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A MISAPPREHENSION

I n !&gt;nr l a st pn lwr we l1ad an article headed, "1,000 Preach

ers Wanted.'' which brought many good responses and we

trust started some into the Vineyard who had been anxiously

looking for �ome way in which they could gi ve their time to

teaclnng and preaching from house to house ; making known

to their fellow Christians "The good word of God," the

gospel of whiCh Paul was not ashamed. This was the mean

ing we wished to convey : if there are others such, we will

be glad to hear from them and we continue to suck the same

offer.



But some seem to have misapprehended us and thought

we wanted everybody-regular canvassers and book agents,

and called the attention of their friends to it as a nice chMI.ce

to o btain some employment, etc. This is a misapprehension

of our proposition. We want laborers ( and so does the Lord )

who will be working for ht!avenly wages, rather than for the

price of a paper or book, be that ever so needful. No, we

want those only who can explain the paper and book and

plan, who as they go will preach, saying : "The kingdom of

heaven is at hand, repent ye." ( Matt. iii. 2 ) .



TRACT SUPPLEMENT No. 5

"THE NARROW WAY TO LIFE"

inheritance in the Saints ; and what is the exceeding great·

ness of his power to us." Eph. i. 17.

We have quantities of this tract, and will try to supply all

your demands. Order all you can use, and use all that you order.

Tracts 6 and 7 are not yet published, but will be out soon.

We publish very large editions of Tracts 1, 2, 3, and 4,

but not enough for the demand. The supply is about ex

hausted. We are having them prepared again however, and

next time will issue them all together with some additional

matter under one cover. But we cannot expect this before

July or August.



Th1s tract we hope will be acceptable to you all. We

hope that its general distribution will be productive of good

results and that i t may be used of the Lord as an eye salve

to many to enable them to see "the exceeding riches of His

grace in His loving kindness towards us."

And for you, brethren, we pray that the viewing of the

11a1T01V way to life, may bless you, and that "The Father of

Glory may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelatwn m the knowledge of him ( that ) the eyes of your understandmg being enlightened ; ye may know, what is the hope

of l1i s calling ; and what the riches of the glory of His
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HE ON THE HOUSETOP

"In the day that the Son of man is revealed ; in that day, he which shall be on the housetop and his stuff in the house, let him

not come down to take it away ; and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. Remember Lot's wife. Whosoever

shall seek to save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it." Luke xvii, 30-33.

The description is relative to matters due to take pla(•e

The six preceding verses explain

after the Lord has come.

how he w�ll be present in his days as the lightning-invisible

its p1·esence recognized only by the thunder and the flashes of

light which come from it.

Present while mankind will be

eating, drinking, planting and building ; present, but unrecog n ized j but not long will it be so ; his presence will soon be

made known ; he will be revealed in this day so that all shall

recognize his presence and power.

First to recognize him will be the "little flock" soon to be

m a rl e h i '&gt; Bride, otherwise called his friends, from whom he

hides no good thing, but reveals to them al l things and shows

them not only things present but also "things to come."

These will know first the blessed nE'ws of the presence of the

heavenly Bridegroom ; then by-and·by as the judgments be ·

gin to come, fiff;t on the nominal church and then on the

world, all men " il l come to know of his presence, for He

shall be "revealed in flaming fire." ( Great and notable

We find from our lamp-God's word-that the

judgments. )

Bridegroom has come, is now present, consequently the 1·evealing of his presence has commPnced ; it is revealed to us through

the ''sure word of prophecy" and we do not wait to see in

the light of flaming j udgments.

Seeing, then, that we are

living in the day of revealing, it is due time that we should

unrlerstand our text which treats of matters due to transpire

here and now ; let us therefore give heed to our text and obey

its teachin gs.

[ Read it again . ]

We first inquire what house is referred to, and find that

There is sense in which only

the nominal church is meant.

the overcomers arc spoken of as the house-" Christ Jesus

son over his own house, whose house are we if we hold fa s t "

etc.

Again the Jewish Church and the entire nominal church

of wheat and tares are called houses, and we read that Jesus

shall be for "a stone of stumbling and rock of offence to both

O.e house' of Israel." Isa. viii. 14.

Thi&lt;; is the house referred to in our text-the nominal

Go�pel house-which we ehewhere read is to stumble. They

m the house are the members of the nominal household ; they

on the hou'letop represent those nearest heaven-the most devoterl and con&lt;;errated one'&gt;-th e jewels which the Lord says

he will !l a th er ; "the stuff in the house" represents the individual interests centcrerl in the organizations, such as honrlr,

respect, family ties, friendsh1ps ; these are valuables indeed ;

we a l l love these things, but the Lord says that in this day,

as soon a� we discern hi'&gt; presence we must flee and escape

from the house-the hou�e is stumbl ing and about to fall. A

tr,rrible gale is coming on ; we know it is ju�t at hand, for we

E f! e t he flaehes from the rlark clouds of trouble whieh indir� te the presence of him who is as the lightning.

,



It is the same message which is put in other words in

Rev. xviii. 2. "Babylon is fallen ; come out of her, my people,

that ye he not partakers of her sins and recetve not of her

plagues." But how loath are the inmates to leave their

old and comfortable home ; they will not believe that their

house can fall-these will not obey the voice ; they will be

buried in the ruins.

"Woe unto them that are at ease in

Zion."

But there is another class which cries and laments for

Zion's transgressions, who a.re not at ease. Some of these

housetop saints hear and believe the call, but some stay and

try to prop up the shaking house and hope against hope ;

some of them take the alarm and attempt to escape, but lov·

ing their stuff ( goods ) seek to take it with thE'm ; this in·

volves delay, and is dangerous.

It is this danger our Lord

warns us against, saying : "Let him not go down to take it

And let him that is in the field likewise not return

away.

Those who have got out of the house and are flee

back."

ing from the coming storm let them not think it a false a larm

and return, for the destruction of the house ( nominal rhurch 1

lingers only until such sheep as hear the shepherd's votce,

"Come out of her, my people," and are obedient, shall have

had opportunity to escape ; then will come the crash and fall.

Now mark the illustration given : "Remember Lot's wife."

In the days of Lot they of Sodom ate, drank, etc., as nsu:�.l,

but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained

fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. We

all recall the story, how Lot was called out of Sodom before

sunrise ; how he endeavored to get his relatives, who were

wedded to Sodomites, to flee with him ; how his words seemed

to them like idle tales ; how even Lot and his family were so

tedious that the angels laid hold of their hands and urged

them out.

They had hardly escaped when the destruction

came upon the city.

So here God pronounces certain judg

menta upon the world and on a worldly church.

He tells his

"friends" ( represented by Abraham ) , who live separate from

the world-from under the influence of Sodom, of what is com

ing upon Sodom, and delivers the class who have become al

most overcharged with the cares of this life-if they will hear

his voice, obey and come out into separateness of life.

But Jesus called special attention to Lot's wife, who, when

on her way out, began to remember her goods, and slacked

he r pace for a moment to sorrowfully look back.

Let us see

the application of this to those who are now called in this

day of the revealing of the present Lord to come out from the

Gospel "house." He that loveth houses, or lands, or repu

tation, or relatives, or friends, more than the Bridegroom is

not worthy to be of his Bride; let him stay with his stuff,

and they will ; but let each one who has consecrated a.ll to
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the Lord remember that he hab nothing of his own, and let him

leave all and obey the voice, "Come out of her."

Here the test seems to be entire consecrationj every in

terest of life and comfort draws and binds you to remain

in the now condemned house. We understand that the

nominal church was given up in 1878, the exact parallel of

time to the giving up of the Jewish house when Jesus said

to them :

"Your house is left unto you desolate," as he now

says to this house : "Because thou art neither cold nor hot,

1 will spew thee out of my mouth j''-my word of truth and

We be

knowledge will no longer be uttered through you.

lieve also, as previously shown that there are three and one

half years of favor to those in the house, during which the
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Lord is revealing his presence to the saints and calling on

them to come out-that this three and one half years of

individual favor ends with October of this year, and by that

time the voice of the Bride " ill be heard no more 1 n t !J ,.

Babylon ( confusion ) house.

Hence we would urge, Flee out

of Sodom ; "flee out of Babylon ; " stay not in all the plain

leave the stuff-sacrifice it in obedience to the Lord's word.

Yes, it will test you sorely-"every man's work shall be

tried so as by fire."

He that loveth his life ( honor reputa

tion, friends, etc., ) shall lose it, and he that sacrifices all

these elements of the human nature, shall find that which

God hath promised to the overcomers, viz :

ThP crown of

lif!T-immortality.



ONE SHALL BE TAKEN AND ANOTHER LEFT



Continuing the above discourse on the things due during

the day of the revelation of his presence, Jesus says : "I tell

you in that night ( before the day has dawned yet a part of

that day ) there will be two in a bed ; one will be taken and

the other left. Two will be grinding together ; the one will

be taken and the other left." [ Diaglott.]

A bed is a place in which to rest ; it is here used, we be

lieve, to represent the resting place of the church-the belief

or creed.

The same bed is here referred to as that mention

ed last month described in Isa. xxviii. 20. The prophet is

speaking of the stumbling of the church ( v. 1 3 ) and of the

flood of trouble coming upon them ( v. 18 ) , and says ( see

margin ) :

"When the overflowing scourge shall pass through,

then ye shall be trodden down by it ; from the time that it

goeth forth it shall take you ( The trouble will commence with

the church ) ; for morning by morning shall it pass over, by

day and by night ( increasing like a flood of waters ) ; and it

shall be a vexation only until he shall make you to under

stand doctrine. [The church has largely substituted doctrines

of men for those of God, and they will be vexed and perplex

ed by the spread of Infidelity, etc., until they come to under

Then their perplexity and trou

stand God's word and plan.

ble will be at an end, for they will see that the whole plan is

working out gloriously to the praise of God and the good of

his creatures.] For ( the vexation is because ) the bed

( creeds-belief ) is shorter than that a man can stretch him

self on it." The creeds cramp any who have any degree

of development. When we were babes we could rest in them.

but by reason of growth in grace and knowledge some are

coming to find themselves in a very uncomfortable plac&amp;-no

rest there now ; it will be quite a relief to get out of such a

bed.



It is from this short bed that some will be taken in the

day when the Son of man is present turning the light of truth

upon error, and bringing to light all the hidden things of dark

ness.

During this time before the sore vexation of the fall

ing house comes ; some will awaken and get out of such a

short, uncomfortable man-made bed, into the liberty where

with Christ hath made them free, and some will be left ; some

will be so short that they will feel no inconvenience, and

others so sleepy and drowsy as to not notice the matter, and

will so remain until the Gospel house, beds and all, become



a mass of ruins ; then these will "come out of great tribula·

tion."

"Two will be grinding together."

Grinding is the pre·

paring of food for the household-this, then, seems to refer

specially to the teachers in the church ; some of these will be

taken and some left.

The disciples inquired where they would be taken to, and

Jesus answered : "Where the body is there will the eagles

be assembled."

The ones taken from the bed and from grind

ing are likened to eagles ; they live high up above the world,

in the mountains, far-seeing ; having eyes adapted to looking

at the light ( How they represent the intelligently earnest

Christians) .

What causes the assembling together of the

eagles from various quarters ?

It is hunger, and because

they see the prey-the food-a long way off-the food at

tracts them ; they come to eat the carcass-the food.

Now look at the wonderful figures Jesus has given us.

First, he will be present invisibly, as the lightning, and men

will eat, drink, and know not in the days of the Son of Man ;

second, in this day all that are on the housetop should escape

before the storm destroys the house ( nominal church ) and in

jures many in it ; third, in the night, before the day has fully

come, some, both of grinders and of those not at ease in the

short bed will escape ; fourth, these thus attracted away, will

be like eagles ; fifth, the thing which talces them away is a

desire for food ; sixth, such as thus seek food find it and meet

the others similarly hungry and feed together.

How true this picture is ; the church has more preaching

and teaching and forms than it ever had, yet no food is found

by the "eagle class"-the eagles are hungry, and it is their

hunger which takes them away, and every such hungry one

thus separated, the Lord will feed, and as they come to feed

they find others of "like precious faith" and character, who

have forsaken all for truth-the food.

Thus the "gathering" of the ripe wheat-of the jewels

of the eagles is now in progress, and bye and bye these will be

glorified with their head--Jesus-changed in a moment, in the

twinkling of an eye from human and mortal conditions, to

spiritual and Incorruptible.

Let us say in the words address·

ed to Lot ; "Escape for thy life, look not hehind thee, neither

stay thou in all the plain ; escape to the mountain lest thou

be consumed."-Gen. xix. 12·17.



FLEE BEFORE WINTER



The above subject ( Luke 1 7 : 31 ) is found with other con

nections in Matt. 24. 17-21, viz : "Let him which is on the

housetop not come down to take anything out of his house

. . . . . . . . and woe unto them that are with child and to them

that give suck in those days ! But pray ye that your flight

be not in the winter ( neither on the Sabbath day) for then

shall be great tribulation such as was not since the begin

ning of the world to this tim e ! no, nor ever shall be."

This hafl been very generally applied as having its fulfill

ment with the Jews, after their house was given up and at

1ts destruction, which followed the end of its seven years of

favor. \Ve believe that they did have a fulfillment there, but

that they apply to the end of this age especially-in fact as

we have seen, everything which occurred to them during their

harvest was a shadow of what occurs now during this harvest.

To the Jew, it was literally fulfilled ; they fled from lit�ral

Zion, left literal housetops, fields, beds and mills, and Jo

sephus tells us that mothers ate their own offspring in those

days.



But we are looking for the substance there shadowed ; we

have found the meaning of the "bed" and of the "grinding

mills" and of the "bouse-top," and now let us see who in Zion

are they that givP suck and are with child in these days. We

suggest that Paul and Peter and Isaiah tell us who the chil

dren are. \Vritten to new converts, we read "As new-born



babes, desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow

thereby." ( I Pet. li. 2. ) Again, written to those who made

slow progress in divine grace and knowledge, we read : "I

have fed you with milk and not with meat-even as unto

babes" ( I Cor. ii. 2 ) , 'for when for the time ?e ought to lw

teachers [suck givers] ye have need that one teach you again,

which be the first prin ciples [milk] of the oracles of God ;

and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong

meat. For every one that useth milk [ first principles 011ly ]

is unskillful in the word of righteousness : for he is a babe.

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age [ m en

-it is when grown to this full age and size of manho0d in

Christ, that the bed is found too short-that a m an cannot

stretch himself on it] even those who by reason of use have

their senses exercised." Reb. v. 12.

In lsa. xxviii. 9 we read : "'Vhom shall he teach knowl·

edge ? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine [the

deeper elements of his Word and plan] ? Them that are

weaned from the milk and drawn from the breasts."

The nominal church today is composed largely of those who

give no evidence whatever of being begotten of the Spirit

consequently are not even ( embryo) babes in Christ. and have

neither part nor lot in spiritual things ; and of those who

are spirit-begotten, how few have reached any d('gr('e of g-rowth

-how few are men-nearly all arc babes in Christ. We- love
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babes-new-born babes especially, but we feel disappointed,

and disposed to chide them ( as Paul did ) , when for the time

they ought to be teachers and still have need that one teach

them the first principles. They themselves are much to blame

that they are "unskillful in the Word," for the strength

comes '·by reason of use." We should not confound these babes

with the class referred to as babes by Jesus, unto whom he

says God reveals his plans, hidden from the prudent. There is

a sense in which we always should be babes-in meekness and

simplicity ; we should always be Christ's "little ones." Paul

defines the distinction between the two classes of babes in 1

Cor. xiv. 20.

I f now we have found that nearly all the true Christians

of today ( like the Corinthian church of Paul's day) are babes

not weaned from the milk, but still needing it, who shall we

suppose to be those who give suck in these days ? We answer,

They are the ministers, class leaders, and Bible class teachers

of the church. They almost all boast of giving only first prin

ciples-milk ; and they seek by all means to prevent those in

their charge from wandering off and getting even a morsel of

meat-from hearing anything which would cause their "senses"

to be exercised.

As we progress into the time of the church's trouble,

( Zion's travail ) when truth and error are both attacking her

and causing her pain, until all of God's true children are

delivered out of her-the brunt and severity of anguish will

come mostly upon those that "give suck." They will find ( and

even now are beginning to be alarmed ) that not only will the

babes cease to come into her, but many ( yes, ultimately all )

of those now being fed with milk will be weaned a.nd learn

to eat meat or die of starvation. "It shall be for a vexation

only until He shall make you to understand doctrine"--or to

eat meat. Isa. xxvii. 1 9. margin.

One day is with the Lord as a thousand years. ( 2 Pet. iii.

8. ) The seventh thousand ( or Sabbath-the seventh day is the

"Sabbath" ) commenced in 1873, consequently we are now in

the Sabbath day of our text : Pray ( desire ) that your flight

be not on the Sabbath. The Jewish law placed restrictions

upon the people on the Sabbath, and hindered them from jour

neying as much as they might desire-therefore, if bound by

those laws it hindered flight. How is it now? Is there any

special hindrance to escape from nominal Zion since we en·

tered the seventh day ? We answer, Yes ; those who stood fast

in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and were

not entangled by any yoke of bondage or creed of men, were

in a favored position-those who get weaned now and eat

the strong meat of present truth ( See Matt. xxiv. 45, 46which shows that ''meat in due season" will be given when the

Lord shall have come and is present ) , and hear the Lord's

word, saying : " Come out of her, my people, that ye be not par

takers of her sins and receive not of her plagues." If they

now attempt to obey they will find such laws in force in Zion

as will make it difficult to get out quickly unless those man·

made laws are disregarded.

During the last seven years nominal Zion has sought by

every means to prevent escape from her house; it is easy, very

easy, for almost any sort of creature to gain admittance, but

vile indeed must be the one she casts out ; but be you ever so

faithful a child of God, and attempt to go forth in obedience

to His call, you will find your way wondrously hedged up, and

unless your senses have been exercised-unless God has taught

you knowledge and made you to understand true doctrines,

you will be unable to make your escape. You will first be

fawned upon, told how indispensable are your services.

how much good you are doing, how you would be

throwing away all your Christian infltte'JWe, how you would

lose your social standing, etc. You will also be reminded of

the extent of learning ( worldly wisdom ) of the church and

her mini sters of the comparatively few "peculiar people" who

hold these views, etc. And, unless you have had your spiritual

senses exercised in the Word [not by merely reading, but by
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searching] you will be unable to force your way against these

barriers. Unless possessed of a knowledge of the Word you

will be unable to test their ministers by the evidences of

heavenly wisdom-the understanding of God's Word, as shown

in Isa. xxix. 10-14. You will be unable to prove whether or

not they are the Lord's friends by the tests of John xv. 15.

and xvi. 13. Unless you have laid all on the altar, you ea.n 

not break away from the sooiG l ties and flattering influences ;

but if you have you can say : "We ought to obey God rather

than men." Yes, you must say :

"The dearest idol I have known

Whate'er that idol be,

Help me to tear it from thr, throne,

And worship only Thee. '

And not only say, but do it. You will be severely tested,

for if you have been b lameless before, an example in conduct,

and insi8t on withdrawing, your character will be carefully

examined, and if possibl£' some pretext will be found to let you

down and out-as though you had been expelled.

But we read : "Pray that your flight be not in winter."

How shall we understand this ? We believe that we are now in

the "harvest," that it is composed of two parts, or as shown

in Rev. xiv. 1 4, 1 8, two harvests. The first seven years of

gathering the "first fruits of the wheat" and a succeeding

period of ( 33 years ) harvesting of the "Vine of t he Earth."

The first a time of favor, the latter a "time of trouble such

as was not since there was a nation." It is with reference

to this first ( 7 years) harvest ( which ends we believe in

Oct. this year, ) that we understand all reference and ex

hortation to the Bride or "little flock" stands related : it is

her harvest time and if we rightly interpret the Word all who

will have part in that company and be overcomers will come

out of "Babylon" before this harvest ends. Harvest always

comes in summer and is followed by the destructive frosts of

winter and in the figure used by our Lord we believ£' that

the second harvest or time of trouble stands to the first har

vest soon to end, in the relation of winter. With this thought

see the force of Jesus' words pray ( seek, desire ) that you

may get out before winter-in season to be an overcomer.

We know that some will say : "The harvest is past-the

summer is ended and we are not saved." "Yea, the stork in

the heaven knoweth her appointed times ; and the turtle and

the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming ;

but my people know not the j udgment [dealings] of the Lord.

How do ye say, We are wise and the law of the Lord is with us ?

Lo, certainly in vain made He it. [ They use very little of it]

. . . The wise man is ashamed, they are dismayed and taken :

lo they have rejected the Word of the Lord and what wisdom

is in them ?" ( Jer. viii. 7-9, 19-22. ) No, Zion knows not the

time of her visitation, and soon, when the harvest and sum

mer are ended, it will also be true that the Lord is not in

Zion-there is no king in her, there is no balm in Gilead

no physician there and those then in Zion will have lost the

"especial" salvation, the prize of being made the heavenly

Zion.

This "winter" time coming, is the time of Zion's travail

when the great majority of her children will be brOttg ht forth

but those who will be members of the first-born will come

forth before the travail [and we know not how soon there

after, they will be "changed in a moment in the twinkling of

an eye."]

Thus we read "Before she travailed she brought forth ;

before her pain came she was delivered of a man child [ the

overcomers ] . Who hath heard such a thing ! . . . for as soon

as Zion travailed she brought forth her children" [the great

company.] Isa. lxvi. 7.

In view of these things can you wonder that Jesus says es

cape from the house before wintert The harvest is nearly

over ; the summer will soon be ended, and the winter of

trouble will soon be here-"Come out of her my people."



GOD KNOWS

God knows-not I-the devious way

Wherein my faltering feet must tread,

Before into the light of day

My steps from out this gloom are led.

And since my Lord the path doth see,

What matter if 'tis hid from me ?



God knows-not I-why, when I'd fain

Have walked in pastures green and fair,

The path He pointed me hath lain

Through rocky deserts, bleak and bare.

I blindly trust-since 'tis His will

This way lies safety, that way ill.



God knows-not I-how sweet accord

Shall grow at length from out this clash

Of earthly discords which have jarred

On soul and sense ; I hear the crash,

Yet feel and know that on His ear

Breaks harmony-full, deep and clear.



His perfect plan I nruay not grasp,

Yet I can trust Love Infinite,

And with my feeble fingers clasp

The hand which leads me into light.

My soul upon His errand goesThe end I know not--but God knows.

[ 23 0 ]
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EVIDENCE OF FRIENDSHIP

"Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not servants ; for the servant knoweth not what

his Lord doeth, [his pla.M, etc.) but I have called you friends ; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known

unto you." John xv, 15.



The end of Jesus' earthly ministry was come ; during those

three and a half years he had uttered truths which served to

test his followers, which proved to some causes of stumbling,

to all who were not "Israelites indeed : "-truths which had

brought the opposition of the nominal Jewish church, and

of which even some of his followers, bad said : "This is an

hard saying ; who can hear it t" and walked no more with him.

But now this work of separating was all over. Even Judas had

gone out, and Jesus and the eleven are alone. He bas been

telling them some things regarding their new and high privileges, their new relationship toward God about to be purchased by his death, into the enjoyment of which they should

enter after he should ascend to the Father, and His work as

ransom be recognized as perfect. Then would come the "power

from on high"-the Spirit which would endue them with ability to understand spiritual, or heavenly things.

It may have escaped the attention of some that at this time

the disciples were not begotten of the spirit, though they were

j ustified by faith-jus tifi ed human beings, but not begotten

new creatures, consequently Jesus' teachings contain little reference to the highest things except in arables ; he explained little concerning the "high calling" o the Bride, but said : " I

have yet many: things to say unto r,ou but ye cannot bear them

now. Howbe1t, when he the spint of truth is come, he will

guide you into all truth." How this corroborates Paul's statemE&gt;nt : "The natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit

of God," "neither can he know them because they are spiritually discerned." 1 Cor. ii., 14. Though justified, men, they

must be begotten of the Spirit to comprehend, things above

the human plane.

After telling them of the future unfolding of truth and

of his words he tells them why his revelations are for them,

viz : because he will henceforth treat them as friends and reveal all things to them.

There are two important lessons conveyed in these words

of the Master, as applicable to us as to the eleven Apostles :



f



first, the rule by which He j udges who are His friends-"ye

are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you." If we

submit our wills completely to his will, thus becom mg dea d

to the world and alive toward God-then he reckons us

friends ; second, the rule by which tee may judge whether

be reckons us among this class of special "friends," viz. : If he

reveals his work and plans to us, even all things which he has

heard of the Father.

Now apply these rules to yourself. If you can say, "'Xot

my will but thine be done"-not my plan of savmg the v.orld,

not my plan relative to the preaching of the Gospel-not

my will regarding the nominal church-not my will regard·

ing myself and what I shall do or be-but "Thy will be done"

in all these things, then you are a '"friend" in this special

sense spoken of by Jesus. Now try the other rule, have you

evidence that you are a special frien d ? Is the Spirit leading

you daily into more and more of an understanding of his

words and plan-revealing more and more of the "mystery"

kept hid in former ages, and showmg you " ' t hing� to co me" !

Do you say yes t Very good, then yours is the blessed experi·

ence of heavenly wisdom, which at the same time is a proof

that you are a special "friend." Continue and if possible in·

crease your consecration, and you shall continue to abide in

his love and to have fresh evidences of his friendship by

growth "in grace and in knowledge."

If the Word and plan of God are not opening before you :

[The Spirit often uses human agencies for communicating

truth.) If you are not being led of the Spirit into all truth

if he is not showing you "thing.� to come" ( John xv i . 13. )

then it looks indeed as though you were not of the special

friends, and it should be your first work to gain this divine

friendship by self-surrender-consecration.

All who believe themselves acceptable servants of our :Master should look for and not be satisfied without this witness

of the Spirit that they are Christ's friends.



THE CREDIBILITY OF THE SCRIPTURES

Extracts from an Address Delivered by Dr. J. H. Thomas before the "Liberal League"

published in the Restitution.



[ We have selected these from among other arguments,

thinking they might be of interest to our readers, though probably most of them you are already familiar with.-En.]

If then we believe those things that are accountable by law,

and contrary to our experiences which are the discoveries, and

works of men, why should we discredit those things that are

the work of God, as evidenced by competent and creditable

witnesses t Again I ask in the words of Paul, "Why should

it be thought a thing incredible that God should raise the

dead t"

We believe there was a time when man did not exist. We

know he exists now. What has been, may be again ; therefore,

if man ceases to exist he may exist again, which would not

even be contrary to our experiences. I contend, therefore, that

the Atheist and Infidel, in accordance with their own reasoning are bound to accept the testimony of the apostles that

Jesus rose from the dead, whereby the divinity of the Scriptures is proved : for, if God raised Jesus from the dead he

was divine ; and as he acknowledged the authority of the old

Scriptures, and they testified of him, they are divine.

Having noticed a few of the arguments that might be adduced under this head, I call your attention to the New Testament prediction of an apostacy and its fulfillment as another

reason why I believe the Bible to be the word of God.

If the New Testament prediction be divine authority, there

should be today not only an apostacy from the faith once

delivered to the saints, but there should be a dominant Christianity ( at least so-called ) political, tyrannical and corrupt. As

proof of this we call your attention to the predictions.

Says Paul ( Acts xxi. 28 ) : Take heed to yourselves, and

unto all the flock over which the Holy Spirit hath made you

overseers ; feed the flock o f God, which h e hath purchased with

his own blood ; for I know this, that after my departure shall

grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock ; also

of your own selves, shall men arise and speak preverse things.

Again, writing to Timothy he says : The time will come

when they will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own

lusts shall heap to themselves teachers having itching ears,

and they shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall

b e turned unto fables.

This is a. plain prediction o f a departure from the truth as

proclaimed by Christ and his apostles ; and before the apo�tle&amp;



( an Infidel Society ) , of this City and



had finished their work this departure from the truth, or

apostacy had commenced, and we find Paul writing to the

Galatian believers, saying : "I marvel that ye are so soon re·

moved from him that called you into favor of Christ unto

another gospel ; which is not another, but there be some that

trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ."

We see the predicted apostacy had commenced in Paul':&gt;

day. This was to go on and grow into a political form and be·

come in the world an ecclesiastical system supported by the

sword. This is clearly predicted by Paul. The Thessalonian

believers had become anxious about the return of Christ as

an event about to happen, but Paul writes them, saying : "Let

no man deceive you by any means, for that day shall not come

except there come a. falling away first and that man of sin

be revealed, the son of perdition who opposeth and exalteth

himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped so

that he as God sitteth in the temple of God showing himself

that he is God."

Paul further says : "This wicked one the Lord shall cou·

sume with the breath of his mouth and destroy with the bright·

ness of his coming."

According to these predictions then, there ought to have

been in the past an extensive departure from the faith, a cor·

ruption of Christianity, developing a pretender to dtvine au·

thority, lording it over the kings, and governments of the

earth.

I ask if this prediction has not been fulfilled-realized 111

every particular ! What has been in the past, and what is to·

day the most notable feature of European history ! Is it not

a man at the head of an ecclesiastical system exhibiting him·

self as an obj ect of the highest homage upon earth, and in th e

name of Christ claiming the highest authority, and the right

to lord it over the kings and governments of the earth T

I contend then that the developments of this apostac\·-.t

prominent feature of which is a union of church and state-i:&gt;

an exact fulfillment of Paul's prediction, and is therefore a

good and valid reason why we should believe the Bible to be

the word of God.

What human being unassist�d by dh·ine

inspiration could have predicted 1 800 years ago with sueh ('k . H ·

ness of vision-su&lt;'h accurncy of detail . an apostary su\'h a�

now exists, headed up in Rome and extending nearly, if not

quite, to every inhabited part of the globe, and t&gt;mbracing "' t'ry



[ 231]



( .l \



( .l - 4 )



Z I O N 'S



WA T C H



t .i l:;e "Y"tem of re li gi on-te ach i ng for doctrine the command·

ments oi men. and " luch is fully ascribed in the apocalypse

.\ntl symbuh Lt't! b�· a woman s it t i ng upon a scarlet colored

bt•.\ st, u po n '' ho"c ion •h ea d is written : "Mystery, Babylon the

l� 1 r.1 t .

l'ht• m P t h t' I uf h .u· lots and abominations of the ear t h " ''

This IS ,;� mbohral and expres::.l\'e of all names and d e

Ill'lllllt:l t l t •l l� u t t h e great apostacy, from the church of Rome to

t h ,• l!ll1 " 1 '''1.! l t' l l l C til ns i o n of Protestantism who make void the

t i ut h by t ht&gt; 1 r t nuh t w n s, a n d so fill up the measure of Paul's

pred�t• t w n • . \1 h i l' h i;; e\ idenee that Paul spoke not of himse l f

but a� l h' '-\ as i n � t ru ct ed by the H ol y Spirit.

We t· . t l l your a t t enti on to t he wonderful fulfillment of pro

phct i l' h t st o ry in relatiOn to the Jews, or Jewish natiOn, and

tho:tr J t �unct ructal exi s ten ee at the present time as another

t t•.t,;on whv I believe the Bi bl e to be the word of God.

Th 1 t ,; t a ee of peo pl e with no national organization, no

,·c n t t a l 1 1 cJ lh&gt;\l t'r, b .lm :&lt;h ed from thei r own land, scatte red

among ,. , ery na twn under h e a ve n , d es p is ed, cast out as evil,

down ·tt oddt•ll. wbhed aga i n and agai n of their we alth, �hould

� u l l C "- l � t a � a &lt; 1 1 - t m l't p eo p le b a r e mu rka b l t• thing, unae·

countable from any human standpoint.

A people massa

cred by tens of thousands, yea more, in A. D. 70, 1 ,300,000 per

I sh ed at th e destruction of their city and temple, and 97,000

we1 e carried U\1 ay capt i ve.

Sixty years after, in attempting

to return, h a l f a nullion \\ ere slaughtered.

A. D. 135, the

Emp ero r Adram destroyed 50 castles, 800 cities, and slew

;;:w.ooo. l1 n&lt;h·r K in g John of Engl and l ,fiOO were massacred at

York in one day. Under Ferdinan&lt;l and Isabella 800,000 by a

-; i n g l e d ecree were forced o u t to sea in boatR, ani! the most

of t hem pcn-,hed. And still they live.

Does the h t ::. t ory of the wot ld record another case like it Y

(J,·er 3,000 yea r � ago going down into Egypt a family of 70

J.Wt ::.o n:; and m 4:30 years co mi ng out a great natwn.

They

,,\\\' t he p r ou d Egy pttan perish in the Red i:lea.

They wit

ll t:�&gt;eJ t h e fal l of great Babylon and the rise and fall of the

m t g hty e mp ire o f �ledo-Persia-in the words of another : "They

ou t · hve d the Cte&gt;:&gt;ars and the teuible visitation of the dark

.1ges, and here they !&gt;tand today as distinct as ever ; occupying

uo count! y of the1r own, scattered through all lands ; identi

fied 1 11 t he 1 r llllJUemorial physiognomy, earth's men of destiny,

befo1 e the venerableness of whose pedigree the proudest es

cut .: h con 5 oi mankmd are but trifles of yesterday."

We return to the works of creation ; to the world of liberal

minded, to the Atheist, or Infidel for an explanation. Tell u::�

how it is that such a remarkable race of Jewish people, in

11 h o s e d a y s nations have !wen horn, kmgdom s established, em

p uc s fo rmed , g rea t and magnifiicent c it ies builded, and pa ss ed

a11 ay, h�aviug no sign of the i r glory, and scarcely a relic to

�how t h a t they eve r had an exi�tence ; while this people, perse

L Ute&lt;l, bani�hed from p l ace to pl;.�ce, m assacred, robbed, and

c r uel l y d&lt;·pnved of the i r 11 ealth by almost every government

o n the earth, stil l lh·e a po11erful people, distinct in their

f acta! and r acial pecuhantie s , and still hold the wealth of the

world ?

We read no an::.wer m the Infidel's revelatiou-the works of

natm·e-to such a questiOn, and we con te nd t hat apart fr om

the Btble-apart from a revelation from the Deity no answer

c:an be gi 1·cn.

I f ow d t lf e r ent has be en the course of the other people !

What Enghshman can s ay w i th a cer ta i n ty toda� he is h om

Bi tton. Roman, ba�on or No rman stock ?

B u t fmd the Jew

whEer c you ma y , in Ru��ia, G e r m a n y , Eng land, or our ?Wn

gr e,tt republic " h c t c En g l u , h , l n;;h, G e rm ans and all natiOns

ama l "alllatf' l i ke m et a l s m a f u r n ace , a n d h e is a J e w still

d atn � ll� .\ IJI aham lh t h c t r fat h e r , cl i ngi n g to .Moses, holding

fa;,t t b � t r t ntd it!Oth , looking to w a rd ,lcru,alem, longing for

t b e t r �le�;,wh, a� ,., lwn then fathers trod t he vine-clad hills of

.J uda b ' � Iawl-Y.. a n de t m g ior c&lt;' nturies, 11 e a t y and foot-sore,

t rl c 1 ery l a n d but their o w u ; ;, u r v n ing the greate;,t persecu

ti•JnS e,·cr m f hd1·d u pou n people , �&gt;nfl'ering en ormous and al

rnr,�t i n c redt bl e bu teilt• t y agam and agam for over eighteen

r·&lt;:nturu:�, t h ey h a 1 e I t �en again as a gr eat po w er among man

t. ITJ • I

J l ol d i n l! t h r · l l l l ll l f ' \ po11 cr of Eu rop e, autong the fore

rnrJ,t in science, lit&lt;: I n t U I I', or govern men t. you find the Jew

1 ),!! rwtn·cl of nat r o n� . t h e ;, t a n d i ng miracle of the world's

1, 1 - trJf\', \\ h i c h no human tongue untouched by ;,pirit power, ha:,�

• \ &lt;· r f·, r•n able to e� p l n 1 1 1 a pa 1 t from that hook, the BihiP-

t b a t b&lt;J'Jk fr o m who�e d i n ne ly i n� pir ed pages comes the Rolu

tJr,n r, i tlH: rn v�tcry in t l 1 &lt;· 1\'(Jrd, o f .J .. n• u J u l h , tlw pr o p h et .

" fr·ar tl101� not, () my s e rvant ,Jacob, n e t t her be d i s mayed ,

() h r n c l , fr,r I am w i t h t h ee, saith th e Lord, to save thee ;

thuul!h I mnh a fu l l end of a l l nations, I will not make a full

Pnd ,; f the r: ; but I wi l l corn·rt thee in m eas u r e, and will not

l eave thPe alto�· thcr unpu n i •hcd."

Surr: l v t hr· rr· a n: nonP � o hl mrl as not to Sl'l' a �olntion of the

my - t r, r y �nd tlu: 1 oir e (Jf C , d 1 11 this p roplwt J •· an nouncement :
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"0 Israel be not dismayed, for though I make a full end

of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not

make a full end of thee ; for lo ! the days come, saith the Lord,

that I w1 l l brmg again the captivity of my p eo ple Israel and

Judah, and I will cause them to return to the land that I

gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it ; for lo, I

will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their

captivity, and Jacob ( or Israel ) shall return and be at rest,

and none shall make him afraid."

From this book, the Bible, then, we learn why the Jews

still exist, why they still retain a distinct racial identity,

why they are a power among mankind, why they hold the

wealth of the world ! -because God hath said he will not make

an end of them, but will deliver them from their captivity

and bring them again to their own land, where they shall

have rest.

I contend, then, that the Israelitish people are a living

testimony of the divinity of the Bible-of the spoken word of

God.

Like the bush of Moses�ver burning yet never con

unanswerable refutation of the blasphemou�

sumed-an

sophistry of that class of Atheists who, like Col. R. G. Inger

soll, dare to speak with solemn mockery of the word of God,

and defy Yahweh the Elohim of Israel, who hath said again,

by the same prophet :

"Hear the word of the Lord, 0 ) e nations, and declare it

in the isles afar off : Say, He that ;,cattere&lt;l Israel wrll

gather him, and keep him as a shepherd doth his flock ; for the

Lord hath redeemed Jacob from the hand of him th at wu

�tronger than he.

Behold, I will bring them from the north

country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth.

. . . . I will say to the north give up, and to the south

keep not back ; bring my sons from far, and my d a ughter s f1 om

t he ends of the earth ( Isa. xliii. 6. ) , for I am a f ath er to

Israel and Ephraim is my first-born."

Let me assure you that as certain a s this prophecy has

been fulfilled in the preservation of down-trodden Israel in

all lands, so certa i n \\ i l l it be fulfilled in their restoration

to their own land.

Even now the Jews number 30,000 in

Jerusalem and vicinity, and enry day incn•asmg. I a:;k what

better reason need we give for believing the Bible to be the

word of God T

But no greater reason is the one which follows why I be·

Jieve the Bible to be the word of God. I refer to the p roph ec ies

in general and the wonderful and marvelous accura&lt;'y of their

fulfillment.

How different from the vague, incoherent predictions of tht!

Greek and Roman augurs, and the doubtful, hes ita t ing ut

terances of diviners, soothsayers, psychologists, and false

prophets of all ages.

The latter, speaking from the inspira

tion of nature and an intuition common to an an i m a l C'reatiou

there is no certainty of their predictions coming to pa ss ;

while the prophecies, being accurately fulfilled, compel us to

believe that they spoke as they were moved by the spirit or

inspiration of God.

The prophets, being inspired by Him who knoweth all

things, and who hath said to the world by the prophet

Isaiah :

"I am God, and there is none like me, declaring

the end from the beginning, and from ancient ti m es the t hings

that are not yet done, s�tying, My c o uns el !'h a l l ... tall&lt;!. a n d I

will do all my pleasure."

Their predictions are always fulfilled.

I co nten d that i f

we carefully consider the prophecies and their ful fillment the

evidence of the divinity of the Scriptures is overwhelming.

Take for instance the prophecies concerning the Jews. It

is admitted by Atheists and Infidels that the Jews are an an

cient people, going back at least 3,000 years, that they have

documents which they regard as those of Moses, and hold as

divine.

We turn, then, to Moses and read what is written, and we

find that God informs Moses that after he has brought Israel

into the land, which he swore unto their fathers, that floweth

with milk and honey, and when they shall have eaten and

fi l led themselves and waxed fat, then will they turn unto other

Gods and serve them, and "provoke me, and break my covenant."

And Moses was required to write the words in a book as

a witness against them, and tell the words to the people.

Moses did so, and you will find them in the 3 1 st chapter of

Deuteronomy, and Moses said to the people : "I know that

after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves and turn

aside from the way which I have commanded you, and evil will

befall you in the latter days, because you do evil in the sight

of the Lord, to provoke him to anger through the work of

vour hands."

Then follows a prediction of the evils that should fall upon

them in the latter days of the Mosaic constitution of things

which was then being laid or founded.

Some of the evils

·
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predicted are as follows : "I will scatter you among the

heathen, or nations, and will draw out a sword after you,

and will bring a nation against thee from afar, from the end

of the earth, as the eagle ftieth, a nation whose tongue thou

shalt not understand, a nation of fierce countenance . . . .

and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates until thy high and

fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustedst throughout

all thy land : and thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body,

the flesh of. thy sons and of thy daughters . . . . in the

siege, and in the straitness wherewith thine enemies shall

distress thee."

I ask you to read the history of the passing away of the

Mosaic constitution of things at the destruction of Jerusalem,

and you cannot help being awed by the accuracy of the ful

fillment.

The Roman eagles were planted upon her walls

and in the midst of the siege so great was the distress that

women took their babes from their breasts and roasted them

for food.

Every line and word of the prophecy by Moses was ful

filled with awful reality.

One million three hundred thou·

sand Jews perished and ninety-five thousand were carried

away captive ; and so the Jews were scattered among all na

tions. Jerusalem was laid in the dust, not one stone of their

magnificent temple was left standing upon another, and to-day

Jerusalem continues to be trodden down by the desecrating

footsteps of the Mussulman and Turk.

A marvelous fulfill·

ment of that prophecy of Jesus when he stood and cried :

"These be the days of vengeance that all things that are

written may be fulfilled : for there shall be great distress in

the land, and wrath upon this people, and they shall fall by

the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into

all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen

tiles until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled."

Jerusalem to-day is a standing fulfillment of this proph·

ecy.

Don't tell me this prophecy was written after the event,

for the preponderance of E'vidence is against you.

TherE' is

little if any doubt that this prophecy was written as early

as A. D. 50. But it matters not when it was written, as it

is testified by the apostles that it was s poken by Christ, and

their testimony has never been impeached .

Not only so, but

the prophecy is in course of fulfillment before our eyes, and

speaks for its own divinity ; the Jews are still scattered, Jeru

salem, still trodden down.

Why 1 Because the times of

the Gentiles are not yet fulfilled.

But we turn to other prophecies equally remarkable. Of

the city of Tyre, once the stronghold of the Phenicians, that

!!tood a thirteen-years siege by land and water, and even then

not conquered, it is said :

"Behold ! I am against thee, 0 Tyre I and will cause

many nations to come up against thee : and they shall destroy

the walls of Tyre and break down her towers. I will also

scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a

rock, and it shall be a place for the spreading of nets, for 1

ha.ve spoken it."

History informs us that Alexander scraped the ruins from

the site of the old city.

The Infidel, Volney, states that

it i!! a pl ace where fishermen spread their nets. It is evi

dent, thPn, that the prophecy was the voice of God, and not

man.

Aga i n the prophet says concerning Samaria :

"I will make

Samaria. as an heap of the field and as a planting of a vine

yard, and I will pour down the stones thereof into the val

ley, and I will discover the foundations thereof."

Was this

fulfilled 1

Says Dr. Keith : "The people of the country, in

order to make room for their fields and gardens, have swept.

away the old houses and poured the stones down into the

valley.

The hill i s left like the plantings of a vineyard.
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Every clause of the prophecy has been fulfilled with awful

minuteness."

Do we need a better reason for believing the Bible i&lt;&gt; the

word of God ?

Could a man whose lips were not touched

with the inspiration of Deity have spoken with such unerring

certainty ?

Every man of sense, of culture, of reason, mu-.t

answer "No."

The same is true of the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, GrPcian

and Roman kingdoms. Their rise and fall were accurate

fulfillments of prophecy.

Even the Roman empire to-day, in

its divided state, fills the prophetic vision.

But for a moment we must call your attention to prophecies

that relate to our own times ; and what are th ey ? I a n S\\ er ,

it is declared in the prophecies that "in the la tter days"

mark, it says i n the "latter days"-tho land of I � r a r l &lt;-ha l l

b e ''brought back from the sword," a n d numher� o f thf'

Jews are to return, having been gathered out of the natiom,

and settle in agricultural colonies, dwelling in unwa II eel vil

lages, dwelling safely, without bars or gates. pos&lt;&gt;essmg much

wealth in cattle and goods, under the protPetion of a for

eign power easily recognized as the British power.

That the

Ottoman or Turkish power must pass away.

That it will be

accomplished or brought about by Russia, in conJ unction with

other powers.

That she will be led on with a Yicw t o take

great spoils from the Jews.

That she will plant her stancl

ards at Constantinople and take Egypt.

That she '' i l l be

opposed in her onward march by the British lions, who will

say to her :

"Hast thou come to take a spoi l ?" That it

will result in all the nations of Europe being gathered to

gether in the great battle of Armageddon.

Tli at the armies

of the nations are overthrown, the kingdom of God established

upon the mountains of Israel, the nations subdued, and a reign

of righteousness and peace given to the world.

These are prophecies that relate to our own times. I ask

what of the outlook f

Are they being fulfilled as evidence

that God has spoken 1

Most assuredly they are.

The Jews are slowly but surely turning their wandering

feet toward Jerusalem.

The Anglo-Turkish Convention open

ed the way for their return with a freedom that has never

been granted before. England has thrown her protecting arm

over Asiatic Turkey, which makes the British power, in ful

fillment of the prophecy, the protectorate of the Jews.

When the protectorate was officially announced the Jewish

Chronicle wrote thus : "There has dawned in the East-the

cradle of our race--a light which deepens in effulgence as the

day advances."

The Jewish World wrote : "This opens a great future for

the Jews of the Holy Land."

The result is, numerous schemes are being put forth to

further the return of the Jews and establish them in agri

cultural colonies, which is an accurate fulfillment of the

prophecy.

Of these I may mention the great humanitarian

scheme of the Sir Moses Montefiore Testimonial Fund, the ob

ject o f which, says the Jewish World, is to better the condi

tion of the Jews of Palestine by the introduction of industrial

and agricultural pursuits.

But lately, the Testimonial Fund

Committee advanced £2,600 to a building socidv

' in ,Jerusa

lem, of which societies there are se\·cral.

J mav a l so refpr to

Mr. Oliphant's book which has just appeare d adYocatmg

the formation of a Jewish settlement in the land of G i le a d

Of this work, the Jewish Chronicle writes :

"We are inundated with books and pamphlets on Palestine :

the air is thick with schemes for colonizmg t he H o l y Lanct

once more, but none of the projectors are more ent h u � i a � t i c .

or more practical than Mr. Oliphant."

I ask what is this but the fulfillment of the pwphec-ieq 1,,,_

fore our eyes-the prophecic&lt;&gt; I have just referre&lt;l t&lt;J-an r\ 1

rlence that God has spoken 1



THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS

"Christ suffered . . . . . leaving you



a



copy eo that you may follow in His footsteps."



If we follow in the exact footsteps of another we always

arrive at the same destination, Our text informs us that the

steps in which Jesus trod, and in which he calls upon us to

But why does h e call upon

follow, were steps of suffering.

us to endure suffering ? Because of the great love, wherewith

he hath loved us, and be&lt;'am;e as he prayed ( Jno. xvii. 22-24 \ ,

he would have u s with h i m that w e may behold h i s glory,

and be joint heirs with him to all that glory.

For the joy set before him he endured that suffering, despising the shame.

What was that joy that nerved to such

Paul says because "He was

endurance our suffering Lord !

obedient unto death.

God also hath HIGHLY EXALTED him

and given him a name above every name, etc."

Phil. ii. 9.



1 Pet. ii. 2 1 , Dtag



If he was highly exalted a fter and because of h i " nherheth'&lt;'

to rl Pa th . lw had more glory and honor t ll en than th.1t whi.·h

he had with the Father before the world wa;o.

W n s. he l i n mortal then ?

No. for the Scripture � a i t h t h a t the K i11p ,.,

kings and Lord of lords who. in h i '&lt; t i mc;o . .Tesn;; w i l l �h'''\

to be the blessed n ne) onlv PotentatC', a n d t o wlwm lw w i l l

dl'liver up the kingdom of �ar t h . a ftl'r that he h a " " llh&lt;llll'cl d 1 1

thin�� unto him. thi&lt;&gt; onC'. thf' ·Father, Jehova h , i::' thr n n !y

,,,t.r w h o hath immortality :

( I Tim. vi. l G l -" l i fe in h i m

splf"-independent of any support outsidC' i t �P l f, ,;ulqt&gt;rt t o

no conditions. incorruptible. P-...: h nu"tlrss. u n l i nn t r d . t'tt' rn a l

Xow whrn .Tesus was highly exa l ted hf' berame pa rta krr 0f t h t'

same Divine, immortal nature. for we read "As th P Fatht&gt;r
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that



he



-, l t n u l d h:w,• / 1 1 ( 1 11 h un sr.,f . " ' ,John v. 26.

!"his p n rt a km g of the Divine nature, becoming the Son of

l�o,l. t he · · ,111 ly lwgotten Son" on this divine plane was a



He

p:trt, but ton l v a part of the joy set before our Lord.

was a !so to "i·l•dcem from death and restore to perfection a

�lorwus rnce of beings, once created in the image of God, so

t h at ··cYerY cr e.l ture " hich is in heaven and on earth will

:':ly. Blcs;;;ng, a n d honor, aml glory, and po\ver be unto him

that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever

.md ever."'

0, whnt a j oy thnt will be to his glorious benevolent na·

nne.

llnt that is nut all.

Havmg been found in fashion

,1,; a mnn ( a p e r fe c t man ) he loY&lt;.'d humanity with all the

•lt•\·otion and tendt&gt;rneo;c; of a pe1 feet afl'ection.

And as some

,,f the race come to realize and appreciate his great love and

�o much so as to forsake all and follow him, he longs to

hn ,.e these with him '' here he is that they may behold and

• h n rc his glory.

This joy was also set before him-the

J •'Y of hl ingmg many sons ( other Sons begotten of God ) to

.:lory-to the same Divine plane.

0, what wonder that for

-uch glory, and honor, and blessing, he should bear the cross,

•lesp1smg the shame.

And this same joy-this cxcecdmg and ETERNAL WEIGHT of

�J LORY is set before vou who are called to follow in his foot

·

• t o.:ps.

Kow \\ eigh it if you can ; measure it if you can

the br&lt;.'adth, the length, the heighth, the depth.

Oh, can you ?

Eye hath not �een nor ear heard it, neither hath entered into

the heart of ( the natural ) man the things which God hath

prepared for them that love him.

But he hath revealed

them unto us by hi'! Spirit.

\Ye are called to be joint heirs with Jesus, heirs of im

mortality, partakers of the divine nature, part of the divine

family, far above men and angels. We as the bride of the

La m b are to have a name that is above every name, since we

arc the people for Jus name.

The Bride shall bear her

husband's name, and she shall be like unto his glorious body.

Wherefore holy brethren ( reckoned holy since purchased

from sin and death ) , partakers of the heavenly calling, con·

sider Jesus.

"He \\ a s rich," ( a glorious spiritual being be·

fore the world was ) yet for our sakes he became poor ( trans

ferred his life from a spiritual to a human form, then sacri

ficed that ) that we, through h is poverty, might be made rich

( partakers of his high exaltation ) .

Let us look for his footprints.

We find that his first

step was consecration.

"A body hast thou prepared me ( not

prepared until it had reached its maturity-thirty years, ac·

cording to Jewish hnv ) . Then said I, Lo, I come to do Thy

will, 0 God."

Heb. x. 5, i .

"Not my ( human ) will but

thine be done."

He then symbolized by his burial in, and

rec;urrection from, the water, his entire consecration, his wil

l ingness to be immersed-swallowed up in death-and his faith

in God's power to raise him to a new life.

Have you follow

ed him here ? Immediately after, he was led into the wilder

ness, away from human sympathy, human society, and human

Are you there, or are you clinging to a worldly

pursuit�.

church for sym pathy, society, and worldl�· ambition 7

There

he was tempted and tried in all points ; so must you be. He

'' nc; armed with the s" ord of the Spirit, which is the Word

of God, '' herewith he was able to quench all the fiery darts of

t h e cnemv.

Are you thus armed ?

.

Hio; e ntire con � PPration separflted him from all human

&lt;ympnthy and frien•l�hip.

H e \\ a'! a man, with the same
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natural de!&gt;ires and necessities as other men ; consequently,

when these were all laid on the altar of sacrifice : "He was a

man of sorrows and acquainted with grief."

The purity of

his life and teaching condemned the teaching of the Scribes

and Pharisees, and brought upon him the anathema of the

church of his day.

He was counted a fanatic, an impostor, a

teacher of false doctrine, as one possessed of a devil.

The

religious teachers to whom the people looked for guidance

denounced him and finally stirred up the people to have him

crucified.

It separated him from his earthly relatives, "for

neither did his brethren believe on him."

They were doubt

less ashamed of the stigma which his peculiar and unpopular

course brought upon them as a family.

It would seem that

he was an outcast from his mother's home, for he said : "The

foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the

Son of Man hath not where to lay his head." As a citizen he

was despised by his fellow citizens, counted an enemy of

Cresar's, and one who sought to usurp kingly authority. His

conversation was in heaven, and earth understood it not.

Has your consecration so sanctified-set you apart from

the world, the nominal church, your former worldly friend·

Have you followed Jesus here ?

Has your name

ships, etc. ?

been so cast out as evil ? It will be if you follow Jesus close

ly.

If they hated me, said Jesus, they will hate you also,

and whatsoever they have done unto me, they will do unto you

also.

But if they do so cast you out, Jesus will hear of it,

as he did of the blind man whose eyes he had opened, and as

then, he will find you and show himself to you, and talk with

you and open the eyes of your understanding, causing your

heart to burn within you while he opens up the Scriptures,

Blessed communion :

What a friend we find in Jesus !

This was the victory whereby he overcame--even his faith

in God, for he looked not at the things which are seen, but

at the things which are unseen--eternal . Are you so doing ?

When he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, he opened not his

mouth.

Do you seek to imitate that uncomplaining, patient

meekness in the everyday trials of your wilderness life, and

will you by his grace do so until he says it is enough ? Step

cautiously, plant your feet just in his prints, and you cannot

mistake the way.

Don't think to reach the same end by

nvoiding some of the most difficult steps.

You cannot do

it ; you will lose your footing and fall.

Neither should you

hesitate when you find the steps leading through a thorny and

d_ifficult way.

0 no : the time is too short.

RuN with pa

tience.

Ah, dear brother, sister, it is no easy road ; but do you

think the end justifies the means 1

Now look again at the

Give up your

prize ; ke� p your eye of faith ��ed on that.

human Will, your human amb1bon, etc., as Jesus did, and

&lt;'ommit your new spiritual life to him who is able to keep it.

If you let Him, God will work in you to will and to do of his

good pleasure, and Jesus says : "Fear not, little flock ; it is

the Father's good p leasure to give you the kingdom."

THE TIMES WE LIVE IN

The present is a momentous crisis.

All sects are shaking.

The religious world is convulsed.

Atheism has opened her

batteries, and unsheathed her sword.

Skepticism is big with

hopes.

Catholic and Protestant Popery are plodding and

The little and the great Popes

plotting for the supremacy.

are on tiptoe.

Saints are praying for the millenium ; myriads

are laboring for its introduction.

The Bible and the creed�

are at war.

There is no truce.

Such is the pres&lt;.'nt.-



Christian Baptist.



"ART THOU HE THA T TROUBLETH ISRAEL}"

Th&lt;'&lt;;P were the words of Ahab, king of Israel, to Elijah.

A h a b . it will be remembered, was the husband of Jezebel,

the '' icked wom an, who perc;ecuted Elijah, and from whom he

fl p !} into the wilderne�s for th ree and a half years.

( See 1

K i na-!l, xviii. 1 7 . )

\Ye have h(•rPtofore seen that all three of these Jewish

&lt;"ha racte1 s were types or figures of classes in the Gospel age,

and that their action&lt;; were such as to illustrate the actions

Elijah repreof thoo;e classes \\ hiclf they represented :

!lented the church-the true and ea rnest teachers of God's

Word ; .Jezebel is med to reprP&lt;&gt;ent the false church, Papacy,

which came into power by marriage with the Roman Empire. which is re pr e., en te d hy Ahab.

As Papacy used the Roman army and power to persecute

the true teachers of the Lord ( and slew many ) for three and

a half symbolic year'S, or twelve hundred and sixty symbolic

dayc; ; c;o Jezebel us�d Ahab's power to persecute Elijah and

t.lay the Lord's prophets for three and a half literal years.

During thost' years there was a. great drouth in the la.nd ; so,



too, during the 1260 years of Papal persecution, en ding in

1 798, there was a p;reat spiritual drouth and "a famine, but

not of br&lt;.'ad nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words

of the Lord." Amos viii. 1 1 .

Then the false teachers of

Baal ( Papacy ) , being refuted, an abundant shower has come ;

Jehovah is again recognized. But Jezebel and her daughters

still hate the Elijah class and seek their destruction.

It is about this time that Ahab said to Elijah, "Art thou

he that troubleth Israel 1" Elijah troubled them because he

was a true prophet and opposed their sins ; so too with those

now who remain true to God, who will not bow to the forms

and customs of this perverse age, but rather reprove them.

Sorely vexed by these reproofs, those at ease in Zion use

almost the words of Ahab to Elijah : "Are thou he that

troubleth Israel !"

Yes, we would trouble Israel.

God has said : "He that

"Cry aloud, spare

hath my word let him speak my word."

not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet and show my eople their

yet they seek me daily an delight to

transgressions .
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know my ways as a nation that did righteousness and forsook

not the ordinances of their God."

This was applicable to

fleshly Israel ( the "shadow" ) and to the nommal Gospel

church as well.

There never was a time in which the Jewish

laws and ordinances were more faithfully observed than during

the seven years of their "harvest". Every form and ceremony

and tithe was scrupulously remembered.

The Temple just

finished by Herod was the grandest in which they had ever

worshiped.

Their religious system was gaining a world

wide reputation.

Missionary enterprises were on foot for

Judaising the world, and so zealous were they that Jesus said

of them, "Ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte."

Yet of all this grand display-zeal, pomp, and seeming suc

cess-it was said, "This people draweth nigh unto me with

their mouth and bonoreth me with their lips, but their heart

is far from me." Matt. xv. 8. Of their religious observances

Jesus said :

"Ye make clean the outside-like whited walls

and sepulchers clean and beautiful outside, but full of decay

and corruption within."

That church, that age and that "harvest" were but the

shadows of this age, church, and harvest.

As then so now,

prosperity and seemingly great success attends both at home

and abroad the church's efforts.

Magnificent temples of

worship, grand music and costly apparel, seem to stamp the

present time as one of unparalleled success ; yet now as then,

it is mostly on the outside that the beauty is seen, for in

wardly the church seems daily to become more corrupt and

worldly.

"Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God,

having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof ;

from such tum. away." 2 Tim. iii. 1-5.

Jesus said the converts to Judaism were really injured by

being brought into that corrupted church, and we believe that

the same thing is true here since the degeneracy of the Gos

pel church.

The man of the world is injured more than bene

fited. While of the world be was open to conviction of sin,

but the church has said to him : You are a moral man, and

hence not a sinner ; if you have any secret vices let them go,

and come join our church, then you will be one of us in "good

and regular standing."

The man is surprised at the liberali

ty of the view, always thought he was as good as the ma

jority of the church members, and better than some, and is

pleased to know that the church recognized his worth ; pleased,

too, perhaps, to enter into organized respectable society. He

joins the church, and is now a chlurch member in name. He is

benefited by being kept from some outward and shameful sins,

but he is injured inasmuch, as he is now persuaded by the

church that he is a Christian, while in reality he has neither

part nor lot in the matter.

He is injured by getting the form without the power of

Christianity. He now falls fast asleep-at ease in Zion ; he

awakes only when a criticism of the church is made ; he then

feels himself a "defender of the faith."

And not only is the man injured, but the church is injured
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yet more, for who can estimate the weight and effect of every

such "tare," every such sham Christian, every such self-deceiv

ed deceiver !

But the Lord's wheat field ( Matt. xii. ) is

overrun with such tares, which choke the wheat and almost

hide it from view.

Now that we are in the "harvest" and

the sickle of truth is doing its work, what wonder if there

be some commotion 1

Zion is at ease and self-satisfied, and when we cry aloud

and spare not, but show God's people their sins and their

forms of godliness without the power thereof, they become

enraged and complain that we are troubling Israel.

When

this same charge was made against Jesus, our head-that he

was opposing and hindering the God-appointed leaders and

teachers, the Chief Priests, Scribes and Pharisees, he said :

"Think not that I am come to send peace on the earth ; I

came not to send peace, but a sword [Truth is a sword ] . For

I came to set . . . . at variance . . . . and a man's foes shall

be they of his own household . . . . and he that doth not take

his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me." ( Matt.

X.
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the majority, during this time when evil is permitted to

reign, and hence always has had as a large part of its work

to reprove darkness. Reproof is never pleasant, but is es

pecially unpleasant to those who most need it.

[Of the saints

it is written : "Great peace have they that love thy law, and

nothing shall offend them."] It was because he thus reproved

sin and error that Elijah was hated and called Israel's trou

bler ; for the same reason Jesus was denounced, and for the

same reason all who will live Godly arc similarly offensive.

But if any man will reprove, let him speak as an oracle of

God, and let nothing be done or said, through bitterness, strife,

or vain glory ; but let him, by a meek and quiet spirit show

forth in love the power, as well as the form of Godliness to

the praise of Him who hath called us out of darkness into

his marvelous hght.

Jesus in his day called the attention of the Jews to the

judgments of God about to come upon them, saying : "These

be days of vengeance that all things written should be ful

filled."

( Luke xxi. 22. )

Elijah gave warning of the death

of Jezebel and Ahab, that dogs should lick his blood and eat

So here it becomes our place to speak the word

her flesh.

of God as declared by him, that Ahab and his successors ( the

Roman and succeeding empires ) shall be slain--i. e. destroyed.

( Dan. ii. 44. )

also, that Jezebel shall be "eaten by dogs"

( the degraded ) , i. e. Papacy, and in fact the nominal church,

as it represents the same church and world-united system,

shall be cast down and consumed.

Elijah further represents the "little flock" of despised ones,

by being highly exalted, caught up in a whirlwind.

Oh, that

we may be among the little company now separating, who

shall soon be changed in a moment into the perfect likeness

of our Lord and b.ead !
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Wisdom and prudence are good things in their place, and

when not overdone or abused ; but there is such a thing as

being over-wise, or "wise above that which is written," and

there is, we think, such a thing as being prudent above that

which is written.

We have been somewhat exercised upon this thought by

the expressions and looks of some of our friends, when their

attention has been called to the subject of Restitution.

The thought that men are to be restored to natural life

again, to live again in the flesh as men, that they are in fact

to be restored to all they lost through Adam, or because of

the sin of Adam, seems to many to be the height of presumption, but they would not apply the same rule of reasoning

to other matters, we think.

Take Rom. v. 18-19 :

"As by

the offense of one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came

upon all men unto justification of life.

For as by one man's

disobedience, many were made sinners, so by the obedience of

one shall many be made righteous."

Now if these words

were used in the same way regarding anything other than the

relation between God and man, who would think of making

the second part of each statement mean less than the first !

Now without asserting positively that man will live again

in the flesh, restored to Adamic perfection, let us consider our

attitude in connection with the fact, ( if it be a fact ) and who

would be likely to know it.

First, then, those would be most likely to know it who are

in a condition to receive the truth whatever it be. Not that

the truth can be anything but the truth, but it may be very

different from what we had supposed it to be, owing to previous education and training ; but if we are willing to receive
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it because it is truth, it is presumptive evidence that we shall

bt&gt; likely to recognize it when brought to view.

Again, having recognized the truth, and having become ac

quainted with it, we should be likely to love it, and of course

to receive it ; for we cannot suppose men would reject a thing

they loved ( unless indeed they love something else more,

and that something antagonize this ) .

Then having recog

nized, loved and received this truth, what more natural than

that they should proclaim it ?

It is hardly supposable that one could become acquainted

with a truth of such a deep interest to mankind as this is,

and yet say nothing about it.

The subject is one so full of comfort, and one, too, which

appeals to our sense of God's wisdom, justice, and love ; and

one which, from every stand-point, except of settled preju

dice, gives us a view of God's attributes shining forth glorious

ly, which so entrances us as we gaze that we are constrained

to cry out with the Psalmist ( 107-8 ) :

"0 that men would

praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works

to the children of men."

But if the doctrine of restitution be true ( don't forget that

there is a "much more" salvation ) , how nicely it would match

with and explain this Scripture which has so long puzzled us :

Ezekiel xvi. 53.

In this chapter, God, through the prophet, is

"causing Jerusalem to know her abominations," ( 2d verse)

and after speaking at some length upon the subject, says :

"When I shall bring agajn their captivity, the captivity of

Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and

her daughters, then will I bring again the capth·ity of thr1

;

ca ptives in the midst of them."

But sa�·s one :

"That dot. ;�

not prove restitution ; some commentators say that God did
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not intend to bring again the captivity of either ; he only says,

wh c11 I do one, I '1\l l l do the other, and he is speaking not of

death."

\Ye are not assert vng NOW that it does prove 1 estitution,

lHlly consiUl' l lllg' t h at q the doctrine 1s true, ho" easy you

" ,,uld get a long w i t h some Scriptures, and how you would not

h�n e to Le sP ' c 1 y "w1se and prudent" w1th a good many pas

sage� oi t-en ptUJ e.

"When thy sisters, Sodom and her daugh

( :i .'ith ni �e ) :

t e rs . sh.t l l rl'turn t o their former estate, and Samaria and her

da ugh tl'I � ::.ha II retum to their former estate, [they were dead

and m theu graves, you know,] then thou and thy daughters

sha l l retm n to vour former estate."

Uppo-cd to ti1e thought that this \\ as an emphatic way of

-�n in•• that he '' ould do neithe1 is the statement i n the 6 l st

' crse � ''And I tn l l give them unto thee for daughters, but

nut bv thv co' en.l llt ''- ( t. c . , the old co,·enant ) .

Ag ain ; 1{ t t is t 1 ue, " ha t light would be shed on the words

of Je�tl:&gt; m l\I a tt h ew xi. 2-1, ,, hei e in speaking of the privi

"But

leges \\ h i r h Capc! IIa Um had failed to improve, he said :

I ,,ty unto you, that it shall be more tolerable for the lan d

_

uf Sodom in the Jay of Judgment, than for thee." And thrs

Ezekiel.

from

quoted

other

last would harmoniLe with the

Tl1 1 ::. ' I P W would lend some meanwg to the words of Jesus in

''\\ h osoever speaketh against the Holy Spirit,

Luke xi1. 3 2 :

1t shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world nor tn the

\\ ith this view we shall not wonder so

u orld to com e."

"Whom the

much that l'eter said ( Acts iii. 2 1 ) of Jesus :

heaven mm.t reGeH e u n t z l the times of restitution of all things

which God h,tth spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets

which have lwen &lt;&gt;inre the world began."

But say some : "Do not tell the people such things ; i f

you d o they will never repent, but will live right on in sin."

�Iy dear sir, " ho told you that ?

If it ts true, and God has been speaking of it by the mouth

of all his holy prophets since the world began, as Peter says,

If we

shall we be prudent above that whieh is written?

bhou ld, it would be equivalent to saying that God was very

such things, even

unwise to allow the prophets to utter

though they were true, and that if he had the prudence of

some of his crea tures, he would never have allowed such

writings as that in Ezekiel to be put before the world, together

w1th many other careless ( ? ) statements, lest men might

guess that the Psalmist was right, when at the end of every

"The mercy of the Lord

verse of the 1 36th Psalm he says :

endureth forever," and if they '\\ ere to think that, j ust as
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likely as not the very next thing they would think would be

that the punishment of the wicked would end some time i and

If they should get that idea, they might find an explanation

to some texts that prudence has said taught the doctrine of

"endless torment ;" and if they should become convinced that

God did not intend to punish the wicked beyond the point

of reformatwn, they might conclude that his name ( Love )

was very appropriate, and love him too.

Now, it is a noticeable fact, that those who do not believe

in the doctrine of restitution are the ones '' ho think it is im

prudent to teach it. Query : Are they the ones referred to

m Matthew xi. 25 ? Jesus had been telhng, how much more

tolerable it would be for Sodom in the day of judgment than

for Capernaum, and :

At that time Jesus answered ana

said :

''I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

because thou hast hid these thimgs from the wise and prudent,

and hast revealed them unto babes."

And I Cor., i. xix :

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise

and bring to no thing the understand111g of the pruden t." Is

it not best, then, dear brethren, to give our whole attention

to the "spirit of truth," and hke prattlers ( Labes ) , tell it JUSt

as it is, and thus insure further revelations ?

For :

"Blind unbelief is sure to err,

And scan His work in vain ;

God is his own interpreter,

And He will make it plain."

If our Heavenly Father has not Leen prudent enough to

guard bis own character, we shall make a poor display of

our wisdom to undertake to do it for him, and we cannot

afford to lose the things that would be " h i d" from us by so

doing.

"I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be

cause thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,

and hast revealed them unto babes."

''Even so, Father, for

so it seemed good in thy sight."

,J . C. S.

The desert rose, though never srrn by man,

Is nurtured with a care dh inely good.

The ocean gem, though 'neath the rol ling main

Is ever brilliant in the eyes of G od.

Think not thy work and worth are all unknown,

Because no partial pensmen paint thy praise ;

Man may not see nor mind, bui God will own

Thy worth and work, thy thoughts and words and

ways.

N. B. Cobb.
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xxiv. 3. )



"What shall be the sign of thy presence and of the consununation of the age ?''



This rendering sheds light on the relation between the

presence of Chrbt and the Harvest.

The

Greek word

parous ia does not mean the act of coming, but the being present.

So the Lexicons tell us.

The word aion does not mean

this globe, or this general order of things, but an era or

age.

Thi&lt;&gt; pa�sage, it " ill be seen, gives no countenance to the

quite po p ul a r conception of the relation between the coming

of Ch ri,t an d the "wreck of matter and crush of worlds."

Titio; fal-;e notion makes the subject one of dread.

The " ord S ltll telio, tran"llated end, does not mean a point,

but :.t pe1 iorl of t 1 1nc.

The same word is used in Matt. xiii.

l!J

: :

"Thr hart,est i&lt;&gt; t h e end [ suntelia] of the age."

In

vcr�c :;o .J e &lt;&gt; u -&gt; ,)lo" � that the harvesting is a work done.

"In t h e twze [ period l of the harvest."

With these few facts

bdore IH, J l' a d t n g the text gives this as the substance of the

" \\'hat �hall be the sign [ evidence] of thy presence

qubtion :

a n d of the harve�t o f the age �"

The biJ:.,rn of the pre&lt;sence is the sign of the time of harvesto1w

'- i gn e\'idrnce in the aggregate-for two things.

The

'\ c,rker and the work are related to each other.

Whoever

l.diHC'&gt;, on the �trength of what he considers good evidence,

that the harvest i� comr, ought to believe in the presence

of Christ, n s Lord of the Angel reapers.

The presence and the

harvest are related not only in the text, but in reason. Some

who once consistently acc&lt;'pted both, because of their relation,

now deny the presence, and inconsistently hold that He will

not come until the end of the harvest.

They will doubtless

soon, in order to rega in the balance of consistency, discard

the harvest al so. �Iatt. xxiv. 3 must suffer violence, if it

must be mainta ined tint the harvest-the end of the age, and

its work,-precedes the coming of Christ ; and this is the

position of all who deny the presence of Christ and yet teaeh

that we are in the harvest time.

It would not be so inconsistent with the order of the text



( See Emphatic



Dia glott. )



should it be claimed that the presence of Christ,

for some

preparatory reason, should precede the harvest, as it was at

the first advent, from His birth to His ministry ; but to in

vert the order and have the &lt;&gt;onsummation of the age before

His arrival seems absurd.

We have no desire to make parallels, but when pa rallels

really exist between the closing work of the Jewish and Gospel

ages, we are glad to accept them, and regard t hem as a

strength to the argument on the equality of the ''Two Dispensations." And it is strangely out of harmony with the

pattern character of the Jewish dispensation to claim, as

some do, that though Christ was present on the Jewish level

to introduce the Jewish harvest, yet He will not come to the

level of the Gospel church until the Gospel harvest is ended.

There can be no doubt that the cause of this inconsi stency,

and denial of the presence of Christ during the Gospel harvest, is a misapprehension of what the level of the perfect Gospel church is. Paul gives us the key when he says :

"Ye

are no t in the flesh, but in the spirit, if so be that the Spirit

of God dwell in you."

( Rom. viii. 9. ) The ideal of the

flesh is a perfect flesh man, but the ideal of the Spirit is "the

spirits of just men made perfect."

( Heb. xii. 23. )

If a perfeet flesh man has a flesh body, a perfect spiritual being ought

to have a "spiritual body"-and such Paul assures us will be

the case : "It is sown a natural [psukikon-animal] body : it

is raised a spiritual [pneumatikon] body." The former, even

when perfect, is, and must be, according to the law of the

flesh ; and the latter is by the law of the Spirit.

So Jesus,

knowing both laws, says :

"That which is born or produced

by the flesh is flesh ; and that which is born of [ produced by]

the Spirit is spirit."

No wonder that those who deny the presence and yet believe the harvest is here, are anxious to ignore some of the

parallels of the Two Dispensations.

Losing sight of the para llPl causes them to ignore also the contrast j for the second
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