th e dedaring of his presence] while other servants

apart by God as time during which his Rpecwl fa 1 o r would

would say, "My Lord delayeth his coming" [has not come I

be extended to fleshly Israel as a people, during which. at t lw

and Rmit!.' th!.'ir fellow servanti1 who present the "meat in

end of sixty-nine week�;�, ( 7 &amp;62 Vs. 25, ) Messiah should comt&gt;.

rlul' S('aqon "

( Fulfilled when .Jesus waR baptised in .Jordan. and rl'&lt;'riHd

l\Iea n t i m l' the grandest "time argument" we have, viz :

the anointing of the Spirit whirh ronstituted him, "the Lord'�

ThP two di�penRatwn parallels began to take its place

anointed,"-"the Christ." )

supported by both the law and the prophetR, it showed the

Then the seventieth week of tltl' rovenant still rem a i n Pd

.T!.'wish age to he the I'Xact pattern or picture on the fleshly

-seven years of God's favor, during whieh God sa id he wou l d

plan£&gt; of the Gospel Age on the higher, spiritual plane, and

make an end of sins, anoint the most holy, etc., ( VP. . 2 4 1 .

that the two ages were to he of the 8ame length. The

And during the seventieth week "Messiah shall he &lt;'Ut off

parallt:: ls in tlw close of the two ages were seen to be especially

( di e ) but not for himself," thuR eausing all typical "«acrific£&gt;q

beautiful a ml striking. the closing work of their age being

and oblations to cease" in the m 1dst of the set:en ftet h 1 1 cd .

&lt;·alled a "harvPst" lasted forty yPars from A. D. 30 to A. D. 70,

We saw clearly, therefore, that the gospel was prearhed among

from the beginning of Jesus' ministry to the destruction of

them as a people, as a part of the favor of tho"e seventv

their city and nation. We saw that the work of that harve�;�t,

'

reaping, separAting of wheat and chaff, the gathering of the weeks of years, and we therefore believe that Cornelius wa s

converted

three

and

a

half

years

aftl'r

the

eross.

and

that

wheat into the Gospel garner and burning the chaff of that age,

while Jesus left them desolate as a nation and dl'clared t ha t

while doni' on the natural plane, was not apprehended by any

"the kingdom w'as taken from them," yet t h e peoplP o f t ha t

but the wheat : As a people "they knew not the time of their

Jewish church were shown favor individually, by ha,·ing t h P

visi t a tion"-"it was hid from their eyes" because they "sought

invitation t o the gospel, spiritual kingdom offl'l'ed t o thPtn.

it not by faith." We saw too, that Jesus taught that there

We then looked for the parallel to this in the Go,pel ag-&lt;'

would be sn('h a harvest in the end of this age. Matt. xiii. 39.

and found th:� t the nomin a l go"� pt&gt;l elmr&lt;'h, t.he na ra l l el of t lw

"So shall it be in the end of this world ( age ) ." The character

.Jewish church, was "east off" or "l&lt;&gt;ft d&lt;&gt;.,olatl'." "spewPd ou t "

of the work to be done in this harvest, viz : separating wheat

at the parallel point o f time, 1 878, but was dut' t o ha \ P fa,·oJ

from tares, before the wheat should "shine forth as the sun

as individua ls for three and a half yPars,

or until thP a u t u m n

in the kingdom of their Father" or the tares go into the fire

'

of 1 88 1 , during which they wer&lt;&gt; to separate thPm-.ph·es from

of trouble, when coupled with the fact that the wheat, when

the "Babylon" church. As Peter callrd tho.-p out of t h e g i \ \•n

gathered, would he taken from the ordinary duties of life-

up .Jewish church, saying, "Save yourselvPs from this pprn•1 , , .

the field, bed and mill, showed clearly that the harvest work

generation," ( Acts i., 40, ) RO, now the wheat of thr Go:&lt;pt&gt;l

w�u! d be one, invisible to the natural eye, for the separating

Plmrch is addressed by the Spirit-"Come out of hPr. my pt'l&gt;

sprntually must take place before the wheat is gathered.

pie, that ye be not partakers of her sins and !'P('P!Ve not of

The next point was to notice that in the separating, or harvest

her plagues"- ( the seven last, ) Rev. 18.

ing of the .Jewish age

.Just at this time we met with a sad and very :&lt;Ht•re tria l .

TRUTH WAS THE SIOKLE

A brother of influence and ability among u�. dt&gt;pa rtt&gt;d from

and Jesus in the flesh, the chief reaper or Lord of the han-et�t,

the very foundation of all faith, claiming that hP did not nee11

the ApostlPs and "the seventy" under-reapers. The meRsage

any one to pay the penalty for his sins. a" he a n d a l l others

of each of them and of .Jesus himself was the sickle which did

did that for themselves when they died-in a wor d . tha t thl'

the dividing work, viz : that .Jesus was "tht&gt; Christ, the Son of

act of dymg was the payment o f 8111, and that ha ving- dlt'd

the living God," and that, as repreRPnted in him "the k ingdom

they all forthwith had a rig h t to lifl'. a n 1l in consl' q U(&gt;Il l't' n f

of God was come nigh unto ( them ) -repent and believe the

that 1-ight a l l would be l'I'«Urreeted.

[ Tiw a ro-nm�&gt;nt wa"

good news."

specious and led astray many who had not rcc�gmn'd t h a t

Thus "He cam&lt;&gt; to his own, but his own received him not,"

the ra&lt;'e was deprived of li fE' hE&gt;&lt;'aU&gt;&lt;I' all \\'E'rl' sinnrrs. a n ti

excepting the few. The parallels of these two ages showed

that all must continue dead forevPr unl&lt;&gt;ss a ransom fo1 s1n



tal raised immortal and exerCismg powers peculiar to his



new conditions, he would appear and disappear and they could
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h .Hi bP&lt;'Il f!' I V &lt;'ll . a nd that "Christ died fot· our sms according

to tht&gt; St:n p t m P�." and that his r ight to restore to l i fe by a

rt'•UI I t&gt;C't 1 &lt;'11 wa � by virtue of hanng paid the price--or

J H' H a l t y " m Ju � o w n body on the tree," when as Daniel had

o;,t t d " m thP nud.-t of tlw week" hr made a n "end of sin"-" m a d �&gt; 1 t'c o n l ' i h a t i on for iniquity . " ]

B u t t lus was onl,\· the beginn i ng of our tnals from this

�"Ill &lt;'&lt;' · II.t v i ng dPmed that the Lord bought them- ( 2 Peter.

1 1 , 1 . ) -h c speed i ly w&lt;&gt;nt into further error, denying one

a itPr a no t h Pr of th&lt;&gt; aboYe mentionPd points of evidence until

ti n a l ly he ha s dPmPd that Christ is present and seems to have

gone completely out of the l ight which w e as a peopl e hol d .

T h i s we saY wa � a �&lt;'vere and unlooked for trial and troubled

us m u ch, 1in t i l WP noticed that it wafl the exact fulfillment of

onP of our L O I &lt; l ' � pa rable!', where ll&lt;' tells how, when the

K m g came in J lht prior to the marriage, he found among

t ho•&lt;&gt; who were e.xpecting to ])(' unitP&lt;l to him "a man not

h a vmg on a wedding garment," a person trusting in his own

I l ghteou�IH's�. hel i eving that he did not need to have his sins

jo l''l l l I'll . t h a t he could dte fo r htmself and pay for his own

" i n �. I n t h e parable this one was "cast into outer darkness"

-the cond i ti o n of ignorance in whirh the whole world is, con&lt;"ernmg '·The day of the Lord" and the fact which we see, so

l']pa rly. t h a t we are now "In the d ays of the Son of Man."

\\ i t h t 1 1 1 � parahle ful fi l l &lt;&gt;d in harmony with all the others and

w 1 t h onr po�ition i n general, wh i l e b itterly lamenting our

l n o t h r r ' � conrfle, we were strengthened by the harmony of the

t J uth.

ThP rcRt! lt t o om little company was a sifting and shaking

\\ h i Ph shm\'Pd u � anotlwr !wripture.

Paul had said t o us

'"Td k f' unto you the whole



ARMOR OF GOD

t h a t ye m a y l w a l,f1• to 1/'ithstand IN T H E EVIL DAY"-the day

of th&lt;&gt; Lon! . Eph. v 1 . 1 3 . Rome wen&gt; unable to stand the se·

vpnty of t ll i � tr i a l and l ik e the above mentioned brother,

ha , " drotcn lm r'k from the light.

Thr th�t thrPP and :t ·lut l f year� from 7 4 to 78 seem as

\\ P l oo k hack a t them, to h a ,·e heen devoted almost entirely

to ll "&lt;'l'l t a i n i n g and prodng the fact of ChriRt's presence and

thr h a rvP�t work of Rcparating as now going on. The latter

ha I f of t h i s harw�t ha;� howevPr, bern spent very differently ;

vpry l i ttlr t i m l' i � �pent i n pro ring the presence and very much

t J mP i � �pPnt 1 11 11 pplying that truth , in urging holiness

o f hPart and pnrity of life a n d con�ecration t o his w i l l and

wn1 k, of a l l who would "be like him a n d see him as he is."

TIH' l i ght upon our pathway still shines and i s more and

morp �rlorion« : True the time arguments etc., proving Christ's

prP�rn&lt;'&lt;' ,,·pre very CR�entia I and en joyable, and we got all that

wa � nf'N! fu l to 11� of that kind of light, enough to satisfy all of

t h P ('OI rP&lt;·tnr"" of our po�ition. RinPe 1 878 the light has been

of a &lt;. t i l l more gloriou� spiritual and elevating character pointl ng o11t PIParly the foot prints of him in whose steps we are

to fol l ow. Let ns rPfrP�h your memory on some of these points

"t ho11gh ye know thPm and he CRtahli shed in the present

,

truth .

For in&lt;&gt;tance,



"THE WEDDING GARMENT"

, , 1 h w&lt; t l 1 rnught 1 1 � to the consideration of our standing as

new ,.1 P a t u re'- 1 11 (' ] 1 1 i �t a n d a l l Raw more fully than ever before. how "h&lt;' ,, hn k u ew no sin," took our place and suffered

r!eat h as t h o ug h hP h n &lt;l heen the Rinner, while we though

n d u a l ly � i mw r � and i m prrfet't a re on tha t account accepted

q s per fect ; how h &lt; ' bore o u r Rins, and w e bear a n d wear h i s

nghtPoii ,IW'-� a� o u r wc&lt;lding gannPnt. Our sin'! imputed to

11 1 m . h i � rightPOli�IIP&lt;;s imputed to ll'&lt;.

ThP &lt;·on &lt;. i dcration of the sam.e gene ral topi&lt;" :

What is the

ra n �om p r i ('P � led 11� to Pxamine tlw law which Paul says is

\\le C '-a m i n P&lt;I a« to how the blood of bulls and of

a ,J1 1ul&lt;J IJ)

goa t � took away sin typi,·a l ly, to IParn how the guilt of the

world 1, rPmm·r&lt;l rea l ly. Th i s proved indeed a mine of wealth

1 11 \\ h i &lt; - h mw·h d i ggmg may be don&lt;'.

[ Tract No. 7 will be

d PvotPd t 0 t h i � �nbJc&lt;'t] . ThP type of the day of atonement

&lt;•r ma k i n i( at onp w i th God by sacrifices for sins, Lev. xvi.,

wa � q,111p &lt;.f tlw �wPetrflt food we had tasted a nd seemed to be

" m ('a t 1 11 &lt;In c &lt;,Pa�0n," for it f'howed us more clearly the intim a t e rclation..,hip hetwP&lt;&gt;n u s and our head, not only in the

glory to fo l l ow, hut in the suffering s of the present age, "the

d a v of a t onement."

·

we &lt;,aw that all who ever become memherf! of the divine

family on thP � p i r i tual plane mu�t lose the fleshly being and

nature fir..,t ; that a&lt;, the hul ] &lt;,.k wa� a type of .Jesus' earthly·

human nature l a i d down a " " ransom, �o the two goats repre"ented the churc·h wh J I'h "fi l l 'l up the meaRure of the affiictions of Christ whi c·h arf' hehind " We flaw that the overoomcr.�, "the little flock" of t },, (·Ililt Ph, wprr typifiPd by thP Lord's

goat which in every particular fol l owed in the footstrps of the
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bul lock as we are to walk in the footsteps of Chris't, our ex·

ll m ple. And we saw how the second company, alas, the "great

company" of Christians, fa t l to thus crucify and offer them·

selves, and must be "sent away" ( as was the scapegoat ) into

great tribulation "for the destruction of the flesh that the

spirit may b e saved." This l e d t o searching inquiry : A m I a

Fharer in Christ's suffermgs, being made conformable unto

his death ? Am I a living sacrifice ?-resulting, we hope, in "a

closer walk with God" on the part of some.

Next came the subject of



"RESTITUTION FOR WHOM'? "

1 11 th'IS we saw the h ope 0 f bel'levers 0 f th'Is age t0 b e

that of becoming new creatures, of the dirine, instead of the

human nature, to which new spiritual conditions we are now

begotten and hope soon to be born, and for which we pray.

"Finish, then, thy new creation."

Th i s we hope soon to realize, by being made l ike unto

Christ's glorious body. We flaw these hopes of the Phurch

strongly contrasted with the hopes of the world, as held out

in the scripture, when we saw for the first time, that

restitution was all that God had promised the world in general-restitution of all that sin had destroyed through Adam's

disobedience, so that they would again be perfect men whoRe

safeguard from future di sobedience and A in would he their

knowledge of, and experience with it, in the pre;;ent h fP.

We saw that the basis of all restitution waR the paymrnt.

of the debt of sin, and that to this end "Je,;u;; Christ hy

the grace o f God tasted death for evet'1J rnan." 'Ve next i n qui red if his death brought restitution to us, and found t h a t

it does, not actually restoring us to the condition of perfe&lt;-1

men, but by God's reckoning all believers pet·feot ( though

none are so actually ) .

We saw that we ( who believe i n

the ransom ) are so reckoned in order that we might han�

something to offer on God's altar, RO that ''the nghteons!IP%

of the law is fulfilled in us." If we had not been thus justified and reckoned righteous we could not present om AelveR as

"living sacrifices" for sinful creatures would no t he &lt;I!'C'P)ltahle

sacrifices. But we are JUstified ones, redPPmcd from a l l � 1 11

perfect attd restored in God's sight, through Christ "by wh om

we h.€1/Pe received the AT · ONE·MFNT." ( Rom. v : l l . )

"In w h o m

we have redemption through his blood, the forgivPne;-;� o f

sins, according to the riches of his grace." ( Eph . i . 7 . )

And now our mission as new oreattwes, dit:ine, i� to y i el d

up our human life, body and talents to God, "doing good

unto all men as we have opportunity, especially to the houRe·

hold of faith." Next



"THE NARROW WAY TO LIFE"

opened up before us and we saw that the life here referred to,

iR immortal life--or the perfection of life ; and this brought

to our attention the fact that God has many different orders

of beings, all of whom, when in harmony w i th him are ]Jerfeet, though each is perfect on his own p lanp of being, as for

instance, perfect angels are one order and pPrfert men ( when

restored to perfection ) are another ord er. These orders, one

on the human plane and the other on the spiritual , would

each be supplied with life forever from the great fountainGod-and thus supplied enjoy e Pet·-lasting l i fP.

But this

showed u s that the great prize for whirh we are running, is

not merely continued existence, but if we are o rr1·-comn·s the

promise is immorta l life ( or l i fe in oun;elves ) a quality or

perfection of life, said to be possessed only by Father a n d

Son a n d promised only t o "thP l i ttle flock" who w a l k the

narrow way"The way our Leader trod."

"And few there he that find it." Afl sPript11re bega n to narrow

d.own to the overcomers, as thosp upon whom thP prize for

which we are running should be bestowrd it had the effect

on many of stirring np to greater a&lt;"tivity that "no man take

our orown"-a feeling akin to that of Paul when he said : "If

by any means I might attain 11nto THI� resnrrrotion," ( the first

resurr.ection which includes JesuR our head and a l l the mem hers of his body who "live and reign with h i m a thousand

years"--only over-comers are to reign ) . Therefore we seek to

walk separate from the world.

Fresh light was shed upon the subject of



BAPTISM

a nd we found the watery grave to be a very beautiful type. or

i l lustration of our dymg to the fleshly or human nature,

yct that it is not the rea lity ; and. though we shal l Rti l l use

the water symbol as we think the Lord desires, and with

sti l l deeper pleaRure sinPe we see its perfect meaning, yet

we now see and apprePiate the baptism referred to by Pan!

a s the esspntial one ; in which a man being plan ted would

surely be in Christ's likenesR in THY- ( firs t ) resttrreotwn-"F01

if we have been planted together in the likeneRs of his death
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w e shall b e also in the likeness o f his resurrection." ( Rom.

vi : 5 . )

This taken in connection with the other statements

of the same apostle-that we are to be made comfortable

unto his death if we would be in his likeness i n the ( first )

re-surrection-must be dead with him if we would live with

him-must suffer with him if we would reign with him-shows

us plainly that Paul referred to the same baptism into

death of which Jesus spoke, when He said to His disciples who

asked to s.it in His throne of glory :

"Are ye indeed able

( wi lling-the ability comes of God ) to drink of the cup that

I shall drink of and to be baptized with the ba p tism that I

am baptized with ?"-death. Thi s is our incentive to "both

labor and suffer reproach ; " that we may honor him and bless

oth!'rs, and receive the crown of life and glory.

And now we come nearer to the time when

OUB CHANGE SEEKS DUE

( We know not the day or hour, but eYpect it during 1 88 1 ,

possibly near the autumn where the parallels show the favor

to Zion complete and due to end, the door to the marriage

to shut and the high calling to be the bride of Christ, to

cea�e. ) and light on that subject is becoming clearer ; we

see that as the voices and trumpets of 1 Thes. iv. 16, are

symbolir, so also, the clouds are symbolic of the trouble gath

&lt;'ring-, in or during which, we shall be caught away to meet the

Lord in the air, which we find is another symbol and used to

represent the spiritual-supernatural-control of earth's affairs

now possessed by Satan the prince of the powers of the air

who i s soon to be bound and give place to Jesus and his

bride-the n ew powers of the air- ( spiritual powers ) .

And further we have learned that the change and marriage,

while intimately associated, are not the same, that we shall

be changed to be on the same spiritual plane as our Lord

"he like him"-like unto Christ's glorious body-the perfection

of our new nature before being joined or united with him i n

the glory o f pou:er o r office.

We have noted how this was typified by Rebecca's meeting

Isaac, which we believe to be a type of the church meeting

her Lord. When the servant had made known to Rebecca

the p1·esence of I saac, she put on a vail and went to him and

he took her and she became his wife. So we ue under the

lead of the Spirit, which as God's servant is bringing the

bride to the Bridegroom. Our Lord is present and the spirit

iq n ow ( through the word ) making known this fact, and when

all who constitute members of that little flock have come to

realizE' hiR preqenPe, they all will as RebePca did, paRs beyond

the vail and be with him and be united to him. Otl1er fea

tureq a ppPar!'d relative to our condition

AFTER CHANGE BEFORE GLORY

and the work we �hall do, aft!'r our change, under the vail

of the flPsh. for tlw "great &lt;'Ompany"-instructing them,

separating th!'m from the world, etc., under a series of judg

ments reprp�ented by the first three plagues upon the Egyptians

and Israelites.

The first three plagues were vi sited upon tlH' typiea l peo

ple by the hand of Aaron, who was a type of th� tra nql a ted

church. AA Aaron was the mouthpiece of Moses, so we expect
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that, when changed, we shall, under the vail, be the mouth

piece of the kingdom of God for a time. This same general

truth we found illustrated in the building of the t emp l e

the temple built representing the church in its changed or eom ·

pleted condition-yet unglorified until the Levite&lt;; and P r i &lt;·,tR

had come into full harmony in God's praise.

And now, dearly beloved, as you look back and see how the

light of truth has shone upon our path-way more and more,

and especially as we see its richness in spiritual teaching, dur

ing the last two years have we not reason to do as one of

old-"thank God and take courage" ? Do not brother Paul's

words "Ca�,; not away your confidence," come to us with great

force T In view of God's past leading and blessing, have we

any reason to cast away our confidence in his presence ? Do

not these precious truths so freely given to us, themqelves

evidence his presence, when we rememrer that he said, con 

cerning this time : "Behold, I stand at the door and knock ;

if any man hear my voice and open the door I will come i n

a n d sup with h i m and h e with me." "Blessed a r e those senantR

whom the Lord when h e cometh ( has come ) �hall find watch·

ing ; verily, I say unto you, that he shall gird himself and

make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and

serve them."

( Rev. iii., 20. Luke xii., 37 . )

What wonder i f we have meat to eat that the world know

eth not of ? The Master is come and himself is serving uq

with the meat in due season. But let us look more closelv at

the words of Paul. He says our confidence has

•



A GREAT REWARD

We have seen that it will have. Next he adds : "For you

have need of patience so that having done the will of God,

you may receive the promise ( things promisd ) ; for yet a very

little while indeed, the coming one will come ( be present )

and will not delay."

This has now been accomplished ; he has come and no

longer delays. What now must we expect ? That we soon

shall walk by sight of the natural eye and not by faith,

as all through the Gospel age since Pentecost ? Is this what

we may expect ? 0 no ! Though the way is very clear and

the light strong, yet we must still "walk by faith and not

by sight." So says the next verse, ( 38 ) . "But my jmt one

by faith shall live, and if he should shrink back my soul doe�

not delight in him." The just one referred to, is first of all,

.Jesus, and secondly all those who constitute members of the

body of Christ. The conditions o f all are the same ; none o f

them are children o f God o n the human plane, but o n the

divine, and when the evidences of the word are presen te&lt;l.

they are expected to walk by faith, if they would be acceptahl,•

with the Lord. "If any man draw back [to walk by sight l . my

�&lt;oul shall have no pleasure in him."

There must be something at this time to which the apo5tle

rPfers calculated to make some draw back from the a fore

nwntioned light.

Brethren, "cast not away your confidence

which hath great recompense of reward." \Ve surely ha\ e

every reason for greater confidence than ever in the correct

ness of our position as we call to mind our leading in the

past, "\Ve are not of them that draw back."



A SORE HEEL VERSUS A SORE HEAD

"I



w il l put enmity between thee and the woman, and between th v



�PPd and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head and th o u sh.dt

bruise his heel." Gen. i i i : 15.



This prophecy was made at a time when all seemed to

be lost, at the door of l i fe, at the door of dPath. W i th a l i fe

of pure unsullied enjoyment in prospect, the new pair had

taken possession of the new earth. They had a richer dowry

than had ever fallen to the lot of morally intelligent beings.

( The pow&lt;'r of transmission, and this power in the lower order

of animals was for man's bfinefit. )

They were not the first

children of their father, i. e., not the first created, but the first

of their class.

In their c om pl ex structure the animal and the intellectual

were wonderfully united, and they were made capable of re

ceiving ( through faith ) a divine nature, ( l Peter, i : 4, ) which

from an embryo condition ( 1 Peter, i . : 3-5, ) shall finally ( in

the resurrection ) come forth a spiritual, immortal body, ( 1

Cor. xv. : 44, ) the gift of God through Jesus Christ.

Some

have taught and do teach that man had and still has a

spiritual nature ; but Paul, speaking of the first and second

Adam, ( 1 Cor., xv. : 45-45, ) says "The first man Adam was

made a living soul" [ literally animal soul or living being, l ;

the last Adam was m a ch • a quickening spirit." Howbeit that

waR not first whieh i� spiritual, but that which i� na tum l, and

afterward that which is spiritual.

There are sPveral seriptures, wh i &lt;"h , taken a lonr, would



!'leE'm to some to indicate a combination of the natural and

spiritual, such as 2 Cor., iv. : 16. "Thoug-h our outward man

perish, yet t h e inward man is renewed day by day." That the

inward man here is the renewed mind, we learn from Rom ,

vii. · 22 -23 :

"For I delight in the law of God a fter the

imcard man, but I see another law in my m e m bers, warring

against the law of my mind and bringlllg me mto ea p t t v t ty

to the law of sin which is in my members- ( th e na t u m / m a n ,

tho soro heel ) ."

Again, that the inward man is the rPnewed mind, or the

begottPn life, we infer from Col. iu. 1 0 , where Paul says

that thPy "have put on the new man which i s l'fll Ciccd in

knowledge a fter the image of him that created him "

_-\nd

this harmonizes with what John said to those who came to h i m

P ,fntt. iii. 2 . ) suying : "Repent ye [ change or h.tve a n o t hPr

mind] for the kingdom of hPavcn i� at hand." The royal

h e i r was then prese11 t though ttn knotcn .

We wish to hring before the m i nd� of thosp who read tltis,

the thought that through tlH' i n fi n i t P wisdo m a n d l o t' &lt;' of t h e

Pver blessPd God, only the a n i m a l n a t u re of m a n ( .ca l led t h e

heel ) will be overcome and fall into t h e h a n d - o f t h e Plll'llll

for a time/ that the superior p a rt, the h fe . t l w seed, ( hid

with Christ in God ) shall psea pe. a nd "' &lt;'n f,ll a sore h a l
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tht&gt;re 18 an excellent preparation.

Doubtless the splendid

dL'wry of this wonderful pair excited the cupidity of the enemy,

and he thought, that if this marvel of creation, with the

power of transmitting its life and qualities, could be smug·

glt'd into h i s kingdom, a powerful ally would be gained.

That Satan knew that man would d i e, is, to our mind ex

tremt&gt;ly doubtful ; he had God's word for it, the same as

they had. but d 1 sbelieved God's word, just as all Satan's chil

&lt;lren do

He had never seen one die and di�believed in death

a ltogether and accordingly said : "Ye shall not surely die,

for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, your

eyes sha l l be opened and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and

&lt;'VII." Though the latter was tJ Ue ( Gen. iii. 22, ) yet they all

�oon k n ew that the former was false. And yet the enemy

still constJ a ins people to believe a nd t('ach that they are im

mor t a l . and that he will get th(' most of them and hold

tlLHlllnwn of the most cruel sort over them eternally. But

"thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through our

Lor d Jesus Christ ! " Satan was foiled and man was to die.

\\"h at 1

Thank God that man was to die ? Yes, "the min

�t1 ation of tl('ath written and engraven in stones was glor·

wus." 2 Cor. i i i . 7 .

T h e c-ondemnation was glorious because through its execu

t w n infinite wisdom and love were seen providing a penalty,

from whi eh eternal life could be extracted ; that out from

the dying race the one should come, who would destroy the

deccn er. Then and there the mandate went forth, and in1- t ea d of man becom ing an imnwrtal ally of the deceivers,

the truth of the words "du"t thou art and unto dust shalt

thou r('turn," and "I will put enmtty between thee and the

woman, and between thy seed and her seed," took immediate

clfect, and the first death soon after, showed that the enemy

o n ly had hold of t h e heel--the natural man.

A warfare of six thousand years has not lessened the en

m ity, but yet the malice and art of the enemy have not been

a ole to rt&gt;ach higher than the heel of "the seed." Thank God !

\Yhat he evidently expected to gai n ( and what orthodoxy

teaches that he did gain, viz : an immortal race, ) dissolved in

h i s grasp.

"Li ft your glad voices in triumph on high ;

The plan was complete and man was to die."

But-"Through death he shall escape from death,

And life eternal gain."

Let us notice here a mark('d d ifference in humanity ; a

'

r·la�::. with a sore head an d a cla�s with a sore heel ( We speak

soberly ) . \Ye say a marked difference in humanity j the latter

r I a-,-. are not reckoned in the flesh, because they have crucified

t h e tlt-..,h, and the renewPd mind, inner man, wars with it, and

'-:t.Y" with Paul, ( Col ., ii. : 20 ) "I [the natural man] am cruci1it·d '' ith Christ, neverth f'h•"s I [ the inner man] l ive, yet not I

hut Clll i »t [ the divine n n t11 1 e l liveth in me," ( in the renewP-d

mwd)



·



We understand the sore or bruised heel to represent the

p h ysica l r·ondition of C h r i st and his &lt;'hurch, both as i ndividuals,

a n d a eollective body. He humbled himself unto death, even

t h&lt;' d r ath of the cross, that he mi gh t open a new and living

way whereby these captive� C"oul d be set at liberty. And those

who h u H made, and will make a covenant with him by sacrifire. i. e. who are will in�r to �ulfer with him, and "fill up that

which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in their flesh

( hee1 ) for his body's sake, which is the churC'h," shall also

be glorified together with him and have the e),.alted privilege

of helping to lift up a fallen world in the "ages to come," and

thus �how t1JP "exceeding riches of his grar·e in h i s kindnes�

toward u�."

The sore or bruised head we understand to represent the

"llp('rior or thinking part, the mind, and by metonymy, thl'

whole being.

Satan i'l the corruptor of the human race,

and those whom he eorrupts are called his c·hildren ( John,

viii. : 44, ) and are inJured in the head, ( Ver. 43 ) . "Why do ye

not understond my speech ? Even because ye cannot hear my

word." The�c are the ones spoken of ( Ver. lli ) as "thy seed"

and who are to be at enmity with the se('d of the woman,

( Christ and those who are his, who are said ( I Peter, i. : 23, )

to be "born ( begotten ) not of corntptible seed but of incorruptible, by the worrl of God, whiC'h liveth and abideth

for ever."

This bruise upon the head is corrupt and smells of mortality, and such a henri ( mmd ) i� lia ble to �in "against the

holy ghost, ( reject light wh!'n thrv see it 9 1 and is in "danger

of eternal damnation" ( age·Ja.,ting eond&lt;'m nation ) whether

he lives in "this wor!rl or tlJt• world ( age ) to r·ome." ( Mark

iii. : 29 ) . But this in.] nry to "the sPed of the woman" is not

corrupt above the heel ( the phy.,ieal nature ) and it, (head

and body ) when compl&lt;'te, will have put off mortality and will
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have life in itself; for ( Rom. ii. : 7 , ) to them "who by patient

continuance in well-doing seek for glory and honor and im

mortality, eternal life" shall be given. But this injury to

the heel is an affliction to the renewed mind, and such, like

Paul, "find a law in their members warring against the law of

their mind, and bringing them into captivity to the law of

sin which is in their members," and cry out with him, ( Rom.

vii. :-24-25. ) "Who shall deliver me from this body of death'"

Answer-"Jesus Christ our Lord," thank God. So then, with

the mind, I myself serve the law of God ; but with the flesh

[sore heel] the law of sin."

( Chap. viii. : l . )

"There is,

therefore, now, no condemnation to them which are i n Christ

Jesus ; " ( "renewed in the spirit of their mind, " ( E,ph. iv. : 2·3, )

who walk not after ( down toward ) the flesh, but after ( accord

ing to ) the spirit."

Great as the annoyance and distress is to have a sore

heel, it is infinitely better than to have a sore head j and the

thought that we are so soon to be made perfect should inspire

us with patience to bear with fortitude the pain and vexa

"For we which

tion attending it, ( 2 Cor. iv. 1 1 , 1 6, 1 7 , 18. )

live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the

life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh

. . . . for which cause we faint not ; but though our out

ward man perish, ( individual and collective physwa l ) yet the

inward ma n ( mind-Eph. iv. : 23, ) is renewed day by day. For

our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh out for

us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while

we look not at the things which are seen, for the things which

are seen are temporal; but the things which are no t seen are

eternal."

We would here recommend the remedy to which we have

already referred, which is excellent ; we have never known

it to fail to relieve a limping disciple ; it is referred to in

Eph. vi. : 1 5 ; and is called "the preparation of the gospel of

peace." We have tried it and can "speak that we do know

and testify that we have seen." We can remember the time

when our heel was so sensitive that certain stghts and sounds

eensibly affected it ; we have known instaiH'es where the

sight of money caused some to limp badly ; we call to mind

one notable ease where the sight or mention of "thirty pieces

of silver" caused one to stumble and fall "headlong." This is

one of the worst eases of bruised heel we ever knew, and should

think it was the head ( for as we said that involves the

whole being ) if it were not for the statement made in Matt.

i . : 8 ; from this we infer that it was a desperate case of sore

heel. Another one, a.t sight of danger, falsified and swore, and

&lt;tfterward at the sound of cock-crowi ng "wept bitterly."

We have seen some stumble at sight of show-bills and at

sound of musi c ; and we have known some to stumble at sight

of others stumbling ; this is not unfrequently the case. We

have known some to stumble and fall at the sight and smell of

whisky ; and strange as it may seem, we have known many

who limped so badly that they would stumble over a cigar

or a small bit of tobacco ; and we have known cases quite

numerous where even a feather or a little shining object like

a pearl or a diamond were hard to step over.

But this preparation if faithfully used will rure all this

and enable one to walk firmly and upright, though there

may be a sli"ght twi"nge 1• 11 the 1,=1

occa

But the

·

�

�

. s 1· (&gt;nally

bruise upon the head is terrible, much worse than that upon

the heel, though some of its manifestations are similar, for

instance:

We have been credibly informed of cases which

were excited to the highest pitch at the sound of the word

office, who were totally deaf to the words "Christ crucified,"

and very many who could distinctly hear the little word

self at any time, but if you were to add the word denia l to it

they could not distinguish the sound.

One of the terrible phases of bruised head, is, that those

thus afflicted will believe that nothing ails them, and conse

quently wi11 have nothing done for them, while the sore

heel class know full well what the trouble is and continually

try to get better, and look forward hopef11lly to the time when

tlley shall be well.

Light and heat, are the first requisites for a sore head,

but it is very difficult to get such to come to the light. John

iii. 19-20. There are many dark places now into which they

r�an get away from the light, but the light-bearer is at hand,

and though they shall call for the rocks and mountains to

eover them that they may remain in the dark, yet the light

will shine ( Isaiah xl. 5. ) "and the glory of the Lord shall be

revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of

the Lord hath spoken it."

One word more to our dear brethren of the bruised heel

( we all limp at times ) . This preparation is not only a protection, like a shoe, but it is an emollient if rightly used ; we
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find that pouring ( or having poured ) into it the "spirit of

truth" is a great i mprovement, we have known of its being

used without the spirit of truth and it became dry and hard.

For the benefit of those who would like to get it, we would say

that they will find explicit directions in Luke xi. 1 3 . It has

an invigorating influence upon one, see John vi. 63.

We need, dear brethren to be well shod, and have on the



TO WER
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whole armor of God, for there is something worse than flesh

and blood to contend with. Eph. vi. 1 2 . May the Lord enable

us, "having done all to stand," for the restored and perfected

body of which Christ is the head, shall soon rest its crush

ing weight upon the head of the monster and triumphantly ex

claim, "thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through

J. C. S.

our Lord Jesus Christ."



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

RussELL-! have read carefully your articles in

recent papers, touching the distinction between our human

nature to which we become dead, and the divine nature to

which we art&gt; begotten, and hope soon to be born into its

perfection. But I inquire : Is there not to some extent a

vein of truth in tho claim made by some, that before we reach

the divine nature and image we must be perfected on the

natural plane, as human beings ? In other words, while we

see that to the gospel church alone, of all human beings, is given

the "high calling," or promise of the spiritual nature, and the

balance of mankind are to be merely restored to perfection as

me�natural, earthly beings, is there not a sense in which the

church share this restitution as well as the inheritance of spirit

ual things ? And does it not seem that we must first come

to the condition in which we can keep perfectly God's perfect

law, which cannot be kept except by perfect beings ?

ANs. 'l'o your first question we reply. Yes, we think

there is a vein of truth in the claim that all mankind must

be restored to perfection of the human nature before the divine

nature is attainable. But as there is a difference between the

final attainment of believers-the divine nature--and the

final attainment of the world in general--restitution to the

perfection, etc., of humanity, so there is a difference too in the

way in which the church and world partake of restitution.

"Jesus Christ by the grace of God tasted death for every

man"-thus redeeming every man from sin and its con

sequences ; and because of this purchase or ransom, aU men

must go free from sin and all its results ; and it is for this

reason, there is to be a restitution.

The restoring of mankind in general will be of the most

literal kind ; they will during the Millennia! age, come again

to perfection of body and mind, so that no longer will they

be "prone to sin as the sparks to fly upward" but again at one

with God. Having come to know good in contrast with evil,

their restored powers will lead them to take pleasure in doing

good and living in harmony with God. This will be to them,

the full completion of the great work of at-one-ment, bring

ing into full harmony God and his creature, man, who has been

out of harmony ever since sin entered the world. Thus we see

that the effect of restitution to the world, will be the bringing

of them again to a condition, where they will have full fel·

lowship and communion with God, and be able to do those

things which are well pleasing in his sight.

But now notice, that all these blessings of restoration to

God's favor, etc., which are to come to the world in the

next age are possessed by believers now-in the Gospel age.

Restitution to God's favor, etc., comes to believers by faith

now. It comes to us, not actually as it will to the world. In

stead of having a mental and physical restitution, we are

justified or reckoned of God as though we were actually per

fect, and instead of exacting of us perfection of thought,

word and act, our best efforts in these directions are accepted

of God as being perfect. In a word, as our sins were laid upon

Jesus, so his righteousness is laid upon us. As he who knew

no sin was reckoned and dealt with as a sinner, bearing the

penalty of our sins-death-"in his own body on the tree," so

we who were siuners are reckoned righteous and dealt with

as such. He bore our sins ; we bear his righteousness. As when

he took our place and was treated as the sinner, the Father's

face was withdrawn and in his dying anguish he cried, "My

God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me," so we who are

justified, come into t.1e light of God's countenance and are

no more reckoned sinners, but saints ; no more aliens, but

sons ; "and because we are sons, he hath sent forth his Spirit

into our hearts, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." Jesus cried

as a sinner ; we cry as sons.

But this condition of reckoned righteousness-justification

-is only of believers, and is entered into only by faith, and

cannot be obtained by works "to him that believeth on him

that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteous

ness

Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven and

whose sins are covered." Rom. iv. 5-9. This righteousness

or justification comes "upon all them that believe," "there

for we conclude that a man is justified by faith." ( Rom. iii.

1 9 -28. ) This is our restitution, thus we who were aliens and

afar off are made nigh to God by the blood of the crossBRo.
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restored to his favor, as Adam was before sin. And it i6

our high joy that our standing in God's sight is no longer

as sinners, but as sons in Christ "not having on our own

righteousness . . . . but that which is through the faith of

Christ." ( Phil. iii. 9. ) And if God reckons us justified and

sinless, we should so reckon ourselves.

Our harmony with God comes because of justification

"Being justified ( by faith ) we have peace with God." This

same result will be reached in the next age by mankind in

general : Being restored fully, they will have "peace with God."

This same result will be reached in the next age by man

kind in general :

Being restored fully, they will have

"peace with God." We are apt, however to under-value our

justification-our righteousness ( ours because given to us by

our head Jesus ) God however puts a high value on it, reckon s

us-"whiter than snow," pure as he whose righteousness we

bear-if we abide in him. Paul valued it properly when he

said : "Who is he that condemneth [us] ? It is Christ that

died. . . . . Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's

elect ? It is God that justifieth." Rom. viii. 33. There is no

appeal from this : The Judge of the Supreme Court of heaven

says that we are j ustified freely from all things.

We have already given our views of why, and now repeat :

that restitution to perfection of the human nature ( which is

something grand and glorious, and inferior only when com

pared with the high exaltation of the church to the divine

plane of spiritual perfection ) is the full fruition of all prom

ises held out for the world in the Bible ; but "God ( has )

provided some better thing for us, that they without us should

not be made perfect," ( restored-Reb. xi. 40 ) .

Therefore

because God has a "better thing" for us-our high calling to

joint-heirship with Jesus Christ our Lord, he has found

it necessary to gi ve us a schooling and discipline in the school

of faith, and calls us out from the world while evil is allowed

to triumph in order that, as his sons, we may be trained to

ourcome evil. He calls us out from the world that we should

"walk by faith and not by sight."

These lives are justified then given to us that we may have

something to offer. As our Leader ( Jesus ) was the just one

and gave his life a sacrifice, so when we come to realize

that we are justified we esteem it a privilege to "present our

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, our reasonable

service." It is acceptable because it is holy ; it is holy be

cause it is j ustified ; it is j ustified because Christ died.

To your second question I reply : It certainly is true, as you

say, that none but perfect beings can keep God's perfect

law, and I will go further and add that none but perfect

beings are acceptable with God. And when God's plans are

all accomplished there will be nothing i mperfect-all things

will either be brought to perfection or destroyed.

But as we have just proved we are perfect beings, being

justified by Christ Jesus and therefore are acceptable with

God by Jesus Christ. And though "by the deeds of the law

shall RO flesh be justified in his sight." we, being justified not

by the deeds of the law but by faith, can "do those things

which are well pleasing in his sight." ( 1 John, iii. : 2 1 ) . And

"the righteousness of the law [ love] is fulfilled in us who walk

not after the flesh but after the spirit." ( Rom. viii. : 4, ) i. e. :

We are reckoned as having kept the law perfectly while we

walk after the Spirit-use our endeavors to follow the leadings

of our new nature.

In conclusion let me say : If we receive our share of res

titution n.ow, and present our justified lives a sacrifice accept

able to God, we need look for no second restitution, nor can I

think that any Christian who realizes his perfect standing in

Christ, and the begetting of the Spirit to newness of life

( the perfect spiritual ) has imy desire for the restoration of the

old ( human ) nature which he has crucified, but rather for the

new-divine nature--into which we so soon hope to come, wht&gt;n

we shall be like him and see him as he is.

If only perfect beings can keep the law of God perfedly

does it not prove that Jesus was more perfect than his hu

man nature was spotless from the imperfections of the rat'P

whose likeness he took ? \Ve think so. How then, sa v soml',

Jesus was as imperfect physically, etc., as any inemht&gt;t

of the fallen human race-- "on the lowest 1 ound oi t hP



[ 193]












        

  


      Download w E 18810200

        


        w_E_18810200.pdf (PDF, 6.69 MB)

        

        Download PDF


        

    


  




        
  Share this file on social networks

  

  

  
    
      
    
     
  
    
      
    
     
  
    
      
    
     
  
    
      
    
  
  







        
  
  Link to this page

  


  Permanent link

    Use the permanent link to the download page to share your document on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, or directly with a contact by e-Mail, Messenger, Whatsapp, Line..


  
  
  Copy link
  

  

  
      


      Short link

      Use the short link to share your document on Twitter or by text message (SMS)


      
        
          
          Copy link
        

      
      

  


  HTML Code

    Copy the following HTML code to share your document on a Website or Blog


  
  
    PDF Document w E 18810200.pdf
    Copy code
  

  
  



  QR Code to this page

    

      

      


      
  

  
  




This file has been shared publicly by a user of PDF Archive.

Document ID: 0000634358.

 Report illicit content





      

    

  













  
  
    
      
        
          
        

        
          2023 · 
          Legal notice · 
          Terms of use

          Privacy policy / GDPR ·

          Privacy settings ·

          Contact
          

          Report illicit content · 
          FR · 
          EN
        

      

    

  





















    