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sities in each sinner by himself; repudiates all necessity for

a ransom; and thus rejects the favor of God through the

atoning blood of Christ.

V erses 21, 22, 26 declare that in the plan of God set

forth in the Law and the Prophets, and fulfilled in Christ, the

righteousness of God is clearly manifested: that he is shown

to be just, and yet the justifier of those whom he formerly

condemned. If this fact is witnessed to by the Law and the

Prophets, the suggestion is that we look to the Law and the

Prophets and see how they thus vindicate God’s character.

The simple account, as foretold by the prophets, and as

historically related by the apostles,

is (1) that the only be

gotten Son of God, who was with God from the beginning of

creation, gave up his former glory and took our human

nature; (2) that the object of this was that he might become

a substitute, a ransom, for the man Adam (and all his pos

terity) whose life was forfeited by sin; (3) that he might be

raised again by the Father and highly exalted to the divine

nature, with all power in heaven and in earth to accomplish

the complete deliverance of all those whom he purchased by

the sacrifice of his humanity.— John 1 :1 ; Col. 1:15-17; 1

Tim. 2 :6 ; Rom. 11:32; Isa. 53:3-5; Phil. 2 :9 ; Isa. 11:10.
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The Law, in its typical features, also prefigured the same

truths. See Tabernacle Shadows of B etter Sacrifices.

V erse 26. God, having justly condemned Adam and all

his race as unworthy of everlasting life, could not justly

reverse his own sentence, without a cause. By his own ar

rangement, however, Christ was that cause, for the removal

of that original sentence of death— in that Christ died for our

sins. Thus seen, the preaching, through faith in Christ, of

divine favor to sinners, once under divine sentence, is not

preaching a violation of justice on God’s part, but quite the

reverse. The very fact that God provided so expensive a

ransom-sacrifice for sinners proves that his justice is in

violable and unbending. It was because divine justice could

not deviate, that divine love and mercy were brought into

action; thus revealing to us that side of the divine character.

Those who thus see the divine plan of mercy and forgiveness

through a sin-offering, a corresponding price, and none others,

can see God to be just in justifying sinners whom he had

once justly sentenced to death.

The doctrine of the ransom is thus shown by the Apostle

to be fundamental to a proper conception and appreciation of

God’s character.



ENCOURAGING WORDS FROM FAITHFUL WORKERS

D ear F r iends : — Please change T ower to present address.



I miss it, and would not do without it. I shall never drop

this welcome visitor; rather would I do my work on one meal

a day. It is food to the truth-hungry soul, I need it to sus

tain my spiritual being, just as I need food to sustain me

physically. I hope all subscribers read and digest its

precious truths as I do. How it opens up the Word of God

and throws light where darkness reigned before! We cannot

all uncover these hidden truths, but we can see and accept

them when the due time comes for them to be known and

pointed out by the Lord’s servants.

I close with every kind wish to all in the T ower office and

all the readers of this priceless seed sower. I hand you a

letter from my friend May. to whom I had the pleasure of

introducing these precious truths.

Yours in the Lord’s service.

J. A. B ohnet .

Mr. J. A. B ohnet .—My dear S ir:— I have not only read

but studied the D a w n , which you recommended me to secure,



and I want you to consider yourself thanked a thousand

times for the priceless favor. It is the most wonderful ex

planation of the old Book that I have found in all of forty

years reading and study of its teaching. I assume some

acquaintance with Addison, Sherlock, Locke, Scott, and others

of less note; besides I have owned every commentary on the

Bible that I have ever heard of as having been published in

the English language during the last twenty-five years, and

nothing that I have ever read seems even to point in the

direction of the straight and narrow path opened up and

made plain by those three volumes. In its pages I find there

is a perfect and complete system, to understand which one

V ol. X IV



must read from Genesis to Revelation.

But I will not write what you well know.

least: They are full of comfort. Faithfully,



Last but not

J. J. M a t .



B rother C. T. R u s s e l l : — Your answer in a recent T ower



about voting, etc., seems right; and yet if not right now for

Christians to take part in politics, I do not see that it could

ever have been; but if the best part of mankind had always

kept out, it seems to me we would have had a much worse

government than we have. [You will find few saints’ names

amongst those of politicians. We make a distinction, you see,

between good people and consecrated saints.— Editor.]

You say a good deal about the “ fully consecrated.” I often

wonder just what you mean by that expression. Of course I

have read something of your meaning here and there in your

writings, but I would like right well to see a connected, full

statement of it. Before I knew anything at all of the D a w n

teachings, I had given myself to our Maker and to our Re

deemer in every way of which I could think; and I have never

taken anything back, so far as I know, nor do I have any

thought of so doing. My determination is, and long had

been, to cling to him, come what may, in the strength that he

gives. Is this “ consecration” ? In His name,

O. B. M’Curdy.

[Yes, dear Brother, you have the correct idea. Our wills,

then all our powers and influence, given to God, is entire

consecration. Your query relative to reckoned and actual

holiness was, I trust, answered in the August 15th T ower

— “ Christ in You the Hope of Glory.” — Editor.]
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VIEW FROM THE TOWER

“ Where are we?” is the significant question now troubling

the thinking portion of Christendom, and occasionally pro

pounded through the religious and secular press. The ques

tion has been suggested by the manifest absurdities of the old

creeds and the clash of new speculative philosophies, pro

ducing such confusion that it is impossible for many to

determine just where they stand.

The perplexity of the situation is very manifest from the

following remarks which appeared recently in the New York

Sun:—

“ And so the drift goes on, until little by little the ques

tion: ‘Where are we?’ becomes a pregnant religious one.

Professors sit in the chairs of seminaries teaching doctrines

far enough removed from the originals to make the ancient

benefactors turn in their graves; clergymen sign pledges on

ordination which they probably know the administrator does

not believe himself; the standards are in many cases only the

buoys which show how far the ships of the churches have got

away from the mapped-out channels. It is the age of go as

you please, of every man for himself, and all that. Nobody

knows where it is all to end, and those who are interested

most seem to care least.”

This may be regarded by some as merely a pessimistic

view of the case; but it is not. The writer has not expressed



it nearly so strong as the facts would warrant. Within the

past three years the tendency toward open infidelity has been

amazingly on the increase in both the pulpits and pews of

Christendom; and now the boldest strike is being made, not

only against the doctrines of the Bible, and against the doc

trines set forth in the various creeds, but against the Bible

itself as a divinely inspired revelation.

Failing to see in it God’s plan of the ages and all its

varied corroborative testimony as one harmonious whole, and

seeing its inharmony on every other line of interpretation,

the conclusion is rapidly being reached, and that by eminent

clergymen, too, that the Bible is not a divinely inspired book;

and with great boldness they are so openly declaring it that

thinking people in amazement are inquiring, Whither are we

drifting?

The recent controversy in the case of Dr. Briggs has done

much to accelerate the movement toward infidelity: for, though

the Presbyterian General Assembly has declared against him,

he is regarded by many as a verv martyr for truth. The

Rev. Lyman Abbott, successor to Henry Ward Beecher, ranks

him as a prophet, and a worthy successor of the prophets of

old. But for this it is not at all necessary in his estimation

that he should be in harmony with the prophets of the Bible;

for Dr. Abbott has no more respect for the Bible than for
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many other books. Quoting the common belief— “ The Bible is

the hope” (of the Gospel— Rom. 1 5:4 )— were not the product

the Word of G od!” he replies, “ Oh, I beg your pardon, the

of the church. And if, as we have shown, the writings of the

Bible is not the Word of God. I challenge any man who

Apostles were divinely inspired, then the New Testament

calls the Bible the Word of God to find that phrase, the Word

Scriptures are not the product of the church. But conse

of God, ever used in the Bible.” “ The Bible [he says] is

crated human agencies were used in both cases as God’s

itself the product of the church, and the church is the product

honored instruments. The word of the Lord through the

of the individual experience. First comes the individual con apostles is not the product of the church, but of divine rev

sciousness of God, and then out of all the gathered conscious elation. And never since those inspired apostles fell asleep

ness of God there comes the institution of religion, the church;

has the church been able to add one iota to the heavenly wis

and then out of the life of the church and its ministry

dom revealed through them; and to whatever extent she has

conies the literature of religion, the Bible.” His order of

wandered from their teachings, she has manifested her folly

authority would therefore be (1) the individual consciousness

by vain philosophies which exposes her ignorance and egotism.

of God, (2) the church, and (3) the Bible.

Nor is the church, as Dr. Abbott claims, the product of

Of course, then. Dr. Briggs and Dr. Abbott and many other

individual experience or consciousness of God; for, apart from

eminent divines (?) are quite on a par with all the Old

the Word of God, we have no acquaintance with him. We are

Testament prophets and the New Testament apostles, accord sanctified by the truth of God’s Word, is the way the Lord

ing to this theory.

expresses it (John 17:17), not that the Word of God is the

But Dr. Abbott is not the only one who thus boldly

product of our previous sanctification without the truth. The

Word of God, therefore, is the only real authority of divine

repudiates the Word of God: others, too, are gaining courage

by such examples, and these sentiments bid fair to be the

truth; and neither the church collectively, nor church coun

popular ones in a very short time. The Rev. Dr. Campbell, a

cils, nor the individual members of it, except the twelve

professor in the Presbyterian college of Montreal, Canada,

divinely inspired ones, are any authorities.

recently delivered a lecture before the students on “ The perfect

It is claimed by some that the church has exercised the

Book, or the perfect Father,” in which he boldly assailed the

authority of deciding and declaring which of the various

Bible as a mass of contradictions, not fairly or truthfully

ancient writings properly belong to the sacred code as we now

representing the character and plan of God, and consequently

possess it. But the claim is utterly fallacious. Concerning

not an infallible rule of faith. And now this gentleman’s

this claim let us observe how the facts stand, and note how

course is likely to raise as stiff a breeze in Canada as that

manifestly the great Head of the church has supervised this

of Dr. Briggs has raised in this country, the matter having

matter. The same divine providence which communicated the

been already referred to the General Assembly there.

truth to the prophets, both by natural and supernatural

Another reverend (? ) gentleman, Mr. Horton, who has

means, was just as capable of deserving and, later, of com

written a volume on “ The Inspiration of the Bible,” and

piling those documents; and in both cases the human agents

another on “ Revelation and the Bible,” said recently, in a

were only the instruments in his hands, whether knowingly

lecture to the divinity students of Yale College, that he

and willingly or not.

objected to the current practice of preachers calling the Bible

The Old Testament Scriptures were all carefully and

the Word of God. He had no toleration for what he termed

religiously preserved by the Jews down to the inauguration

a strange birth of time, “ the cult of Bibliolatry.” He said it

of the Christian dispensation, and then their testimony was

was due to truth and honesty for preachers “ to deliver the

carefully interwoven by Christ and his inspired apostles with

church from the confusion and mischief and error which have

the further developments of divine truth due in the new dis

been incurred by this one baseless notion, that a book written

pensation of the Gospel age. And they are freely quoted and

by human pens and handed down by human methods, tran referred to by them as of divine authority, while the New

scribed, translated and compiled by fallible human minds, is,

Testament writings are presented as supplemental to them

or can be as such, the Word of God.”

and of equal authority and divine inspiration; and all bear

the one harmonious testimony.

It matters little how presbyteries, synods and assemblies

deal with these men and their views: they cannot silence

The various books being thus linked together, so that if

them. The rising generation of theological students is under

one were lost others would indicate the loss, and if a false

their influence, and many who have quietly held such views

one were supplied it would lack such indorsements and its in

are now encouraged to give expression to them. But the most

harmony would be manifest, it is easily seen that no human

notable outgrowth of these sentiments is what is called the authority was necessary to make up the canon of Scripture.

Now American Bible, now in course of preparation under the

It is divinely indicated; and we would be very obtuse not to

direction of Prof. Haupt of the Johns Hopkins University, the he able to recognize it, even if those writings were lying

contributors (Prof. Briggs being among them) all represent around loosely and separately. Those who compiled the

ing the school of the so-called higher criticism, which re

Scriptures merely did what we could do today without their

pudiates the commonly accepted view of divine inspiration;

aid: they read the mutual indorsements of the Lord and the

and the attempt is to reconstruct the Scriptures from their

apostles and prophets. But while we do not accord to them

standpoint.

any authority or special wisdom in the matter, we do grate

Thus the authority of the Scriptures is assailed in high

fully accept the compilation as a providential aid to our study

places, and the question, Whither are we drifting? is indeed

of the complete Scriptures, in the same way that we also

a pregnant one in Christendom. The drift is unmistakable.

accept the still more recent helps of concordances, etc.

The rapids of skepticism are fast hurrying on toward the final

And all of these providential helps have aided in the dis

plunge into open infidelity; and “ who shall be able to stand?”

covery in the Scriptures of the divine plan of the ages, which

This is the day when “ the fire shall try every man’s work, of

links them all together as parts of one harmonious whole

what sort it is” and it behooves every child of God to fortify his

which cannot be broken. Without the aid of the compilation

faith with all the evidences which the Lord has graciously

of the Scriptures and its systematic division into chapters and

Mipplied to enable us to stand in this evil day.— Dan. 12:10.

verses for convenience of reference, and the valuable aid of

complete concordances in the comparison of scripture with

We would therefore commend to our readers a careful

scripture, humanly speaking, we would at least be at great

ir;\iew of the first three chapters of M illennial D a w n , V ol.

disadvantage, if indeed we could at all have arrived at an

i .. and the articles in the T oweb on “ The Law of God” (Nov.

exact knowledge of the plan of God. God, who works by

1, ’92) and “ The Calling, Office and Authority of the Twelve

Apostles” (May 1, ’93). And let us notice further that the means, and who uses human instrumentalities when adapted

to his service, wisely and graciously had all this preparatory

Scriptures do claim to be the Word of God, though their

authority by no means depends upon the finding of that ex work done for us before the due time came for the full dis

covery and understanding of his plan of the ages. And we

pression in the Scriptures, as Dr. Abbott seems to intimate.

rejoice and give thanks to God, and highly esteem every con

See Luke 4 :4 ; 5 :1 ; 8:21; Acts 4:31; 8:14; 11:1; 13:44;

secrated and honored human instrumentality which has facili

Rom. 9 :6 ; 10:17; 2 Cor. 2:17; 4 :2 ; Eph. 6:17; 2 Tim. 2 :9 ;

tated our progress in the knowledge of the truth, though we

Titus 2 :5 ; Heb. 4:12; 6 :5 ; 13:7; Rev. 1 :2 ; 11:3.

It is a great mistake to affirm that the Bible is the product recognize them merely as the instruments of a wise over

of the church; and those who make this claim do not know ruling providence which carefully comprehended, and care

fully adjusted, all the various means to the accomplishment

where to look for the church. The Scriptures declare that

Jesus Christ was the head and forerunner of the church; and of his purpose in the full enlightenment of his elect.

if he was the forerunner it is plain that none of the members

Those who lack the evidence of the plan of the ages to

of the church preceded him, and, therefore, that the Old Testa the inspiration of the Bible lack the strongest testimony of

ment Scriptures— which Paul says “ were written aforetime

all, and the time is very near when none will he able to

(before Christ’s advent) for our instruction that we through

stand the searching tests of this day of the Lord who are not

patience and the consolation of the Scriptures might possess amply supported by its strength.
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BLESSED ASSURANCES

Do you need a counselor to direct your paths? “ Thou

shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive ine to

glory.” Psa. 73:24.

Do you want a friend? “ There is a friend that sticketh

closer than a brother.” Prov. 18:24.

Are you discouraged? “ Be of good courage, and he shall

strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord.” Psa.

31:24.

Have you been wronged? “ But I say unto you, Love your

enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate

you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and perse

cute you.” Matt. 5:44.

Do you suffer for well doing? “ But if, when ye do well,

and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with

God.” 1 Pet. 2:20.



Are you heavy laden ? “ Come unto me all ye that labor

and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest.” Matt. 11 28.

Are you ignoiant? “If any of you lack wisdom, let him

ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth

not; and it shall be given him.” James 1:5.

Are you tempted to do wrong? “ If sinners entice thee,

consent thou not.” Prov. 1:10.

Do you hunger after righteousness? “ Blessed are they

which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they .~ha.fl

be filled.” Matt. 5:0.

Are you fearful? “ 0 Israel, trust thou in the Lord: lie is

their help and their shield.” Psa. 115:9.

Do you want sympathy? “Like as a father pitieth his

children, so the Loid pitieth them that reverence him.” lGa.

103:13.



THOUGH YE BE ESTABLISHED

[Reprinted in issue of October 15, 1902, which please see.]



“W H O IS SUFFICIENT FOR THESE THINGS?”

[Reprinted in issue of December 1, 1905, which please see.]



JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH
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Golden Text— “ While we were yet sinners, Christ died for

us.” — Rom. 5:8.

Thus far this epistle has established (1) the necessity of

justification to salvation from sin and death; (2) that the

teims of this salvation are alike for both Jews and Gentiles;

(3) that faith in the precious blood of Christ as the paymentof our ransom, implying a humble, grateful reliance upon

the same for salvation, is the one divinely appointed con

dition of justification and salvation; and (4) in Abraham’s

case, he has illustrated the nature and promptings of such a

true and saving faith. In this lesson the Apostle refers to

the blessed influence of faith upon the character, and to its

bearings upon the future prospects of those exercising it.

V ers :’, 1 shows that the immediate effect of faith is a

blessed realization of peace with God; not through personal

worthiness of his favor, but through our Lord Jesus Christ,

by whom we have received the atonement, his righteousness

being imputed to us by faith. In thus accepting him whom

God has appointed for our salvation, as our Redeemer and

Lord, we thereby acknowledge our own imperfections and sins

and the necessity of redemption by the payment of a ransom,

a substitute, an equivalent price, for that which was lost

through sin.

This first step of faith restores the believer to all the

privileges and blessings originally bestowed upon the human

son of God, Adam, and afterward forfeited by him, though

their full realization does not belong to the present age, viz.—

everlasting life, uninterrupted peace and communion with God,

and all the blessings of his fatherly providence. But, until

the appointed time of Christ’s reign, the experiences of the

believer are the joys of faith and hope, and of present peace

and communion with God in consequence of that faith and

hope. In other words he holds a check for full restitution, to

be honored and cashed in the due time of God’s appointment.

V erse 2 has reference to a second privileged step of faith,

an access by faith into a still higher grace, or position of

favor, wherein also we stand by faith and rejoice in hope of

the glory of God. Elsewheie we have been shown that this

higher giace is the privilege of being “ transformed” to a

higher nature, of being made “ partakers of the divine nature,”

“heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, if so be that

we suffer with him ” and of being made like him and seeing

him “ as he is” — “the express image of the Father’s person.”

(Rom. 12:2; 2 Pet. 1:4; Rom. 8:17; 1 John 3 :2 ; Heb. 1:3)

This is the “high calling” (Phil. 3:14) of those who, being

justified by faith, have enough faith to go still further and

accept and appreciate this great privilege of our high calling

and enough of the spirit of Christ to follow in his footsteps of

self-sacrifice faithfully, even unto death. The access into this

higher grace cannot be obtained except from the standpoint

of the previous grace of justification.

This is clearly manifest from the exhortation of the

Apostle in Rom. 12:1: “ I beseech you therefore brethren, . . . .

that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable

to God. which is your reasonable service.” Those addressed

are “ brethren” of the household of faith, justified believers,

before they are invited to accept this higher grace. Other

wise, being still under condemnation to death, they would

have nothing to offer in sacrifice to God, and certainly nothing



OCT.



15, ROM . 5 :1 -1 1 .



which would be holy and acceptable. Of this we have assur

ance also in the typical sacrifices of the Mosaic 1iw. The

sacrifices of the day of atonement which fore-hadowed the

“better sacrifices” (Heb. 9:23) of Christ Jesus and his body,

the Church, must be without blemish (Lev. 1-3; 3:l-(&gt;; 4-3,

23, 28; 22:21-25), and so must the “better sacrifices" be.

Christ Jesus, our Head, “the High Priest of our profession,”

was “holy, harmless, undefiled, and scpai.ite from sinners;”

“he knew no sin ;” and in him, therefore, the Father was well

pleased. (Heb. 7 :2 0 ; 1 John 3 :5 ; Matt. 3:17) We. however,

have no such actual perfection; but, clothed in his imputed

righteousness by faith in his blood shed for the remission of

sins— justified— we also are acceptable to God in the Bclo\ed.

(Eph. 1:0)

And thus, being called, we arc eligible to the

higher grace of sonsliip on the plane of the divine nature, and

to joint-heirship with Christ Jesus of the Father's love and

bounty; and to us belong the " exceeding great and precious

promises” of God.— 2 Pet. 1:4.

V erse,s 3. 4.

In this confident and glorious hope we

rejoice, even in the midst of tribulations, knowing that they

constitute the discipline necessary to fit us for our future

exalted station. If rightly exercised by these, bv a spiiit of

humility and submission, they' will woik in us the beautiful

grace of patience. And patience in submitting to trial will

lead to large and valuable experience— experience of God's

love and wisdom and grace and comfort. And this experience

will brighten hope and strengthen our confidence in God.

V e r s e 5. “And hope maketli not ashamed, because,” etc.

Those inspired by this hope experience no sense of shame

under the discipline and trials they must endure. The world,

and merely nominal Christians, mav despise and roicct and

persecute them, as they did their Lord ; but, having the love

of God shed abroad in their hearts, they glory in tribulations



and rejoice to be counted icorthy to suffer for his name’s

sake. And in the glorious message they bear there is nothing

to be ashamed of; for it i- the power ot God unto salvation

to every one that heliev ill. It tells of an. election now of a

“peculiar people.” for an exalted position of serin e mil of

the abounding free giace to all the families of the eaith when,

“in due time” (1 Tim. 2 -6 ), the elect “ little flock.” the “ royal

priesthood.” the “ peculiar people,” have been exalted to reign

with Christ in his Kingdom.

V e r se s 0-8 return to the subject of nisi ilic if ion to point

out the great love of God in providing for the ledemptiou of

sinners at such cost to himself. Raiely. indeed, would human

love sacrifice life for another, even for a righteous pei -on :

but God commended his love to us, in that while vve vveie vet

sinners, he gave his only begotten Son to die for u— a gift

which fond parents of an only and dutiful child can peihaps

most fully appieeiate.

The Apostle aKo points out our helpless condition— that

we were without any strength to help oui selves and that our

salvation is therefoie the free gift of God. thiough Clm-t,

and lienee a manifestation of his great love He fuither indi

cates that the time of the payment of our ransom in me was

definitely prearranged— "hi due time. Cliri-t died foi the un

godly.” This is a marked reference to the fact tint time is a

special feature in God's great plan of the ages. There was a

particular appointed time for the payment of our ransom, as
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well as for every other feature of the wondrous plan. Those

who w ish to consider this important time element, will do

well to study M illennial . D a w n , V ol. i l , The Time is at

11a ml.

V ersls 9, 10 teach us to build upon this manifestation of

God's lo\e in the gift of Ins Son, and our justification through

faith in his blood, the reasonable, as well as Scriptural, hope

of final complete salvation through him. When we were

enemies, God, by the death of his Son, manifested his sym

pathy for us by paying our penalty for us; and “ much more,

being reconciled [being justified and recognized as sons of

GodJ, we shall be saved from wrath [restored to the proper

condition of sons— liberated from sin and death, the manife-tation of God’s wrath] through him.”
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Thus, as long as we continue to trust in the merit of our

Redeemer, gratefully accepting the free gift of God’s love, we

have the fullest reasonable and Scriptural assurance of sal

vation.

V erse 11 points out a further cause for rejoicing in the

fact that we who believe have now received the atonement—

that we are now reckoned of God as perfect through Christ,

and as worthy to be called his sons, and to receive the favors

of sons. Having this reckoned standing now, we are in posi

tion to receive the additional favor of our high calling to be

the bride and joint-heir of his dear Son. May all the conse

crated duly appreciate their high calling, and strive to make

their calling and election sure. “ This is the victory that

overcometh the world, even your faith.”— 1 John 5:4.



CHRISTIAN LIVING

IV . QU A RTE R , L E SSO N IV , OCT.



Golden Text— “ Be not overcome of evil but overcome evil

with good.” — Rom. 12:21.

Hawng in previous chapters called attention to the mar

velous depths of divine wisdom and grace manifested in the

plan of the ages, and having pointed out its strong founda

tion and its ultimate glorious purpose, the Apostle now (in

chapters 12-15) proceeds to draw some very practical lessons,

and to exhort the household of faith to fully appreciate and

accept the grace of God through Christ, and to be faithful

and worthy sons and heirs of God.

V erse 1 is an exhortation to those already justified by

faith in Christ as the Redeemer, and who are therefore

"brethren” of the household of faith, to enter into the higher

grace of sons of God on the spiritual plane and become jointheirs with his dear Son and partakers with him of the divine

nature. (2 Pet. 1:4)

The way to this exalted position is

pointed out as a way of sacrifice— “ Present your bodies a

living sacrifice.” To do so is to do just what our Lord Jesus

did who said, “ I came not to do mine own will, but the will

of him that sent me.” It is to ignore the will of the flesh with

all its ambitions, hopes and aims, however proper they may be

in themselves, henceforth to devote all our time, our energies

and our talents, be they many or few, to the doing of the

Master’s work, so that we can say with Christ Jesus, It is

my meat to do his will and to finish his work. (John 4:34)

And this consecration is even unto death, when, the course

being finished, the reward is sure.

Such a sacrifice on the part of justified believers is reck

oned of God as “ holy,” because the merit of our Redeemer is

imputed to us through faith; and it is therefore acceptable to

God, and is but our reasonable service, and would be so even

if no such reward were promised.

V erse 2. “ And be not conformed to [patterned after] this

world [its ideas, hopes and aim s]; but be ye transformed

[remodeled, changed] by the renewing of your mind [by

taking the mind of Christ—by endeavoring to think as he

thought and to do as he did or would do in your circum

stances], that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable

and perfect will of God”— for only by coming into such an

attitude of mind can we fully know the will of God. Any

other attitude is more or less biased by prejudice, making our

discernment of the will of God more or less indistinct.

V erse 3. Through the grace given unto him Paul fore

saw that one of the greatest temptations among Christians

would be ambition to be great and highly esteemed, if not by

the world, at least among those in the faith, and to do some

great thing that would attract attention, rather than the

common things that constitute the bulk of actual service. And

therefore he counsels every man to take a sober estimate of

In-, talents, neither overrating nor underrating them, so that

he may make the best use of them as a wise and faithful

-toward.

V erses 4, 5 assure us of the important and honorable place

of every member of the body of Christ, though all have not

the same office. All are useful and needful one to another,
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and each should seek to know his place and to do his part in

it for the edification of the body.

V erses 6-8 urge faithfulness in the use of our talents in

accordance with a sober and just estimate of them. Thus, if

we have no talent for public speaking or teaching, we should

not waste our energies and misrepresent the truth by poor

attempts to use a talent not possessed; but, having found that

capacity in which we can do most effectual service for the

truth, let us spend our energies along that line with diligence

and carefulness. “Having, then, gifts differing,” let us use

them with diligence, patience, simplicity and cheerfulness,

contented to be very humble in the estimation of others that

our talents may increase the more to the Master’s glory.

V erses 9, 10. “Let love be unfeigned” — not hypocritical.

And let it always be pure— not a sickly sentimentalism which

forgets or ignores the proper bounds of propriety between

brethren and sisters in Christ, which even the world

recognizes, and which all the saints should the more firmly

establish. The pure love of Christ in our hearts knows no

man after the flesh, and puts no confidence in the flesh: it

recognizes the inherent depravity of the old nature and keeps

the flesh under the heel of the new nature. Consequently, its

disposition is the very reverse of undue familiarity: it is dig

nified, simple, pure, and maintains always that proper reserve

with the opposite sex which is approved even by the world,

and which much more becometh saints. The manifestations

of love among the saints should rather be after the manner

indicated in verse 10— by “ in honor preferring one another,”

and by such kindness as is entirely consistent with the most

refined modesty and purity. In such a state of mind and

heart, sisters will prefer to exchange their confidences and

intimacies with their husbands or with sisters, and brethren

with their wives or with fellow brethren; thus no reproach

will be brought upon the cause of Christ.

The Apostle again indicates the disposition of this pure

love among the saints in his letter to Timothy (1 Tim. 5:1, 3,

5 ), saying, “ Rebuke not an elder [an aged brother, even if he

has erred; have respect to his years], but entreat his as a

father; and the younger men as brethren; the elder women as

mothers; the younger women as sisters, with all purity [with

no semblance of undue familiarity]. Honor widows that are

widows indeed” — whose trust is in God and whose conduct is

consistent with that trust.

“Abhor that which is evil and cleave to that which is

good ;” “ abstain from all appearance of evil,” and “ let not

your good be evil spoken of” through any careless or im

prudent conduct; and, “ finally, whatsoever things are true,

whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,

whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,

whatsoever things are of good report: if there be any virtue,

and if there be any praise, think on these things,” and act

on them.— 1 Thes. 5:22; Rom. 14:16; Phil. 4:8.

V erses 11-15 need no comment, but are worthy of careful

pondering by all those who are earnestly striving to develop

in themselves the likeness of Christ.



ABSTINENCE FOR TH E SAKE OF OTHERS

IV . QU A RTE R , LESSON



V..



Golden Text— “ We then that are strong ought to bear the

infirmities of the weak.”— Rom. 15:1.

The Corinthian Christians were in the midst of an idola

trous people, and had come out from them. They had heard

and accepted the Gospel of Christ, and now desired to be

entirely separate from idolaters. To such an extent was

idolatry practiced in Corinth that most of the meat offered for

=ale in the markets was first offered to idols, and it was not
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always easy to learn which had and which had not been

offered in sacrifice to some heathen deity. Some of the Chris

tians were conscientiously opposed to having anything to do

with such meats, while others felt that it made no difference

whether they partook of it or not, since the meat suffered no

change, and since they had no sympathy with the idolatrous

worship. The question was referred to the Apostle Paul, who

replied:—
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V e r s e s 1, 4, 7.

“ Now, concerning the idol sacrifices, toe

know that an image is nothing in the world [that it is only

an imaginary godj, and that no one is God but one. For

though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or

in earth (as there be gods many and lords many), yet to

us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things,

and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all

things, and we by him. But this knowledge is not in all.”

(The intervening lines are parenthetic. See Diaglott). All

men were not enlightened by the gospel and so relieved from

superstition; and, consequently, the eating of such meats in

their presence might seem to them to be an indorsement of

the idol-worship; and thus they might be misled into a

partial indorsement of idolatry. Or at least the influence

of such Christians might be greatly weakened.

Therefore, while he admits that there would be nothing

wrong— no sacrifice of any principle— in the eating of such

meat (verse 8 ), he advises that these Christians forego the

use of their liberty in this matter out of deference to the

conscience of weaker brethren who might otherwise be made

to stumble.

And so clearly did the Apostle realize his responsibility for

the weaker brethren, that he said that if his eating of meat
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would cause his brother to stumble he would never eat meat.

— Verse 13.

Nor was he inclined to glory over his weaker brother

because of his fuller knowledge and consequent freedom from

superstition. Mere knowledge, he said, puffs up, but love

builds up. (Verses 1-4.) Therefore he preferred in love to

seek to build up the weaker brother’s faith and to avoid

placing any stumbling block in his way, rather than to boast

of his superior knowledge and liberty and to cause his brother

to stumble for whom Christ died. The latter course he shows

to be sinful (verse 12), while the former is the only one

consistent with true Christian love.

The Qolden Text from the Apostle’s letter to the Romans,

with the two succeeding verses, further enforces this same

sentiment, which all would do well to consider in every matter.

While with us at this day this principle does not involve

the eating of meats, it does touch many other things which

should be considered in the light of our responsibilities for

our brother’s keeping in the faith. It should regulate our

general conduct, our conversation, our manners, our dress,

our conduct and habits of life, that all may be to the glory

of God, to the edification of our brethren, and that our light

may shine before the world.



“OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT”

D ear S i r : — In the good providence of God, your three

volumes of M illennial D a w n were placed in my hands by one

of the Lord’s “ little ones.” They have been read carefully and

prayerfully, over and over again; and for them I render

unceasing praise to our blessed Lord.

I am one of those “who love his appearing,” and I am

watching the “signs of the times” with unbounded interest.

Enclosed find subscription to the W atch T ower .

Yours in his love,

M rs . M. E. M orrill.

K ind S ir s : — “ He that desireth knowledge, let him ask

of God.” I have realized untold blessings from V ol. i . of the

M illennial D a w n series; and. desiring to know more of



the truth of God, I send my order for the other two volumes.

Find enclosed fifty cents.

May God bless you in the work you are now advancing.

Yours with respect,

R ev. W. H. P rathes .

G en tlem en : — About two years ago I read the first volume

of M illennial D a w n , and am well pleased with it. It sheds

new light on God’s Word. After critical examination I am

convinced that it presents the truth. I now desire volumes

two and three of the D a w n series.

I joined the Missionary Baptists when about 17 years

old, and was a zealous member until about ten years ago,

when I began to investigate their teachings. To my great

astonishment I discovered they were teaching and following

their creed and the doctrines and traditions of men. So about

three years ago I earnestly requested them to drop my name

from their membership. I almost became an avowed infidel.

After reading The Plan of the Ages (bought of a colporteur)

and skimming through volumes two and three (borrowed on

short tim e), I lost that proclivity to infidelity, and again

enlisted as a soldier of the cross. I am an earnest seeker

after truth. I have had a strong desire to preach the Gospel

of Christ ever since my youth, and I earnestly hope and

pray that the day is fast approaching when, by the grace of

God, and careful study, I shall know what I believe, and

why I believe it, and shall bear to many the precious news

of “ good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.”

Your prayers are earnestly desired.

Yours fraternally,

O. H. P urefoy .

D ear B rother R u sse l l : — I praise God for the truth as

I now see it. For seventeen years I wandered in darkness,

groping, expecting something, I knew not what, and believing

all the time that those who did not repent and accept Christ

in this life would be lost; but I do thank God that this truth

has dawned upon me in its beauty and holiness: that I can

see a God of justice, love, mercy and power, and that in

Jesus Christ, to whom I hope to be united as one of the

Bride, I see that which is altogether lovely. To him may

all honor and praise be given. Amen.

G. W. L acy .

D ear B rother R u sse l l : — When out collecting for a ban

quet in the Salvation Army about the first of April, I was

introduced to D a w n . Words cannot express the joy and de

light which that book and the T ower lent me by a friend

have given me. I acted at once on my honest conviction,

gave in my resignation and commenced to spread the truth.



A great number have since commenced to read D a w n , but



the officer in charge here is shocked at my course. He called

a special meeting and denounced me as a heretic, infidel,

traitor to the Army and a person to be generally shunned—

I suppose to prevent the soldiers visiting me. as I am widely

known here. He said he did not care what we believed, if

we did not teach it. However, I told him I would teach it:

that I should, to do my duty to God and my fellow men,

proclaim the truth as loudly as I had the falsehood. I ask

the prayers of all the faithful that I may be strengthened

for my work. As Father Chiniquy says with regard to Rome,

you have to live in the Army to understand it. Looking from

the outside, one would think it real, and I believe at first

it was; but selfish ambition, self-aggrandizement and vain

glory have so crept in that it will overthrow itself.

Your new-found sister

M rs. E. W il l ia m so n .

D ear S i r : — I have just finished reading M illen n ial

D a w n , and I am charmed and delighted beyond all expression.

I want to thank you for the real joy and heart-gladness the

work has afforded me. Everything is so plain and reasonable

that I want the whole world to read this w ork; and if

others would receive one hundredth part the light and joy that

have come into my life, they would be amply repaid for time

and trouble.

With what system and order our Heavenly Father has

worked for man’s benefit had crossed my mind to a certain

extent before; but you have made him more than ever the

All-wise. What can I do to help on this glorious work ?

J. T ufford.

E ditor Z ion ’ s W atcii T o w er : — The paper* sent are at

hand. I have been greatly interested in the subject of bap

tism, and have studied considerably the different doctrines

taught concerning it, and my mind has been very much un

settled regarding it. I want to say now that vour aitiele

on “ Baptism and its Import,” in T ower of June* loth, is to

me the plainest and most convincing exegesis of the subieet

that I have read. That number of the W atch T ower alone

is worth the year’s subscription.

Yours in Christ,



J. M. A lexander .



D ear B rother -— I have given up all for the Master’s



work, and I am all alone. I have had to stand as a witness

against the entire city. For the last week my stand was

taken in accordance with our Master’s teachings as shown

me through the W atcii T ow-i r. I did not force my views

on any one, but, when it became necessary. I withstood the

entire towTn. They threatened to boycott me. and manv of

them have done so; but the Master has quadiupled my busi

ness in spite of their opposition. What difference to me how

many are against me, when he is for me. The only tiling

that troubles me is that I cannot do more for him.

I have placed the D a w n before almost every one in this

city. Dear brother, pray for me. that I may stand fast and

that he may open a way of usefulness for me. It is a great

honor to be able to work for our Master.

Yours in his love,

G. L. F r a n k l in .
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