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the spirit of Christ toward the other. This is probably based 
on the statement that the contention was sharp between them. 
But the expression does not imply that either one was abusive 
or unkind to the other; but rather, that both were positive in 
their mental decisions on the subject, and so expressed them- 
sel\ es and so acted.

The difficulty, however, was on the part of Barnabas. Paul 
was the “ Apostle to the Gentiles,”  the “ chosen vessel”  of the 
Lord to bear his name to the Gentiles; while Barnabas was 
honored m being his associate and helper in the work. Paul’s 
course nas the one that was being specially directed, guided 
and supervised by the Lord (notice specially chapter 16:9), 
and Barnabas should have recognized the apostleship of Paul, 
and, so far as his judgment would permit, he should have 
deferied to Paul's judgment. But, instead, he placed him­
self as the superior and director, and “ determined to take with 
them John, whose surname was Mark.”  But Paul, remember­
ing John’s foi mor unfaithfulness in forsaking them in the 
midst of the work, w.isely deemed it inexpedient to trust him 
on this occasion, and objected. Instead of continuing in com­
pany and co-operation with this “ chosen vessel of the Lord,” 
and humbly deferring to his judgment in a matter where con­
science was not at stake, or of trusting the Lord to correct the 
Apostle's mistakes, if he made them, Barnabas preferred to 
leave this favored position of service and to go out himself 
with John.

The whole appearance favors the opinion of some that 
Barnabas let a little pride take root in his heart; that it was 
first manifested when he “ determined”  to take John with them, 
whether Paul approved the arrangement or not; and that it 
speedily giew until it separated him from the special privileges 
of service which he had hitherto enjoyed in company and co- 
opeiation with the Apostle. Another brother stepped into his 
place, and it is quite significant that we never hear of Barna­
bas again. He lost his opportunity, which, seemingly, he failed 
to appreciate because pride raised up a little root of bitter­
ness.

Having been joined by Timothy and Luke, the Apostle and 
Silas took ship for Macedonia, no longer in doubt as to the

will of the Lord; and there they went to one of the chief 
cities—Philippi. Their first success in reaching hearing ears 
was on the Sabbath day, when they sought and found a com­
pany of worshipers at the river-side, to whom they preached 
the gospel (verses 12, 13), some of whom, at least, received 
it gladly. And one of the specially interested ones is par­
ticularly mentioned as manifesting her love for the Lord and 
the truth by her works.

There is in this account that which is indicative of a very 
proper and beautiful spirit on the part of both Lydia and these 
ministers of the gospel, in both the offer and acceptance of 
hospitality. Lydia evidently considered that it would be a 
great favor to entertain these representatives of the Lord—• 
not because they wore fine clothing or bore titled names—but 
because they had borne to her a message from the Lord. There­
fore she said, “ If ye have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord [and so worthy to entertain his ministers], come into 
my house and abide there.”  She wanted to show her love to 
the Lord by her works. It is manifest also on the part of 
these brethren, that they did not intrude, and were not in 
haste even to accept the proffered hospitality. They questioned 
the convenience and ability of the sister to thus entertain 
them; for it was not until she constrained or urged them that 
they accepted her invitation.

From this lesson we learn: (1) To be careful observers of 
God’s providential leadings while actively pressing on to do 
his service. (2) As the Apostle was left to use his judgment, 
and was only miraculously directed when he had no other 
means of judging the Lord’s will, so we should expect with 
all God’s people. And since now the Word of the Lord’s testi­
mony is complete, and helps for its study are multiplied, we 
should all the less expect miraculous interventions, visions 
and revelations from the Lord. Nevertheless, if we should 
have a striking dream seeming to admonish us of some 
neglected duty or opportunity, or reminding us of some Scrip­
ture teaching, let us profit by it thus—never, however, rely­
ing for counsel or faith upon anything but what can be proved 
by the Word of God. (3) The Lord himself exercises a su­
pervision of his own work.

V ol. XIV ALLEGHENY, PA., JULY 1 AND 15, 1893 Nos. 13 and 14

VIEW FROM THE TOWER

It is becoming more and more evident to the religious 
leaders of Christendom, that the various sectarian creeds will 
not much longer serve to hold together the membership of 
their several organizations. Hence new schemes are being 
formed to take the places long held by doctrines true and 
false, to unite the people, behind denominational fences, on 
other than doctrinal lines. The opening of the eyes of men’s 
understandings is progressing at a marvelous pace, and the 
unreasonableness, and deformity and absurdity of the various 
creeds aie becoming apparent to the most obtuse. What once 
pn"ed for tiuth without a question, because promulgated by 
clerics or councils is now boldly challenged for reasonable and 
Sculptural authoiitv. A prominent Presbyterian clergyman, 
Rev T. DeWitt Talmage, is reported to have said:—

"I Mould that this unfortunate controversy about the con- 
fo=-ion of faith had not been forced upon the church; but 
now, since it is on, I say, Away with it, and let us have a 
new ciced”

Another. Rev Saw in. of Trov, N. Y.. said recently: —
“ I do not like the idea of Calvinism: Calvin was a mur- 

dcict and a scoundrel. He said many good things and those 
I accept, but the church should be an exponent of the gospel, 
and not of Calvinism.”

fndeed one cannot read the daily press without realizing 
that the gieat nominal church, of all denominations, is being 
shakin fioni center to eircurnfeienoe. The strife of tongues 
anion" bolh the cleigv and the laity is sending consternation 
thiouohnut all Chi Mendoin.

In tin-, extremity of Eeclesiasticism a happy thought 
Annie -'m e one. and it has found an echo throughout the 
lei'L'th and biendth of Christendom. It was to send the Mace­
donian < i '■ mound the world, to all its heathen priests and 
apo-tlc-. tr, ‘ Come over and help us.”  And the heathen have 
In a id and heeded the cry; and Christian ministers are look- 
in" foia.ud Milh high hopes to this grand ecumenical council 
of all the Mdigions of the woild, to be held in Chicago next 
Scptcndii r, confessedly for suggestions as to how they may 
get up a new ieligion that will be acceptable, if possible, to 
the vliolo world.

\ proTinnord New England Congregational minister, Rev.

G. Johnson, is reported to have said with reference to it :— 
“ For seventeen days these various religions will have the

opportunity to assert themselves.................. It will be strange,
too, if we do not learn something ourselves. In every religion 
there is some trace of God; and what are the false religions 
but the broken and distorted echoes of the voice of Jehovah ?” 

The Rev. Mr. Barrows, of Chicago, sooke enthusiastically 
of the friendly relations manifested among Protestant min­
isters, Catholic priests, Jewish rabbis, and, in fact, the think­
ing heads of all religions extant, by the correspondence in 
reference to the great Chicago parliament. He says:—

“ The old idea that the religion to which I belong is the 
only true one, is out of date. There is something to be learned 
from all religions, and no man is worthy of the religion he 
represents unless he is willing to grasp any man by the hand 
as his brother. Some one has said that the time is now ripe 
for the best religion to come to the front. The time for a 
man to put on any airs of superiority about his particular 
religion is past. Here will meet the wise man, the scholar 
and the prince of the East in friendly relation with the arch­
bishop, the rabbi, the missionary, the preacher and the priest. 
They will sit together in congress for the first time. This, it 
is hoped, will help to break down the barriers of creed. All 
religions are but the imperfect rays shining from our Father.” 

The Rev. T. Chalmers, of the Disciples Church, says:— 
“ This first Parliament of Religions seems to be the har­

binger of a still larger religious fraternity—a fraternity that 
will combine into one icorld religion what is best, not in one 
alone, but in all of the great historic faiths. It may be that, 
under the guidance of this larger hope, we shall need to revise 
our phraseology and speak more of religious unity, than of 
Christian unity. I rejoice that all the great cults are to be 
brought into touch with each other, and that Jesus will take 
his place in the companionship of Gautama, Confucius and 
Zoroaster.”

The Neio York Sun, in an editorial on this subject, re­
cently said: —

“ We cannot make out exactly what the Parliament pro­
poses to accomplish.................... It is possible, however, that
the Chicago scheme is to get up some sort of a new and com-

“Take counsel together, and it shall come to naught; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us.”— Isa. 8:10-16.
J.
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pound religion, which shall include and satisfy every variety 
of religious and irreligious opinion [we would add—of note 
or influence]. It is a big job to get up a new and eclectic 
religion satisfactory all around; but Chicago is confident that 
it can finish up the business on the 27th of next September.”

The various religions of earth will set forth their claims 
as to points of superiority until Sept. 26th, when as per an­
nouncement a conclusion will be sought, the theme for that 
day being, .“ The religious union of the whole human family.” 
On the next and last day, the Parliament will consider, “ The 
elements of perfect religion as recognized and set forth in the 
different faiths,”  with a view to determining the character­
istics of the ultimate religion,”  and “ the center of the coming 
religious unity of mankind.”  Is it possible that thus, by their 
own confession, Christian (?) ministers are unable, at this 
late day, to determine what should be the center of religious 
unity, or the characteristics of perfect religion? Are they 
indeed so anxious for a “ world religion”  that they are willing 
to sacrifice any or all the principles of true Christianity, and 
even the name “ Christian,”  if necessary, to obtain it? Even 
so, they confess. “ Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, 
thou wicked and slothful servant,”  saith the Lord. The pre­
ceding days of the conference will be devoted to the setting 
forth of the various religions by their respective represen­
tatives.

The scheme is a bold and hazardous one, but it should 
open the eyes of every true child of God to several facts that 
are manifest. (1) That the nominal Christian church has 
reached its last extremity of hope in its ability to stand, under 
the searching judgments of this day when “ the Lord hath a 
controversy with his [professed] people”—nominal spiritual 
Israel. (Mieali 6:1, 2) (2) That instead of repenting of
their back-slidings and lack of faith and zeal and godliness, 
and thus seeking a return of divine favor, they are endeavor­
ing, by a certain kind of union and co-operation, to support 
one another, and to call in the aid of the heathen world to 
help them to withstand the judgments of the Lord in expos­
ing the errors of their human creeds and their misrepresenta­
tions of his worthy character. (3) This willingness to com­
promise Christ and his gospel, for the sake of gaining the 
friendship of the world and its emoluments of power and in­
fluence, should he evident to every thinking person. (4) Their 
blindness is such that they are unable to distinguish truth 
from error, or the spirit of the truth from the spirit of the 
world, and tlrev have already lost sight of the doctrines of 
Christ.

Doubtless temporary aid will come from the source whence 
it is so enthusiastically sought; hut it will he only a prepa­
ratory step which will involve the whole world in the impend­
ing doom of Babylon, causing the kings and merchants and 
traders of the whole earth to mourn and lament for this 
great city.—Rev. 18:9, 11, 17.

THE NEXT RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE AT JERUSALEM
Another movement, having the same general end in view, 

has already been proposed, and doubtless took practical shape, 
at the celebration of the Foirrth of July in the city of Phila­
delphia. The proposition, as clipped from the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, is as follows: —

THE PROPOSED U NION OF SECTS
“ Independence Hall on the day of the celebration will he 

the scene of a meeting of representatives of the different sects 
in this city, at which resolutions will be adopted setting forth 
the scope of the proposed celebration of the advent of the 
twentieth century of Christianity by an international gather­
ing at Jerusalem six years hence. The preliminary steps were 
taken yesterday in historic Carpenter’s Hall. The idea, it is 
said, seems to take all over the United States. All seem to 
think that it is appropriate, and that it comes appropriately 
from America. It is proposed to send the resolutions to the 
World’s Fair Commission and have them notify the represen­
tatives of all nations, governments and provinces there assem­
bled of this glorious conception.

“ Dr. McCook spoke of the difficulties in the way. ‘The 
differences,’ he said, ‘were sentimental and conscientious. If 
Israelites, Mohammedans and all others can thus meet, it will 
be an auspicious opening for the twentieth century. They say, 
We want to get the Anglicans, Russians, Germans, Roman 
Catholics, Greek Orientals. Nestorians, and all others. There 
is no objection in regard to sect or denomination in such a 
meeting. It simply brings the human family together.’

“ A committee which shall have power to enlarge its num­
bers was appointed to push the movement. The idea is to 
have the proposed resolutions prepared by the different sects 
and read at the meeting in Independence Hall on July 4 
before they are sent to Chicago.”

This movement will doubtless supplement and further con­
firm the results of the great Chicago Parliament, the design

of which is the “religious unity of the race”  no matter what 
the character of the religion may be; for, as some of the 
projectors affirm, they think the present is no time for Chris­
tians to put on any airs of superiority about their particular 
kind of religion. This is the day of compromises demanded by 
“the exigencies of these times” of Babylon’s judgment. And 
the compromises, they realize, must be made, or the whole 
structure of “ Christendom”— i. e., “ Babylon,”  must hopelessly 
perish.

We cannot afford, say the various denominations of Prot­
estantism, to ignore and disfellowship that great branch of 
Christendom, the Church of Rome [“ Babylon the great, the 
mother of harlots” ]. All are now in haste to erase from their 
creeds those articles referring to Papacy as the Antichrist; 
and they say, We must secure Roman Catholic co-operation 
and assistance at any cost, while the Papacy only holds back 
for the privilege of dictating the terms of co-operation—which 
will be hers or none at all. The same compromising spirit io 
also manifest in the desire and effort to unite the vaiious sects 
of Protestantism. In the more honest moods of former times 
Christians drifted apart because of their honest conceptions or 
misconceptions of divine truth; but now, too ignoble to con­
fess their errors, yet anxious for union, they are ready to com­
promise their views of truth and their consciences for the 
sake of unity.

This was very noticeable in the late Presbyterian Assembly 
at Washington, D. C., in their consideration of the overtuies 
of the Protestant Episcopal church for unity and co-operation. 
When one gentleman, Dr. Hollifield, ventured to remind the 
assembly of its duty of honest consistency and fidelity to con­
scientious convictions, he was speedily silenced, and his un­
popular utterances weie frowned upon and denounced as un­
charitable and unchristian, because against the present clerical 
policy of union and compromise.

Dr. Hollifield said he thought the committee on church 
unity made a mistake when it proposed to shift the discussion 
from the differences between the two great ecclesiastical bodies 
named, to those in which they were in harmony. He was 
aware that the propositions were made with the best inten­
tions in view; but he did not believe the unity hoped for 
could be secured by the means proposed. Tt was these dif­
ferences, and not those points on which they were in accord. 
that had produced their alienation. The causes of the aliena­
tion should first be removed. The differences were not of 
minor importance: they were of a serious character. One 
obstacle was the Romish doctrines and practices of many 
(and a constantly increasing numhei) of the Protestant Epis­
copal churches. Many of them were so high— or, he would 
say, so low—that a stranger visiting one of them might mis­
take it for a Roman Catholic church. The Episcopal high 
church, he said, was nothing more nor less than a back door 
to Rome. This state of affairs was a barrier to Christian 
unity in its full sense, for they could not afford to enter into 
relations with a church whose tiend was Homeward, if they 
were to be true to a pure gospel. This fidelity to a sacred 
trust, he said, is all the more imperative at the pre-ent. when 
Rome is finding a firmer foothold on our shoies.

But this earnest exhortation found no i espouse' in the 
hearts of other members of the assembly, and even this gen­
tleman, in remaining in the organization, must submit his 
conscience in the matter to its majority decision, and thu- 
become a partaker of their sins. His only proper eouise under 
these convictions would be to step out.— Rev. 18 - -I. 5 

“ RELIGIOUS RIOTS ARE ABROAD”
There is something very significant in the repoiteil ad\ ltv 

of Mr. Talmage to his congregation recently. He lamed the 
question, What position shall we take with leg.ud to the le- 
ligious controversies now' distracting the church'' and then 
replied:—

“ Stay out of it. While these religious riots aie abio.nl, 
stay at home and attend to business. Why. how do ion ex­
pect a man only five or six foot high to wade through an 
ocean a thousand feet deep9 1 have not given two minutes 
in thirty years to studying the eontrovei sial points of ie- 
ligion; and if I live thirty yenis innie I shall no! give one- 
thirtieth of a second to them. The woild is now being 
cieeded to death. The young men now onteiing the ininEtiy 
are being launched into the thickest foq that crr>- bisit a 
coast.”

What confession! and what advice fiom a professed min­
ister of the Gospel of Christ! lie sees the chinches flounder­
ing about in a dense fog of ignorance and «upei stition. wd'i 
dangerous rocks upon which their bulks mar be dashed at 
any moment: jet. by his own confession, he h a s  not spent 
two minutes in tliiitv j-eais in “ eirnesflv contending for the 
faith once deliveied to the saints.” nor in studx ing to show 
himself “ a workman approved unto God. rightIj dividing the
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word of truth;”  but has contented himself with delivering 
eloquent addresses to please the itching ears of an admiring 
public, instead of using his talents as a wise and faithful 
steward of lus Master’s goods. Such the Lord seems to de­
nominate “ wicked and slothful servants.”

But it is becoming more and more impossible to stay out 
of these controversies as he advises, and to remain neutral 
in the midst of the judgments of this Day of the Lord. The 
fire of this day will try every man’s work, of what sort it is 
(1 Cor. 3:13) ; and if his faith is built with the stubble of 

error it will surely perish.
The only safe way for any child of God to do is to ignore 

the advice of all such time-serving shepherds, and to see to it 
that his faith is securely founded upon the Rock, Christ 
Jesus, our Redeemer and Lord; and that its superstructure 
is built only with the gold and silver of inspired truth. But 
to do this, he would best take the advice of the Lord and 
the apostles in preference to that of Mr. Talmage or others.— 
“ Search the Scriptures,”  and believe their testimony, rejecting 
all that is contrary to them. “ To the law and to the testi­
mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.”— Isa. 8:20.

What, indeed, may we expect to be the character of the 
“ new,”  “eclectic” “world religion”  which is to be evolved out 
of the present disorder and confusion—out of the present 
“ thick fogs,”  “ religious riots,”  and “ ecclesiastical hysterics,”  
as the present unrest is variously designated by prominent 
clergymen; when the leaders of Christendom have lost their 
landmarks and see nothing in Christianity whereof to boast 
over the superstitions of heathenism? Consistency would call 
in their missionaiics.

The church of Rome is determined that the character of 
the coining “ world religion”  shall be Papal, and is making 
every possible effort to that end. It is reported that within 
the last year Pope Leo XIII, in negotiations with the Greek 
Catholic church, has practically brought within view the re­
union of the long separated Greek and Roman Catholic 
churches. And every intelligent observer of the times knows 
of his policy and its progress here.

The spectacle of Christendom today is indeed unique. On 
the one hand the power of the disintegrating elements is 
strikingly conspicuous, while on the other, the tendency to 
unity is veiy pionounced. The spirit of liberty and independ­
ence of thought and action, the increase of knowledge and 
general intelligence, and the awakening faculties and sensi­

bilities of all classes, are rapidly tending to disintegration of
the old creeds and of the great systems built upon them. The 
daily press reports a recent split, even in the Roman Catholic 
church in France, which is significant of the disintegrating 
work, even in the strongest holds of superstition. Thus men 
are being shaken apart and made to stand alone upon their 
own convictions.

Such is the natural tendency of the present times in ac­
cordance with the Lord’s design. The tendency to unity is, 
on the contrary, an artificial one and the efforts in that direc­
tion are made for policy’s sake by those whose financial and 
social interests are bound up with the old tottering systems. 
The clergy are making use of their office to withstand the 
inevitable current of the present natural tendency; and they 
will doubtless succeed for a time, but only to make the final 
outcome more appalling.

The one thing most desired by the clergy, whose craft and 
reputation and honors are in danger, and which they, as a 
class, are most earnestly striving for, is union at any cost; 
because in union there is strength. But thus saith the Lord 
of hosts by the mouth of the Prophet Isaiah (Isa. 8:9, 10), 
“ Associate yourselves, 0  ye people, and ye shall be broken in 
pieces; and give ear, all ye [heathen] of far countries; gird 
yourselves and ye shall be broken in pieces. Take counsel 
together and it shall come to naught; speak the word and it 
shall not stand.”

“ SHE SHALL NOT BE MOVED”
But, while assuring us that the nominal church will be 

utterly broken to pieces in this her judgment day, after, by 
her own strife of tongues, she has confessed her own blind­
ness to truth and reason, her own nakedness, so far as the 
robe of Christ’s righteousness, and her own unfaithfulness to 
her espoused Lord, God assures us it shall not be so with 
his true church. Hidden for centuries in the great mass of 
tares of the nominal systems, the true chuich as represented 
by its living members will now be manifested; although the 
world which knew not her Lord and Head will not recognize 
her worth or beauty. But the Lord knoweth them that are 
his, and will be gathering his elect ones out of the various 
divisions of Babylon, and will bless and feed them, while 
Babylon is falling. Hence now the cry, “ Come out of her 
[Babylon] my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues.” (Rev. 18:4) The 
peaceful keeping of his true Zion, by the Lord, throughout 
this stormy day, of judgments upon civil, religious, social and 
financial systems, is shown in prophetic symbology in Psalm 46.

MAN AND WOMAN IN GOD’S ORDER
[We devote considerable space in this issue to the consideration of woman’s sphere, as viewed from the Bible standpoint; 

especially in the light of the Apostle Paul’s teachings. A very general misunderstanding of the Apostle’s words has fostered a 
spirit of doubt as to his divine inspiration, and thus proved a steppingstone to Infidelity. Such doubts having once gotten con­
trol of the mind are apt to lead to the extreme of so-called Woman’s Rights— forcing some to an extreme or that side of the ques­
tion as others have gone to an extreme on the opposite side: making women mere slaves, drudges or ent irtainers for men—er 
roneously supposing that the apostles so taught. These articles may therefore be considered as supplemental to our defense of 
the apostolic authority and inerrancy, present in our issue of May 1st, and are called forth in response to many inquiries.]

t\ hilp we recognize the fact that, as spiritual new crea­
tures in Christ Jesus, we arc not esteemed of God on account 
of pedigree, station or sex; that, in his estimation of worthi­
ness for the heirship of the coming kingdom, “there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female, for we are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal.
3- 28). and are “ all called in one hope of our calling” (Fph.
4 - 4), it is nevertheless true that we are still in the flesh and 
that \\e ha\e to do with caithlv conditions; and, further, 
that upon our proper attitude in the various relationships of 
life, and our faithful observance of the teachings of the Scrip- 
tuies with reference to them, our worthiness or unworthiness 
of divine favor is judged. While every question of moral 
rights pud obligations is pushed to the front in this “ day of 
preparation” (Nahum 2:31. this subject is coming forward 
for consideration and ventilation, as many infidels and even 
Chri-tinns are claiming that the Bible tenelies domestic slavery.

It will tlieiefoie be our endeavor to present as briefly as 
possible what we bolie\e to be the Sciiptmal view of this sub­
ject. a"iiied that, whatever mav be the human prejudices of 
various indi\iduaK. God’s Word is the onlv safe guide to the 
truth. His Word is bv no meins silent with reference to it; 
and an examination of all its testimonv on the subject will, 
we believe, entiiely silence in the estimation of all fair minded 
Christians the above mentioned eharge against the Bible.

'I he first testimonv of the Bible on this subject, aside from 
the statemrnt that the man was made first and the woman 
subsequently as his capable helper and suitable companion, 
is found in God’s slatement to the woman after the eating of 
the forbidden fruit—“ Thy dcsiie shall be unto thv husband,

and he shall rule over thee.”  While authority to rule is natur­
ally implied in the headship of the man (1 Cor. 11; 1 Tim. 
2 :13), yet, it is not difficult to see that the Lord referred to 
something more than this; for its mention is in connection 
with the penalty put upon woman, because of her share in 
the original sin. The implication is that her husband’s rule 
would be tyrannical, and that she would suffer injustice 
under it, which she wmuld not have suffered otherwise. And 
such has been the case: the rule or headship of the husband, 
which in perfection would have been a rule for the protection 
and in the interest of all the membeis of his family—a rule 
of love, a guidance rather—has in a majority of cases be­
come, through the fall, a rule of selfishness, and fear, and 
general imposition. Indeed some men will use this very 
Scripture as a justification of their course of selfish tyranny.

But while facts fully corroborate the Lord’s testimony on 
this subject, it is a great mistake to suppose that God’s will 
is done by those who thus misuse their natural headship. 
On the contrary, we should see in the expression God’s 
prophecy of the evil that would come upon womankind by 
reason of the fall of man from his original likeness of God. 
And. be it noted, the more degraded the man the more un­
feeling will he his treatment of the one whom he should love 
and cherish as his own bodv.

Man’s sphere in the world is pretty clearly defined as the 
head or chief of the creation, while the woman’s sphere as a 
help meet, for him. is a much more debatable one. The ques­
tion is. “ To what extent mav she help him1”’ While we be­
lieve that, according to the Bible teaching, she may help him 
to the extent of her ability and opportunity—in the home,
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the church and the world— we hear many dissenting voices in 
favor of very considerably circumscribing her influence, if not 
in the home, at least in the church and in the world. Let 
us hear, therefore, first, What saith the Scripture concerning—  

WOMAN’ S PLACE IN THE CHURCH
Peter, addressing the whole church, without respect to 

sex, says, “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, . . . .  that ye [all— male and female] should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Pet. 2 :9) And again 
we read (Isa. 61 :1), “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach,” etc. See also Luke 
4:18-20, where our Lord quotes and applies only a part of this 
prophecy to himself, leaving another portion of the commis­
sion which was not due in his day for the body of Christ—  
male and female— to declare. The word “because”  shows that 
the anointing is for the very purpose of fitting those so 
anointed— whether male or female— to preach the good tid­
ings. Therefore all of the anointed, male or female, Jew or 
Greek, bond or free, are anointed to preach.

In Heb. 5:12 Paul upbraids the church, making no dis­
tinction of sex, for inability to teach on account of neglect of 
opportunities to fit themselves for the work, saying, “For 
when for the time [spent] ye ought to be teachers, ye have 
need that one teach you again which be the first principles 
of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of 
milk and not of strong meat.” Again we read (1 Pet. 4 :10), 
“As each one [male or femalel has received a free gift, so 
minister the same one to another as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.” “Moreover,” says Paul (1 Cor. 4 :2 ), 
“it is required in stewards that they be found faithful.”  There 
is no distinction of sex here: each one, male or female, who 
possesses a talent or gift, becomes a steward of the same; and 
in the reckoning day the Lord will require each steward to 
give an account of his stewardship. Faithfulness is required 
of all in the use of all talents possessed.— Matt. 25:14-30.

In harmony with the teaching of these scriptures, that 
women, as well as men, are accountable to God for the use 
of their talents in the church, be they many or few, and also 
with the teaching of Paul, that the activity of every member 
of the body of Christ is necessary to the general health of the 
whole body, we have numerous precedents established in the 
Scriptures. Thus (1) the women who were the first set the 
sepulcher on the morning of the resurrection were sent by 
the Lord to bear the first message of his resurrection to the 
apostles. (2) The woman of Samaria with whom the Lord 
conversed, and to whom he was pleased to reveal himself as 
the Messiah, was not forbidden to go into the city and declare 
the news to many— which she did at once, leaving her water- 
pots and going in haste. And the result was that many be­
lieved through her testimony, however she may have declared 
it.— Tohn 4:28-30. 39.

\Ye find, too, that women, as well as men, shared the gift 
of prophecy, which the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 14:3, 4) defines 
to be “speaking to edification, exhortation and comfort”— i. e., 
teaching or exhorting according to the measure of the gift of 
God. (See also 1 Cor. 12:31) And in 1 Cor. 11 Paul admits 
the propriety of women publicly praying and prophesying, 
provided thev do so with becoming modesty, of which the 
covering of the head was in those times a special mark, par­
ticularly among the Greeks, here addressed. To ignore such 
a custom, as some seemed inclined to do when they began to 
realize the liberty of the gospel, would have brought reproach 
upon the cause of Christ, and also upon “the angels,” mes­
sengers or ministers of the Christian faith— the apostles and 
others.

We have some examples of prophesying, by women,— for 
instance, Anna (Luke 2:36-38) ; Philip’s four daughters (Acts 
21:8, 9) ; Miriam (Micah 6:1-4) ; Huldah (2 Chron. 34:21-28) 
and Deborah (Judges 4:4-24). And, further, we have the 
remarkable prophecy of Joel 2:28, 29, of which Peter claimed 
there was at least a partial fulfilment on the day of Pente­
cost, when the holy Spirit descended in power upon all present. 
(Acts 2:17, 18) Paul also mentions with evident apprecia­
tion the activity of certain females in the early church—  
notably Priscilla, Tryphena, Tryphosa, the mother of Rufus 
and Julia, the sister of Nereus. (Rom. 16; also Phil. 4:3) 
And in every instance, except 1 Cor. 16:19, where Priscilla 
and her husband Aquila are mentioned, Priscilla is mentioned 
first, as if she were the more prominent and active of the two. 
(See Rom. 16:3; 2 Tim. 4 :19 ; Acts 18:18, 26 R. V .)  She 
and her husband also accompanied Paul on one of his jour­
neys from Corinth to Ephesus, where they met Apollos and 
were both diligent in instructing him more perfectly in the 
truth. (Acts 18:18-26) Although the Scriptures are not ad­
dressed to the world, they utter no voice and establish no 
precedent contrary to female activity in the various legitimate

pursuits of life for which nature and education have fitted 
her. And though in times past female education wa-> at a 
very low ebb, and women were seldom fitted for other than 
domestic pursuits, we have a worthy example of one efficient 
female Judge in Israel— Deborah, the wife of Lapidoth (Judges 
4:4-24; 5:1-31) who was also a prophetess and evidently a 
woman of great ability and influence. Huldah, the v ife of 
Shallum (2 Kings 22:14-20), was also a prophetess to whom 
the king of Israel sent.

From all these indications we gather that God, who is 
no respecter of persons, requires faithfulness on the part of 
female as well as mule stewards in the use of all their talents, 
with no other restrictions than that they do so with that 
modesty which is specially becoming to their sex; and that, if 
God gives to any female member of the body of Christ a 
talent or special ability for teaching or prophesying, as she 
has done in the past, it is her privilege, and not only so. but 
her duty, to earnestly cultivate and use that talent as a wise 
and faithful stewardess. This the Apostle Paul also clearly 
teaches in 1 Cor. 12:28-31. when, after naming teaching as 
one of the best gifts, he urges all, without distinction of sex, 
to “covet earnestly the best gifts.”

WOMAN’ S RELATIONSHIP TO MAN
Let us next note what some consider a direct contradiction, 

of the foregoing Scriptural findings in the words of the 
Apostle Paul (1 Tim. 2 :12 )— “I suffer not a woman to teach, 
nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence” 
Ihesuchia, quietness]. But the Apostle proceeds to give his 
reason for the restriction; and in doing so he refers us back 
to the original relationship of Adam and Eve in the garden 
of Eden, saying, “ For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman, being deceived, be­
came a transgressor.” Turning to Genesis (2:16-18) we see 
that, before Eve was created, “God commanded the man, say­
ing, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat • but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not 
eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die.”

It is plain, then, that the Lord did not communicate 
directly with Eve, but with Adam, and that Eve received this 
warning from God through Adam. Thus Adam, under God, 
was the teacher, and Eve the learner. And it was right and 
proper, in this instance at least, that the woman should “learn 
in silence with all subjection,” as the Apostle counsels in 
1 Tim. 2:11. What right had she to object? God had taught 
her husband, and in giving her to him had imposed upon him 
the duties of a husband (a care-taker and provider for her), 
and in fulfilling this obligation Adam had communicated to 
Eve this knowledge which was necessary to her preservation 
and her harmony with God. Thus God taught the headship 
of man, which the Apostle would have the Corinthian church 
distinctly understand.— 1 Cor. 11:3.

In addressing himself to Eve the Adversary tempted her 
to disregard the warning of God through her husband. This 
she did, and that without even consulting Adam as to the 
propriety of heeding this new and strange instructor, who was 
evidently out of harmony with God. In acting thus, inde­
pendent both of God and of the natural protector which God 
had provided, the woman became a transgressor; and since 
she thus ignored God, she was left to her own judgment en­
tirely, and was deceived; not, however, as to the unrighteous­
ness of her course, but as to the result of that course, which 
she presumed would lead to greater blessing (knowledge), in­
stead of to death. And not only did she thus ignore Adam 
and the instruction of God through Adam, and act entirely 
upon her own judgment, but she further assumed to lead or 
teach Adam her new doctrine, thus reversing the divine order 
of headship. And in following this reversed order of head­
ship, Adam, though not deceived, also became a transgressor.

It is for this reason, says the Apostle, that I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man. But 
how to harmonize this restriction with the seemingly contrary 
scriptures already referred to still remains a difficult question 
to many; one, however, to which there surely mu«t be some 
solution. First, we would inquire. Does this order of headship 
inhere in mankind as a class, distinct from womankind, or 
does it apply merely in the relationship of husband and wife? 
That the former is true, is, we think, quite evident fiom 
1 Cor. 11:3, which reads, “I would have you know that the 
head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is 
the man; and the head of Christ is God ”

What, then, ave would inquire, is implied in this office of 
headship? The figure, we see. is drawn fiom that important 
member of the human body, the head, which is the chief mem­
ber— the member in which inheres the right of loadoi-hip and 
authority. And this interpretation is borne out by the pci feet
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lllu-ii.uioii ot headship in tlie lelation-lnp of Jehovah to 
Xhii-t In tlie one inhere-- the legislatixe, in the other a 
Jeh-LMteil cxccutixe pox'or. Jn aeeoiilance with the illustra­
tion. theieteie, the 1 olation.-lnp ot man to Clnist and of woman 
to in m should he that ot -uhseixiency . and if men and women 
w ei e pei tool the beautiful haimouy of such a relationship 
would x n Id [Hitset it j-l.iclnm to both, Alan would be in 
h.umony with tin l-t. woman m haiinony with man. and all 
m li.n nonx with delioxah. Thus the divine order of headship 
would unity -ill m the bonds of mutual love and peace.

Hut the question arises. How is this idea of headship com­
patible with the idea of individual hbertx— the glorious 
lib, i tv , f  ilie -oils of Hod'1 Is the illustration of head and 
bi-d\ to !>■■ pie-sed to its utmost limit here? The human body 
in He i11 li iievi peitomis an act except by the authority and 
, u-cut of the lnait, and the nix-tieal body of Christ (the 
i huiwh!, in health alw.ixs delights to know and to do the 
will ot t 'hi ist and ( ’bust luis ex or sought to know and do 
the r.ithei's will And so likewise if the human family xvere 
uniinpuiicd bv sin xtouian would enjoy her station and man 
would not misuse his strength, mental or physical, tyran­
nically Looking again at the perfect illustration of this 
: elat mu-hip betwien Jehovah and Christ, x\e see that the 
(idii of headship, mjhtly exeiei'cd, is entiiely compatible 
\. nil the gloi ions libeitv of sons of God. For, although Jeho- 
\ ill Is the head of Clnist, we see him delighting to honor 
bis Nun making him in turn the head of all principality and 
j ow ii (Cl >1 2 .10 ; l - ] 0 ;  F.ph. 1:10— Diaylott), and calling
upon all men to "honor the Son, even us they honor the 
l'ntIk i ” | for be is the Fatlioi's i epi esentative and the expiess 
image of bis pel-mil We see him al-o committing all judg­
ment unto the Son. lie fust pmved him and found him 
wmtlix of conndeie'e , and then, having made knoxvn his plans 
to him, be committed to him their execution. And so wTe 
mad •'The Father judgeth no man. but hath committed all 
1 mlgmeiit unto the Son” (John 5:22). and again, that “all 
powei in heaven and in earth” is gix’en unto liim.— Matt. 
2S IS!

Sul el v then; is no semblance of bondage in this relation­
ship of Chiist to Jehovah; but under Jehovah’s supieme head­
ship there is the fullest liberty and the xvidest scope for the 
ilexi lotunent and u-c of all Christ’s noble powers. And Christ, 
on his part, as subject to Jehovah, his head, is in all his 
works subject to those principles of action, and that plan of 
woik which the xvisdom and goodness of Jehovah have decreed. 
Within these metes and bounds of Jehovah’s headship, then, 
i- the glorious liberty of the only begotton Son of God. Thus 
should man also be subject to his head, which is Christ, xvhose 
-u;>ei vision, like that of Jehovah, is also sufficiently generous 
to admit of the xvidest range and development of all his 
manly poxveis. And thus, also, should the headship of man 
lie exercised tow aid xxoman— not to degrade and dwarf her 
jioweis under the bondage of tyranny, but to elevate and 
ennoble her; granting to her, under his leadership and en- 
eoui agement. the fullest liberty for the legitimate use of all
In ' powei s.

Hut to ietuin to Paul’s statement: “ I suffer not a xvoman 
to teach, mu to usurp authority over a man,” xve see that, 
in Inn mony with the reason given for the restriction, and 
,il-o with the fact tint they did teach on numeious occasions 
mentioned m the Serijituics, xve must interpret the former 
cl iuse of this statement in the light of the latter, viz., that 
the woman is not to usurp the natural position of the man 
as le.idi i and teacher, and, disregarding his headship, to take 
that attitude hoi self— an attitude contrary to nature, incom­
patible with xvomanly grace, and unlovely in the eyes of all 
light, thinking people With this interpretation of the Apos­
tle's language here, his teaching elsexvhcre, for instance in 
T Cor. 11 -5, is in entire haimonv.

The idea is not to debai woman from her privilege and 
duty of making good ir-e of all her talents ns a xvise stew- 
aidis-, and as one who must give an account of her steward­
ship, noi to prohibit her from teaching the truth to others, 
but lather to point out to her the excellent and most effective 
way - for the use of her influence in life. Nature would doubt- 
h-s generally indicate to both men and women their proper 
-pln ies foi usefulness; but alas! none can be found in a nat- 
•iia 1 condition— all arc fallen, mentally, physically and mor- 
allx . and some more than others and in different ways. No 
womanly xvoman takes as her ideal a noisy declaimer, an 
a--i rtive debater, an obtrusive public speaker, nor an ambi­
tion- leader. And yet, on fitting occasions, where the interests 
of the 11 nth require it, she may, in a womanly way and with­
out the least assuming the manly prerogatives of headship, 
declare the good tidings of great joy to as many as xvill hear 
her, whether male or female; and on some occasions the in­

terests ot the truth may necessitate her debating a question, 
xvhich can often be just as effectively done in a suggestive, as 
in an assertixe, xxay; and generally much more so, as some 
men, as xxell as xvomen, have learned. Those who understand 
human natuie best knoxv that frequently moie can be done in 
the xvay of disaimmg prejudice and establishing the truth by 
the latter than by the former method.

A xxoman may thus, in the full exercise of her liberty as 
a child of God, biing foitli all her strong leasons before as 
many as desiie to hear, and may cleaily state her own eon- 
x'ictions of the truth, but alxvavs xvith that moderation and 
candor xvhich, acknoxvledging the natural headship of man, 
xvould avoid even the appeaiance of dictation or usurping ot 
authority; and if there be a man piesent xvho can and xvill 
relieve her of the responsibility of so prominent a position, 
her natural modesty should decline the undertaking. The 
"silence” or quietness enjoined by the Apostle in the above 
text is not to be understood in an absolute sense, but rather 
in that relative sense xvhich xvould harmonize with his admis­
sion of xvoman’s right to pray, or prophesy, or explain the 
truth, as they evidently did in the apostles’ days, xvhen they 
had ability and opportunity. In I. Thes. 4:10-11 the Apostle 
similarly exhorts the brethren to quietness, saying: “We be­
seech you, brethren, . . . that ye study to be quiet and to 
mind your oxxn affairs, and to xvork xvith your hands as xve 
commanded you.”  The same xvoid is also used in I. Tim. 2 2.

The expiession of the Apostle Paul in I. Cor. 14:34, 35, xve 
need to remember, xvas addressed to a class of Greek eonveits 
to Christianity, whose habits xvere altogether different from 
the civilization of today, as xxell as from those of the Hebrexv 
and Roman civilizations of that day. While Greece was the 
center of learning in its day, the xvomen of Greece xveie very 
degiaded and ignoiant, so that it xxas necessaiy to speak to 
some of them xvith a degree ot force which the Apostle nexei 
used in speaking to eitliei Hebiexv or Roman Chiistian women. 
From this epistle xx-e see that the church at Coiinth was in a 
very disorderly condition, and that their assemblies weie often 
confused and unprofitable. The Apostle, in this chapter. 1 - 
laying down some very necessaiy l ules and regulations, so that 
all things might be done “decentlv and in order.” (verso 40) , 
and tlie disorderly xxomen as xvell as men (x-erses 28, 30, 33. 
chap. 11:17-22, 31-34; 6:5-11; 5:1-13: 3:1-3) came in for their 
share of the needed reproof. It xxas a shame for those xvomen 
to speak in the church, first, becau-e any publicity of their 
xvomen xvas so regarded there and then; and, secondly, because 
they xvere unfitted to do so intelligently, and so it xvas bettei 
that they should listen in silence at the meetings of the 
church, and inquire further of their husbands [literally, men] 
at home. To force the application of this instruction upon the 
whole chinch during the entire age, xvould do violence to the 
general tenor of Scripture teaching with leference to xvoman’s 
splieie of action and responsibility of service as man’s xvorthy 
and suitable helpmate, xvhich the Lord pronounced her to be. 
As well might xve bind upon the entire church the obligations 
of literally xvashing one another’s feet and greeting one an- 
othei xxith a holv kiss, w'hich are repeatedly enjoined (See 
Rom. 16-15, 16; I. Cor. 16:20; I. Thes. 5 :26 ; I. Pet. 5-14), 
but xxhieh xve instinctively recognize in spirit, but not in 
letter, the courtesies and civilities of our times being some­
what different from the customs of that day, although equally 
hospitable.

In order that all may see clearly the conditions xvhich 
necessitated the Apostle’s seemingly harsh language to the 
xvomen of the Corinthian church, we make a few brief quota­
tions from noted authors, showing the state of society in 
Corinth. Ephesus and the principal cities of the Greek civili­
zation of that time.

In the Contemporary Review. Vol. 34, March, 1879, page 
700, in an article on “The Position and Influence of Women in 
Ancient Athens,” Prof. Donaldson of St. Andrews University, 
Scotland, says:

“In Athens xve find txvo classes of women who were not 
slaves. There xvas one class who could scarcely move one step 
from their own rooms, and who were watched and restricted 
in every possible way. There was another class on whom no 
restrictions whatever were laid, who could move about and 
do whatever seemed good in their own eyes. The citizen women 
[the xxdx'es] had apartments assigned to them, generally in the 
upper story. They xvere forbidden to be present at any ban­
quet. The men preferred to dine with themselves rather than 
expose their wives to their neighbor’s gaze. Seemingly the 
education of girls xvas confined to the merest elements. It is 
scarcely possible to conceive that such a marvelous crop of 
remarkable men, renoxmed in literature and art, could have 
arisen if all the Athenian mothers xvere ordinary housexvives. 
[But they were not: multitudes of the mothers were not wives, 
but xx-ere of the educated though dissolute elass, above men­
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tioned, who were granted every liberty.] But though there 
never was in the history of the world such a numerous race 
of great thinkers, poets, sculptors, painters and architects in 
one city at one time, as in Athens, not one virtuous Athenian 
woman ever attained the slightest distinction in any one de­
partment of literature, art or science.

“We pass from the citizen women [the wives] of Athens 
to the other class of free women— the strangers or courtesans. 
These straijger women could not marry. They might do any­
thing else they liked. The citizen women were confined to the 
house and did not dine with the men; but the men refused 
to limit their associations with women to the house. Accord­
ingly they selected these stranger women as their companions; 
and ‘Hetairai,’ or companions, was the name by which the 
whole class was designated. The citizen women had to be 
mothers and wives, nothing more. The stranger women had to 
discharge the duties of companions, but to remain outside the 
pale of the marriageable class. They were the only educated 
women in Athens. Almost every one of the great men in 
Athens had such a companion, and these women seemed to 
have sympathized with them in their high imaginations and 
profound meditations.

“But the Athenian women, even the citizens, had no po­
litical standing. They were always minors. Such, however, 
was the force of character of these ‘Hetairai,’ or such their 
hold on powerful men, that not infrequently their sons were 
recognized (by special decree) as citizens. The names of 
virtuous wives are not to be found in history; but the influence 
of the ‘Hetairai’ comes more and more into play. They culti­
vated all the graces of life; they dressed with exquisite taste; 
they were witty. But it must not be forgotten that hundreds 
and thousands of these unprotected women were employed as 
the tools of the basest passions, seeking only, under the form 
of affection, to ruin men and send them in misery to an early 
grave.”

Every statement here quoted from Prof. Donaldson is 
amply supported by citations from Greek authors in the writ­
ings of Prof. Becker of Germany, who is quoted by all recent 
writers as unquestioned authority upon ancient Greek and 
Roman life. In his “Charicles,” page 463, he says:

“At this time, and in the very focus of civilization, the 
women were regarded as a lower order of beings; naturally 
prone to evil, and fitted only for propagating the species and 
gratifying the sensual appetitites of man. There were no 
educational institutions for girls, nor any private teachers at 
home. They were excluded from intercourse, not only with 
strangers, but also with their own nearest relations, and they 
saw but little even of their fathers and husbands. The maid­
ens, especially, lived in the greatest seclusion until their mar­
riage, and, so to speak, regularly under lock and key.” Page 
287— “At Athens it was a thing unheard of for any free woman 
to make purchases in the market.”

In a work on “Old Greek Education,” by Prof. J. P. 
Mahaffy, of Trinity College, Dublin, page 11, he mentions the 
frequency with which children were exposed or left to die of 
starvation and neglect, and says:

“We cannot really doubt that the exposing of new-born 
infants was not only sanctioned by the public feeling, but 
actually practiced throughout Greece. Plato practiced infan­
ticide under certain circumstances in his ideal state. Nowhere 
does the agony of the mother’s heart reach us through their 
literature, save where Socrates compares the anger of his 
pupils when first confuted out of their opinions, to the fury of

a young mother deprived of her first infant. There is some­
thing horrible in the allusion, as if, in after life, Attic mothers 
became hardened to this kind of treatment. The exposing of 
female infants was not uncommon.”

The bearing of this general condition of woman under the 
Greek civilization upon the language of the Apostle Paul to 
some of them is still more clearly seen when we consider that 
Corinth was one of the worst of the Grecian cities. Prof. 
Becker says:

“Corinth seems to have surpassed all other cities in the 
number of its Hetairai, to whom the wealth and splendor of 
the place, as well as the crowd of wealthy merchants, held 
out the prospects of a rich harvest.”

From these observations it is clear that when Corinthian 
men became Christians and, disregarding the prevailing public 
sentiment, brought their iVives with them to meetings of the 
church, the women were very ignorant and lacking in essential 
decorum, and were inclined to disturb the meetings by asking 
unprofitable questions, which the Apostle instructed them to 
inquire of at home of their husbands, who could give them 
the simple instruction which they needed; for it was an im­
proper thing for those women to speak in the church and to 
disturb its proper, orderly worship, etc. We must remember, 
too, that Christianitv then, as now, did not generally make 
its converts among the great men and philosophers, but among 
the poorer classes— the common people.

This condition of the Corinthian women also makes very 
clear the necessity of the Apostle’s instructions in I. Cor. 11, 
about the covering of the head, which among that people spe­
cially was an indication of modesty. To have suddenly dis­
regarded the custom, when tliev began to see the liberty of 
the gospel, would have been misunderstood, and would prob­
ably have cultivated in them, in their ignorance, a disposition 
to ignore the headship of man, and to become self-conscious 
and self-assertive.

When we note the very different conditions of the Roman 
and Hebrew women, we can account for the absence of any 
such instruction in the epistles to the Roman and Hebrew 
Christians.

Dr. Smith, in his Greek and Roman Antiquities, says:
“The position of a Roman woman after marriage was very 

different from that of a Greek woman. The Roman wife pre­
sided over the whole household, and shared the honor and 
respect shown to her husband.”

And Prof. Becker says:
“The Roman housewife always appears as the mistress of 

the whole household economy, instructress of the children, 
guardian of the honor of the house, and equally esteemed with 
her husband, both in and out of the house. The women fre­
quented public theaters, as well as the men, and took their 
places with them at public banquets.”

The freedom of women in Hebrew society is so manifest 
from the Scriptures as to need no further proof. They freely 
conversed with the Lord and the apostles, and other male 
disciples, attended the meetings of the church and synagogues, 
and went about with entire freedom. Consequent!v. when 
Christianity took hold of them, it found them ready fm Chris­
tian work without being hampered by the restraints of hei ed- 
itarv custom, which among other peoples must be measurablv 
adhered to until a gradual reconstruction of public sentiment 
could be brought about, lest otherwise reproach be brought 
upon the cause of Christ.

WOMAN A HELP, MEET FOR MAN
“And Jehovah said, It is not good that the man should 

be alone: I will make him a help suitable for him. . . . And 
Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowd of the air, 
and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not 
found a heip suitable for him. . . . And the rib, which the 
Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought 
her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh. She shall be called woman 
\ishaK], because she was taken out of man [tsft].”— Gen. 2:18, 
20, 22, 23.

In pursuing our study of woman’s appointed place in the 
divine economy of creation, we turn to the above brief account 
of her first introduction to the earth and to man; for the 
Apostle says, “The woman was created for the man.” (I, Cor. 
11:9) As the account indicates, the object of woman’s crea­
tion was that she might be a suitable help for man. That man 
needed just such a help is indicated, not only by the Lord’s 
statement that it was “not good” for him to be “alone,” but 
also by the statement that among all the animals there was

none found to be “a suitable help.” True, they were all in 
perfect subjection to him as their lord and master, and per­
fectly obedient in rendering all the seivice required. Many 
of them were strong to bear his burdens, some fleet to run his 
errands; some gratified his love of the beautiful in fonn and 
proportions, and some in plumage; some charmed his ear with 
strains of music; and all manifested more or less of intelli­
gence and affection; yet in all there was a lack. The perfect 
man did not crave a burden-bearer, nor an errand-runner, nor 
a gay butterfly to please the sight, nor a charming musician: 
what he craved was an intelligent sympathetic companion; 
and this lack, the “suitable help,” which God subsequently 
provided, exactly supplied.

When God had cieated her and brought her to the man. 
Adam named her woman. That the word was not used to 
specially indicate the power of motherhood, is manifest fiom 
the fact that when God said that she sliodld become a mother. 
Adam changed her name to Eve. because she was to be the 
mother of all living. (Gen. 3:20) We also read (Geu. 5:2)
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that "God called Ihcir name Adam, in the day when they were 
floated."  Thus both God and the man recognized this new 
i routine as of the same natuie as the man, and yet differing 
fioin him both physically and intellectually. She was not an­
other man. but another human being, the counterpart of the 
man. and therefoie a suitable helper for him.

She Mas a help in that she was a companion for him. 
Before she came, Adam, though surrounded by a host of the 
lower animals, was “alone,” and in need of the help of com­
panionship which they could not supply. That the help needed 
was not merely in the woik of propagating the species is clear, 
florn the fact that she was recognized and accepted as the 
suitable and dollied help from the very beginning, and before 
the propagating of the race was mentioned— which did not 
begin until after the fall. This was a merciful providence, 
in order that, as Paul shows, every member of the race might 
shaie the blessings of redemption through Christ.— Rom. 5 :12; 
11-32, 33.

We thus see that man found in the woman an intellectual 
< onipanion. one capable of shaiing and appreciating all his 
mys (he had no sorrows) and of participating with him in all 
his interests. Had she come short of such capacity she would 
not hate been a suitable companion or help, and Adam would 
<till have been to some extent alone. As the sons and daugh­
t e r  of men have multiplied, the same characteristics as in 
the lieginning continue to distinguish the two sexes, with the 
exception that both have suffeied from the fall; hence the two 
-exe- still stand similarly related to each other— man the 
''brad” of the earthly creation, and woman a “ suitable help”  
for him. And this, as the Apostle shows (I. Cor. 11:3), is 
regardless of the marriage relation. Man, in the image and 
glory of God, was created the sovereign of the earth; and 
woman, “the gloiv of man” in all the natural relationships 
of lif», but especially that of wifehood, is his worthy com­
panion and joint heir his queen. And in this sense God gave 
to them both, ormmallv, the eaitlih dominion— over the fish, 
fowl, beasts of the field, etc.— Gen. 1:27, 28: Psa. 8:6-8.

It is therefore fitting that this natural relationship of the 
sexes should always l>p objeived: that woman should remem­
ber that she is not the head, the chief, the leader, in the 
world's affairs, though there is ample scope for the use of all 
her powers under a proper and geneious exercise of the head­
ship of man. And it i- eqnaliv necessary and proper that man 
should fully leengni/e appieciite and accept of the help which 
woman is callable of rondel mg in all the affairs of life where 
such capability i~ minifest If God has given to her talents, 
they weio given her for cultivation and uso, in order that she 
might be a moie efficient help for man: and it would not be 
light nor can man afford to refine such help and seek to 
'■waif such ta'oiit- T.<*t the ’ help” hel]> as much as pos-ible, 
i\en though m the pi (sent impel feet condition, as is some­
time- the ea-e, the lulu m.iv outstrip the head in ability, either 
n,if oral or aiuuned So long a- the woman’s work is done in 
a niode-st, wotiiidy way— with no disposition to loid it over 
i he dn mely npirnntid head or King of < arth— let her do with 
h< r might what h r hands find to do.

A- a gencnl thing however, woman’s special helpfulness 
i- in the sphere to wli"h her special woik of necessity usually 
i, nlines hei— as wife mother, si-tor. fiiend— in the home, the 
school-morn, and in the duties which naturally fall to her in 
- < 1 >giniis ar t in -r.eial life, and occasionally in business life. 
Lit woman biing into all 1he~e relationships her highest moral 
vi, d i a 1 elh-,' to il attainment-a, the finest touclus of art, and 
T,i,<- mo?r noble pb\~iq'm whiih natuie and cultivation can 
give, and -be will tin1 mo-t tiulv answer flic ends of lier 
i cipenre a- a woitliy and suitable help to earth’s intended 
ki"^— man Ti ue. man and woman have lo-A the dominion
U the enith originally bestowed upon them as king and joint- 

la ii hut =Ji'l, though under the burden of the curse, woman 
. til lie a help, meet tot man, in the struggle upward toward 
o'i h ction and no true man will despise such helpfulness 
Mien teiideied in a -pint of sisterly interest.

WOMAN AS A W IFE

Having ?een that the natmal attitude of women in general 
*ri min m geneial m that of ~mtalde helps, and not of heads, 
l,i us 7 1c. v cori-ider the Sciiptural position lo-peeting woman 
■; a vofe in ala- too many cases, this, the dearest relation­
al ip of <,.ith. is degiaded to a domestic slavery. And the 
slave holding Hiai’t- too of*en peixeit or misinterpret the 
wail mgs of the Apostle to the support of their course— some 
uii oiiigh 1 1 is theiefoie out puipose to examine such 
;iii|ituii.- a- „ ie fiequcnth urged in the interest of domestic 
t - ■ i a nil v ami in the dwaifing and degrading of woman in her 
nolhst ipiuue on the naliiiul plane— ns a true wife.

We arc free to asscit in the outstait that the Scriptures,

rightly interpreted, teach no such thing; and one of the best 
evidences that they do not, is seen in the fact that the Lord 
has chosen this relationship as a type of the relationship 
between himself and the glorified church— a consummation so 
glorious, that it is held out as a prize to the faithful children 
of God all through the gospel age; a prize worthy of the sac­
rifice of every temporal interest, even unto death. The type 
of such a relationship ought, indeed, in some sense, to manifest 
that coming glory.

We have already seen that in the relationship of head and 
body, to which the Apostle compares husband and wife, and 
which is gloriously illustrated in the relationship of Jehovah 
to Jesus Christ, and between our Lord Jesus and the church, 
there is nothing incompatible with “the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God,” and hence that the other headship of man over 
woman, rightly exercised, is likewise compatible with a simi­
larly glorious liberty.

We have also seen that the headship of man is not designed 
to debar woman from the privilege and duty of making the 
fullest use of her talents as a wise stewardess in the service 
of the Lord; but rather to increase her usefulness by putting 
her powers and energies in co-operation with a still stronger 
power.

As an illustration of the apostolic teaching presumed to 
imply a servile subjection of the wife to the husband, we are 
sometimes referred to Eph. 5:22-24— “Wives, submit your­
selves unto your own husband, as unto the Lord; for the hus­
band is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of 
the church; he is the preserver of the body. Therefore, as the 
church is subject uuto Christ, so let the wives be subject to 
their own husbands in everything.”

If the office of the head inheres in men in general, and 
should be observed by women in general, the aiguiiiem. gathers 
force in the special relationship of husband and wife: fur the 
reverence which woman naturally feels for the opposite sex. 
ought indeed to be intensified in the case of the men .she has 
accepted as her husband. The manner in which the wife is 
counseled to submit herself to her husband is cleailv set forth 
by the Apostle to be— "as the church >s sub)ect uuto Christ.” 
It behooves us, therefore, to note just howr the church is sub­
ject unto Christ. We see that the subjection of the church 
to Christ is a willing subjection, and that it is inspired by 
love, veneration, gratitude and implicit confidence and tru-t 
in the Lord’s love arid care for us, and in his superior wis­
dom to do better for us than we could do for ourselves. And 
so perfectly did the Apostle himself take this attitude toward 
Christ, that it was his effort, he said, to biing every thought 
into subjection to him. (IT. Cor. 10:5) That sucii an atti­
tude on the part of the wife toward her euitiilv head is not 
always possible, he also admits, when he says to the husbands 
(Eph. 5 :33), “Let each one of you, individually, so love his 
wife as himself, in order that [hiua, so rendeied in Eph. 3:10. 
Diaglott] the wife may reverence her husband.”

Only true love and true nobility of character can command 
such reverence; otherwise it would ho impossible for the wife 
to submit herself to her husband as the chinch is subject unto 
Christ. Nor would it be right either to levelence or to submit 
to that which is ignoble and unholy. But both the reverence 
and the submission are possible, as well as natural, notwith­
standing the fallibility of the earthly head, where there is that 
nobility of character on the part of the man which, humbly 
acknowledging its fallibility, is amenable to the voice of God 
in the Scriptures, and to reason.

It will be noticed, further, in the apostolic counsel to hus­
bands (verses 25-29), that the stated object of Christ’s super­
vision of the church, and of her submission to him, is not the 
clipping of her spiiitual or intellectual opinions, nor the 
dwarfing or degrading of her powers, nor to attain any igno­
ble or selfish ends: but, on the contrary, it is for the more 
complete sanctification and cleansing of the church with the 
washing of water by the Word, that she might be holy and 
without blemish, not having spot, or w’rinkle, or any such 
thing. And this disposition on the part of Christ toward the 
church is made manifest to her by the self-sacrificing spirit 
of him who loved the church and gave himself for it. And. 
says the Apostle, “»8o ought men to love their wives, as their 
own bodies,” that thus they may command the reverence and 
loving submission of the wife, “in everything”— not, of course, 
in everything unholy impure and selfish, but in everything tend­
ing to holiness and purity and tint true nobility of character, 
whose principles are set forth in the Word of God. We have a 
very marked example of the Lord’s displeasure against the 
impioper submission of a wife to a husband, in the case of 
Sapphire, the wife of Ananias.— Acts 5:7-10.

Tt would indeed be a blessed and happy condition of affairs 
if all the husbands and all the wives were students of the
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example of Clnist and the church; but the lamentable fact 
remains that hut few apply their hearts unto the insti notion 
here furnished; and many husbands, forgetting to observe 
Paul’s instructions to follow the model, imagine they have a 
right to arbitraly and selfish authority, against which the 
wives feel a righteous indignation and an opposition which 
is far from submission; and, failing to understand the Scrip­
tures on the subject, they claim and think that the Bible 
teaches domestic tyranny and slavery; and thus the way is 
paved to doubt and infidelity.

But what shall I do? says the Christian wife whose hus­
band is not guided by Christian principles, except to the extent 
of claiming his presumed right to rule in selfishness. Well, 
that would depend on circumstances: it would have been better 
if in your vouth you had remembered the Apostle’s counsel 
to marry only in the Lord; and you must now pay some pen­
alty for your eiror. But in the first place you should remem­
ber not to violate conscience in order to please any onp; for 
Peter says, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 
5:29; 4:19,20) But where conscience does not interpose its 
dictum, the Apostle gives to such wives the same counsel that 
he gives to servants who have unreasonable masters. (I. Pet. 
2:18-23; 3:1-2) To the servants he says, “Servants, be sub­
ject to your masters with all fear [i. e.. with caution, lest you 
offendl: not only to the good and gentle, but also to the fro- 
ward;” this because it is better to suffer wrongfully than to 
be contentious, even for our rights. “For this is well-pleasing, 
if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully; for what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for 
your faults ye shall take it patiently’ But if when ye do well 
and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God.” Then he points to the example of Christ in carrying 
out the same principle, saying (verse 21), “For even hereunto 
were ye called, because Christ also died for you, leaving you 
an example that ye should follow his steps;” and “the servant 
is not above his Lord.” (Matt. 10:24) Then he adds, “ Like­
wise. ye wives [ye who have froward husbands 1, be in sub­
jection to umr own husbands, that if any obey not the Word, 
they mav without the Word be won by the conduct of the 
wives, while they behold your chaste conduct coupled with 
fear [with eaiefulness to avoid giving offensel”— thus mani­
festing a spmt of loving forbearance, rather than of conten­
tion.

And while the wife is here speciallv counseled to imitate 
Cluist's humility, the husband is urged to imitate Christ’s 
geneinsiL— “ Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them [your 
wives] accoiding to knowledge Twiselv and gcneiously], giving 
honor unto the wife [taking pleasure in her progress and in all 
her noble attainments and achievements], as unto the weaker 
vessel [using your stienqth foi her suppoit and encourage­
ment. and not foi her oppression], and as being hens together 
of the giace [the favors and blessings] of life.”

The same spiiit of submission, rather than of contention, 
is likewise enjoined upon the whole church in its relationship 
to the civil ordinances of men. Thus Peter says, “ Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man, for the Lord’s sake” 
— i. e.. so that his spirit or disposition may be manifest in 
you— “For so is the will of God. that with well-doing ye may 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.” (I. Pet. 2:1-17) 
And Paul says, “Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
poweis.” etc. (Rom. 13:1, 5) ; and to Titus (3:1) he writes- 
“Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, 
to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work.”

This duty of submission (specially enjoined upon the wife 
in the domestic relation) is also enjoined upon the whole 
chuicli individually, in their relationship one to another. Thus 
the Apostle Peter savs, “The elders which arc among you I 
exhort- . . . Feed the flock of God. . . . Neither as being 
loids over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the Hock 
[unsamples of humility, brotherly love, patience and faithful­
ness], Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. 
Yea, all of i/ou be subject one to another, and be clothed with 
hnmiliti/; for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble. Humble youi selves, therefoie, under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”— I. Pet. 5:1-0; 
Eph. 5:21.

Doubtless if there were one perfect man in the church the 
counsel to the icmainder of its membership would be to sub­
mit to his leading and instruction. But, instead of an in­
fallible man in the church, w-e have the infallible written 
Word, by which we are each and all counseled to prove all 
things. And. therefore, the fust duty of submission is to the 
written Word, and afterward to each other in that secondary 
sense which first proves all things by the Word; and lastly in 
the sense that our manner and language should be tempered 
with moderation and brotherly and sisterly kindness and can­

dor, that this spirit of submission or humility might alwai s 
be manifest in all.

In a similai, but m a stronger -ense. the Apostle pie-ents 
the duty of submission on the part of the wife m the domestic 
relation. It is a submis-ion which saxois of lose, reverence, 
trust and humility: and which is also compatible with “the 
glonous liberty of the childien of God” (Rom. 8.21 i, which 
always exists wherever the spirit of the Lord is (11. Coi. 
3:17), and in which the Apostle Paul urges us to “stand fast.” 
— Gal. 5:1.

We aie referred by Peter to Sarah, Abialiam's wife, a- a 
proper example of a wife's submission. But notice that, while 
she did reverence Abraham, as indicated by her calling him 
lord (Gen. 18:12), and while she, no doubt cheerfully, left her 
native land and fi lends and, in obedience to the command of 
God to her husband, accompanied him in his sojourmngs to 
the land of promise, with him walking by faith, we see that 
her submission was not a blind submission which refiained 
from expressing a thought which differed fiom Abialiam's: 
nor was there anything m Abraham’s conduct towaid her 
which indicated such expectation on Ins part. (She was evi- 
dently a thinking woman: she believed the piomise of God 
that they should have a son thiough whom the blessing of the 
world should come; and when nature seemed to fail she sug­
gested a way in which the promise might lie fulfilled. And 
when Hagar became boastful and despised her mistress, she 
complained to Abraham and claimed that the fault was partly 
his. She wanted no division of his heart with her servant. 
Abraham’s reply assured her that there was no such division, 
that her maid was still under her control. And her subse­
quent course with Hagar was a discipline to correct her boast­
fulness and improper attitude toward her mistress. And when 
Hagar fled from her, the angel of the Lord met her and told 
her to return and submit herself to her mistress, which she 
did, and was evidently received and restored by Sarah.—  
Gen. 16.

On another occasion, after Isaac was born and the two 
boys were growing up together, the rivalry of Hagar again 
cropped out in Ishmael, wdio persecuted Isaac, Sarah's son. 
(Gen. 21 :9 ; Gal. 4:29) And again Sarah was grieved and 
appealed to Abraham to cast out the bond woman and her son; 
for she feared Abraham would make him heir with her son, 
which would not have been in accoidance with the promise 
of God. (Gen. 21:10-12; 15:4; 17:17-19) This, Abraham 
was not inclined to do, and as Sarah urged her claim, we lead 
that “the thing was veiy grievous in Abraham’s sight becau-e 
of his son,” I-dunael, until God indicated his will in the 
matter.

This is fuither shown in this case to which Peter refers us 
for example, saying (to those who are sinulaily subject to 
their husbands) “Whose daughters ye are, doing good, and 
not fearing any terror”— any evil results. (I. Pet. 3:0) The 
submission counseled by the Apostles is a reasonable submis­
sion, compatible with a moderate, modest expies-ion of the 
wife’s sentiments and a proper consideration of the same by 
the husband, as in the case of faithful Abraham, who w i~ hv 
no means led about by the whims of a foolish wife, but who. 
m a leasonable con-idei ation of his wife's sentiments and 
trials, waited to know the will of the Loid befme gianting 
her wishes.

From the above eon-adorations it i- obvious that the human 
lelationsliip of husband and wife, which the Lm d points out 
as an illustration of the beautiful relationship of hiniselt and 
the chinch, is by no means an occasion for the exhibition ot 
either tyranny or seivility on the part of either p.utv. And 
wheiever such conditions do exist, they are out of the divine 
oidoi. The Lord set his seal of appmval upon maiiioge when 
he instituted the l elat ionship and blessed the union of th- 
fust pail in Eden; and when, as king and queen— head and 
helpmate— he made them jnnil-nihei itoi s of the eoithh de­
nim* u (Gen. 1-27. 23') • and lain when he commanded chil­
dren to honor and obey both patents— Exod. 20:12; Eph 
(PL 2

The cur-e of sin has tested heavily upon woman, as well 
as upon man: but the Clnistian man who would seek to land 
the ein se upon his wife, instead of endeavoimg to lighten \i 
and to help her bear it. sadly lacks the spiiit of the heavenh 
Bridegroom. And so also the Christian wife- if she in selfish­
ness demands of her husband an undue measure of the sweat 
of fare entailed bv the rinse, instead of seeking to lighten hi- 
toil and slime his cans, she sadly lacks that spiiit which 
characterizes the true biide of Christ. It was sin that entailed 
the rinse upon our iace: but, as we strive against sin and 
aspire toward righteousness and God-likeness, we mitigate the 
evils of the curse for each other. And. thank God. the time 
is now fast approaching when “there shall be no more euv<e." 
and when, “the throne of God and of the Lamb” being estab-

[1553]



Z I O N ’ S W A T C H  T O W E R A l l e g h e n y , P a.

li-hed in the earth, the spirit of love, so beautifully exem- 
phtied between Clui-t ami the exalted church, xxill be glo- 
liou-ly lepioduced on the eaithly plane also; when, the curse 
being entnely lifted, woman will find her natural and hon- 
oied position at the side of her noble husband, as his worthy 
helpei and companion— ‘‘the gloiy of the man,” as Paul de- 
scnbe' her. and an "heir together with him of the grace of 
lito "  as he also appoints her. and as beautifully foreshown 
in the typical restitution of .Tob (Job 42:15), when he gave 
his d umhtei inheritance among their brethren.

In conclusion, then, the marriage relationship is an hon­

orable and blessed one when viewed in the Scriptural light; 
yet it is one of the earthly blessings which the Apostle shows 
the saints are privileged to forego in many cases for the still 
higher privilege of serving the interests of the coming king­
dom of God without distraction. (I. Cor. 7 :32-35) And when 
the sacrificing church beholds the king in his beauty, and is 
recognized by him as his worthy bride and joint-heir, the bless­
edness of that companionship will have in it no savor of 
either tyranny or servility, but instead a blessed harmony of 
love and appreciation which will be ineffable bliss.

“BE NOT UNEQUALLY YOKED”
To flic con-eciated who are not yoked— who are unmarried 

— il:c Apo-tle Paul gives the advice that, for the full accom- 
pli-hment of then con-eoration vow to the Lord, such have 
a position of veiy suociior advantage. (2 Cor. 0 :14; I. Cor.
7 25-4(i) Hut the ad\ ice to remain unmanied, he would have 
u- undei-taiul is not imperative. (1 Cor. 7:35, 30) None 
me forbidden to m.urv: and false teachers who have since 
mi-oil, forbidding to marry, are condemned as seriously out of 
order. (1 Tim. 4-1-3) This prohibition by Papacy upon its 
piiesthood has hi ought upon it one of the foulest stains that 
have blackened its baneful history. Marriage is still hon­
orable (Ileb, 1:4) when the relationship is sustained in purity 
and holiness, as God designed: when two are equally yoked, 
and their hearts beat to the music of a single high and holy 
purpose; whether that purpose be on the natural plane to in­
crease the race and to bring up posterity in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord (Gen. 1:28; Eph. 6 :4 ), or, on the 
spiritual plane, to toil together as true yoke-fellows for the 
spiritual family of God.

Yet. with very rare exceptions, the consecrated can best 
fulfil their covenant by walking alone with God, having only 
his preferences to consult in every matter, and entirely un­
trammeled by domestic cares. Such was Paul’s judgment; 
and such has been the testimony of thousands, vTho forgot to 
remember their Creator in the days of their youth, and to 
commit their way unto the Lord before they became entan­
gled in multiplied cares and hampered by the outcome of their 
own misguided course.— Eccl. 12:1; Psa. 37:5: Prov. 3:5, 6.

The words of I. Tim. 5:14 were not respecting the young 
sisters who were consecrated to the Lord, but in harmony 
with the context (versos 3-10) wTere spoken with reference to 
young widows of the church in general who should not be 
made financial burdens to the church. Any such, not of those 
consecrated as living sacrificeis. but yet believers, of the 
household of faith, let them marry, etc. Thus seen, this 
scripture is in harmony with the general teaching of the New 
Testament.

Of God’s consecrated children, whom alone v7e address, only 
a small minority are yet in youth, and disentangled from the 
cares of this life. But to all sut-h w7e have no other advice 
to commend than that of the inspired Apostle cited above. 
We would only add, Be not unmindful of your privileges; 
make good use of your stewardship; run with patience the 
rare si>t before you, looking unto Jesus, our glorious Bride­
groom. for a'l needed grace and fellowship; and be faithful 
unto dealh, and in due time ye shall reap a glorious reward, 
if re faint not. “ Forgot also thine ow-n people and thy 
father’s house [earthly fellowships] : so shall the King greatly 
de-ire thv beauty [of character] ; for he is thy Lord, and 
worship tnou him.”— Psa. 45:10, 11.

These remarks, however, do not apply to the world, nor 
are tliov imperative upon the saints. The recommendation is 
one of expediency— to facilitate both individual progress and 
the progress of the general work of the Lord, and is parallel 
to the Lord’s teaching in Matt. 10-12. Let those of the u7orld 
mnrrv. and fill the honorable positions in the wrorld of faith­
ful. devoted husbands and w-ives and parents; and let the in- 
finonce of pro-porous and happy homes reach as far as possible 
toward ameliorating the unhappy conditions of the w7retched 
and homeless. The special advice of the Apostle is only for 
those consecrated to be living sacrifices, wholly devoted to the 
Ma-tor’- use, and awaiting his exceeding great reward.

But to those of the consecrated who already are unequally 
yoked, and hampered by many cares, and vexed w7ith many 
perplexing problems, we would say. Take courage! he who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light, and thus 
directed your steps into the narrow7 way that leads to glory, 
honor and immortality, knew how7 difficult that way would be 
to you under your present circumstances; and his call im­
plies his willingness to accept you, as well as your ability to 
make your calling and election sure, through his abounding 
grace Nevertheless, as the Apostle forewarned, such shall 
ha\e trouble in the flesh.— 1 Cor. 7:28.

Remembering the Apostle’s teaching that the believing hus­
band is not to put away his unbelieving wife, nor the believ­
ing wife to leave the unbelieving husband, but rather to seek 
to establish peace (1 Cor. 7:10-16; also Matt. 19:3-10.—  
Diaglott), w7e see with what carefulness the consecrated be­
liever must walk before God and before the unequally yoked 
life-companion. What humility it will require, and what pa­
tient endurance of many trials. But yet, beloved ones, so 
tried, let patience have her perfect work, and in due time you 
shall come out of the furnace purified. Study to let the 
beauty of holiness be manifest; and if it does not convert the 
companion, it will at least be a testimony against him or her, 
and the sanctifying effect will not be lost on children and 
neighbors; and the praise will be to God.

Let such a wife carefully perform the duties of a wife and 
respect the relationship of a husband, even if she is forced to 
lose a large measure of respect for her husband ; and let such 
a husband carefully perform the duties of a hu-band, even if 
the treadmill of domestic life has become a painful one. It 
may be, O man, that thou mayst save thy wife; or, wife, that 
thou mayst save thy husband. “But if the unbelieving de­
part, let him [or her] depart. A brother or sister is not under 
bondage in such cases.”— 1 Cor. 7:15.

But one cause is mentioned in the Scriptures as a proper 
ground for the dissolution of the marriage bond. (Matt. 10- 
3-10) And the disciples, hearing these our Master’s words, 
were as much surprised as the Pharisees, and said that if the 
case stood thus— i. e., if the marriage covenant w7as so bind­
ing and indissoluble, it would be better not to marrv— it would 
be too great a risk to run. (Verse 10) But this is just the 
way the Lord w7ould have us view the relationship. The mar­
riage contract is one that should stand until death makes the 
separation, unless the one cause referred to releases the inno­
cent from the guilty and faithless. The twain bound for life 
by mutual contract, are thereafter no longer twain, but one 
flesh; and all their future happiness and prosperity in the 
present life depend upon their loyalty, generosity, love and 
consideration one for the other.

The marriage relation, both in its duration and in its 
character, was designed to be a type of the lasting, faithful 
and blessed union of Christ and the church, lie will never 
leave her nor forsake her; and she will never withdraw her 
allegiance and faithfulness to him. But as Chii-t permits 
those who choose, to forsake him, so if the unbeliever depart 
from the believer, let him or her depart. The belbwing one 
if once deserted by the unbeliever would not be bound to re­
ceive the deserter back again to marriage fellowship— although 
upon evidence of proper reform it might be well to be recon­
ciled— but he or she -would be bound not to marry another so 
long as the first companion lives. (1 Cor. 7:11) Unfaithful­
ness to marriage vows would include, on the husband’s part, 
a failure to provide, so far as possible, for his wife’s neces­
sities, and would be desertion, even though he should desire 
to stay with her and have her support him. Of course in a 
case of the husband’s sickness, and inability to provide, the 
wife’s duty according to the marriage covenant would be to 
spend herself to the last, in his support.

Whatever may be the wrorld’s ideas with reference to the 
privileges and obligations of the marriage relationship (and 
alas! they are far from purity and righteousness, making it 
very generally but “an occasion to the flesh” ), those who are 
united in the Lord should remember the Apostle’s counsel, 
“Walk in the spirit [or mind of Christ], and ye shall not 
fulfill the desires of the flesh; for the desires of the flesh are 
contrarv to the spirit, and the spirit contrary to the flesh.”—  
Gal 5: i6, 17.

But all the married saints are not married in the Lord, 
and hence many are obliged to consider the human aspect of 
that relationship, and to devote themselves measurably to its 
earthly objects and aims, viz., the increase of posterity, and 
their care and training; such obligation being implied in the 
marriage contract, from which a subsequent consecration to 
the Lord grants no release. Mutual obligations are accepted
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in marriage fiom which there can be no departure except by 
mutual consent. The Apostle’s advice on this subject is veiy 
clear, and in perfect accoid with what we have just seen re­
specting the mutual obligations of the married (1 Cor. 7 :l-9) ; 
and the due benevolence and continence counseled on the part 
of both should obviate any necessity for domestic imposition 
and consequent discord, and should insure harmony on the 
firm foundation of mutual love and respect. But blessed are 
those who are able and willing to keep the fleshly desire under 
full control, and to wralk in the spirit. “He that is able 
[both fiom his own disposition and from his circumstances] 
to receive rthis teaching], let him leceive it.”— Matt. 19:12.

As some of the Lord’s dear people come thus to view and 
consider the sacredness of the contract into which so many 
of them have entered, perhaps they will begin to see how they 
can glorify God more in their domestic life than they have 
hitherto thought possible. Indeed, it will be strange if all 
cannot see wherein they can improve upon the past. Is it not 
the case sometimes that brethren and sisters whose souls have 
been refreshed by the truth have zealously borne it to others, 
and have taken for granted that husband or wife would not 
be interested?

Some husbands think of their wives as too busy with do­
mestic cares to he interested in the truth: or too worldly, or 
too feaifnl of the repioaches of the urorld. to have anything 
to do with it: and so leave them, and bear the truth to others. 
But is this doing a husband’s part’ A true husband is a pro­
vider. and his care should include provision of spiritual as 
well as natural food and raiment for his wife and family. 
Hence on learning the truth his first endeavor should be to 
-cr\ e it also to his help-mate. Should he come home in the 
evening and find her occupied with family cares— preparing 
and clearing away the evening meal, looking after the little 
ones and arranging for the necessities of the coming day, 
etc.— long after the hours of his working day are past, and 
leave her to bear these domestic cares alone, and to feel neg­
lected and underrated, a mere household accommodation, in­
stead of a worthy and honored companion, while he seeks a 
quiet nook to read, or goes out alone to bear the message of 
salvation and joy to neighbors or others?

Ah. no' Let charity begin at home. If an unwise course 
in the past has overwhelmed the wife with family cares too 
numeious for her to bear with easy grace, see that no more 
are added: but. instead, “put your shoulder to the wheel” 
and help her with them as much as possible. What if tending 
the babies and washing the dishes is woman’s work! if she 
has too much of it to do to admit of an hour’s leisure with 
you, or with the Lord, or with the study of his truth for her­
self— or if. under the piessuie of constant duties, she has lost 
all relish for intellectual culture, and much of her faith in 
spiritual realities— it will do you good to share these tasks 
with her, until you have tied the last knot of the day’s duties, 
and can then sit down together to study the truth.

As gradually she comes to realize your love and interest 
she will have the more respect for you and for the doctrines 
whose fruit she sees exemplified in your daily life. At first, 
if this is a new thirg, she may regard it as only a little un­
usual freak; but, by and by, constancy will increase confi­
dence, and a responsive chord will be found in her heart; and 
the soil, thus carefully plowed and prepared, will be mellow 
and readv for the seeds of truth, and you and she and the 
home will be blessed. Try it brethren— any of you who find 
you have been to any extent remiss in these matters in the 
past. And in writing to the W atch Tower office mention 
your wife or your husband, if interested in the truth.

Sometimes it is the wife who first catches a glimpse of the 
Millennial dawn, end she should value her opnortunities for 
healing to her husband the favors of which she has been made 
a partaker, although the outlook for his conversion to it mav 
not, seem verv hopeful Often, when the husband learns of his 
wife’s departure from the beaten track of so-called orthodoxy, 
he forthwith concludes it is some new fanaticism : and seals 
up his heart and closes his ears to it. What should she do 
in such a case’ Force it on him? No: that might only 
arouse antagonism. She should first of all let him read it in 
the living epistle of her daily life. Let him see the good 
effects of the tiuth in your carefulness to make home pleasant, 
let him realize your sympathy with his trials and vexations, 
vour helpfulness to the extent of ability, and your apprecia­
tion of all his kindness.

It mav sometimes require long and patient preaching of 
this kind before the husband is attracted to the plan of the 
ages; but let the light of a holv life and of a consistent walk 
and conversation continue to shine, while you in various wavs 
hold forth to him the word of life, and in due time a re­
sponse will be manifest. Let not such wives make the mistake 
of ignoring the headship of the husband (even though they be

better informed concerning the divine plan), in appiopnating 
the home of which he is the acknowledged head to the service 
of the Lord for the assemblies of the saints, if he is opposed 
to so using it, or in other w-ays. Even if the home is the 
wife’s property a deference is due to the husband's wi-lies as 
the head of the house, so long as the relationship it recog­
nized; his responsibility is to God. whether he recognizes that 
responsibility or not. But a wife is not bound to continue to 
supply a home, and should cease to do so if she he denied 
reasonable piivileges in it. since in so doing she would be on- 
couiaging a wrong. As before shown, if a husband posscs-es 
the health, etc. neeessaiv to the support of his wife and 
family and fails to provide for them, he has proved unfaithful 
to his marriage vow, which was to nourish and care for his 
companion ; and in the eyes of the civil law he has committed 
“ constructive desertion.”  A wife so circumstanced may. if 
she choose, consider herself as literally deserted, and may 
refuse to entertain and support such deserter. But desertion 
would not grant the right to either party to remarry so long 
as the other lives.

As the head of the domestic arrangement it is the duty of 
the Christian husband to say, “As for me and my house [as 
far as lies in the power of my influence], rve will serve the 
Lord.” And the Christian wife, recognizing this responsibility 
on his part, will gladly co-operate, in so far as she can con­
scientiously do so; and will put no stumbling block in his 
way, although she may view’ his methods differentlv. She may 
carefully endeavor to convince him of the truth, but she may 
not interfere with his conscience or his responsibility to God. 
Nor should the husband’s course with the wife be arbitrary 
and unreasoning. He should not disregard her conscience, to 
hinder the full and free exercise of all her talents in God's 
service; but should grant her as great latitude in the use of 
the home as his conscience and responsibility as the head of 
the family will permit; for they are “ heirs together of the 
grace of life.” If he sees differently he should bring foith his 
strong reasons for her consideration and possible approval, 
and patiently hear her different views, in hope of final har­
mony. But if harmony cannot be reached, the responsibility 
for the home and its influence rests with the husband, who, 
by divine appointment, is its head.

HOHOB TO WHOM HONOB IS DUE
In viewing this whole subject vTe are forcibly reminded of 

the Apostle’s counsel to the entire church in their individual 
relationship to the powers that be, which are ordained of God: 
“Render therefore to all their dues; tribute to whom tribute 
is due, custom to whom custom, fear to whom fear, honor 
to whom honor. Owe no man anything, but to love one an­
other.”— Rom. 13:7. 8.

Peter’s counsel is to the same effect: “Honor all men;
love the brotherhood: fear God; honor the king.”— 1 Pet. 2-17.

Kings are not ahvavs personally worthy of honor: but 
honor is always due to the office, which is “ordained of God ” 
(Rom. 13:1. Pee M n .r  e n n i a t . D a w n . Vol. I.. chap xiii . for 
the sense and purpose of their ordination! Many of the 
magistrates ruling Judea in the davs of the Lord and the 
apostles were personally verv unworthy of honor, yet the T.ord 
and the apostles left us. not only their precepts, but also their 
example of submission to the authority thus iepiesonted • 
thev veie all respectful and law-abiding.— Matt. 17-27. Acts 
25:8. 10. 11.

So also in the domestic relation, the office of the hii-band 
and father, as the head of the family i« worthy of honor, 
both fiom wife and children, and also fiom the stranger 
within the mites enjoring the piotoetinn and hospitality of 
the home. Even if the one so situated be personally unwoithy 
of tlm honor it is nevcitheless due to his office on the sunc 
principle that honor is due to unwmthv civil magistrates.

rIho Apostle puts tlu’se duties of love and honor and cus­
tom. etc. in the light of obligations—as debts that should 
be piomntlv paid: saiing. Owe no man ."milling but !o\e 
While love would he the ruling principle if all were peiteit. 
let in the fallen state selfish,a ss is the common disease which 
devours and blights the happiness of home and f.unilv and 
business True nobilitv would piompt even man m In -dth 
to ooiisideiation not onlv toward the weaker sex but towuid 
the aged and infiiin of his own -ox in the eiowd. in the eri 
and in anv neighboilv service: much limm in the home and 
tow aid the life-companion will consideration be manifested m 
the bearing of the e-ries and bunions of life. And the tmlv 
noble man or woman, whethei at home oi abroad will be 
disinclined to distmb oi inconvenience anv one. and if spell 
aeeept a kindness it will lie as a favor, and will bo amply and 
graciously acknowledged.

The fall has developed in all selfishness instead of gonoi- 
ositv; so that those wdro desire to be generous, finding selfish
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ingratitude their principal reward, are often discouraged and 
consider few if any worthy of it. But Chiistian men and 
women are to remember the unselfish example of their great 
Redeemer, that selfishness lies at the bottom of every sin, and 
that in striving against sin they must of necessity strive 
against selfishness, and endeavor to cultivate love. It is as a 
help to the right course that the Apostle points to justice as 
a consideration for rendering honor, respect and service—

honor to whom honor is due, etc.— Romans 13:7, 8 ; 1 Peter 
2:17.

How beautiful is God’s order, and how conducive to lasting 
peace and happiness to all who faithfully adhere to it ! Let 
us thus carefully distinguish and mark the principles which 
God has laid down in the Scriptures for our guidance, and his 
approval will be our exceeding great reward; and his wisdom 
will by and by be manifest.

OUR CONVENTION AT CHICAGO
As already announced, it is purposed to have a convention 

at Chicago, this summer, of those deeply interested in the 
truths of God’s Word as presented in Zion’s W atch Tower 
and Millennial Da w n . The time fixed upon as most suit­
able is August 20th to 24th, inclusive, the last day to be 
specially devoted to the interests of the colporteur work;—  
arranging for futuie fields of service, and instructing the less 
successful and beginners as to methods, etc.

The main object of the gatlieiing is to permit as large a 
number as possible to enjoy a spiritual feast of personal com­
munion— one with the other, and all with the Lord, who serves 
the feast, and who for some years past has been so richly 
fulfilling his promise to his people in this respect. (Luke 
12:37) A secondary object will be to meet and encourage and 
instruct in the work colporteurs and intending colporteurs. 
Opportunity will also be afforded for symbolizing (in water) 
baptism into Christ’s death. Many find no proper means of 
thus following the Lord’s command in this (see our last issue) 
without disobeying his counsel by joining some sectarian sys­
tem of men. Ariangements will be made and robes provided 
for serving such who may attend the meetings.

The date fixed is in view of the fact that the lowest rail­
road excursion rates may be expected about that time. We 
are not asking or expecting special rates, but believe that by 
that time general competition will have brought fares down 
to about one half the present rates, or one fourth the usual 
rates. Such terms will prevail very generally, we believe; 
but if no cheaper rates are granted than at present, it will 
be much cheaper than usual, and afford an opportunity for 
many to attend whom we could not otherwise hope to meet 
in the flesh.

As the opening day will be Sunday, it will have three 
meetings or practically be an all-day meeting, commencing at 
10 a . m . Subsequent sessions will also open at 10 a . m ., and 
close about 3 p. M., with an hour’s intermission for dinner. 
This arrangement will not over-weary with sitting and think­
ing those of the truth-hungry who are in ordinary health, and 
it will afford an excellent opportunity, from 3 P. m . to 9 P. M. 
each day, for those who desire to learn, from visits to the 
Columbian Exposition, some very valuable lessons on the prog­
ress of our times— on the evidences that we are in “the day

of his [God’s] preparation,” in which arrangements are being 
perfected for the great work of blessing and lifting up again 
the fallen race to opportunities for life everlasting by their 
great Redeemer. The rest of the meetings, and the knowledge 
of the divine plan, will thus prepare for an appreciation of 
the greatest exhibit the world has ever seen; and the exercise 
of mind and body in studying the wonders of the exhibit will 
but refresh and quicken mind and heart for communion with 
God and study of his great Plan of the Ages, of which the 
cross of Christ is the center.

We well know that the item of expense will be a particular 
one to almost all of the “household” (for not many rich or 
great hath God chosen, but the poor of this world, rich in 
faith, to be heirs of the kingdom). Hence we must make ar­
rangements which will be economical. We have not as yet 
concluded any arrangements; but can promise the following 
very reasonable terms, viz.:—

A comfortable bed and three substantial meals for one 
dollar per day for each person. Those who desire to visit the 
Exposition should count on about one dollar per day extra, 
for car-fare and entrance fee.

WHO ABE INVITED
All M illennial Daw n  and W atch Tower readers, who 

are trusting in our Lord Jesus as their Redeemer— their cor­
responding price, their substitute— and especially all such who 
are fully consecrated, body, soul and spirit, to the Redeemer’s 
service, are cordially invited to come.

Any such who anticipate being able to attend are requested 
to send us their full names and addresses at once, stating the 
facts. After arrangements have been fully perfected, particu­
lar directions will be mailed to such as thus apply;— for 
something may yet make a change of date necessarv: but 
notice will be sent in good season for you to reach the lodg­
ings on the day preceding the convention.

Colporteurs (and all who think of becoming colporteurs) 
are specially urged to attend this convention, as valuable 
instructions respecting the best methods of work will be given, 
which we trust will more than double the results with many. 
Bring with you full data respecting routes and towns already 
■worked, as changes of routes, etc., may be necessary.

PAUL AT
III. Quar., Lesson i i ., 

Golden Text— “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.”— Acts 16-31.

The house of Lydia became the center of Christian work in 
the city of Philippi; and here, under the instruction of the 
Apo«tle Paul, a company of believers gathered, of whom he 
subsequently speaks in terms of strong commendation for their 
faithfulness and zeal. Paul and his companions had not been 
long in Philippi before the Lord gave a very marked manifes­
tation of his power, working through them in casting out an 
evil spirit from one whose affliction was a source of gain to 
her owners.

But the testimony thus borne brought upon the devoted 
heads of the Lord’s messengers a storm of persecution. They 
were hurried to the market place, falsely accused before the 
magistrates and, apparently without even an opportunity to 
assert their innocence or to appeal for their rights as Roman 
citizens, they were quickly sentenced and immediately pun­
ished with stripes and imprisonment; and their ultimate fate 
was yet, to be learned.— Verses 19-24.

V erse 25. In a prison dungeon, with lacerated flesh, and 
feet made fast in the stocks, these brethren found cause for 
rejoicing. They rejoiced in that they were counted worthy to 
suffer for the name of Christ, and so spent the night in praise 
and praver to God. And do not forget that it is in view of 
such trials that the Apostle’s exhortation should be read—  
“Rejoice in the Lord always, and in every thing give thanks.” 

V erse 26. It is not always that God interferes to liberate 
his persecuted saints: there is a glorious end in view in per­
mitting them to endure hardness as good soldiers. Our Lord 
was not spared the agonies of the cross; Stephen was not 
spared the stoning that crushed out his life; other martyrs 
were not spared the fire and fagot, the guillotine and the

PHILIPPI
July 9, A cts 16:19-34.

rack; and the apostles were not spared the torture of the rod, 
the stocks and dungeon miseries. But, says the great Apostle, 
who bore a large share of these sufferings, “They are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed 
in us.” When that glory shall appear the present privilege 
of enduring hardness as good soldiers will be manifest, though 
the opportunity for so doing will then be past. By faith only 
can the privilege now be duly appreciated.

But God had yet a further use for Paul and Silas, and 
therefore, though from a human standoint their release seemed 
hopeless, it was quickly and wonderfully accomplished when 
God saw fit to manifest his power. Just so it will be when 
God’s time has fully come for breaking down all the barriers 
which men have set up against the establishment of his king­
dom. What are thrones and empires and armies to withstand 
his might? Surely they are as nothing.

V erses 27, 28. There was no vindictiveness in these abused 
servants: they were ready immediately to bless their perse­
cutors.

V erse 29. This manifestation of the spirit of forgiving 
love was the best sermon they could have preached to the 
jailer; and it quickly brought forth its fruit in his repentance 
and conversion.

V erses 30-34. His conduct indicated genuine repentance. 
He sought to reward them for their generosity in saving his 
life; and then inquired what he must do to be saved. Saved 
from what? from any penalty of the Roman law? No: his 
prisoners had not escaped: they were all there. He meant, 
What should he do to be saved with the great salvation which 
Paul and Silas preached. Then Paul preached the great sal­
vation through faith in Christ, both to the jailor and to all 
that were in the house, showing that it is free to all who
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accept it, not only to the jailor but to all the rest of them 
on the terms of simple, obedient faith. It is not at all strange

that the preaching under such circumstances brought forth 
fruit in the conversion of all that heard.

PAUL AT ATHENS
III. Quae., Lesson i i i .,

Golden Text— “God is a spirit, and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth.”— John 4:24.

Having been by divine providence delivered and honorably 
discharged from the prison at Philippi, the zealous and un­
daunted Apostle to the Gentiles was again about his Master’s 
business; and the interim between the account of our last 
lesson and that of this lesson shows him (1) giving his part­
ing counsel and encouragement to the Philippian chuich at the 
house of Lydia; (2) thence departing for Thessalonica, where 
he again boldly declared the truth and made many converts, 
and again brought upon himself the wrath of many enemies; 
(3) and when persecuted in that city and no longer permitted 
to preach Christ, we find him escaping by night to Berea, 
whore similar success and similar persecution awaited him. 
His work there accomplished, we next find him in Athens, 
whither he had fled alone without his companions, Silas and 
Timothy, who were to follow him.

While here awaiting the arrival of the brethren, he first 
quietly took observation of the religious conditions of this 
great city, far famed for its literary and artistic genius— the 
city whore Homer sang, where Socrates, Plato and Aristotle 
philosophised, where Solon promulgated his famous code of 
laws, and where Demosthenes held his audiences spell-bound 
with his eloquence. But Paul was stirred with holy zeal when, 
notwithstanding its marvelous crop of wise men and philoso­
phers and all its learning and accomplishments, he beheld this 
famous citv wholly given over to idolatry.— Verse 16.

Y\ itli characteristic zeal he began at once to present the 
profounder philosophy of divine truth, both in the synagogues 
of the Jews, and daily to the multitudes in the market-places. 
This new philosophy soon attracted the inquiring minds of 
many of the two most distinguished schools of Greek philoso­
phy— the Stoics and the Epicureans. As they listened to the 
eloquent logic of the Apostle in the market-places they said 
among themselves. This is no place for such profound dis­
course ; and they led the Christian orator to the Areopagus, 
or Mars’ Hill, where the supreme court of Athens convened 
and where Demosthenes and other eloquent orators had spoken. 
From this notable place many of the learned and wise, in the 
wisdom of this world, heard for the first time the heavenly 
wisdom, the new divine philosophy which far outshines the 
wisdom of the world.

Vfr.se,s 22. 23 The courteous address of the Apostle to 
the cultured audience before him is made to appear rather 
rude by our common translation— a rudeness quite incompati­
ble. too. with the Apostle’s own culture and refinement, and 
with his tact in presenting truth. The Revised Version is 
an improvement, and shows the Apostle to have been compli-

July 16, A cts 17:22-31.
mentary rather than rude: “Ye men of Athens [the address 
usual with all Greek orators], in all things I perceive that \e 
are somewhat religious; for as I passed along and ob-eived 
the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this 
inscription— ‘To the U nknown  God.’ What therefoie [by 
your own confession] ye worship in ignorance, this set 1 forth 
unto you.”

This exhibition of tact in the presentation of the truth is 
worthy of the imitation of all who are seeking to declare the 
good tidings with effect. It is not wise to begin with a Hide 
attempt to batter down prejudices, but rather we should begin 
with that which is already known or conceded, and then pro­
ceed by logical and Scriptural reasonings from the known to 
establish that which is as yet unknown to the hearer.

V erses 24, 25. The one true God, hitherto unknown to the 
Athenians, as the author and sustainer of all life, and hence 
incomparably greater than the gods they had hitheito wor­
shiped, instead of needing gifts, is himself the giver of every 
good and perfect gift.

V erse 26 declares the brotherhood of all the world of man­
kind (aside from the church), and the earth to be their dwell­
ing place; and that God has fixed times and seasons in work­
ing out his great plan respecting them.

V erses 27, 28. God is near to all who seek him, even 
though it be a blind feeling after him as an unknown God. 
As certain of their own poets had said, and so had come very 
near the truth, We are his offspring— the offspring of his crea­
tive power.

V erse 29. The logic which would trace the existence of 
living intelligent creatures to a source so unworthy that man 
could imitate it in silver and gold, is evidently faulty.

V erse 30. God is not holding man accountable for this 
ignorance of him and his ways; but when tlic truth is pre­
sented, it should be regarded as a call from God to repentance, 
and the knowledge brings a reward.

Verse 31 declares an appointed time for the world’s judg­
ment and Christ Jesus as the Judge of all the earth; and that 
this, God’s declared purpose, is corroborated by the resurrec­
tion of Christ from the dead.

V erses 32-34 show the usual results of the preaching of 
the truth. Like a magnet it attracts those who have an 
affinity for it, and others will not have it. Some mocked, and 
others desired to hear him further; hut the real lovers of truth 
were evidently few. Worldly wisdom is not of itself sufficient 
to find out God; and, except when accompanied hv humility 
and sincerity, it proves an obstacle rather than an aid to the 
attainment of that heavenly wisdom, whose price is far above 
rubies.

PAUL AT
III. Quar ., Lesson iv.,

Golden Text— “The preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish, foolishness; but unto us w'hich are saved it is the 
power of God.”— 1 Cor. 1:18.

After his work in Athens, the intellectual metropolis of 
the woild. Paul’s next point was Corinth, the great commer­
cial center of Greece, its cosmopolitan population and com­
mercial business making it a specially good field from whence 
the influences of Christianity might extend far and near. It 
was a desperately wicked city, its very name at that time 
being a popular synonym of vice and profligacy. But its wick­
edness was not Paul’s reason for carrying the gospel there; 
and he did not seek its degraded and profligate class. He knew 
that the gospel was for the meek, the lovers of righteousness, 
and that only such were counted worthy of it (Isa. 61:1; 
Psa. 97:11) ; and the Lord assured him (verse 10) that even 
in that wicked city were many of this class, and therefore 
counselled his remaining there.

V erses 1-3. Having arrived at Corinth, the Apostle first 
found two worthy Israelites, Aquila and Priscilla, who, with 
other Jews, had been exiled from Rome. These were of one 
mind and heart with the Apostle, and being of the same craft 
— tent-makers— he abode with them and wrought.

V erses 4-8. Observing the Lord’s order— “To the Jew 
first, and afterward to the Gentile”— the Apostle improved the 
opportunities of the Sabbath in the Jewish synagogues. This 
was, of course, the seventh, not the first day of the week; 
and Paul made use of it, not as a Jew under the law, hut as 
a Christian free from the law. and who therefore esteemed 
every day alike (Rom. 14:5; Col. 2 :16), all the days of the

CORINTH
July 23, A cts 18:1-11.
week being consecrated to the service of the Lord, and all 
the labors of tile week— whether of preaching the gospel or 
making tents— being done with an eye single to his glory. 
The Jewish Sabbath and the privileges of the synagogue af­
forded special opportunities for the promulgation of the tiuth 
(any person of ability being permitted to speak to the people 

in attendance) ; and of these the Apostle availed him-elf
Here Paul was refreshed by the arrival of Silas and Timo­

thy. And doubtless he needed their encouragement. for the 
majority of his Jewish hearers opposed him and blasphemed 
his doctrine. When they thus proved their umvoithiness of 
the truth, Paul shook his raiment and said unto them. “Your 
blood be upon your own heads [The reference here i- to the 
second death, toward which such a course of wilful opposition 
surely tends. The statement does not imply that thev were 
already doomed to it. but rather that, from their pve-ent atti­
tude and course, they were in great danger of it The ex­
pression is of similar import to that of our Lord recorded in 
Matt. 23-33. See also Matt. 12:31]; I am clean TI have 
done my duty toward you, and the responsibility is now \\ ith 
yourselves only]: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.” 

Nevertheless, though such was the general attitude of the 
Jews toward the truth, some, both of Jews and Greeks be­
lieved. and the house of Justus, a Jewish proselvte— “one that 
worshiped God”— living next door to the synagogue, furnished 
a suitable place for further discoursing the truth.

V erses 9-11. The Lord specially encouraged the Apostle's 
continued efforts in this place by a vision Thus leassured 
of the Lord’s personal care and supervision, Paul was pre-
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pared for any tiial, and in his weakness was made strong. always lealize the Lord at the helm, and trust and follow him
And then1 things weie wiitten for our learning, that we might in the footsteps of this, the noblest of all the noble apostles.

PAUL AT EPHESUS
111. Guar., Lesson v ..

Gulden Text— "When the spirit of tnith is come, he will 
auide you into all tnith.”— John 16:13.

Thi- lesson shows Paul a second time at Ephesus since 
leaving t'onnth. In the interim (chap. 18:18-23) he had 
first -pent a brief tune here, where he was accompanied by 
AquiU and Priscilla, and then visited Jerusalem, Antioch and 
the ihurehes ot (lalatia and Phrygia, strengthening the disci­
ples. Now he lim returned to find a pleasant surprise: A
eultined and eloquent Alexandiian Jew. a convert to Chris­
tianity. has been heie in his absence, mightily convincing the 
Jews, and that publicly, that Jesus is the Christ, and many 
have belieted and aie ready and anxious for further in­
stillation.

A polios him-elf knew only the baptism of John— the 
baptism unto repentance fthe same now taught by the Disci­
ples of Chii-tian denomination— See last Tower— Acts 18:25: 
10-41, and they had been so baptized. Aquila and Priscilla 
heard him speak, and, perceiving his imperfect knowledge, took 
him hom e and instructed him more peifectlv. so that when he 
went away from Ephesus to Achaia, he went better equipped 
for the work. The coming of the Apostle was just in time to 
encourage the infant church and to correct the mistakes of 
the zealous and beloved Apollos. His inquiry and their reply, 
with reference to receiving the holy spirit, showed their entire 
ignoiance of the privileges of believers— of entire consecration 
and adoption as sons of God into the divine family, implied 
m the oidinance of baptism into Christ. This subject of the 
high calling of believers, of the gospel age, Paul opened up 
to them, piobablv in quite extended discourse, of which verse 4 
must he understood as a mere synopsis. This clearer under-

J uly 30, A cts 19:1-12.
standing was at once acted upon, and they were again bap­
tized— not this time with the significance of John’s baptism 
(unto repentance), but of Christ’s baptism (of entire conse­
cration and full submission to the will of God).

Then followed the evidence of their acceptance with God, 
granted to all the early Christians through the laying on of 
the apostles’ hands (never otherwise communicated, except at 
the beginning) : the power of the holy Spirit came upon them, 
and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. (Verse 0) These 
gifts were necessary to the Church then in its incipient stage, 
both for their own full assurance of faith, and also for the 
world’s recognition of them as specially owned of God; hut 
they were not intended to be continued beyond the days of the 
Apostles.— 1 Cor. 13:8.

V erses 8-10. Paul continued his reasonings with the Jews 
in the synagogues three months, when, as usual, his advanced 
and clear teachings produced a division among the Jews, for 
and against the truth— the opposition of the unbelievers being 
very pronounced. He therefore, with the believers, withdrew, 
and thereafter taught in the school or lecture room of one 
Tyrannus. Here Jews and Greeks were alike welcome, and 
from this place the truth spread over all Asia Minor.

The lesson taught by the Apostle’s course in thus ceasing 
to intrude upon the unbelieving Jews, who were no longer 
willing to give the truth a hearing in their synagogue, is one 
that all believers should note and follow. What communion 
hath light with darkness, or truth with error? After using 
such privileges as are freely accorded, if the truth has no 
effect, its servants are not justified by any Scripture in in­
truding upon the rights of others.

PAUL AT
III. Quar., Lesson vi.,

Golden Text— “Remember your leaders, those who spoke to 
you the Word of God; and viewing attentively the result of 
their conduct, imitate their faith.”— Heb. 13:7.— Diaglott.

We stand in awe before such an example of moral heroism 
as we find in the Apostle Paul: and the passage chosen for 
this lesson makes it specially manifest. As we follow him 
from city to city and mark his faithful labor and care, his 
patient endurance of persecution, his untiring devotion and 
zeal for flic truth, his patience in instructing and bearing with 
the weak and ignorant, and all his sufferings for Christ’s sake, 
and then hear him say, “None of these things move me,” we 
feel that we are indeed contemplating a sublime character.

To say that Paul was a remarkable man, a wonderful man. 
a grand man, gives no adequate conception of his character. 
See how m everv city, bonds and afflictions awaited him- mobs 
and stiipos and imprisonment wore his constant expectation. 
Then load bis epistles and mark his fervency of spirit, his 
deep insight into the things of God, his care for the churches 
and his deep solicitude for their spiritual welfare, his earnest 
exhortations and his living example. Read till you are filled 
with the inspiration of his noble example and behold in him 
a ir n dele of divine grace.

No ordinary hopes and ambitions could inspire such a life. 
Ilis eye of faith was fixed on the things as yet not seen. He 
was a man of superior advantages and blessings, as well as 
of peeuliai and almost unprecedented trials. “Like one born 
bofoie the time” (1 Cor. 15:8). he had seen the Lord in his 
glorv and heard his gracious voice saying to him. “Raul. Raul, 
why per-ccutest thou me’ it is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks ” Tt was unto him as Ananias said,—-“The God 
of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldst know his 
anil,  and see that Just One, and shouldst hear the voice of his 
mouth . for thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what 
thou hrtO seen and heard.”  (Acts 22:14, 15) In mental vision 
he had been “camrht away to the third heaven” (to the Mil- 
hninal leign of Christ), and had been granted a glimpse of 
the gloiy and blessedness of that reign of righteousness. Again 
and aszain he received special, individual encouragement from 
the land In Corinth the Lord spoke to him by a vision, 
-axing. “Re not afield, but speak and hold not thy peac-. 
for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to liuit 
thee, for T bate much people in this city.” (Acts 18:9, 10) 
Again, in the midst of fierce persecution, “the Lord stood by 
him and said, Re of good cheer, Paul; for as thou hast testi­
fied of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at 
Rome.” (Arts 23:11) And again, w’hen in imminent danger 
of shipwreck, the angel of the Lord stood by him, saying.

MILETUS
A ug. 6, A cts 20:22-35.
“Pear not, Paul, thou must be brought before Coesar: and lo, 
God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.” (Acts 27- 
23, 24) And the Lord constantly witnessed with him to the 
truth of the gospel, by miracles and signs which mightily con­
vinced the people.— Acts 19:11, 12; 20:9-12; 28:3-6, 8, 9.

In view of these things, do we not truly say that Paul was 
a miracle of grace? He himself said, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthened me” (Phil. 4:13) ; and that 
it was the power of Christ that rested on him. (2 Cor. 12: 
9, 10) The grace given was indeed sufficient for the heavy 
labors and incessant toil of this beloved witness of the Lord 
unto us Gentiles. And ns we look upon his shining course wo 
see Christ in him; and reason says, Tf one who thus saw the 
Lord and heard his gracious voice, and who lived in such 
close and constant fellowship with him. was so inspired villi 
hope and joy, and so nerved to cheerful endurance of hardship, 
pain and loss of every earthly treasuie, the rewaid itself must 
indeed be glorious.

Reloved, let us mark the noble examples of the Lrnd and 
of Paul, and let us run with patience the race set before us, 
looking unto Jesus, as did Paul, for all needed strength and 
consolation.

With these thoughts, returning to the lesson, we see, in 
the parting of the beloved Apostle with the elders of the 
church at Ephesus, who had come to bid him farewell before 
he set sail for Jerusalem, and to receive his parting counsel, 
another reminder of his faithfulness and a worthy example 
for our imitation.

V erses 25-27. He said to them, “I know that ye shall 
see my face no more. Wherefore, I take you to record this 
day, that T am pure from the blood of all men THe was bear­
ing in mind his personal responsibility as a steward of the 
T-ord and the solemn significance of it as indicated by the 
Prophet Ezekiel— 33:7-91 ; for I have not shunned to declare 
unto you all the counsel of God.” On the part of Paul there 
was no compromise of the truth, no mixing of it with human 
philosophies to make it more palatable to either Jews or Gen­
tiles. or to avoid thus any measure of the otherwise inevitable 
persecution. The Christian teacher who can truly bear such 
testimony under such circumstances is indeed a soldier of 
the cross.

V erses 28-31. Note his fatherly counsel to these elders to 
continue to supplement the Apostle’s labors with their own; 
and xvith the same zeal and carefulness in xvhich he had set 
them an example. Note also his faithful warning against false 
teachers, xvho xvould surely develop in their midst; against
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wolves in sheep's clothing, who would not spare the flock 
while selfishly seeking their own temporal advantage. The 
Apostle did not counsel the handling of these wolves very 
gently, as some teachers of today advise. He did not say, You 
must call them all brethren, and tell them they are probably 
as near the truth as you are, and that you have a broad charity 
for all sorts of vain philosophies, etc., etc. No, Paul was not 
the man for such compromises.—Rom. 16:17, 18; 2 Thes. 3:6, 
14; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; 2 Tim. 2:15-19.

V e r s e s  32-35 are touching words—the eloquence of noble 
deeds, the exhortation of a living example, the benedictions of 
a loving heart, the incense of a devoted and hcly life, a true 
follower of Christ.

V e rses  36-38. Since the fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much, we cannot doubt that all their heart' were re­
freshed and comforted with a blessed sense of divine grace for 
this and every time of need, though their tears flowed freely 
at the thought of parting, to meet no more until the blew d 
day of final recompense.

The golden text is (veil chosen, though the common trans­
lation gives a significance at variance with the teachings of 
the Lord and the apostles. (See Matt. 20:25-28; 2 Cor. 1:24; 
1 Pet. 5:1-3) The Lord does not raise up rulers from among 
our brethren in the body of Christ; but he does rai'e up 
faithful leaders, to whom earnest heed should be given, and 
whose faith and example should be imitated.

PAUL AT JERUSALEM
III. Qu a r ., L e sso n  vii.,

Golden Text—“ For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake.” —Phil. 1:29.

Leaving Miletus, the scene of our last lesson, Paul pursued 
his journey toward Jerusalem, making several brief visits on 
the way—at Tyre seven days, at Ptolemais one day, and at 
Ca:sarea many days. And although forewarned of persecution 
at Jerusalem, he was persuaded that the Lord would have him 
go; and against all the entreaties of the brethren he was 
therefore invincible, saying, “ What mean ye to weep and to 
break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but 
also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”  
When he would not be dissuaded from his purpose, the breth­
ren submitted, saving, “ The will of the Lord be done” (Acts 
21 1-14), and some of them went with him from Caesarea. 
This was his fifth visit to Jerusalem since his conversion, 
twenty years befove. The day after his arrival he made a 
report of his missionary work to the brethren, of whom James, 
the Lord’s brother, was chief.

In the eight years since Paul had visited the brethren at 
Jerusalem (Acts 18:21, 22) he had (1) made two long mis- 
sionarv tours: (2) revisited and strengthened the churches in 
Asia Minor: (31 carried the gospel into Europe; (4) founded 
churches in Philippi, Corinth, Thessaloniea and Ephesus; and
(5) had widely extended the Gospel and made many converts 
to Christianity, whose genuine faith and zeal for the cause 
of Christ was expressed in their contributions, sent by Paul, 
for the poor saints at Jerusalem.

A u g . 13, A cts  21:27-39.
At the previous conference, eight years prior to this, the 

elders at Jerusalem had concurred with Paul’s judgment and 
previous practice, that it was not necessary to put the yoke 
of Judaism upon Gentile conveits. He had taught that the 
Mosaic law was no longer in force; that its forms and cere­
monies could not save any one, not even a Jew; and that faith 
in the Lord Jesus was the only way of salvation. He had 
taught, further, that the chief promises of God were to the 
spiritual seed of Abraham, of which seed are all who are 
Christ’s by faith and consecration, whether Jews or Gentiles. 
At the same time he himself, being a Hebrew, properly ob­
served certain features of the Jewish law ; not, however, as 
a condition of salvation, but rather as a justifiable expediency 
— a concession to his Jewish brethren who had not yet fully 
comprehended their liberty in Christ, that so his liberty might 
not become an occasion of stumbling to them.— See May 1st 
T o w er , page 142.

The narrative of this lesson needs no special comment, but 
is another illustration of the dauntless courage and holy en­
thusiasm of this noble soldier of the cross, a noteworthy in­
stance of which is seen in his request to the chief captain to 
suffer him to speak to the people,— as soon as they had left 
off beating him. (Verses 37-40) And the noble address which 
followed (chap. 22) was a model of skill, logic and eloquence; 
and a fair reflection of the worthy character of the Lord’s 
chosen Apostle. May its inspiration fire our hearts to the 
furtherance of the Lord’s work. The Apostle’s course was a 
practical exemplification of his teaching in the golden text of 
this lesson. ’

BROTHER RABINOWITCH IN ALLEGHENY
Joseph Rabinowiteh, of Kishenev, Russia, is well known to 

our readers as by birth a Hebrew, but a convert to our 
Lord Jesus, who is laboring for the conversion of the Jews. 
He is stopping with the editor for a couple of days, resting. 
Mr. Moody was instrumental in bringing him to Chicago, with 
a view of having him aid in work for the Christianizing Jews 
of that city.

Brother Rabinowiteh addressed a meeting of about 500 
Jews at Warszawiak’s Mission in New York. (Hermann 
Warszawiali is a converted Russian Jew who is preaching 
Jesus to his countrymen here.) In Chicago he several times 
addressed above 200 Jews, and on his way back he is to 
address about 600 Jews at Gsebelein’s Mission in New York. 
\Ye were agreebly surprised to learn of so many Hebrews 
in this country interested in Jesus as the Messiah—even 
though all are not converted to him.

When asked his opinion of the work being done for the

Hebrews in the United States, Brother Rabinowiteh said: 
“ I  am pleased with what I have seen; but it is rather raw 
yet. It needs more system, and a better system. My theory 
and plan are somewhat different; and I think better for 
reaching the heart of the Jew. I do not introduce the Jewrs 
into any denomination of Christians, nor to any creeds of 
Christendom. Rather I introduce them to Jesus as the 
King of the Jews—their own brother, their own lineage. I 
show the fulfilment of prophecy in him; and seek to have 
them accept him as Redeemer and Messiah. I leave out all 
those special doctrinal features which separate the denomina­
tions of Christendom, and preach Christ Jesus the Jew, 
crucified as our Redeemer and resurrected to be our King, 
our Deliverer from sin and death, in God’s due time.”

We were forcibly struck with the fact that Bro. Rahiuo- 
witch’s gospel to the Jews is so much in correspondence 
with our message to Christians.

REST IN
Just to let thy Father do 

What he w ill;
Just to know that he is true,

And be still.

THE LORD
Just to recognize its light, 

All-enfolding;
Just to claim its present might, 

All-upholding.

Just to follow, hour by hour,
As he leadeth;

Just to draw the moment’s power 
As it needeth.

Just to trust him: this is alii 
Then the day will surely be 

Peaceful, whatsoe’er befall,
Bright and blessed, calm and iree.

Just to know it as thine own.
That no power can take away: 

Is not this enough alone
For the gladness of the day?

Just to let him take the care 
Sorely pressing,

Finding all we let him bear 
Changed to blessing.

This is all! and yet the way
MarKed by him who loves the best: 

Secret of a happy day,
Secret of his promised rest.
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