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“HALLELUJAH! W HAT A  SAVIOR!”
[This article, excepting the paragraphs printed below, was 

[A Canadian journal, The Expositor of Holiness, reached 
our table as « e  fim-hed this aiticle. We extract a few state
ments irom one ot its leading aitides which show how blind 
aie both the wnter and the Editoi respecting true holiness 
and a gospel faith in Chii't. Ignoring the fact of the fall of 
the race m Adam, and of our consequent imperfection, because 
we aic hi« otfspiing. bom in .sin and shapen in iniquity (ltom. 
e 12. l ’~a o l-re , the redemption accomplished by Jesus our 
l.oi d. and our ///siijiumon. by taith in his blood are not seen. 
This is the seducing spirit and tendency of our times, part 
of the 'Van trine ot devils"—no fall, no death, no ransom; 
Chiist mciely a pattern, salvation by woiks, following Christ’s 
example, ciucilting youi own sins in your own llesh, as he 
ciucified sm m lus llesh ( ! )— ‘‘in -whom was no fin,” who nas

reprinted in issue of December 1, 1903, which please see.] 
“ holy, harmless, and sepaiate from sinners.” We quote:— 

“ Because Jesus lived right, men imagine that they can 
substitute his life for theirs when they come to be judged. 
. . . .  They have carved out the beautiful fiction that (foil 
will look only upon Jesus’ life instead of upon theirs. He 
will see that Jesus’ life was very good,—that Jesus’ life
pleased him, and thoiefore he will look onlv upon Je~u~............
Therefore they expect to come up for judgment . . . .  with 
shortcomings, with failures, with infirmities of the llesh, with 
sins of omission, with sins of commission, and expect God’s di
vine favor, by this substitutionary process,—God looking upon
Jesus............ The only atonement God will have anything to
do with is based on righteousness,—that we should live right — 
If a man’s deed’s be righteous he will escape condemnation.” ]

SENATOR PEFFER’S FOREVIEW
Speaking in the United States Senate, on January 21st, 

Senator l ’eikr yav e ewdence of having the eyes of his under- 
standing ~onnwh.it open. ro~peetmg what is coming. He is 
lepoited to have u-rd the following language:

“A day of letiibution is coming—a day of reckoning is 
nigh at hand. The people will cjpjte their enemy. In their

wrath this great ciime will be avenged. Standing as I do in 
the night of the Nineteenth century, and looking toward the 
dawn of the Twentieth, I see coming a wave of fire and blood. 
1 pi ay God that it may spend its force on the sea. Behind me 
is Rome, and before, God alone in his infinite wisdom knows 
what is in store.”

THE BOOK OF GENESIS— II
ITS OBJECT, AND ITS RELATION TO THE DIVINE CANON

The ol11(■( t iif the book i- to leveal to us the material 
um vci'c. m igm ami ndation lo God the Creator, and
the i |U,i!ny of all men hefoic him, the divinely constituted 
lcl . r . ’oii oi the ~c\c~ , the ongm of moial and physical evil; 
the pi im. iv. i l  hi'fiuy of the human iaec, and the origin of na- 
tioii~. the ~ck< tion of one as the depository of the sacred 
ieroid~, and rf the divine purpose and method for man’s re
demption. the hmtoiv of its ancestial foundeis, and then re
lation to its subsequent history, etc.

Of these tiuths, to the knowledge of which we owe the 
piesent advancement in civilization, it is the object of the 
book to luinish a divinely accredited record. Its value is ap
pal cut on the face of the above statement, and is attested by 
the hi'toiy of civilization. In these truths, and the divine 
attestation of them, lies the only basis of popular progress, 
and of peimanent national prosperity; and on all these we 
should be in the profoundest ignoianeo, without the revela
tion' contained in this book.

Auboilcn. in his defense of the Sciiptures as a divine 
levclation. has the following just thoughts on the historical 
,m1uc of tho'o eleven chapteis: “ If we had not the first eleven 
chuptcis of Genesis, if we had. on the beginnings of the world 
ami of humanity, only the myth-, of the heathen, or the specula- 
tiuim of philO'Ophers, or the observations of naturalists, we 
'liouhi be m the profoundest daikness concerning the origin 
and natuie of the woild and of man. It is with these chapters 
on the one side as with the prophecies of Scripture on the 
(■•tin i Theie v,e get the true light on the first, here on the 
1 ,,,t thin” - theie"on the foundation principles, here on the 
ultimate G ndencies of history; there on the fiist cause, here 
on the nbp'nt of the world; without which a universal history, 
or a phihi'Ophy of history, is impossible. But prophecy itself 
nl-o has its mots in these chapters, on which all later revela
tion plants itself. Happily, these primeval records of our
lace far moie widely than we are aware, have penetrated our 
whole mode of thinking, and sway even those who believe they 
must reject the historical character of these accounts. These 
chaptois maintain the consciousness, in humanity, of its own 
f.nd-ielatcd nature, of its original nobility and its eternal 
de~tination ”

Fiom this results its relation to the divine canon. Its 
tin eh mgs are presupposed in all subsequent revelations, and 
aie ns'Umed to be known to the reader. Passing allusions are 
made to them, in which thev are recognized as known; but 
no formal, full and connected statement of them is elsewhere 
made, as though it wore not already done and familiar to the 
leadci The ground-tiuths, on which the whole structure 
of i eligious teaching rests, are assumed to have been already 
taught- such, for example, as the relation of the material 
woild to the Supieme Being, who created it out of nothing, 
and who therefore controls all the forces of its elements, 
brought into existence by him, and hence subject to his will; 
the ) elation of man to the Being who created him, and who 
therefore has a sovereign right to control the use of the powers 
which he created; a right paramount to that of the creature 
himself, who possesses these powers by the gift of him who
<3: 43)

brought them into being; the cause of the moial and physical 
evils that universally prevail, thioughout the woild and among 
all races and generations of men: the inviolable sanctity of 
human life in every individual, until forfeited by Ins own viola
tion of it in another; the initiatory steps for peipetuating 
the knowledge of the true God, and for canying into ellect the 
divine plan for the redemption of the race.

These are the ground-work of all subsequent teachings, and 
all of them are assumed as known.

Moreover, the histories of various personages, treated of 
here in their minutest details, are often refen ed to as already 
known; so that no part of subsequent ic vela tion could be 
understood, without a familiar acquaintance with this book.

The book first reveals God’s relation to the universe, and 
to its sentient and intelligent occupants, as the Creator and 
rightful Proprietor and Sovereign of all.

It then records the early history and univeixil comiption 
of man, and the interposition of divine justice in the destruc
tion of the guilty race.

It then proceeds with the general history of the new race 
of man, till it becomes manifest that the original lesson is 
without effect, that the tendency to evil is innate and universal, 
and that there is no power of self-renovation.

It then records the initiatory steps of the divine arrange
ment for the renovation of man, and for perpetuating the 
knowledge and worship of the true God.

Thenceforward it is occupied with the pei sonal history 
of the family, in -whom and their descendants the divine pur
pose was to be carried into effect. In the details of their his
tory, as in the subsequent history of the nation, it is made 
evident that the wonderful truths of which they were the de
pository did not originate from themselves, but weie divinely 
communicated. If an intellectual and philosophic people, such 
as the Greeks for example, with a capacity for acute and 
metaphysical speculation, had been selected as the depository 
of these truths, it might with more show for reason be main
tained that they originated in the tendencies of the national 
mind. But how should the pure monotheism of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, the doctrine of the One Eternal God, have orig
inated with a people ever prone to idolatry? And whence was 
that light which illuminated Palestine, a mere patch on the 
earth’s surface, while all other nations, the world around, 
were enveloped in darkness ? And whence were those con
ceptions of God and his attributes sung by Psalmists and 
Prophets, and now the ground-work of the highest civilization 
to which man has ever attained, while Homer and Hesiod were 
singing of the gods of Olympus and the mythic fables of the 
Theogony? He who believes that the unphilosophical and un
learned Hebrews outstripped the most intellectual and wisest 
nations of antiquity, put to shame their learning and phil
osophy, and have become the instructors of the most enlight
ened nations of modern times, believes a greater wonder than 
the divine inspiration of the Hebrew Scriptures.

In this plan of the book there is a manifest unity of de
sign. indicating a special purpose and aim in its composition.

It should be observed of this, as of every other part of
[1616]
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the divine volume, that it is not a declaration of abstract 
piinciples, or of abstract truths, which convince without mov
ing. It takes hold on the life, through its details of life, and 
influences action by showing the power and tendencies of 
principles in action. The minuteness of its details of every

day life is theiefore in harmony xxith its spiiit and pur
pose, as it is with all other paits of the dnine Word; and on 
these depend its powei, insti umentally, .as an element in pro
gressive civilization.

— T. J. Conant,

GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
I. QUAE., LESSON VI. FEB. 11, GEN. 17:1-9.

Golden Text—-“He believed in the Lord, and he counted it 
to him for righteousness.” —Gen. 15:6.

God had promised to make a definite covenant with Abram 
before he left his native land, Haran. (Gen. 12:1-4) He 
actually made that covenant after Abram had complied with 
the conditions and come into the land of Canaan. (Gen. 
12:6, 7) And now, in the words of this lesson, we find God 
encouraging Abram’s faith by amplifying and explaining 
that covenant, and counseling him to continue to keep his 
heart in the proper attitude to receive such favois, saying, “ I 
am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 
And I will perform my covenant between me and thee, and will 
multiply thee exceedingly.”

The covenant was to give all “ the land of Canaan” to 
Abiam and to his seed for an everlasting possession. The 
terms of the covenant clearly indicate an earthly inheritance, 
an inheritance of that which Abram actually saw with his 
natural eyes. And Abraham (for his name was here changed 
as a confirmation of the covenant) believed the word of the 
Lord, and never lelaxed his faith, even to his dying day; for, 
says Paul, he “ died in faith, not having received the promises; 
but, having seen them afar off, he was persuaded of them and 
embiaccd them” (Heb. 11:13), although, during his past life, 
ns Stephen said, “ God gave him none inheritance in the land; 
no, not so much as to set his foot on ; yet he promised that 
lie would give it to him and to his seed after him, when as yet 
lie had no child.”—Acts 7:5.

That was indeed a remarkable covenant, and a wonderful 
manifestation of the favor of God toward his faithful servant 
Abiaham; and it was a remarkable faith on the part of Abra
ham which was able to giasp and appreciate a promise whose 
realization must be beyond the floods of death; and extending 
to a posterity so numerous as to be beyond hope of reckoning.

But, great as was Abraham’s faith, there was a feature of 
that covenant of which it was impossible for him to have the 
slightest conception; for it was to have both a literal and an 
anti-typical fulfilment. This we are enabled to see from sub
sequent divine revelations thiough the Apostle Paul, who 
shows that the seed of Abraham xvas to be understood in two 
senses: that there was to be a natural seed, an Israel after 
the flesh (1 Cor. 10:18), and a spiritual seed, “ which seed is 
Christ” (Head and body) : “ and if ye be Christ’s then are ye 
Abiaham’s [antitypical] seed and heirs of the [antitypical]

promise (Gal. 3:7, 29), which includes a much more glorious 
inheritance than the earthly possessions of the fleshly seed, 
rich indeed though their portion will be: for Christ is the 
heir of all things, and those who are Christ's are heirs to
gether with him of all things. All things aie youio. for ye 
are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s, who cieated all tilings by 
and for his well beloved Son.—Heb. 1:2; Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 
3:21-23; Col. 1:16.

A hint of this double significance of the promiie to Abra
ham was given for our benefit in the illustrations which Cod 
gave of his numerous posterity. They were to be as the sand 
by the sea-shoie and as the stars of heaven (Gen. 22.17 i — 
the former an apt illustration of the fleshly, and the latter 
of the spiritual seed.

Let all those who are of the faith of Abiaham mark these 
precious piomises and follow them up until, the exes of their 
understanding being opened, they see by faith the city estab
lished for which Abraham looked, the city which hath founda
tions, the glorious Kingdom of God in both its earthly and 
heavenly phase. (Heb. 11:9, 10. See M illennial Daw n , 
V ol., i., Chap. xiv.) The prophet Micali describes its coming 
gloiy (Micali 4:1-7) and says that, when the children of 
Abraham do thus come into possession of the land, they shall 
rest there in peace; for the nations shall have beaten their 
sxvords into ploughshares and their speais into pruning hooks, 
and nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they have war any more. Then “ they shall sit every man 
under his vine and under his fig tree, and none shall make 
them afraid; for the mouth of the Loid of hosts hath spoken 
it.” And we believe it. because xxe aie of the faith of Ahia- 
ham, and know that all that the Loid ha» promised he is able 
to perform.

And not only so, but today we stand upon the very 
threshold of that new dispensation—the Millennial reign of 
Christ, when all of these things are shortly to be fulfilled— 
when Abraham himself shall return fiom the captivity of 
death (Isa. 61:1; Luke 4 :18), when his natuial seed al~o shall 
return and possess the land: and wdien God will take away 
their stony lieaits and give them a heait of flesh and enable 
them to keep his covenant and to walk liefoie him with a per
fect heart and make them indeed a channel of blessing to all 
the families of the eaith. (Ezek. 11:19, 20) See M illennial 
Dawn  Y ols. i & it.

GOD’S JUDGMENT ON SODOM
FEB. 18, GEN. 18:22-33.I. QUAB., LESSON VII.,

Golden Text— “ Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?”—Gen. 18:25.

The subject of this lesson is an important one, though the 
limits assigned do not cover the event, which includes all of 
chapter 18, and chapter 19:1-28. Though the narrative is 
familiar to every Bible reader, its lessons have been very gen
erally ox'erlooked.

Before considering these it is well to note, in corroboration 
of our observations on lesson iv., concerning the ministration 
of angels prior to the beginning of the law dispensation, (1) 
how promptly they were recognized by those to whom they 
appeared. Although these appeared in human form, Abraham 
very quickly recognized them as more than human, and honored 
them accordingly. So also Lot recognized them; and, be
cause he honored them as the messengers of the Lord, he 
sought to protect them from the Sodomite mob, even at the 
expense of his virgin daughters if need be. But while Abra
ham and Lot recognized them as the angels of God, the men 
of Sodom thought them to be only men. Nor were Abraham 
and Lot excited, or in the least disconcerted by the honor of 
such a visit. They received their remarkable guests with be
coming dignity and grace, and xvith great composure: not with 
superstitious fear, nor as if it were a thing hitherto unknown; 
but as a rare occurrence and a special honor.

(21 Note also the expression of one of these heavenly 
visitants—one of the three representatives of Jehovah, pos
sibly his beloved Son, afterward our Saviour. Speaking for 
Jehovah, he said, (verse 17), “ Shall I conceal from Abraham 
what I am about to do, seeing that Abraham shall surely

become a great and mighty nation.”  etc.’  “ The secret of the 
Lord is with them that reverence him,” says the Psalmist. (Psa. 
25-14) Thus it was in Abiaham's day. and thus it is still. 
The Loid does not honoi the woild. nor the worldly wise, with 
a knoxvledge of his secret puiposes.— Dan. 12:10, 1 Cor. 1:19, 
20; 3:18, 19.

In verses 22-33 we haxre the account of Abraham's plead
ing with the Lord for the possible righteous souls that might 
yet remain in Sodom, and an illustration of the promise that 
the feivent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Jas. 
5:16) But when not even ten righteous poisons weie found 
in Sodom, the four that were found were first gathered out 
before the visitation of wrath descended on the condemned 
city ; for “ the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and 
his ears are open to their crv.”

Coming noxv to consider the seveie judgment upon Sodom, 
let us note its prominent lessons carefully— (1) We see that 
the city xvas wholly given up to xxiekedness and the basest 
immoialities. Not ex-en a strange man xxas safe m coming 
among them. Sin had theie reached that diendful enoiuuty 
to which the Apostle Paul seems to have refeience in Rom 
1:18-32. See also Jude 7 and Kzek. 16:49 50. They ueie 
sinning, too. against sufficient knowledge fiom the light of 
nature, as Paul indicates, so that they were, as he aflinus. 
“ without excuse ”

(2) We observe next that the penalty inflicted upon them 
xvas not eternal toiment. but a cutting short of the piesent 
life xvith its privileges and adxantages “ I took them is  ly 
as I saw good, saith the Lonl.” (Ezek. 16 50' And fix the
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same prophet he declares his intention to bring them back, 
together with wayward Isiael, the children of the covenant, 
saying. “ When I shall bring again the captivity of Sodom and 
her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and her daugh
ters. then will I bring again the captivity of thy captives in
the midst of them............ I will remember my covenant with
thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee 
an evei lasting covenant. Then thou shalt remember thy ways 
and be ashamed when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine 
elder and thy younger [Samaria and Sodom—Verse 40]. And
1 will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy 
covenant. And 1 will establish my covenant with thee; and 
thou shalt know that I am the Lord: That thou mayest re
member. and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any 
more, because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee 
for all that thou hast done [which he declares to be worse than 
Sodom had done—Verses 47, 48], saith the Lord Jehovah.”

When the Lord thus declares his purposes, and that in full 
view and statement of all the circumstances, and signs his 
name to the document, there is no room left for cavil or doubt. 
Wicked Sodom and Samaria and Israel and all the families of 
the earth shall be brought back from the captivity of death— 
the only captivity which could possibly be referred to here; 
for this ua- spoken long after Sodom was laid in ashes. Nor 
wa~ there a single Sodomite left to perpetuate the name; for 
it is written that, “ the same day that Lot went out of Sodom 
it rained fire and hi nnstone fiom heaven and destroyed them 
all.” (Luke 17:29; Gen. 19:24, 25) Our Lord also adds 
his testimony saying, “ Marvel not at this, for the hour is com
ing in which all that are in the graves shall hear the voice 
of the Son of man and shall come forth; they that have done 
good unto the resurrection of life, and they that have done 
evil unto the resurrection of judgment” *—trial. (John
5:27-29) And the Apostle Paul states, “ There shall be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.”— 
Acts 24:15

The statement of Jude 7 that “ Sodom and Gomorrah are 
set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire,” may he thought by some to be at variance with the 
above quoted sciipture-- But not so. The word of the Lord 
spoken by prophets and apostles and by the Lord Jesus him
self must of necessity be harmonious; and any interpretation 
which does not manifest that harmony must be erroneous. 
The word “ fire” is here used as a symbol of destruction, and 
the word eternal is from the Greek word aionios, which signifies 
age-lasting. Thus Sodom and Gomorrah are represented as 
sufl'cnmr the vengeance of age-lasting destruction. They were 
destroyed, says Luke (17:29), and they have remained so 
e\er since, and will so lemam until the appointed time for 
bringing then: again fiom the captivity of death, as declared 
by the Piophet Ezekiel.

Mark also the statement that these were set forth for an 
examj/lc of God’s treatment of the evil doeis (See also 2 Pet.
2 0 )— an example both of his vengeance and of his mercy. 
His iciigeance was manifested in their destruction; and his 
meicy ia specially manifest in their promised deliverance. God 
will punish the e\il doers, but he will have mercy also. Those 
who ha\e sinned against a measure of light shall be punished 
aecoidingly (Luke 12:48) ; and those who, during this Gospel 
age. hare been fully enlightened, and who have tasted of the 
hea\enl\ gift of justification, and been made partakers of 
the hoh spint. and who have tasted of the good word of 
God i not it-, pel torsion), and the powers (advantages) of the 
< onimg age. and have spumed these, and counted the blood 
of Hie co\eriant wherewith they were sanctified a common thing 
i Heb. 6.4-6, 10:20-31), will be cut off from life in the second 
death

However, the Sodomites and others, though great and 
shamifnl sinnei-,. and worthy of many and severe stripes, some 
of which, at least, were received in their past life, as, for 
in-tance. in their fearful overthrow and destruction, were 
not thu- fully enlightened, and consequently were not con
demned to the second death, from which there will be no 
i o-11rreetion. And. therefore, even the wicked Sodomites will 
luai the voice of the Son of man and come forth in due time; 
for “ find our Saviour will have all men to be saved and to 
- f>ii,<■ unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one [just 
and mctriful] God. and one mediatoi between [that just and 
hoh  1 God [who cannot toleiale sin] and [fallen, sinful] men, 
the man Christ Jesus [the only begotten and well beloved Son 
of God, whom God gave to ledeein us, because he so loved 
the world c\cn while, they were vet sinners, and] who gave 
hirn-elf] in accordance with the Father’s plan] a ransom for

* The Greek word knsts. rendered damnation in the common version 
does not mc'in damnation, but a trial or judgment, and is so translated 
t .it' r.ru t 'r i s  m ti ( N'('\ Testament

all [the Sodomites and all other sinners included],—to be 
testified in due time.”  (1 Tim. 2:3-6) And while this testi
mony was not given to the Sodomites in their day, it is just 
as sure that they shall have it in the coming age under the 
Millennial reign of Christ, when they shall come forth to 
judgment— to a shameful realization of their guilt, and to 
an opportunity for repentance and reformation.

Our Lord’s statement with reference to their future judg
ment (Matt. 10:14, 15) is also worthy of special note. In 
sending out his disciples to preach the gospel of the Kingdom 
of heaven (verse 7), he said it would be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for the city 
or house that would not receive their message—“And whoso
ever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye de
part out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 
Verily, I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that 
city.”  The implication is that it will be tolerable for both 
classes, but less tolerable for those who wilfully reject the 
light of divinely revealed truth, and thus prefer the darkness 
to the light, because their deeds are evil (John 3:19, 20), 
than for those who even sinned egregiously against the dimmer 
and waning light of nature.

Hear again the Lord’s warning to the caviling Jews who 
had seen his mighty works, but who wilfully refused to ad
mit their testimony of his Messiahship— “ Then began he to 
upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were 
done, because they repented not: Woe unto thee, Chorazin! 
woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works which weie 
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, 
it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of 
judgment than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art 
exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hades [the 
grave]; for if the mighty works which have been done in thee 
had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 
day. But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable foi 
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for thee.” 
(Matt. 11:21-24).

Tyre and Sidon had suffered a terrible overthrow in the 
midst of carnage, pestilence and blood, and Sodom had perished 
under a deluge of fire and brimstone!; but the more guilty 
(because more enlightened) Judean cities remained. Whvv 
Because the great day of judgment had not yet come, and c.\ 
cept in a very few instances— of which those cited are in point, 
which were summarily judged and punished before the ap
pointed time for the world’s judgment, for examples, as stated 
—the punishment of evil doers tarries until the appointed 
time, the Millennial age. Thus it is written. "The sins ot 
some men are previously manifested, leading on to judgment, 
but in some [instances] indeed they follow after.”  (1 Tim. 
5:24 See also Luke 13:1-5) The Lord points foiward to the 
day of judgment when all the guilty shall receive their just 
deserts, and when chastened and penitent sinners may return 
to God.

The judgments of that day will be tolerable for all; and 
the special revelations of divine truth and the helpful dis
cipline and instruction which were not due in the days of 
Tyre and Sidon and Sodom, but which our Lord says would 
have led them to repentance, will be given in the coming day 
of judgment, both to those wicked cities and also to the cities 
of Judea.

How plainly all these scriptures point to the coming “ times 
of restitution of all things” of which Peter speaks in Acts 
3:19-21, saying, “ Times of refreshing shall come from the pres
ence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ, which be
fore was preached unto you, whom the heaven must retain 
until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began.”

Then these times of restitution are the times of Christ’s 
second presence; and this work of restitution is the grand ob
ject of his predicted thousand years reign on earth; and that 
must be the day of judgment to which the Lord referred as 
the time for the “ tolerable”  discipline and final settlements 
with Tyre and Sidon and Sodom and Chorazin and Bethsaida 
and all the rest of mankind—the day spoken of by the Apostle 
Paul (Acts 17:31), saying, “ God hath appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained [Jesus Christ], whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men in that he hath raised him from the 
dead.”

t  The whole region about Sodom abounds with slime or bitumen 
pits (Gen. 1410) sulphur and salt; and the fire was probably from 
lightning. Thus God used the natural elements with which they were 
surrounded in accomplishing their destruction
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We rejoice in the blessed testimony thus assured to all 
men that God, who so loved the world, even while they were 
yet sinners, that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish but have everlasting life, 
hath also appointed a day—a period of a thousand years— in 
which he will grant to them all a righteous judgment, trial, 
by him-—by that same Son, now risen from the dead—who 
also so loved us that he freely laid down his life for us all, 
that thus by the merit of his vicarious sacrifice he might re
move the legal disability to our restoration. And we re
joice, too, in the mercy and love and helpfulness vouchsafed

to our sin-sick race by the character of the Judge who has 
given such ample proof of his love.

He will be a just Judge, laying “ justice to the line and 
righteousness to the plummet;” “ a merciful High Priest 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities;” a wise and good 
physician able to apply the healing balm of the tree of life 
which is for the healing of the nations; and indeed the blessed 
seed of Abraham in whom “ all the families of the earth ( fi cm 
Adam to the end) shall be blessed.”

With such blessed assurances, who could doubt that the 
Judge of all the eaith will do light’
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THE EUROPEAN OUTLOOK— YET THERE IS TIME
Washington Diplomats and others are calling attention to 

the fact that European armies were increased fully one hun
dred thousand men during 1893. They assert that the long 
feared, general European war involving all nations is sure to 
begin during 1894. They expect that a movement in Norway, 
looking to a sepaiation of that country from Sweden and its 
conversion into a Republic, is likely to be the beginning of 
a war between Norway and Sweden; that this will be fol
lowed by an attempt on the part of Russia to acquire certain 
winter ports for ships of war and commerce on the coast of 
Norway, said ports being desirable because, being warmed by 
the Gulf Stream, they are open the year round. This action 
on the part of Russia, it is asserted, would provoke Germany 
and England to opposition, and thus speedily the dreaded, 
gieatest conflict of the old world be speedily precipitated.

All this looks probable; but we nevertheless do not expect 
a geneial war, the great trouble of Scripture, for some years 
yet. We feel confident that the winds of war are being held, 
under our Lord’s direction, until the “harvest”  message shall 
have sealed in their foreheads (intellectually) all of God’s 
saints in those lands; be they few or many, we know not.— 
Rev. 7:3.

Who are ready to take the field as colporteurs amongst the 
Swedes, Danes and Norwegians ? The Swedish edition of M.

Daw n , Vol. i ., is already out, and the Dano-Xorwegian edi
tion is nearly ready. These will be furnished to colporteurs 
at U y, cents (one-half their actual cost) per copy by freight 
or 15 cents by mail in packs of five or its multiples.

Here is an excellent oppoitunity for brethren and sisters 
of those nationalities to serve the Lord and their countrymen 
— in this country or in their native lands. The books sell at 
35 cents, so that those who can sell only a few can cover 
their expenses.

All should think soberly concerning their circumstances, and 
all the consecrated who are unencumbered should do what they 
can to spread the good tidings. Every foreigner in this coun
try who becomes deeply interested is apt to send the truth to 
friends abroad as well as at home. Brother Larson, a deeply 
interested Dane, sent an English copy of M. Dawn to a friend 
in Denmark, who, not being able to appreciate it himself, for
warded it to Prof. Samson, of the Morgan Park University. 
The latter became deeply interested, and is the translator of 
the Dano-Norwegian edition now on the press.

So the Truth is spread. Let each be sure that lie is doing 
what he can do; and let all leave the general results to God. 
Sow the seed broadcast and liberally, wherever you have rea
son to surmise that it might take root; for thou knowest not 
which will prosper, this or that.

A CANDID CONFESSION
On resigning his position as editor of The Review of The 

Churches, Archdeacon Farrar is quoted as having said— “ The 
whole cause of the Reformation is going by default; and if 
the alienated laity do not awake in time, and assert their 
rights as sharers in the common priesthood of all Christians, 
they will awake, too late, to find themselves nominal members 
of a church which has become widely popish in all but name.” 

Commenting on this, Brother Gillis remarks,— “He thus

KEEP YOUR
Since the Lord has so graciously led his consecrated peo

ple into the knowledge, not only of his wonderful plan of 
salvation, but also of its times and seasons, it is important, 
especially in this eventful period of transition, that we keep 
our eyes open to observe the accurate fulfilments of prophecy 
now being brought to pass. Indeed, with open eyes, one can 
seldom glance over a daily newspaper without seeing some 
verification of the sure word of prophecy in the direction of 
a widespread expectation of some great revolutionary change 
in the social and religious conditions of the whole world.

Even those who have no knowledge of the divine plan of the 
ages and its systematic and precise times and seasons are now 
reading the signs of the times so clearly as to approximate 
the time of their issuance in a new order of things within but 
a year or two of the time prophetically indicated. They see 
that a great revolutionary change is not only inevitable, but 
imminent; though they are quite at sea in their prognostica
tions of the final outcome, believing as thev do, that the 
shaping of the destinies of nations and individuals is in the 
hands of the piesent generation of “ Christendom,”  instead of 
m the hands of him whose right it is to take the kingdom 
and to possess it forever, and whose time is come.—Ezek. 21:27.

As a single illustration of this, out of many that might be 
adduced, we present to our readers the following able and sig
nificant address of the Rev. Dixon, of New York, on 

THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION.
His text was Matt. 10:3.— “Ye can discern the face of the 

sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?”  He 
said —

“ History seems naturally to divide itself into periods. These 
periods of histmy have characteristics which distinguish them 
from the centimes which precede and the centuries which fol-
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bewails the very state of things the clergy helped to bring 
about by suppressing the spirit of reform on all matters of 
faith and doctrine. In such pitiful straits they cannot con
tend against popish advances, their own clerical authority be
ing involved. His confession implies that the court is called 
and Protestantism fails to appear. The case goes by default, 
and the pride of three hundred years falls in the dust, and 
defendants must pay the fearful cost.”— How true!

EYES OPEN
low the era of the crusades as clearly and distinctly maikcd 
in medieval history. The period of the French revolution in 
like manner has its special characteristics, and is clearly de
fined in the history of the world. So in ancient times there 
were centuries of development which are distinctly marked. 
There are, upon the other hand, the crises of transition be
tween the great historic centuries of development. These 
periods of transition are the seed times, while the gieat cen
turies of revolution and construction are the harvest times of 
history.

“ The nineteenth century is peculiarly a century of transi
tion. It is a period of preparation. It has been* one of tie- 
mendous development, and yet it is the development ot i 
promise rather than the fulfillment of that which has -one 
before. The most marvelous development of the nineteenth 
century is the prophecy it gives of the twentieth. With all 
our wonderful achievements there is nothing so wondeiful as 
the universal hope inspired in the human breast that we will 
do something better in the near future.

“ The import of action in a period of transition is of ines
timable importance. What is impiessed upon the character 
of this age will constitute the elements of strength or of weak
ness in the new- century that is to be born. That which, is 
now shaping the forces that shall dominate the life of the 
twentieth century must partake of permanence. In many re
spects it, will be decisive.

“ There are certain elements in our eurient life which 10- 
veal to us flic fact that the centurv hcfoie us niu-t he con
stituted in its social, economic and political life noon a now 
basis. This must he so.

(1) “ Because of the rapidity of inateii.il piogiess .lining 
the past generation and its speed in this go,million Iho
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