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RETROSPECTIVE AND PROSPECTIVE

At the threshold of each new year 1t seems but natural to
look about us—backward at the year just gone, and forward to
the year drawing on—reviewing our conflicts and God’s mer-
cles past and, with hope as our telescope, prospecting the
future.

From your letters and otherwise, dear readers, fellow-
servants of our King and fellow-heirs of his glory, we know
something of the trials temporal and spiritual which have
bestrewn your paths; but we know much more of how the
grace of God has blessed you all spiritually through Christ.
And we earnestly trust that, with us of the Tower Office, you
can apply to yourselves the words of the poet—

“Looking back, I praise the way
God has led me, led me, day by day.”

Our day is peculiar in many respects. Not only 1s it a
day of blessings, advantages and conveniences beyond any
other, but it is a day of dissatisfaction and discontent
beyond any other. Not only is it a day of greater light and
understanding respecting the Lord’s plan, but it is a day in
which the great enemy of the truth is permitted to spread
before the awakening nominal and real church more sophis-
tical delusions in the name of “new light” than ever before.
Not only is it true that a man or woman has five times the
opportunity for usefulness in God’s service, ever before en-
joyed, but it is also true that business, worldly pleasure and
ambition are five times as active and powerful to keep us
back from this possible usefulness. It behooves us, therefore,
not only to get awake to our present privileges, blessings and
opportunities, but to keep awake to them. He who does not
realize that this will require a constant battle with selfish-
ness, within and without—with the world, the flesh and the
devil—is very liable to fall into the snare in learning of it.

Nevertheless it is possible, even now, for the intelligent
Christian to have absolute contentment, to escape the errors
of our day and to keep himself actively in the love and
service of God. This blessing, with the peace that passeth
all understanding, is, however, only for the few: for those
whose faith is resting in the perfect work of Christ—in the
ransom which he gave—and who are fully consecrated, heart
and body, to the Master’s will and work and way in every
matter. Such he does not leave in darkness and doubt in this
day when the hearts of the worldly-wise are “failing them for
fear and for looking after those things coming upon the
earth,” but to them are fulfilled the promises—*“He will show
you things to come”; “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free”’—free from the bondage of error, free
from the bondage of fear, and from those other bondages of
creeds of men and of social and religious societies into which
fear is driving many under the plea of “union.”

But while we do well, dear friends, to remember gratefully
the mercies of the past year and to rejoice in the grace suffi-
cient with which it was so richly supplied, it is wise for us to
look carefully to our steps for the year beginning. While we
did not fall last year, some did. Our trials and testings may
be more severe during the year beginning, and unless we feel
our own insufficiency and look to our Master continually, we
shall be liable to depart from humility, to become puffed up
with pride and haughtiness, the sure precursors of a fall.
And again, if we look merely to our own weaknesses we will
become so discouraged as to yield readily to the adversary’s
assaults. Qur only safe position will be to feel humble and
to realize our insufficiency, but to trust implicitly and always
to him who has promised that he will never leave us, nor
forsake us. (If there be any breach between us, if any leav-
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ing and forsaking, it will be on our part, not his.) We can
safely trust our all to him who assures us that “all things
shall work together for good to them that love God (with all
their hearts)—to those called according to his purpose.” We
need have no fear of the ultimate results, so long as we find
our wills fully submitted to our Master’s will, and our hands
and thoughts filled with his work. We may have full con-
fidence, and may rest in peace upon the promise, “He will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will
with the temptation provide also a way of escape.”

“Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary, the devil, as
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.
Whom resist [by standing] steadfast in the faith, knowing
that similar afflictions are being accomplished in your brethren
in the world.”—1 Pet. 5:8.

The more we realize that we are in the harvest—the
winnowing and testing time—the more we should each seek
to follow the Apostle’s advice, “Make straight paths for your
feet lest that which is lame be turned out of the way.” Each
of us has learned some of his weak or vulnerable points of
character, and each should seek, not only to strengthen these
weak points but also specially to fortify himself against
temptations and besetments of the adversary upon those
weakest points, lest he thereby be turned out of the straight
and narrow way.

This means a circumspection of your affairs in general.
Home affairs, business affairs, all, should be ordered and sys-
tematized with a view to protect your own weak points to the
Lord’s praise and to the good of yourself and others. See
that your heart is fully given up to the King, and then, with
the wisdom which he will supply those who seek it, divide
your time and talents among your various duties so as to
spend and be spent more to the honor of the Lord and to the
service of his truth, and you will find yourself liberally
repaid in spiritual favors.

We suggest to all Warcu ToweRr readers as a motto and
watch-word for 1893 the words of the great Apostle Paul:

“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be
strong. Let all your deeds be done in love”—1 Cor. 16:13, 14.

THE POLITICAL OUTLOOK

Digsatisfaction and unrest tell the story of the entire
civilized world. The growth of intelligence is making the
world more unhappy daily. because selfishness is the basis or
principle upon which every fresh degree of enlightenment
must be erected; for the world knows not of the other basis,
upon which the new nature builds, the basis of love. Conse-
quently, intelligence makes possible gigantic trusts, pools and
swindling schemes on the part of many who occupy places of
power; and the same intelligence permits those less favorably
circumstanced to detect the frauds, to see their own com-
parative disadvantage so far as a rapid or fraudulent accum-
ulation of wealth is concerned. Hence the gradual unrest.
None but real saints of God know what full rest there is in
Christ—the result of having the Christ-basis—Love for God
and men—substituted for selfishness.

We clip the following on this subject from a New York
Tribune editorial, and call special attention to its closing
sentence:

“And yet how far from realization is this noble idea of
peace today. That Europe is an armed camp is a hackneyed
truism. England holds millions of Oriental peoples under her
sway, not bv the bond of brotherhood, but by the iron hand
of force. France is rent into factions by a great national
scandal, in which many of her honored sons figure as de-
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spotlers of the widow and orphan. The tragedy of the
great anti-Semitic persecution 1s not yet played out in
Russia, and 1 some other European countries the echoes of
its cry of hate are ominously distinet. Nor has the shadow
of gaunt famine yet ceased to fall athwart the laund of the
Muscovite. At the same time. a social unrest unparalleled in
history has taken possession of the nations of Europe, and has
found lodament cven in our own land 1ts dominant note is a
profound dissatisfaction with things as they are, not always
rational or intelligent, but hased on certain facts which no
candid 1nvestigator will denv.  This unrest is constantly
learling to the social insurrection known as anarchy, and to
the industrial wars known as lockouts and stiikes. 1t may not
be that the present social system is disintegrating; but it is
certainly true that it contains within itself movements and
elements which are symptomatic of a change in its character.
And whether that change shall come by evolution or revolu-
ton depends largely on the wisdom and discretion of those
who now hold the places of influence and power in the world.
These are the facts that confront us this morning as we
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repeat the angels’ song of peace and good-will. Does not the
situation suggest to us ruather those words of the Master,
“I came not to send peace, but a swor1d”?

“Nor is the prophetic dream of brotherhood, for which
Christmas stands, realized in the churches. The great Roman
Catholic Communion in this country is stirred to 1its depths
by controversies that vitally affect its very life and charac-
ter. Every Protestant denomination is touched with the same
unrest that is affecting social life. Old traditions and
dogmas are in process of reconstruction, and new views are
forcing themselves to the front. As a result of all this, there
is strife today between those who join in singing the praises
of the Babe in Bethlehem, and multitudes of good men are
arrayed against each other in a deadly conflict of opimon.

“After the conflict will come rest, and after the battle
will come peace. Happy those who, in this enigmatic age, in
spite of so much that is calculated to puzzle and saddcn us,
have such a clear prevision of the future that tliey can see
the coming triumph of truth over error, of good over evil, in
every land and clime.”

YOUR PROMPT RESPONSES

Thanks, dear friends, for the promptness with which so
many of you are responding to our request to know whether
or not you desire the \Warcm Towrr visits durimg 1893,
Your welcome letters are just pouring in upon us. This
together with the other extra work of this scason has quite
overpowered our office force. All are busy, but all are insuffi-
cient  We u-ually send a card of acknowledgment for all
sums of two dollars or more where books, ete.. are not
ordered (leaving the date on the address-tag to indicate the
receipts of smaller sums). But as we are quite unable to
do this at present we know that you will kindly excuse us.
We cannot at present find time even to give the ordinary
newspaper receipt on the address-tag: this receipt we will
endeavor to give to all on our next is-ue.

Just a word of answer now, therefore, to all your letters
at onee. to say that we greatly enjoy the testimonies which
so many of them give, of your clearness of mental vision on

spiritual subjects; of your devotion to the Lord, and to the
Truth, and to us, as their servants and yoms. God bless you,
one and all!

The donations to the Tract Fund accompanying the above
mentioned letters (which must be acknowledged in hke man-
ner) have been unusually large, and the newly filled out
“Good Hopes” for 1893 are very numerous. The interest thus
manifested is greatly appreciated by us, as well as by the
Master, in whose name we receive and 1 whose service we use
them. Be assured that every self-demial of an earthly sort
these may cost you will be more than compensated for in
spiritual favors. We regard this increase in your free-will
offerings as a sign, either of much more prosperous times
than before or else of a 1icher spiritual growth in apprecia-
tion of the lengths and breadths, the heights and depths of
the love of God. We helieve it to be the latter: and we
prai~e God on your behalf —Phil. 4-17

CREED-MAKING IN JAPAN

According to a 1ccent issue of the Missionary Revicw, the
native Presbyterian Chiistians in Japan have taken the matter
of creed revision into their own hands. The synod of the
Church of Christ in Japan, composed of the various Presby-
terian bodics, has refused to adopt the Westminster Confession
of Faith. or any other similar doctrine. They have fallen back
upon the Apostles’ Creed: .

“In the Confession of Faith will be observed a w-ignificant
<ilence upon the subject of 1etribution and of the futme state.
It reads thus- “The Lord Jesus Chiist, whom we worship as
God, the only begotten Son of God, for us men and for our
salvation was made man and suffered. He offered up a per-
feet wncrifiee for <in: and all who are one with him by faith

are pardoned and accounted righteous, and faith in him work-
ing by love purifies the lheart.

““The Holy Ghost, who, with the Father and the Son, is
worshiped and glorified, reveals Jesus Christ to the soul, and
without his grace man, being dead in sins, cannot enter the
kingdom of God. By him the prophets and the apostles and
holy men of old wcre inspired. and he, speaking in the Serip-
tures of the Old and New Testaments, is the supreme and
infallible judge in all things pertaining unto faith and living.

“‘From these Holy Scriptures the ancient Church of Christ
drew its confession; and we, holding the faith once delivered
to the saints, join in that confession with praise and thanks-
siving. ”

THE PREVAILING TYPE OF PREACHING

The Rev. Robert R. Proudfit, of Iighlands, N. J.. has
withdrawn from the Presbyterian Church. His reasons are
these:

“While humbly receiving the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments as containing the Word of God, I decline to
subsciibe to a merely human declaration of their contents,
even though that declaration be =o able and so venerable as
the Westminster standards.

«T furtker dechine to be called ‘reverend’ as being too
much like being ecalled ‘rabbi,” against which our Lord
expre=aly enjomed his disciples

“Again 1 decidedly prefer not to be identified with any
particular denomination of the followers of Christ, such
names and the spirit which they engender seeming to me
unseriptural and baneful rather than beneficial. It is
El(ﬁciont for me to be a ‘companion of all them that fear

od.’

“Finally, I suspect that the world and the visible church
are somewhat surfeited with preaching, at least of the pre-
vailing type. Like the army of the Potomac early in 1862, the
church has been abundantly. perhaps excessively, organized
and Arilled.” —Selectrd

EXALTATION VIA HUMILITY

I.et him that would be greatest among you be servant of all. . .. One is your master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren »
Matt. 23:10, 11.

Pride 1w selfishness gone to seced  The selfish spirit greedily
aathers to seli as mwueh as possible of all that it esteems
rood and valuable—wealth, learning, honor, fame and distine-
Tion among men .\ measure of suceess i the acquisition of
the~e freasures further leads the selfish <oul to a feeling of
<clf-complacency. mdependence and indifference to the well-
Leme of others which, gradually hut rapidly developing into
artosant and <elf-assertive pride. will continue to ripen with
every gleam of the sunlicht of temporal prosperity  As

seifishness continues to ripen it swells itself to ridiculous
proportions and delights to vaunt itself, and gloats over its
imagined importance and worthiness of honor and praise.
Who can love such a disposition? It is utterly unworthy
in all cyes save its own. No wonder, then, that it is written,
“God resisteth the proud and giveth his favors to the hum-
bhle”, and again, “Pride goneth before destruetion, and a
haughty spirit before a fall.” How could it be otherwise?
for these inflated values must at some time come down to a
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golid basis: wind will not always pass current for worth, and
the punctured bubbles of earthly vanity will reveal the true
status of every individual. And well will it be in the cases of
those in whom the humbling realization does not awaken a
spirit of rebellion and strife against God, which must in-
evitably end either in contrition or in destruction.

How much easier and how much wiser is the course of
humility. The humble spirit seeketh not its own, is not puffed
up, and does not attempt to speculate on inflated values, does
not think of self more highly than it ought to think, but
thinks soberly—neither overrating nor underrating its own
acquirements or achievements. Humility strives always to do
business on a solid basis, though it strives lawfully to acquire
a real worthiness and to achieve the true glory of the divine
commendation and favor.

The man who underrates his worth comes much nearer the
truth than the man who overrates; for the fact is that no
member of the fallen race, however favorably he may compare
with some of his fellows more bruised by the fall, has any-
thing whereof Lo boast. Consider, for instance, ho.w meager
1s the aggregate of human knowledge in every direction. As a
race we are unable to trace our own history for centuries
from the beginning, or to account for our origin, or to prog-
nosticate our destiny. We are unable to fully comprehend
the decp philosophy of our physical and mental organisms.
There are mysteries within us and all around us which the
wisest men cannot fathom; and only those narrow souls
who=e world of thought is bounded by the horizon of their
own temporal interests ever vaunt their learning or wisdom,
or feel that they have aught of which to boast. Their
fellow-men may call them great and wise and reverend, but
they know too well how small and ignorant they are and how
unworthy of reverence, realizing that beyond the ken of their
short vision are vast unexplored fields of knowledge. The
truly noble soul feels humbled upon the borders of the vast
unknown, thankfully accepts the divine revelation as to his
nature, origin, destiny, etc., and patiently awaits the Lord’s
good time for a fuller understanding of all the mysteries of his
wondrous grace. Pride of wealth or of fame is of still more
ignoble character. Wealth selfishly hoarded and enjoyed cer-
tainly adds no degree of merit to the possessor, whether he
inherited or acquired it; and fame among fallen men only
proves that he who gained it has not to any considerable
extent outstripped the popular limit of advancement. At best
he is only abreast of his times, The man who has outstripped
the current of popular thought is never a popular or famous
man. Every such one has had to attest his true moral
courage by facing popular opposition and enduring the pop-
ular reproach; or, in other words, by humbling himself.

In view of these considerations we see how just and wise is
the divine rule for abasing the proud and exalting the
humble. and how sound our Lord’s counsel to his disciples, to
cultivate the spirit of humility and to avoid even the appear-
ance of pride. Observing the growth and manifestation of
this spirit among the Pharisees, who did all their works to
be seen of men, who loved the uppermost rooms at feasts and
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the chief seats in the synagogues, and to be called of men
Rabbi, Rabbi, he said, “But be not ye called Rabbi; for one is
your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.” Or, in
the language of today, Be not ye called Reverend Doctors of
Divinity, and let there be no distinctions of clergy and laity;
for one is your truly reverend Lord and Instructor, even
Christ, and all ye are brethren. “Let him that would be
greatest among you be servant of all”; for the divine rule is
that “whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he
that shall humble himself shall be exalted.”

God’s plan, viewed as a whole, shows that the exaltation
of any individual or class of his creatures is always for the
purpose of blessing others who are not so exalted. Thus, for
instance, the exaltation of our Lord Jesus and his church is
for the blessing of all others; so also was the election and
special favor to Israel to result in blessings to the nations
not so favored.

Such a rule, it will readily be seen, is the prompting of
the highest benevolence and of the fatherly love of God for all
his creatures of every name and order, and manifests the
depth of his wisdom as well as his love, both in rewarding
the truly worthy and in bringing righteous and benevolent
power forward for the accomplishment of righteous and benev-
olent ends. Thus in benevolent service and mutual love he
will in due time bind together in one the whole family in
heaven and in earth, through the mediation and service of the
greatest of all servants, Jesus Christ.

Let us heed this counsel of the Master, and let us humble
ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
us in due time. (1 Pet. 5:6) We have already done so to
some extent in refusing to own as our masters the various
heads of the great nominal church. We own neither Luther,
nor Calvin, nor Knox, nor Wesley, nor Campbell, nor any
other man or body of men, as our master; nor do we own
the pope of Rome as our pope, our father: God is our Father.
and his anointed Son is our Lord and Head. To them. and
not to our brethren, let us look for the reward of faithful-
ness: “For,” says the Apostle (Heb. 6:10), “God is not
unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love which ye
have shown toward his name, in that ye have ministered to
the saints, and do minister.”

It is indeed no easy matter to tread the pathway of
humility, to continually check the human aspirations and to
keep the sacrifice on the altar until it is fully consumed. But
thus it is that we are to work out our own salvation to the
high calling with fear and trembling, lest we come short of
worthiness for the prize of the high calling promised to the
faithful overcomers who tread closely in the footsteps of our
blessed Forerunner, who was meek and lowly of heart.—
Phil. 2:8, 12,

It is when we are thus humble and faithful that the Lord
makes us his chosen vessels to bear his name to others. Thus
emptied of self, he can fill us with his spirit and with his
truth, and we can go forth strong in the Lord of hosts and
in his mighty power to do valiant service as soldiers of the
cross,—Eph. 6:12-17,

IN

OUR DAY

“Beware,, therefore, lest that come upon you which is spoken of in the prophets: Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish;
for I work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.”—Acts 13:40, 41; Isa

29-14; Hab. 1:5.

This prophecy was one of sufficient importance to be re-
corded by two of the Lord’s prophets, Isaiah and Habakkuk;
and from the Apostle Paul’s reference to it in speaking to the
people of his day, which was the end or harvest of the
Jewish age, we see that it had an application to that peculiar
time. And since that age with its harvest and all its peculiar
circumstances was, as we have seen (MILLENNIAL DAwN, Vol
II1., Chapter vii.), a type of the Gospel age and its harvest, we
recognize this prophecy, as well as the other prophetic features
of the context, as having a yet fuller and more special
application to the present time—the harvest period of the
Gospel age.

It is true today, as it was in the harvest of the Jewish
age, that there are many despisers of the truth—especially of
the truth due and now coming to light in this, our day. But,
nevertheless, the Lord’s great work goes steadily forward: he
is doing “his work, his strange work, and bringing to pass his
act, his strange act.” (Isa. 28:21, 22) It is indeed a strange
work to those unacquainted with the Lord’s plan, which sets
aside all human theories and plans, and pursues a course in
direct opposition to them all. The world looks on and
beholds this work of the Lord, and with fear and trembling as
to the final outcome they regard its wonderful progress. And

not only the world, but the vast majority of his professed
followers, too, who have not been living on such intimate
terms with the Lord as to be led into a clear knowledge of
his wonderful purposes, regard the future with fearful fore-
bodings, and his present “strange work” as an innovation
rather than as a preliminary preparation for the glorious
reign of the Prince of Peace; for they wist not that this is
“the day of his preparation” spoken of by the prophet
(Nahum 2:3), for the setting up of Christ’s kingdom.,
Before that kingdom can be fully established in the earth,
all power and authority, of whatever sort it be, which
belongs to this present order of things, must pass away. As
a consequence of this preparation for Christ’s kingdom, which
is now nigh, even at the door (See MILLENNIAL DAwN, Vol.
I1., The Time is at Hand), we behold the shaking of the
nations and the trembling of the very foundations of the
whole structure of human society as at present organized
unwittingly under Satan, “the prince of this world.” The
great crisis of this world’s affairs has not yet been reached.
but the preparations for that crisis are progressing steadily
both in civil and in ecclesiastical circles. And if we would
be among those who are truly wise we will apply, not only
our heads, but also our hearts, unto the instruction of the
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“sure word of prophecy that shineth as a light in a dark
place until the day dawn”; for it is written (Dan. 12:10)
that “none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise [I}ot
according to the wisdom of this world, which shall perish
(Isa. 29:14), but with the wisdom of meekness whlch_ con-
fesses human ignorance and relies solely upon the wisdom
which cometh from above: they] shall understand.”

Those who thus rely upon God, and are simple hearted
enough to take him at his word, view his present work in the
light of his glorious plan. They see light in his light; they
realize the necessity for the great scourge of trouble which
shall shatter all human ambition and pride and humble the
nations in the dust. They see, too, the deformities of human
theories and the fallacy of human arguments and the futility
of all human schemes for the uplifting and blessing of the
world, as they view them in contrast with the divine plan of
the ages which God is working out. (See MILLENNIAL DAWN,
Vol. 1.) In consequence of this superior vantage ground
trom which, as children of God, we are permitted to view “the
wnk, the strange work” of our day, we are not at all sur-
prised to sec all systems of men tottering to their final over-
throw; nor are we dismayed as we are brought 1o realize that
their utter destruction is sure.

But what do we see, as from God’s standpoint we look
wut over “his work, his strange work,” in this our day? We
see, first of all, that which interests us most, viz., that the
Lord is gathering together his saints and separating them as
wheat from the tares—as loyal, devoted children of God from
a great multitude of mere professors. {Psa. 50:5) We see
that such are being wonderfully led by a path which hitherto
they knew not, enabling them to compichend the lengths and
breadth~ and heights and depths of the love of God as
manifested in his wonderful plan of the ages.

Secondly. we see the binding together of the various com-
panics of tares into great denominational bundles and labeled
with vaiious sectarian names. (Matt. 13:30) Thirdly, we
see the present heavens (the ruling religious powers of t‘he
world—viz.. Roman Catholicism and Protestantism) begin-
ning to roll together as a scroll. (Isa. 34:4) That is, eg.ch
is retaining its own distinctive features, yet hoth are coming
clo-er together in mutual recognition, sympathy and co-opera-
tion—rolling together just as a scroll does, from the two
ends. Any one at all familiar with the trend of thought in
ecclesiastical circles today will mark this rolling together of
the heavens. Protestantism is very solicitous, for instance,
for Roman Catholic co-operation on the subject of Sunday
legiclation and various other proposed reforms, and to this
end is constantly courting the favor of Rome. Presbyterians
are anxious to expunge from their creed that clause which
recognizes the Papacy as the “Man of Sin;” Methodists speak
of it as a “great Christian camp.” and Protestants of every
name and order are doing homage to what they are pleased
to call the mother church, all unconscious apparently of the
fact that the Lord calls it a harlot church and the mother of
harlots. (Rev. 17:1-5) TUnion' is the watchword today
throughout the length and breadth of Christendom, so called.
In union is strength, they say; and strength to br_ave the
coming storm, of which they all feel apprehensive, is what
they all feel the need of. Singly and alone they realize that
they are unprepared to meet the great time of trouble of
which the Prophet Daniel declares that it shall be “a time of
tronble <uch as never was since there was a nation.” (Dan.
12-1)  And consequently they are all willing to make any
compromise necessary to sccure what they call Christian
unity. They want so-called Christianity to make an imposing
appearance hefore the world in numerical strength. And
Papists are none the less anxious than Protestants, though,
seeine the anxiety of Protestants, they prefer rather to stand
hack and he courted than to take the initiative in this move-
ment. But they are quite willing for policy’s sake to speak
now of the Protestant hereties as their “separated brethren,”
and Catholie priests are quite willing to sit side by side on
the platform with TProtestant clergymen in religious gath-
erings,

In no particular instance is this disposition of the heavens
to roll together more manifest than in the proposed religious
congresses which are to convene in Chicago during the season
of the great International Exposition. There it is proposed
to gather together for religious conference and co-operation,
not onlv the representatives of all the creeds of Christendom,
but of heathendom as well; and many are the religious
enthusiasts who <cem disposed to persuade even the heathen
that they are Christians if in any degree they manifest the
Christ spirit, which they define simply as a disposition of
love to God and love to man.
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In seeking a basis of union it is also clearly observable
that Christians of every name and order are willing, for the
sake of what they call Christian Unity, to drop out of their
creed the only true foundation of Christianity, viz., the doc-
trine of the ransom. Such are some of the indications of the
rolling together of the ecclesiastical heavens, or ruling
religious powers.

Fourthly, we see the elements of the earth—civil society—
getting ready for the final conflagration when, it is said, “the
elements shall melt with fervent heat” (2 Pet. 3:10-12)—the
heat of human passion and wrath. We see the angry nations
armed to the teeth and impoverishing their treasuries to equip
themselves for the emergencies of the near future, while
statesmen and politicians everywhere view the situation in
civil affairs as extremely precarious, and are put to their
wits’ ends to devise ways and means for the protection of
civil government against the dangers that threaten it from
the growing dissatisfaction among the masses of the people.
This was very manifest in the policy of Prince Pismarck of
Germany in his course with reference to the church of Rome,
when, a few years ago, he sought to rid Germany of Popish
influence; but finding subsequently the necessity of that influ-
ence for the preservation of civil authority in Germany, he
retraced his steps from considerations of mere political policy.

We see, further, that men in every condition of lLife are
banding together to resist others of opposing sentiments, so
that the appearance of the world today is that of a great
battle-field where mighty hosts of contending parties are
defiantly mustering their forces and preparing for a desperate
conflict. Such has been the condition of things for a few
years past, and the perfecting and equipping of these organiza-
tions will be the work of a few more years; and then will
follow the world’s crisis—a crisis in which all the powers of
light and darkness will struggle for the ascendancy; and the
result will at first seem to be disaster and utter ruin, until
above the wreckage of all human law and order the power
and authority of the Prince of Peace begin to be recognized.

Such is the outlook of our day as viewed in the light of
the holy apostles and prophets; but the conservative Phari-
seeism of today shakes the cautious head and says, Nay, it is
not so; we cannot be on the eve of a new dispensation and of
a revolution so stupendous, involving the whole present social
structure, both civil and religious; for lo, “all things con-
tinue as they were from the beginning.” (2 Pet. 3:4) And in
their zeal to bolster up the tottering structures of priesteraft
and statecraft, whose interests are so closely allied, they
array themseclves in bitter opposition to the present great
work of the Lord and the promulgation of the truth con-
cerning his plans and purposes. And as the heralds of the
divine purpose spread abroad these tidings, and the great
work of the Lord in this our day is shown to be along the
exact lines of his revealed purposes and for the utter destrue-
tion of the present order of things, the opposition increases
and both the truth and its advocates are despised and re-
jected. And. strange to say, many of God’s children are
among the despisers. having partaken of the spirit of this
world and become lukewarm and indifferent to God’s truth.
while they have sought out many incongruous theories and
devices of their own and consecrated their lives to these
human purposes.

It is to such that the words of our text are addressed—
“Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you which is spoken
in the prophets.” What is that? It is spiritual blindness
and darkness; “For the wisdom of [even] their wise men
{even the honored and learned doctors of divinity, the leaders
and representatives of nominal Christianity] shall perish, and
the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.” “The
priest and the prophet [the leaders and teachers] have erred
through strong drink [being intoxicated with the spirit of
the world]: they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of
the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they
stumble in judgment,” and hence cannot discern the wonder-
ful plan and work of the Lord in this our day.—Isa.
29:14; 28:7.

Greatly to be dreaded indeed is this spiritual blindness
which shuts out from view the glorious vision of God’s won-
derful plan of the ages and the work of the Lord—his
“strange work”—in this our day, and its glorious outcome
when his wrath is overpast. Such despisers of the truth.
however highly they may be esteemed among men, must fail
to enter into the reward of the faithful overcomers of this
age. who are to live and reign with Christ a thousand years.
—Rev. 3:21; 20:6.

Let us, then, beware of that spirit which despises the
instruction of the Tord. and when in his providence some
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human strumentality is 1aised np m Gods own time and
way to declare the divine plan and work, ict us 1ejoice and
be glad. No human instrumentality has anything in this
matter whereof to boast: the work is the Lord’s, and the
highest honor that any man can claim is to be his mouth-
piece, his messenger. The prophecies concerming present truth
were all securely closed up and sealed until this time of the
end (Dan. 12:9), and no wisdom or learning could break
those seals until God’s due time had come. Let us, therefore,
as we now behold the work and plan of the Lord, “lift up
our heads and rejoice,” remembering, as the Psalmist expresses
it, that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble. Therefore will not we fear though the earth
[society as at present organized| be removed, and though the
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mountains [kingdoms] be carried into the midst of the sea
[though they Le engulfed in a sea of lawlessness and anarchy];
though the waters thereof [the ungovernable masses of hu-
manity]l roar and be troubled, [as we see them now and
shall see them much more so, and] though the mountains
| kingdoms] shake [with fear and dread and with an uncer-
tain stability| with the swellings thereof.”—DPsa. 46:1-3.

With joy we have seen the light of truth breaking, and
with joy it 1s our privilege to view every prophetic fulfilment,
whether it be in the advancement of the truth, or in the
cumulation and culmination of the troubles of tlus evil day;
for every step of the Lord’s great work brings u~ nearer the
glorious outcome of everlasting peace not many days hence,
when “‘the desiie of all nations shall come.”

A MOMENTOUS STRUGGLE BEGUN

DeAR BRoTHER RUSSELL:—I1 enclose you herewith another
editorial from the New York Sun of Dec. 15th, 1892, on the
Prof. Smith heresy case. It is of the same purport as the
Dr. Briggs case, and points clearly to the inevitable dilemma
of the future, either to give up the Bible or give up the
rreeds. The Sword of Truth is certainly doing its work
effectually now, exactly as you have interpreted the Secrip-
tures. How easily would the acceptance of the truth of the
Bible settle all their disputes if they could but see it. Yours,

J. C. BELL, Jr.

“At last a Presbyterian heretic has been found guilty.
He 1s the Rev. Dr. Smith, a professor in the Lane Theological
Seminary of Ohio and a prominent minister of the Presby-
terian church.

“The charges against him were substantially the same as
those on which Dr. Briggs is now undergoing trial in New
York. That is, he has taught that scientific Biblical scholar-
ship proves that there are errors in the Seriptures. Like Dr.
Briggs and many other distinguished and nominally ortho-
dox Biblical eritics, he rejects the Mosaic authorship of the
first five books of the Bible, upon which, according to the
Rev. Dr. Birch, the authority of the Gospel rests, and gen-
erally in his teachings he has been in agreement with this
modern school of criticism.

“On Monday the Cincinnati Presbytery pronounced such
doctrine to be contrary to the doctrine of the Bible itself
and of the Westminister Confession, and it condemned Dr.
Smith to suspension from the Presbyterian ministry until
he renounces and recants his heretical teaching. Of course,
he will not purchase his restoration at that price; and he
will not be tempted to make the humiliating submission by
fear that he will be burned at the stake. Even if the con-
stituted Presbyterian authorities refuse to tolerate his doc-
trine, he knows that he can get toleration for it elsewhere,
and even among Presbyterians themselves. The Cincinnati
Presbytery convicted him by a small majority only, though
his teaching is opposed to the Westminister Confession in
both its spirit and its letter, and is utterly subversive of the
Presbyterian faith in the Bible as held for generations past.

“If it is thus made apparent that Dr. Smith has sym-
pathizers with his views even in the conservative Cincinnati
Preshytery, how must it he here in New York. where leading
Presbyterian mimisters and laymen have expressed their agree-

ment with Dr. Briggs so openly? What does lus suspension
amount to under such ciircumstances? Because of his condem-
nation as a heretic by the one party he 1s all the -tronger
with the other party. If the Presbyterian Clurch drives
him out as a heretic, he is only the first of a great company
of 1ts ministers whom in justice it must condemn to go out
with him.

“Dr. Smith will appeal from the Presbytery to the Ohio
Synod and thence to the General Assembly, thus keeping alive
an 1ssue of tremendous importance to the Presbyterian Church.
Unless the sentiment of both of these appellate courts changes
radically meantime, there is no probability of his obtaining
a reversal of the judgment from either of them. The great
majority of the General Assembly has been strongly opposed
to such views as his for two years past, and there are no
indications that the opposition will be less next spring. It
is more likely to become more intense. Even at the risk of
dividing the denomination, the Presbyterians must hold their
ministry to the teachings of their doctrinal standards, for
1t is better to split than to go to pieces altogether. If the
Bible is not the perfect and absolutely true Word of God
received by inspiration from heaven, Presbyterianism has no
foundation of divine authority: it rests on human reason.

“That is the issue, and the Presbyterian Church must meet
it squarely and decide it positively. It may be confused by
subtle theologians like Dr. Briggs and Dr. Smith, even in
their own minds, but really it 1s the issue between faith
and agnosticism. The conviction of Dr. Smith is only the
beginning of the most momentous «truggle 1n the whole
history of Protestantism.”

At this writing the decision of the New York Presbytery
in the case against Dr. Briggs is announced as decided in
his favor. Thus has the Presbytery of New York—one of
the most influential religious bodies in the world—decided
and proclaimed to the world its disbelief in the Bible as the
inspired Word of God, and its conviction that the few Bible
statements which measure up to nineteenth century ideas
should be treated respectfully for that rcason, and that the
remainder should be regarded as legends and old wives’
fables. Truly the wisdom of this world 15 foolishness with
God —EprTOR

“ALWAYS FOR ALL THINGS”

“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves mm psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for all things unto God and the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”—Eph. 5:15-21.

From the contrast here instituted between being drunken
with wine and being filled with the Spirit. as well as from
the fact that Christians and not worldlings are here ad-
dressed, we understand the wine to be used as a symbol of the
spirit of the world. And the Apostle here warns the children
of God not to become intoxicated with the spirit of the world,
but counsels us, on the contrary, to be filled with the Spirit
of God. Tt is not enough that we banish from our hearts
the spirit of the world, but we must keep filled with the
holy Spirit of God, else the spirit of the world will come
1n unsolicited and take possession.

The spirit of the world—the disposition and sentiments
of the world on ecvery subject—we find all about us, and
the inclination of our natural mind is in the same direction:
it is the mind of the flesh, the carnal mind. the selfish mind
To partake largely of this mind or disposition is to become
intoxicated with it; and this intoxication stupefies the spirit-
nal senses and beclouds the reasoning faculties, and so greatly
mystifies the vision of tiuth that its cley diseernment is

impossible. But the spirit of Christ has the very opposite
effect: it is the spirit of love and of a sound mind, whose
healthful tendency is to illuminate the undeirstandimg and
to invigorate every moble faculty of the <oul.

The effect of such spiritual mvigoration and illumination
is that of joy and peace and praise; and when two or three
such meet their hearts naturally flow together; and while
they make melody in their hearts together to the Lorvd. they
often delight to express themselves in psalms and hvmns
and spiritual songs, and in prayers of thanksgiving to God
the Father. in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Nor do such ever find themselves so heset with the cares
and vexations of the present life that they can find no
cause for thanksgiving; for. being graciously enlightened by
the spirit of God, they know that all things, however vexing
or perplexing or trying they may be, are working together
for good to them that love God—to the ecalled according to
his purpose; and therefore it is their privilege to rejorce at
all times and under all eiteumstances, and their pleasure
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alicays to give thanks to God for all things.—Rom. 8:28.

As for the days of national thanksgiving, we, as citizens
of the heavenly Kkingdom, have no special need of them;
for every day should be with us a duy of thanksgiving tor
all things—tor the prosperity of our “boly nation” uunder
the 1ighteous authornity of Christ our King, for its peace
and joy and its glorious hope, for 1ts privileges of spiritual
enlightment and blessing, for the perfection of its laws and
the shaping of its coutse and destiny, and for the needed
di~aaplime as well, which 15 to prepare 1t for 1ts future
exaltation and glory. Let the people of the world and less
enhizhtened Chnistians give thanks, as doubtless many of
them do, out ot a sincere heart, for the common blessings of
thi~ present life—for the arr and sunshine and ram, for
povntitul harvests and dor seasons of comparative peace
with the nations alhoad.  Yes, blessed be God, out of his
«bundant anerey these 1ich blessmg are common to all—to
ype gnuztoand to the unyust—iund 1t is well that the attention
of ! wen should be called to mairk and consider them  But
they teil o1 no speetal favor to any of the nations or king-
doms of thrs woirld, all of wlodh, ax <oon as the appomted
times of the Gentiles” are fuifilled, must give place to
the widversal Kigdom of Cod. (Ree MILIENNIAL Dawx, Vol
I, Chap. aui) God’s supervision of these in the present
tine s not any incerference in their chosen course, but
simply an arernuling of ther free course so that they may
aot antesfae with, but aather thet they may ulimately
mimister to, his own wise ends, in the «ame sense as it is said
thet He maketh even the wiath of mun to praise him.

And wlide the world thus marks and rejoices in. and
m sonre cases returns thanks to God for, the truly gloricus
common  blessongs which our loving and hencvolent Father
~hewers alike uprn the evil and the just, let our hearts not
only rejoive in the<e things, but also in the higher spiritual
favor~ hestowed upon the sons of God, giving thanks always
and for all thing~ unto God the Father in the name of our
Loid Jewns Christ.

Traly this 1s a happy frame of mind to be in, and tho<e
who cau do this at all times and under all eircumstances
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have reached aa enviable altitude of Christian character and
eaperience. All about us are trials and vexations on every
hand, and the man or woman who has become s0 supertor
to these that he takes cognizance only of the end to be gained
by this 1efining process, and who therefore patiently and
even thankfully submits to the painful ordeals i hope of
the glorious end designed by Divine Providence, may also
confidently rejoice in hope of the final reward of the over-
comers.

Along with this beautiful frame of mind produced Ly
the indwelling spirit of God, the Apostle also links the grace
of humility or submission—*submitting your-elves one to
another in the fear of God.” Where the spirit of joy and thank-
fulness reigns pride finds no place, but eacl, 1m lowhness of
mind and m the fear of God, submits him~elf to the other
for helptul, loving counsel or criticism. to the end that so,
by mutually taking heed to the word of the Loid and secking
to measure up to all 1ts requirements, the bride of Christ
may make herself ready for the mariiage.

It is 1n view of the urgent necessity of sober watchfulness
and attentien to the will of the Lord regarding us that the
Apostle calls upon all who are to any extent intoxicated and
stupefied by the spirit of the world, saying. “Awake, thou that
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee
light."—TPut away the worldly spirit and awake to the im-
portance of being filled with the spirit of God, and look to
lim for the light that will surely follow, with its hlessed,
invigorating and health-giving influences

See then that ye walk circumspectly [carcfully, picking
vour steps, Oh, how carefully we mu-t tread this nurrow
way '] not like iznorant persona, hut as wise men, securing the
season for your-elves [ ling advantage of your opportum-
ties] because the days are evil. [The times are peitlous,
and only by sobriety and the wisdom of meekness <hall we
be able to walk this narrow way to its glorious termnus t

“Wherefore,” he adds, “be ye not unwise hut uncer~tand-
ing what the will of the Lord i<.” And may the will of God
and the joy and peace of God fill our hearts and leave no
room for the spirit of the world to intrude upon us.

JOSHUA THE TYPICAL HIGH PRIEST

1. QUAR,,

Golden Text—“Seeing then that we have a
Priest, that 1s passed mto the heavens, Jesus,
God, let us hold tast our protession.”—lHeh. 4:14,

Although this chapter 1s not stated to be a vision, that
is the mference. It will be remembered that a mixed multi-
tude of those who trusted in God’s promuses, out of all the
tribes, hoad returned from Babylon to the Iloly Land. They
had endeavored as hest they could to restore the temple and
its <ervices. and Joshua was the lHigh Priest; but withal
their matters wete m but a poor condition, very unlike the
former gloy of Solomon’s time, The objeet of this vision
was 1 purt, no doubt, to encourage the then fainting hearts
of Fsiacl, and to lead them {o tiust in the acceptableness of
their humble arrangements for God’s serviee,

However, the vision’s special signifieance is as a prophecy,
m o which the hiteral Joshua, of the prophet’s time, has nothing
whatever o do.  Ounr interpretation of the vision, briefly
stated, vould he about as follows —

Joshua {ypified the entire “church of the first-born ones”
dwying the present hife—heset and opposed by their adversary,
Catan. Our Lord Jesus 1y 1epresented by the head and his
consertated followers hy the body of the typical High Priest.
Al ere opposed hy the same adver-ary, for “he was tempted
o alt points hilke a< we are, yet withont sin.”  The bod,l/‘of
Joshun wes represented as clothed in filthy garmente—which
represents the fact that “all our [the church’s] righteousness
i~ as BIthy rags 7 .

The havge of raiment typifies the removal of our sins
and the providing instead of Clhirict’s righteousness in and
throreh God's wranged way—Claist’s savrifice—which was
not then made known  The announcement of the angel to
the o leansed Jochua (verse 7) correspond. to the church’s
ol ralfime {o {he divine nature and kingdom of God after
it~ wendirs have heen justified by faith in Christ.

Viia S addresses Joshua «eparately from the under priest-
hond (—=Tns body—just as our Lord and the 1oyal priesthood

LESSON TV,

great High
the Son of

JAN, 22,

zeen, 3:1-10.

under him—his body—are sometimes addressed separately),
telling them that they are not the reality, but merely types
of the true Christ. “Hear now. O Joshua the lhigh pricest,
and thy compantons, sitting before thee, for they are sign-men
[or types]. For, lo, I am about to bring i my ([real]
Servant the Sprout”—a fresh sprout—one not of the old
Adamic stock, blighted and dying because of original sin, but
a new sprout, having fresh vitality: holy, harmless and
separate from sinners, and yet a man—*the man Christ Jesus.”

Using another symbol, a stone, the Chief Corner Stone,
to represent this coming One, verse 9 declares: “Behold the
stone that I have laid before Joshua [the type]. TUpon that
one stone rest seven eyes [perfect or divine wisdom, seven
representing perfection and an eye representing knowledge.]
Behold, I will engrave the engraving thereof, saith Jehovah
of hosts. [God is superintending the engraving of hLis charae-
ter and law upon all the “living stones” of the church—the
hody of Christ—as surely as he superintended the trial de-
velopment of our Lord. the Chief Corner Sione: as it is
written, They shall be all taught of God.]—1 Pet. 2:4-7.

“And I will remove the iniquity [unfruitfulness, ete., as
well as sin] of the land in one day [the Millennjal day—
“a day with the Lord is as a thonsand vears” with men].
“Im that day. saith Jehovah of hosts, ve shall call every man
his neighbor, under the vine and under the fig tree.”

The Goldcn Text is very appropriate. Our Tiord, the
Captain of our salvation. has heen proved perfect through
obedience to the thines which he suffered; and now, in the
completing of his hody-members. he stands not only as our
Redeemer, to make us fit to stand trial under the high-calling,
and al<o as our Hzample of how to overcome. but more: he,
as our IHigh Priest. makes good our unintentional short-com-
ings, and also stands ready to succor all his consecrated mem-
bers—promi«ing that we shall not be tempted ahove that we
are able to bear, because he will provide, for such, ways of
escape.

ZERUBBABEL THE TYPICAL BUILDER

I. QUAR., LISSON Vv, JAN, 29, zrcr, 4:1-10.

Golden T rt-—“Not by might. nor hy power, but hy my
spirit, waith Jchovah of hodts "—Verse 6

This. like the vision of the preceding lesson, was doubtless
intended to encourage the Israehites living at the time it
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was given; but, like it also, its chief lesson belonged not to
them, but to us.—1 Pet. 1.12.

The golden candlestick (literally, lamp) with seven
branches (or burners) is the same as that which, in the
typical Tabernacle and Temple, shed the only light of “The
Holy.” The same seven lamps in one are brought to our
attention in the Book of Revelation (1:20), and there ex-
plained to symbolize the church of Christ during the present
time. The seven represents perfection or completeness; hence
as a whole the lump-stand represents all the #rue saints or
hght-bearers in all the various phases of the Nomwnal Church
development.—Rev, 2:1, 5.

The o1l represents the holy spumt which, burning in the
true believers, causes the illumination of the sanctified in
Christ Jesus.

The two olive trees from which the olive oil proceeds to
the seven lamps we understand to be typical of the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments—God’s two witnesses. The
holy spirit is “the spirit of the truth;” and God’s Word is
truth! God explained this to Zerubbabel (verse 6), saying,
“Not by an army nor by force but by my spuwit |the spirit of
the Truth—the spirit or influence of God given through hi»
exceeding great and precious promises, etec.—the olive trees—
(2 Pet. 1-4) the Word}. saith Jehovah of hosts. 1Who art
thou, O great mountain before Zerubbabel? Thou shalt be-
come a plain. and he shall bring on the headstone with
shoutings, erying, Grace, grace unto it.”

A mountain symbolizes a kingdom; and the one here
represented as an obstruction before Zerubbabel typifies
Satan’s kingdom—the dominion of evil under the Prince of
this world. Zerubhabel typifies Christ. His name signifies
“a shoot [or sprout] out of Babylon.” Literally, he was a son
or shoot out of David and Jesse (as our Lotd also is called).
and secondly, as a sprout out of Babylon [confusion], he was
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a further type of Christ, who was out of, and yet separate
from, sin and all mixture of evil. Undoubtedly the people of
that day understood Zerubbabel to be the branch or shoot men-
tioned in the vision of Chapter 3:8, not reahizing that Zerub-
babel and Joshua were but types of Christ, in whom the two
offices of King and Priest would be combined.

VERSES 9, 10 blend the type and the antitype. Zerubbabel
had begun the rebuilding of the literal Temple, and the people
understood that it would be completed by him. They might
not then despise the humble beginning of the work, but rejoice
to see it progress under his direction—realizing that the seven
eyes (1. e., the perfect wisdom of God which holds survey of all
the earth) were superintending the work.

The real application of these verses is to Christ, who hegan
the construction of the true temple of God—*“which temple
ye are.” His earthly ministry and the work of his followers
have all along seemed small and weak, and far from what
might be expected by any respecting so great a temple for so
grand a purpose. But those who realize the situation from
God’s standpoint can rejoice in the outcome, realizing the
Lord’s promise that “the day of small things,” the day of
suffering, the day of trials, will soon give place to the Millen-
nial day of jov, perfection and blessing. The de-pi~ed “little
flock,” whom the world knows not. even as it knew not its
Master, will soon be glorified with him, and share his kingdom.
The poor, rich in faith, and those that are nought, and that
are despised, and that are foolish according to the ‘wisdom of
this world, are soon to be gloriously manifested as the Sons of
God, the body of Christ and the embodiment of divine wisdom
and power and love, that as his kingdom they. with Christ
their Lord and Head, mavy. as the “Sun of Righteousness,”
shine forth in blesgsing and life to the groaning creation—al-
ready redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus eighteen cen-
turies ago.—Mal. 4-2; Matt. 13:43

BACK TO THE HOLY LAND

There i~ a report from Jerusalem that Baron Edmond de
Rothschild has completed negotiations with the Turkish gov-
ernment for the establishment of Jewish colonies on the

Rothschild lands in Palestine. and also for permitting Russian
Jews to settle there.—New York Sun.
Thus the restoration of Ysrael progresses.

AT CLOSE OF DAY

If you sit down at set of sun

And count the acts that you have done,
And, counting, find

One self-denying act, one word

That eased the heart of him who heard,
One glance most kind,

That fell like sunshine where it went—

Then you may count that day well spent.

But if through all the livelong day
You’ve cheered no heart by yea or nay;
If through it all
You’ve nothing done that you can trace,
That brought the sunshine to one face;
No act most small,
That helped some soul at trifling cost—
Then count that day as worse than lost.
—~Nelected.

Vor. XIV
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No. 2

A WORD TO METHODISTS

FROM BISHOP FOSTER.

The following earnest and solemn words frcm Bishop Fos-
ter have appeared in various Methodist Jourrais, and in tract
form. He certainly gives his trumpet no uncertain sound.

“The Church of God is today courting the world. Its
members are trying to bring it down to the level of the un-
godly. The bdll, the theatre, nude and lewd art, social lux-
uries with all their loose moralities, are making inroads into
the sacred inclosure of the church; and as a satisfaction for
all this worldliness, Christians are making a great deal of
Lent and Easter and Good Triday and church ornamentations.
It is the old trick of Satan. The Jewish Church struck on
that rock, the Romish Church was wrecked on it, and the
Protestant Church is fast reaching the same doom.

“Our great dangers, as we see them, are assimilation to
the world, neglect of the peor, substitution of the form for the
fact of godliness, abandonment of discipline, a hireling min-
istry, an impure gospel, which, summed up, is a fashionable
church. That Methodists should be liable to such an outcome,
and that there should be signs of it in a hundred years from
the ‘sail loft,” seems almost a miracle of history: hut who
that looks about him today can fail to see the fact?

“Do not Methodists, in violation of God’s Word and their
own Discipline, dress as extravagantly and as fashionably as
any other class? Do not ladies, and often the wives and
daughters of the ministry, put on ‘gold and pearls and costly
array?” Would not the plain dress insisted upon by John
Wesley, Bishop Asbury, and worn by Hester Ann Rogers, Lady

Huntington, and many others equally distinguished, be now
regarded in Methodist circles as fanatietsm”  Can any one
going into the Methodist church m any ot our chief cities
distinguish the attire of the communicants from that of the
theatre and ball goers? Is not worldhness seen in the music?
Elaborately dressed and ornamented chorrs, w ho 1n many ca~es
make no profession of religion, and are often sneering skeptics,
wo through a cold, artistic or operatie performance which i-
as much in harmony with spnitual worship as an opera or
theatre. Under such worldly performance spirituality is frozen
to death.

“Formeily every Methodist attended class-meeting and gave
a testimony of experimental 1religion: now the class-meeting
is attended by very few, and in many churches it is abandened.
Seldom do even the stewards, trustees and leaders of the church
attend class-meeting.  Formerly nearly every Methodist prayed.
testified or evhorted in prayer-meeting; now bhut very few are
heard. Formerly shouts and praises were heard; now such
demonstrations of holy eathusinsm and jov are regarded as
fanaticism.

“Worldly socials, fairs, festivals, concerts. and such like,
have taken the place of the religious gatherings, revival meet-
ings, class and prayer-mestings of earlier davs.

“How true tha* the Methodist Discipline is a dead letter
Tts rules forbid the wearing of vold, or pearls, or costly array:
vet no one ever thinks of disciplining anv of its members fou
violating them They forbid the reading of such books and
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