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Father’s will that I may do it. Only very recently have I 
begun to see my deserved place before God. I see such a won
derful privilege in the election of grace. I see now that God 
has not been obliged to give me a place among the “ elect few,”  
who “ shall be partakers of the divine nature,”  but that he 
calls whomsoever he will, and they must make their calling and 
election sure. “For by grace are ye saved through faith and 
that not of yourselves.”  Much light comes to me through 
Millennial Dawn ; also on other matters through the Toweb. 
In love of the truth. James D. Weight.

Dear Brother Russell:—I have been thinking of writing 
to you for some time. I want to thank you as the instrument 
in God’s hands for leading me into the light. I have been a 
truth-seeker for years; and crying, Oh, that I  knew where I 
might find him! I have often prayed to God in secret to show 
me his glory. I need not now say that I am feasting mentally

on the riches of his grace. The Lord sent me a set of the 
Dawns about three months ago; and 1 have not only 
read them, but I constantly read, mark, learn and inwardly 
digest them. They have become a burning fire shut up within 
my bones, and I cannot forbear to tell the glad tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all people.

I was once a Methodist preacher; for eight years I have 
been a Baptist preacher, but, thank God, I am now only a 
preacher of the Lord. 1 have left Babylon forever. Oh, that 
I may be faithful to the end, that I may be accounted worthy 
to escape those things that are coming on the earth, and to 
stand before the Son of Man!

I have sold twelve sets of the Dawns, and I am devoting 
all the time I can afford to preaching and getting people to 
read. I have much opposition, but faithful is he who prom
ised. Your brother in Christ.

L. T. Mears.
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THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP
“And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him; for they know his voice. And a 

stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him; for they know not the voice of strangers.”—John 10:4, 5.
In the days of our Lord’s first advent, as today, there were 

many widely recognized leaders and teachers; and various sys
tems of human philosophy claimed the attention of thinking 
men. Among the Jews much uninspired teaching was added 
to the sacred literature of the Law and the Prophets, while 
the neighboring Greeks were diligently dealing in philosophic 
speculation and ever seeking something new. And now the 
long expected, but generally unrecognized, Messiah of Israel 
was about to introduce a new system of teaching, the phil
osophy and the ethics of a new dispensation of divine provi
dence and grace, the outgrowth and the antitype of Judaism.

But the changes were to be so radical and revolutionary, 
and so different from all human expectations among either Jews 
or Gentiles, that the Lord realized that its announcement would 
be to the Jews in general a stumbling-stone and to the Greeks 
foolishness, and that, under the blinding influence of the prince 
of this world, to the few only would it be manifestly the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 1:23, 24) And this 
few he knew would be the meek and humble-minded ones in 
Israel. Such he characterized as his sheep, sheeplike meek
ness being the chief trait of their character, the same symbol 
being applied also to the Lord himself—“ Behold the Lamb of 

-J3od that taketh away the sin of the world.”
Upon the few who had thus far received his teaching and 

become his disciples, as well as upon all such subsequently, 
he desired to impress the lesson of meekness and to assure 
them of his tender care over them. Therefore he says, “ I am 
the good Shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep,”  etc. And no matter how many others might claim to 
be the shepherd, he declared himself to be the only true one, 
and that he would prove it, even to the sacrifice of his life 
for them.

Again he said, “ I am the door: by me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture.”  
But how does this harmonize with that other statement— “ He 
that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep?”  
How could our Lord both enter by the door and also be the 
door’  In this way: According to God’s plan of salvation the
way of man’s recovery from death and of his access to eternal 
life was to be legally opened up by a ransom sacrifice; and 
when our Lord Jesus freely offered himself to fulfill that re
quirement of the divine plan, he thereby entered the divinely 
arranged door of opportunity to become the Saviour of the 
world and the Shepherd of the Lord’s sheep. He entered the 
door of the divine plan and thus became to us the door of 
opportunity, the way of access to eternal life, and was also 
therefore counted worthy to be the good Shepherd to lead the 
lost flock of humanity back to the fold of God, in whose favor 
is life and at whose right hand there are pleasures forever
more. (Psa. 16:11) He that entered in by the way of Jeho
vah’s appointment is thus both the door of access to God and 
the good shepherd of the sheep. “ To him the porter [the holy 
spirit of God] opencth Tthe way to the sheepl.”  This opening 
was done in all the various ways which proclaimed him to us 
as the beloved Son of God, in whom the Father was well 
pleased, and our Redeemer and Saviour— in the testimony at 
liis baptism, and again on the mount of transfiguration; in the 
veiled heaven and the rent rocks on the occasion of his death; 
in the fact of his resurrection and its testimony by angels and 
eyewitnesses; in the perfect agreement of all the prominent 
features of bis life and character with the testimony of prophets 
regarding him; and in the authority and character of his 
teaching and the simplicity and purity of his character which

outshone that of every other man, so that even those who did 
not recognize him as the Son of God, declared, “ Never man 
spake like this man.”

And the sheep, thus assured, recognize Jehovah’s Anointed 
as their shepherd; and thenceforth they “ hear his voice.” 
“And he calleth his own sheep by name [he is interested in 
them, not only as a general flock, but as individuals] and lead- 
eth them out.”

While the Lord thus proclaimed himself the true shepherd 
and the only door into the fold of God, he characterized all 
others as strangers, false and hireling shepherds, and thieves 
and robbers; for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we may be saved than the name of Jesus. 
(Acts 4:12) Plato, uninstructed in divine truth and blindly 
groping about with the torch of human reason, in seeking to 
solve the mysteries of human life, may at times have struck 
a chord of the divine harmonies with thrilling effect upon 
thoughtful minds; but soon the clash of discords broke the 
spell or led the mind into channels of error. So also with 
Aristotle, Socrates, Confucius and other seekers after God, be
fore life and immortality were brought to light by Jesus 
Christ. Such men could not be classed as false shepherds; for 
they evidently were seeking and following the best light they 
had. Rather, they, or at least some of them, were bell sheep 
which themselves had lost the way and were wandering upon 
the mountains, and leading the flocks to the best pastilles and 
the purest waters they could find. But those who, after light 
has come into the world, and after they themselves have seen 
and realized it, love darkness rather than light, and who, in
stead of pointing men to Christ, direct them to the human 
philosophies of Plato, or Darwin, or others—all such meiit 
the appellations which the Lord applies to them. They tiuly 
are thieves and robbers, teaching men that they can climb up 
into God’s favor and into his fold by some other way than that 
which God hath appointed—through faith in the atoning sacri
fice of Christ. Such teachers are the hireling shepherds to 
whom the Master refers: they have little or no real inteiest 
in the sheep and seem reckless of their eternal inteiests, their 
own present advantage being always of paramount impoitance. 
They want to be known as popular leaders and teaeheis. or 
original thinkers and great philosophers; or they aie linked 
with old systems of error which furnish liberal remuneiation, 
or at least a livelihood which they could not so easily secure 
in any other way.

Such are the hirelings, whose number in these days is 
legion. And now that the wolf of infidelity has boldly made 
its appearance among the sheep, these hireling shepherds are 
scattering in all directions and leaving the sheep to wander 
about alone. Some of these shepheids are fleeing away fiom 
the old systems and running after Darwin and Huxley and 
Spiritism and so-called Christian Science: and many of them 
are industriously endeavoring to dissuade the sheep ftom all 
faith in the inspiration of the sacied Scriptuies. Witness the 
prominent cases of Dr. Chas. A. Briggs. Prof Ilcmy Drum
mond, Dr. Lyman Abbott. Pi of. Swing. Dr. Smith, and the 
recent and startling developments in the great Chicago Uniier- 
sitv where the president. Dr. Hai per. and the entire faculty 
and all the students are boldly declaring themselves against 
the divine authority of the Bible, and the reliability of its 
records. The great Parliament of Religions held in Chicago 
last summer was a most remaikable manifestation of the dis
position of prominent hireling shepherds, who sought to at
tract the attention of the sheep to the vaiious heathen philoso
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phies— Buddhism, Braliminisni, Mohammedanism, Shintoism, 
Confucianism, and others, saying in effect, These, whom we 
have been accustomed to think of as heathen, are really about 
as much Christian as we are, except in name. Therefore let 
us receive them as brethren and make common cause with 
them. And the people looked in astonishment upon this new 
departure, scarcely knowing what to think. This great move
ment, as we pointed out in our issue of Nov. ’93, was a most 
significant feature of present-day tendencies in religious cir
cles. And now some of those representatives of the heathen 
religions have returned to their homes, and reports have al
ready come back from Japan to the effect that at a great mass 
meeting in Yokohama the people were gathered to hear the 
reports from Christian America. And the returned Japanese 
delegates told them they had been most agreeably disappointed; 
tor instead of having been invited to America, as they sur
mised, to be Christianized or perhaps indirectly ridiculed, they 
actually found that the Christians were in great doubt them
selves about their religion, and were eager to learn what the 
foieigners had to say of their religions and what points of 
their philosophies could be engrafted upon Christianity. In
deed, they pointed to America as a hopeful field for the propa
gation of their faiths, and mentioned that an influential and 
wealthy convert had been made during the sessions of the Par
liament. Thus the hireling shepherds are bewildering, confus
ing and scattering many of the timid sheep who are not suffi
ciently attentive to the voice of the good Shepherd which 
speaks through his inspired Word.

Yet only the wayward and heedless sheep can be harmed 
and scattered by these things. The obedient, trusting sheep 
will all be tenderly cared for by the good Shepherd, to whose 
voice they hearken and the softest tones of which are familiar 
to their ears. There are really, we thus see, two classes of 
the sheep, as the Lord indicates—the obedient ones just de
scribed, who are easily led by the voice of the Shepherd, and 
a more listless and somewhat wayward class who need some 
driving and guiding with the crook. The former are the sheep 
of this flock referred to in verse 16, while the latter are those 
“ other sheep”  whose number shall also be greatly augmented, 
when, by and by, the knowledge of the Lord shall fill the 
earth as the waters cover the sea— i. e., during the Millennial 
reign of Christ—when there will not be conflicting voices seek
ing to drown the voice of the good Shepherd.

Nor need we be surprised at the exceedingly small number 
wlio now diligently hearken and obediently follow the Shep
herd’s voice; for the Lord forewarned us it would be only a 
little flock, saying, “ Fear not, little flock, it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  It is a choice flock 
the Lord is selecting now—a flock that needs no driving nor 
coaxing, but who joyfully run in the right ways of the Lord; 
whose delight is in the iaw of the Lord and who meditate in 
it day and night. The good Shepherd does not propose to 
drive any sheep into his kingdom; and he desires for the high 
office to which he is calling them in this age only such as need 
no driving, and who gladly follow him through evil and through 
good report. “ And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he 
goeth before them [to lead, and not behind them to drive], 
and the sheep follow him; for they know his voice.”

Of the sheep of this flock the Master says, “ My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me, . . . .
and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out 
of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand.” f.Tolm 10:27-29) How blessed is the assurance of

heavenly guidance and protection now to all the sheep of this 
flock, the truly consecrated and obedient.

“ And a stranger they will not follow, but will flee from 
him; for they know not the voice of strangers.”  If the 
stranger come with enticing words, saying, Let me show you 
a broader salvation than that you have learned from the 
apostles and prophets to hope for; that eternal salvation is 
to be universal, and that not one of God’s creatures shall ever 
perish, the true sheep says, That sounds very benevolent, and 
yet it has not the ring of the Shepherd’s voice in it; for he 
tells us of “ wolves in sheep’s clothing”  and of “vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction”  and warns against “ presumptuous sins” 
and of a possible destruction for all wilful sinners and “ whoso
ever loveth and maketh a lie,”  and plainly says that the devil 
and those following him shall be destroyed. (Rev. 21:8; Matt. 
25:41; Heb. 2:14) No, this voice that prophesies smooth 
things, contrary to the Word of God, is not the voice of the 
good Shepherd.

If he come again with a show of logic and of worldly wis
dom (which is foolishness with God) and says—Let me show 
you a more reasonable way of salvation than by the barbarous 
Bible method of an atoning sacrifice; viz., a salvation by a 
process of evolution and the survival of the fittest, according 
to which theory there was no original human perfection, no 
fall, and consequently no necessity for a ransom sacrifice— 
the sheep says, No, I cannot receive this teaching; for the 
voice of the good Shepherd tells me there is no other way 
than the one he opened up for us by freely offering up his 
life on our behalf, and I am not prepared to begin at the first 
chapter of Genesis and reconstruct the whole Bible after your 
theory.

Then he hears other voices declaring that the unalterable 
purpose of God is the eternal torment of a very large majority 
of his human creatures; some even declaring that such has 
been God’s purpose, determined long before man’s creation. 
No, says the true sheep, I cannot think that of God: though 
I cannot understand all your reasonings, nor fully combat 
your doctrine with the Scriptures, I surely cannot credit such 
a slander on my heavenly Father’s name; but this I do know 
—that “ the Judge of the whole earth will do right,”  and so 
I will trust him where I cannot trace him, and wait for 
further light.

Such is the attitude of all the true sheep; and such being 
their attitude, God is both able and willing to shield and pro
tect them under all circumstances and at all times; and the 
good Shepherd of his appointment shall lead them into green 
pastures and beside the still waters. They shall be abundantly 
fed with the “ meat in due season,”—with the spiritual food so 
necessary to their life and to their growth and development; 
and such temporal things as are needful will not be withheld. 
Truly we can say with the Psalmist, “ I have never seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.”

While all the true sheep of this flock may indeed rejoice 
in the loving care of the good Shepherd, it is also a further 
cause for rejoicing that all the other sheep now lost and wan
dering, and blinded by the god of this world and misled by 
other voices, are also to be sought out and found and rejoiced 
over when the Lord, in his own good time, shall spread “a 
feast of fat things and of wines on the less well refined.”  And 
then there shall be one fold and one Shepherd.

Though only a “ little flock”  is now recognized as the Lord’s 
sheep, there shall by and by be a mighty host (John 10:16) ; 
and the redeemed of the Lord shall go forth with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads. Glorious plan of salvation' 
how worthy it is of the character of our God!

“WHO HATH HEARD SUCH A THING?”
‘Befoic she travailed she brought forth; befoie her pain came 

who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made 
at once? for as soon as Zion travailed she 

The name “ Zion”  was anciently applied to a prominent 
hill of Jerusalem, generally regarded as the south-western and 
highest of those on which the city was built. It included the 
most ancient part of the city with the citadel; and, being first 
occupied for a palace, it was called “ the city of David.”  
(2 Chron. 5 :2) It was also called the “ holy hill,”  or “ hill of 
the sanctuary” (Psa. 2 :6 ), being the original site of the 
tabernacle, pitched by David for the reception of the ark.

By the prophets the name was often put for Jerusalem 
itself, and also for its inhabitants, sometimes called sons or 
daughters of Zion. It was also used in a wider sense, as was 
Jei usalem also, to signify the entire nation of Israel. And 
since fleshly Israel was typical of spiritual Israel, the Gospel 
church, the symbolism applies with still deeper significance to 
the Gospel church, which term, throughout the Gospel age, 
included the entire body of professed Christians, all of whom 
are on probation for full membership in the church triumphant

she was delivered of a man-child. Who hath heard such a thing? 
to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born 
brought forth her children.”— Isa. 66:7, 8.

—the true church, the Zion of the future, and the true Zion 
of the present age, the elect “ little flock”  to whom it is the 
Father’s good pleasure to give the kingdom. In the symbolic 
application of the term we must therefore judge from the 
character of the prophecy whether the reference is to the fleshly 
or to the spiritual house of Israel, or to both; or, if to the 
latter, whether it applies in its broadest sense to the nominal 
Gospel church, or to the elect little flock, the only true church 
in God’s estimation.

Tlie symbolic travail, in the above prophecy, is a reference 
to the great time of trouble—the travail that is to come upon 
the nominal Gospel church, great “ Babylon,”  from which some 
are to be counted worthy to escape. (Luke 21:36) This is 
indicated by the preceding verse which locates the time of this 
prophecy as svnehronous with that wherein is heard “ a voice 
of noise [confusion] from the, city”  (Babylon), and “ a voice 
[of truth and warning] fronr the temple”  (the elect little flock
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of consecrated and faithful ones), and “ a voice of Jehovah 
that rendereth recompense to his enemies”— in the great time 
of trouble.

The travail that is coming is to be upon nominal Zion— 
“ Christendom,”  “ Babylon;”  and it will be a great and sore 
affliction— “ a time of trouble such as was not since there was 
a nation.”  But the marvelous thing the Prophet here has to 
record is that a man-child is to be bom out of Zion before this 
travail conies. This is a striking reference to the fact, else
where clearly taught, that the ripe wheat of the Gospel church 
is to be separated from the tares, that they are to be exalted 
and glorified before the burning, the consuming trouble, shall 
come upon the latter. This man-child is, therefore, the little 
dock—the true Zion in God’s estimation, the body of Christ; 
as it is written, “ There shall come out of Zion [the nominal 
Gospel church] the deliverer [the Christ, Head and body], and 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob [the fleshly Israel or 
Zion].”—Rom. 11:26.

This is the man-child that is to bless all the families of 
the earth. (Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:16, 29) The birth of the man- 
child is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are all they 
that have pai t in the first resurrection. Such are now begotten 
of God by the Word of truth, and quickened by the holy spirit 
(Jas. 1:18; Eph. 2 :1 ; Rom. 8 :11), and in due time— before 

tlie travail—they will be born in the glorious likeness of Christ. 
The birth of this man-child began over eighteen hundred years 
ago with the resurrection of Christ Jesus. There the Head of 
this body of Christ came forth; and as surely as the Head 
has been born, so surely, shall the body come forth. “ Shall 
I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the 
Lord: shall I cause to bring forth and shut the womb? saith 
thy God.”  (Isa. 66:9) Ah, no: “ the man-child,”  the Christ 
complete, the great Deliverer, shall come forth.

Yet “ who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such 
things?”  for not only shall the body of Christ, the true over
coming Zion, the “ holy nation, the peculiar people,”  be de
livered out of nominal Zion, before the travail; but when she 
travails a great company of other children will be born. This 
is the great company described in the Apocalypse as coming up 
out of the great tribulation, having washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (Rev. 7:14) The 
body of Christ, the man-child, born before the travail, will 
be composed of those who heard and obeyed the call, “ Come 
out of her, my people,”  etc. (Rev. 18:4), and who were counted 
worthy to have part in the first resurrection; while the many 
children born through the great tribulation will be those be
lievers in nominal Zion, Babylon, who have allowed themselves 
to become measurably intoxicated by the spirit of Babylon, 
the spirit of the world, and who, therefore, are not quick to 
discern and prompt to obey the voice of the Lord in this har
vest time. They fail to see that it is harvest time, and con
sequently fail to understand the separating work which the 
sickle of present truth is accomplishing, regarding those ser
vants of God who wield it as enemies, and hence as opposing 
them and the Lord whom they serve.

The great tribulation or travail that is coming upon nomi
nal Zion is the only thing that can convince such as these—  
and they include a large number of believing children of God, 
whose manner of life is righteous and generally circumspect, 
but who are nevertheless worldly-minded, and who are noit ren
dering themselves a living sacrifice to God, following him 
through evil and through good report, and meekly bearing the 
reproach of Christ. They have respect to men’s opinions, tra
ditions and plans, and fail to fully submit themselves to the 
will and plan of the Lord. And only when they behold the 
wreck of nominal Zion— Christendom, Babylon— will they real
ize its gross errors and be delivered from them and it.

“ Behold.”  says the Prophet, “ I lay in Zion a stumbling- 
stone and Rock of offence; and whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed.”  (Rom. 9:33; Isa. 8:14, 15; 28:16) 
That stumbling-stone is the doctrine of redemption through 
the precious blood of Christ. At that stone the fleshly Zion 
stumbled, and so now the nominal spiritual Zion is stumbling 
at the same stone; for it was to be “a stone of stumbling and 
a rock of offense to both the houses of Israel”—the fleshly and 
the spiritual. The elect little flock of overcomers do not so 
stumble, but recognize this as the chief corner-stone of the 
true Zion, remembering the words of the Prophet, “ Behold I 
lay in Zion a chief corner-stone, elect, precious; and he that 
believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you, there
fore, which believe [in Christ as your Redeemer, who bought 
you with his precious blood] he is precious; but unto them 
which be disobedient, . . . .  the same is made . . . .
a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence, even to them which 
stumble at the word, being disobedient; whereunto also they 
were appointed”  (1 Pet. 2:6-8) ; for God does not propose to

M ay 1 and IS, 1894 Z I O N ’ S W A

deliver his kingdom unto any of the disobedient. They need 
the fiery trial of the coming tribulation to bring them into a 
proper attitude before God; and hence must come up through 
the great tribulation.

While those who are truly begotten of God and who have 
been quickened by his spirit to the new spiritual life, and who 
are faithful in fulfilling their covenant of entire consecration 
as living sacrifices unto God, may well rejoice in hope of the 
first resurrection, and of being born before the travail upon 
nominal Zion, it is also a cause for rejoicing that many of 
the weaker children of God, now stumbling with nominal Zion, 
will, nevertheless, by and by be recovered and saved so as by 
fire (born) through the great tribulation (travail), in which 
nominal Zion shall expire, but from which they shall come 
forth.

REJOICE YE WITH JERUSALEM
“ Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye 

that mourn for her.”  “ Behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing 
and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and 
joy in my people, and the voice of weeping shall be no more 
heard in her, nor the voice of crying.”— Isa. 66:10; 65:18, 19.

This call to rejoice with Jerusalem immediately follows the 
prophetic announcement of the birth of Zion, the terms Zion 
and Jerusalem being used here interchangeably. The birth of 
Zion, the exaltation of the body of Christ to kingdom power 
and glory, will indeed be cause for rejoicing on the part of all 
people; for it is for this exaltation and manifestation of the 
sons of God that the whole creation waits, groaning and 
travailing together in pain until now.—Rom. 8:22, 23.

When the true Zion is ithus exalted, then will follow the 
great work of the kingdom. The travail upon nominal Zion 
immediately succeeding will quickly liberate the true children 
of God still in her, and they shall come forth to larger views 
and higher principles, and to develop rapidly into nobler char
acters. The rule of the iron rod will quickly subdue all things, 
completely breaking up the whole present social fabric and ac
complishing the leveling process which will make ready for the 
peaceful reign of righteousness.

Then the great Millennial reign of -righteousness will be
gin, when every man will have a full, fair opportunity to win 
eternal life by faith and obedience. And no man’s opportunity 
will be less than a hundred years; though if he wastes all o'f 
that time without taking any steps toward reformation, he will 
be considered unworthy of life and will be cut off in the second 
death. (Isa. 65:20) But the obedient shall eat the good of 
the land (Isa. 1 :19): “ They shall build houses and inhabit 
them [There will not be so Inany houses to let in those days 
probably, but more improved and cultivated homesteads in 
which the owners shall take pleasure and comfort] ; and they 
shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them. They shall 
not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and an
other eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people 
[“ They shall renew their strength”— Isa. 40:31]; and mine 
elect [all the faithful and obedient then] shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, nor bring 
forth for trouble; for they are the seed [the children] of the 
blessed of the Lord [the church] and their offspring with 
them.”

“ And it shall come to pass that before they call I will 
answer, and while they are yet speaking I will hear”— so near 
will the Lord be, so mindful of all their interests.

“ The wolf and the lamb shall feed together [The reference 
here may be to men formerly of wolf-like or lamb-like charac
ter, or to animals, or to both—the expression signifying in any 
case a reign of peace] ; and the lion shall eat straw like the 
bullock, and dust shall be the serpent’s meat [— another ex
pression similar to, “ His enemies shall lick the dust,”  signi
fying the destruction of the serpent, or rather of Satan, whom 
the serpent symbolizes]. They shall not hurt, nor destroy, 
in all my holy mountain [kingdom], saith the Lord.” — Isa. 
65:21-25.

Thus the birth of the true Zion will be cause for rejoicing 
among all who truly love righteousness: for, though it will 
first dash in pieces all their long cherished hopes, it is the 
dawn of real hope for all the world. It will humble all their 
pride, despoil them of all their cherished possessions and uh.rt 
they have come to esteem their rights, break down all their 
boasted institutions, civil, social and religious, and completely 
wreck all their order and all hope until they begin to see hope 
in the new order of things inaugurated by the kingdom of God.

Yes, rejoice with Jerusalem, Zion, and be glad with her. 
all ye that love her, as well as all ye that mourn for her now 
and try to dissuade her from her course, not seeing the prize 
at the end of her life of faithful self-saerifie.e; for soon her 
glory will appear, not only to her own exceeding joy, but also 
to the joy and blessing of all the families of the earth.

CH  T O W E R  (135-137)

[1649]



VESSELS UNTO HONOR
[Reprinted in issue of October 15, 1902, which please see.]

THE MEMORIAL CELEBRATED
We have leceived 99 repoits of celebrations of our dear Re- 

deemei's death, upon its last anniversary, April 19th. These 
gatheimgs weio of course small,—the Allegheny meeting, at 
which about 1(50 were present, being the largest; while New 
Yoik and Brooklyn meetings consolidated report a larger than 
ii-ua] attendance—eighty-live, Chicago (two meetings), Des 
Moines. Altoona. Boston, Baltimore and Philadelphia followed 
in older, down to the threes and twos and the solitary ones.

All the gatherings repoit blessed seasons of communion, 
though maned in some instances by a know'ledge of the great 
tnal which the adversaiy has brought upon the church, as ex
plained in our extia edition, of Apnl 25th. All this, however, 
only deepened the impressiveness of the impressive occasion.

Tlie conduct of some who learned of the trial and who, 
though sorely gneved and perplexed by it, kept it from others 
and m.ulc them subjects of piaver, that their faith might not 
fail when the storm of trial should reach them, was indeed 
a beautiful manifestation of the spirit of Christ, in which we 
gieatly lejoice. And thus we are made to understand more 
fully that expression of the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 1 :7 ): 
"The tiial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold,”  etc.

The effect of the latest trial and sifting seemed to be to 
draw' all our hearts nearer together than ever; and the reports 
show' that the dear ones assembled in little groups poured out 
earnest prayers to the throne of grace on our behalf and on 
behalf of all the members of the body of Christ everywhere. 
These prayers, dear friends, in our case were answered. We 
enjoyed the peace of God which passeth all understanding. It 
ruled our hearts while “ unreasonable and wicked men” did all 
that they knew how to do to injure and distract us—even 
circulating their slanderous circulars amongst our worldly 
neighbors.

Appropriate to our feelings, therefore, was our opening 
hymn at the Memorial,—■

“ Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love.”

The meaning of the service was explained—we communed 
with the Lord in prayer and meditation, and closed w'ith the 
hymn',

“ Abide, sweet Spirit, heavenly dove,
With light and comfort from above.”

“FERVENT IN SPIRIT,
Many who cannot go out into the colporteur w'ork, but 

who bum with a desire to tell the good tidings and show forth 
the praises of him who hath called us out of darkness into 
his maivelous light, inquire—What can we do? Can you not 
help us to use our limited talents and opportunities?

We can only suggest methods of labor;—your talents (op
portunities, etc.) and your zeal must decide to what extent 
you can or will use these or better methods, if you know of 
better.

(1) One good plan is by a systematic distribution of Old 
Theology Tracts. This may be done at any time, but especially 
on Sundays. Have slips like No. 14 for the masses and larger 
tracts for the thoughtful and earnest looking,—at the hotels, 
in the parks, etc. And a good plan is for several to serve those 
who go toward or return from church service. But do not 
stand near the church building—go at least half a block away 
so as not to appear to specially seek their conversion: they 
will take it as an insult and resent it— for “ surely it is in 
vain that a net is spread in the sight of any bird.”

(2) Another good method is to visit your friends and tell 
them what great things God has done for your soul. Speak 
chiefly of the fruits and graces of the spirit and afterward 
about the truths which enlightened and refreshed your hearts 
and brought forth those fruits. When you come to speak of 
the latter—the doctrines of God’s Word—be very cautious, and 
feed them with “ milk”  rather than “ strong meat.”  Remember 
the Lord’s w'ords, to some under similar circumstances, “ I have 
many things to tell you, but ye cannot bear them now.”  Re
member to ignore yourself in telling the blessed tidings. Don’t 
try to shine; don’t try to impress your hearer with your wis
dom, your knowledge of Sciipture, etc. Forget self entirely, 
and let your whole aim be to glorify God and bless your hearer.

(3) Unless you are very well versed in the truth and apt 
at teaching it, your success will lie chiefly in awakening a 
curiosity and interest and then selling or loaning the M. 
Dawn or a specially selected Old Theology Tract. The Gospel 
in print is doing many times more good than the Gospel by 
voice m the piesent harvest; but the latter introduces and 
supplements well the former and the two together are pref
erable to either alone,—if the spoken Gospel be spoken with 
v. i-dcm and to the ignoring of the speaker.

How can you get an opportunity to speak a word in sea- 
-on. and to loan the book or tract’  We reply that there are 
several good ways.—

(a ) Select your most consecrated Christian friends to begin

SERVING THE LORD”
with, and next any of your acquaintances that are inclined to 
be skeptical.

(b) When you have done what you can for your friends 
and acquaintances, and when you find opportunity to enlarge 
your sphere of labor, attend Methodist Class-meetings, and 
Christian Endeavor meetings, and prayer-meetings common to 
all denominations. Take part in these according to the liberty 
accorded, confining yourself within the recognized liberties of 
said meetings in speaking and praying. Seek to give no of
fense; manifest the spirit which is from above, which is first 
pure; then “Let your moderation be known unto all men.” 
Avoid wrangling; “ for the servant of God should not strive,” 
but should “ speak the truth in love.”

Let your light shine before them, the light of the spirit of 
the truth,—the light of a justified life, and more, of a sanc
tified life. Do not intrude doctrines, or anything else at their 
meetings, that a large majority present would disapprove. 
Speak on lines of Christian experience, etc., in harmony with 
their rules and habits. Leave your doctrinal explanations, etc., 
for private conversation or for an occasion specially arranged 
at which they would be agreeable. At these meetings get well 
acquainted with the whole hearted and pure hearted—the con
secrated or those “ feeling after God,”  and let them get ac
quainted with your heart. If they come to take knowledge of 
you that you have been with Jesus and learned of him, and 
that you are truly his “ brethren,”  you will then be able to 
introduce to them the precious present truths which you can 
see to be so needful for their ripening.

(c) While always careful not to belie the truth, careful 
not to be mistaken for a member in any of the nominal 
churches, this need not hinder any from sometimes attending 
divine worship in any of them, if thus we may do more good 
than in any other way known to us. By mingling with them 
occasionally you may have opportunities for speaking a word 
in season and handing a tract or book, that you would not 
otherwise have.

(d) Study very thoroughly the Chart which you find in 
M. Dawn, Vol. i ., until you understand its every feature and 
can explain it clearly. (See explanation, Chapter xii.) Then 
you might procure one of our new five feet charts (See notice 
page 2), invite in your neighbors and friends and explain it to 
them; and when you have callers it may sometimes prove, not 
only of interest and profit to them, but a blessing to yourself; 
for every time we explain God’s great plan to others we get a 
fresh blessing therefrom upon our own hearts.

ISRAEL IN EGYPT
II. Quab., Lesson vn., May 13, Exod. 1:1-14.

Golden Teat—“ Our help is in the name of the Lord.”—■ 
I’ -a 121 8.

.W preceding l°«sons showed us how God prepared a place 
for hi-- people in Egypt and transported them thither and 
ldantcd them in the best of the land and gave them great tem
poral pro'peritv during the life-time of all the first generation, 
v. o no v come to view them under another course of instruction 
—tin-, lime in the school of adversity.

In the midst of pro^peritv they had marvelously increased 
so that the sf.f-ond generation filled the land of Goshen: and the 
new I,ji1 [s whirl) knew not Joseph, and the new geneiation of

Egyptians, too, which forgot the gratitude of their fathers 
toward Joseph and the disposition to manifest it in favor to 
his relatives and descendants, began to fear lest this prosper
ous people in their midst might some time rise up against them 
or ally themselves with their enemies. Hence the decree of 
the king mentioned in verse 10.

Verses 11-14 tell the bitter story of their oppression, under 
which they were taught valuable lessons of humility and pa
tience. of dependence upon God, and of hope for deliverance 
inspired by his precious promises. Here, too, their common 
sufferings bound them together as a people, and kept them dis-
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tinct and separate from the Egyptians and consequently from 
their influence in matters of religion, etc.

But notwithstanding their hard bondage the promise of 
God that they should rapidly multiply (Gen. 15:5; 22:17) 
was being fulfilled, so that, from the handful of seventy souls 
that went down into Egypt, there came out, after about three 
centuries, about six hundred thousand men, which implies a 
population of about two millions.

To those who are able, through a knowledge of God’s plan, 
to rise to his standpoint in viewing his dealings with his peo
ple, there is a most manifest exhibition of fatherly wisdom 
and care in this discipline in Egypt, as well as in all their

subsequent leadings. As a wise Father, God foresaw that too 
much prosperity would be greatly to their disadvantage—tend
ing to pride, ambition, independence, self-gratification, self- 
indulgence, indolence; and to assimilation with friendly aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel and the imbibing of their 
idolatrous principles and practices. All this was checked and 
guarded against by the bitter experiences of Israel m Egypt, 
while the opposite tendencies were all encouraged. And thus 
also the way was paved for a grand exhibition of God’s further 
care and wisdom in their timely and wonderful deliverance 
when his purposes for them in Egypt had been fully accom
plished.

THE CHILDHOOD OF MOSES
II. Quar., Lesson viii., May 20, Exod. 2:1-10.

Golden Text—“ I will deliver him and honor him.”—Psa. 
91:15.

This lesson presents several features of divine interposition 
worthy of very special consideration. (1) It calls to mind the 
promise of God to Jacob hundreds of years previous (Gen. 
46:4)—to bring his posterity back to the land of promise, his 
purposes in sending them down into Egypt having been ac
complished ; and now he is preparing to fulfill that promise.

(2) It is another illustration (See also Rom. 9:11) of 
God’s elections of certain individuals for special services in the 
present life, and the shaping of their course in view of that 
purpose. Like the Apostle Paul (Gal. 1:15) Moses seems to 
have been chosen, even before he was born. These elections 
were not unto everlasting life, but to a place of service in the 
present life. Though Paul was “ a chosen vessel” to preach 
Christ to the Gentiles, he might have become “ a castaway” 
(1 Cor. 9:27) so far as future honors are concerned.

(3) It affords another illustration of special divine provi
dence in the protection, preservation and training of the chosen 
instruments of service. Born under the cruel edict of death, 
that very circumstance was divinely overruled for Moses’ ad
vantage, and through him for that of all Israel: and so the 
wrath of opposing men was made to advance the divine plan, 
instead of to retard it, as intended. It was due to this cir
cumstance that Moses was brought up in all the learning of the 
Egyptians, and thus fitted for his future work as a great leader 
and statesman.

(4) It shows how God, while working out his grand designs 
on a laige scale, is not unmindful of the faith and devotion 
of humble individuals who put their trust in him. By faith 
Moses’ parents hid him three months, and then took him to 
the river brink and left him alone in the hands of God; and 
confidently trusting him, “ they were not afraid of the king’s 
commandment.”—Heb. 11:23.

(5) It shows how God has respect both to the character 
and to the natural qualifications of his chosen instruments. 
Thus, for instance, for the leadership of Israel he chose a good 
man, a godly man, one who preferred to suffer affliction with 
the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of an 
Egyptian court, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt. (Heb. 11:24-27) But for the 
throne of Egypt at that particular time he chose one of very 
opposite character (Rom. 9 :17), and thus his purpose was 
wrought out in the fullest exercise of the free moral agency 
of both.

It is notable also that in choosing Moses for his great 
work as a deliverer and statesman, God did not choose a 
novice, hut, on the contrary, he chose one of great natural 
ability and gave to him just the kind of education he needed 
for his work—-his earliest years under the training of godly 
parents, whose instilling of the principles of truth and right
eousness and whose instructions in the hope of Israel, were not 
without their desired effect in all the subsequent years of life ; II.

then the remainder of forty years under the most favorable 
circumstances for learning what the most enlightened nation 
of that day afforded; and then forty years in the retirement 
of domestic life, well suited for the mellowing and refining of 
his character and the deepening, and enriching of experience.

And yet in choosing this man of learning and ability God, 
as in the case of the Apostle Paul, permitted a thorn in the 
flesh, lest he should be exalted above measure by the honors 
of his high position. He was slow of speech— a diffident, re
tiring man and not at all gifted as an orator. The office, 
however, did not require oratory, and so the charms of elo
quence were not given— his meekness • coupled with great ex
ecutive ability especially fitted him for it. A similar course 
of previous training is also very noticeable in the case of the 
Apostle Paul. (See Gal. 1:15; Acts 22:3; 26:24) And the 
same Apostle urges all who would be used of the Lord to 
study to show themselves workmen approved unto God.— 
2 Tim. 2:15.

(6) It is also noticeable that for special leadership God 
chooses the few and not the many, and more frequently only 
one at a time. There was only one Lord Jesus to redeem and 
restore our lost and ruined race. There was only one Paul 
to lead on in declaring the unsearchable riches of Christ to 
the Gentiles, and to leave his rich legacy of inspired love to 
the Gentile Christians of all subsequent generations. There 
was only one Moses to lead the hosts of Israel out of bondage 
and to be a father unto them and a judge, though there was a 
host of honored co-woikers with him—Aaron, Hur, Joshua, 
Caleb, et al. So also in later days God has fiom time to time 
raised up special instruments, amply fitted to serve in special 
emergencies, and to lead in reforms, etc.; e. g., Martin Luther, 
John Knox, John Wesley, etc. But in every such case the 
present reward has been persecution. And so severe have been 
the txials and so perilous the positions of such men, that noth
ing but their zeal and devotion to the cause and its future 
recompenses could be a sufficient incentive to induce them to 
fulfill their mission.

In view of these facts, it becomes the people of God at all 
times to carefully observe such remarkable evidences of God’s 
appointment, and to co-operate with God in whatever way he 
may be pleased to use their talents. If any man would be 
more abundantly used of the Lord in his blessed service, let 
him seek first to be fitted for it more and more. Let him imi
tate that beloved and honored servant, Moses, in meekness, 
humility, energy and untiring zeal and self-sacrificing service 
of the Lord. But the wise stew'ard will seek always to culti
vate along the lines of his natural abilities, and not expect the 
Lord to work a miracle for his advancement, and so waste 
valuable time seeking to develop that which he does not by 
nature possess. True, the Lord could woik a miiacle if he 
desired to do so; but that is not his usual method. Miracles 
are his reserve forces, and are only bi ought forward when the 
natuial means are insufficient to accomplish the divine pm pose.

MOSES SENT AS A  DELIVERER
II. Qu a r . L e sso n  i x .,

Golden Text— “ Fear them not, foi I am with thee.”— Isa. 
41:10.

When God would deliver Israel, he chose for his servant 
and representative the meekest man, Moses. (Num. 12:3.) 
This disposition was necessary not only for the task before 
him, but also because this one was to be a type of the great 
deliverer of all mankind from the bondage of sin— “ the man 
Christ Jesus,” who was “meek and low'ly of heart;”  and also 
the body of Christ which is the church.— See Acts 3:22, 23.

Moses’ humble birth, as one of an enslaved race, would nat
urally incline him to humility. And this disposition continued 
with him, even though he became an adopted member of the 
royal family. His subsequent boldness and ability as an ex
ecutive were due to the fact that he acted as God’s agent and 
representative. This gave that beautiful blend to his charac
ter, of ability with humility.

M a y  27, E xo d . 3:10-20.
Tt was forty years from the time that Moses was bom to 

the time when he first essayed to help his brethren and was 
misunderstood (Exod. 2:11-15). and it was forty years fiom 
that time until .lie became their deliveier. These two equal 
periods seem to be typical of the two ages—the Jew isli and the 
Gospel ages, which wcie also of equal length— 1845 ye.us. At 
the end of the Jewish age Christ offered himself to Israel as 
theii deliverer, but they refused him and lie went away. Ills 
leturn is due at the end of a like period, at the close of the 
Gospel age. At his second presence, dining the Millennial age, 
be will deliver all who are "God's people” from the bondage of 
sin undei Satan, as Moses delivered his people fiom the bond
age of Egypt undei Phaiaoh.

During Moses’ absence he manied a Gentile wife, and so 
in the interval between Christ’s first and second advents he 
selects a wife from among the Gentiles—the Gospel chinch, the
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luido, the Lamb's wife.— Acts 15:13-17 ; 2 Cor. 11:2 ; Rev. 19:7.
After the long preparation of his chosen instrument—God’s 

time had come to send him, and his servant was ready; and lo, 
from the midst of the burning bush thait was not consumed, 
and v Inch forcibly illustrated the power of God to preserve 
and use his seivant in the midst of fiery trials, Moses heard 
the call of God to become the leader of his people out of Egyp
tian bondage.—Verso 10.

But how could he do it? Moses looked at himself and at 
the magnitude of such an undertaking, and feeling his own in- 
‘-ullicieney he replied, “ Who am I, that I should go unto 
l ’haiaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel 
out of lliiypt It seemed a most improbable thing that the 
Eeiptiaus would give up two millions of profitable slaves for 
any con-ideiation that he could present, or any power that he 
could bring to beai upon them. Then how could the people 
be induced to follow his leadership? To these misgivings con
cerning himself, Moses received the all-sufficient assurance of 
the Lord— “ Certainly I will be with thee,”  etc. That was 
enough : and strong in this confidence, he went forth to prove 
at every step of the way the abundant sufficiency of divine 
grace.

Herein is encouragement also for every true servant of the 
Lord who humbly relies upon his promises while striving to 
walk in the ways of his appointment: “ Certainly I will be 
with thee.” Oh. how much we need this blessed assurance; for 
who, of himself, is sufficient for the responsibilities of the 
Lord’s service?

The great deliverance was indeed wrought out by God by 
miracles and wonders by the hand of his servant Moses; and 
those modern critics who reject the testimony of miracles are 
simply insisting that God should always operate within the 
innge of human understanding. But to the sincere inquirer 
after truth there is no clearer testimony of the divine power 
and resources than the testimony of miracles. The ten miracu
lous plagues upon Egypt did their appointed work, and Israel 
went out a free people under the leadership of Moses; and 
all the world were witnesses of the power of the God of Israel.

This deliverance of Israel from Egypt was a marvelous 
deliverance, and yet the prophets tell us of a still greater de
liverance for the people, yet to be accomplished, when they 
shall be gathered out of all nations whither they have been

driven, and when even the generations of them that are in the 
graves shall come forth, and they shall be brought into their 
own land and securely planted there. (See Jer. 16:14, 15; 
Ezek. 37:12-14; Isa. 65:21-23) In comparison with this de
liverance yet to be accomplished, we are assured that the for
mer from Egypt will seem so insignificant as not to be named 
any more; for that was but a type of the one to come. Then 
Abraham will realize the reward of his faith, when he and his 
posterity actually come into the land which God promised him 
for an everlasting possession (Gen. 17:8), and which Stephen 
said (Acts 7:5) he never owned a foot of in his past life, but 
died in faith that the promise would be fulfilled at his return, 
—in the morning of the resurrection.

“ For this purpose have I raised thee up,”  is recorded of this 
Egyptian Pharaoh. (Rom. 9:17) As God made choice of Moses 
for one purpose, he also made choice of this Pharaoh for an
other. He did not make the one hard and tyrannical, and the 
other meek and obedient; but he chose such as were so natur
ally and of their own free will and choice. The meek man was 
chosen to one position and the froward one to another. God 
did not let a good man come to the throne and then corrupt 
him; but he raised up a bad man, and thus had in him a suit
able one by whom to show forth his power.

God’s dealings, always just, and often merciful, have an 
effect upon men according to their hearts. The same provi
dence that would move one man to repentance would move an
other to hardness of heart. In Pharaoh’s case the plagues 
brought repentance, but the goodness of God in hearing his 
prayer and removing the plagues each time produced hardness 
of heart. Thus seen, it was not by exerting some bad influence 
upon Pharaoh’s mind, but by extending his mercy to Pharaoh 
and his people, that God hardened his heart.

The Egyptian bondage typified the bondage of sin; Pharaoh 
typified Satan; and Israel typified all those who long for de
liverance that they may present themselves to God and his 
service. The deliverance from Egypt represented this over
throw of the power of sin at our Lord’s second advent. The 
plagues upon Egypt represented the troubles coming upon the 
whole world in the near future which will effectually break 
down the various enslaving and oppressive systems of the pres
ent time—social, political, religious and financial—and engulf 
them all in utter ruin.

V ol. XV ALLEGHENY, PA., JUNE 1, 1894 No. 11

ANCIENT
ACCOUNTS OF THE HEBBEW

Science contains an interesting account of the Tel-el-Amarna 
tablets from the pen of the Rev. Thomas Harrison, of Staple- 
hurst, Kent. These tablets, 320 in number, were discovered 
by a fellah woman in 1887 among the ruins of the palace of 
Amenopis IV., known as Kliu-en-Aten, between Missieth and 
Assiout, about 180 miles south of Cairo. They have been found 
to contain a political correspondence of the very greatest in
terest dating from some 3,370 years back. Many are from 
Palestine, written by princes of the Amorites, Phenicians, Phil
istines. etc., the burden of almost all being: “ Send, I pray
thee, chariots and men to keep the city of the King, my Lord.” 
Among the enemies against whom help is thus invoked are the

RECORDS
INVASION FOUND IN EGYPT
Abiri, easily recognized as the Hebrews. The date fixes that 
of the Bible (1 Kings 4:1) as accurate. Many names occur 
which are familiar in Scripture, as for example, Japhia, one 
of the Kings killed by Joshua (Josh. 10:3) ; Adonizedec, King 
of Jerusalem (ditto) ; and Jabin, King of Hazor. (Josh. 11.) 
Very pathetic are the letters of Ribadda, the brave and war
like King of Gebel, whose entreaties for aid are observed to 
grow less obsequious and more businesslike as his enemies pre
vailed against him, robbing him eventually of his wife and 
children, whom he was powerless to protect. But the great
ness of Egypt was waning under the nineteenth dynasty; ene
mies pressed her at home, and the chariots went not forth.

CAST NOT AW AY YOUR CONFIDENCE
“ But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 

partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock, both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly whilst ye became companions of 
them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing 
in Yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which 
hath great recompense of reward; for ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive 
the promise For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; 
but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto destruc
tion. but of them that believe to the saving ot the soul.”—Heb. 10:32-39.

With very many of God’s people, as well as with the world’s — John 16:33; 15:18; Matt. 10:25; 2 Tim. 3:12; Psa. 73:5.
people the ideal Chiistian life is one of constant peace and 
tranquillity. They have never learned that “ the peace of God 
vhirh passeth all hvorldlyl understanding,”  promised to the 
Ghii-tian. is to rule in and keep his heart (Phil. 4 :7 ; Col.
3 15), and does not apply to his outward life. They forget, 
or perhaps never learned, that our Master’s words were, “ In 
the mot Id ye shall have tribulation,”  but in me ye shall have 
peace (in your hearts).” “ If the world hate you. ye know that 
it hated me before it bated you.”  “ If they have called the 

fa-tor of the house Beelzebub, how much more them of his 
household?” “ Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 
Je-us. Tin this present evil world or dispensation], shall suffer 
persecution.”  It is of a wicked class, not of the saints, that 
the Prophet declared, “ They are not in trouble as other men.”

Only to those who have some knowledge of God’s great plan 
is this, his dealing with his people, understandable and read
able. The world marvels that those whom God receives into 
his family, as sons by redemption and adoption, should be re
quired or even permitted to suffer afflictions. But to the well- 
instructed saint the Apostle says. “ Think it not strange con
cerning the fiery trial that shall try you. as though some 
strange thing happened unto you.”  And this one may now 
clearly discern the object and utility of present trials, afflic
tions and persecutions. He sees that these are in fullest ac
cord with his high calling, his heavenly calling,—to be an heir 
of God and a joint-heir with Jesus Christ our Lord, “ if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified to
gether.”—Rom. 8:17.
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