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neither weie the Jews justified by it; for it proved to be unto 
condemnation to every one that ever was under it, save the 
one perfect man, Christ Jesus, who fulfilled all its conditions, 
and, being blameless, rendered himself an acceptable sacrifice 
to ledeem those who were under the Jewish law (3:10, 11, 13), 
as well as all of the Gentile world who were under the curse of 
tlie Edenic law, which was the same law written originally in 
the heait of the first perfect man, Adam. Thus, “ by one offer
ing he hath perfected forever fmade complete in his righteous
ness] them that are sanctified [fully consecrated to God],” 
whether Jews or Gentiles.—Heb. 10:14.

In the words of our text, he then bids them mark the fact 
that the witness of the holy Spirit with their spirits is to the 
effect that they are the lecognized sons of God, and that they 
came into this grace without the works of the law. He says, 
"Because ic  aie sons [i. c., because you have believed on Christ 
alone for salvation and have consecrated yourselves to him and 
therefoie been adopted into God’s family], God hath sent forth 
tlie Spint of Ins Son [the seal of your adoption—Eph. 1:13] 
into \our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore, thou art 
no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of 
God through Christ” Blessed privilege! why then go back to 
the beggailv elements whereby the Jews so long and so vainly 
sought to find salvationv (Gal. 4:9) In Christ alone is full 
salvation for both Jew and Gentile; and in him there is no 
difieience. for we are “ all one in Christ Jesus.”

Thus the way of salvation is set forth as the way of sim
ple. confiding faith. Men in all ages have sought to compli
cate the way and to hedge it about with forms and ceremonies. 
They have added penances and prayers and fastings, and 
monastic lilies and regulations and numerous and varied super- 
.-titions, but the simplicity of the true way they stumble over. 
To keep the perfect law of God was a thing impossible for 
imperfect man; but if it had been possible, verily, says the 
Apostle (3 :21), that would have been the way of salvation. 
But God had mercy upon our weakness, and, through Christ, 
offers us salvation upon the terms of simple faith and of loy-

THE WOES OF
II. Quar., Lesson x ii.,

Golden Text—“ Look not thou upon the wine when it is 
red.”—Prov. 23:31.

The significance of this lesson is too manifest to need special 
comment, but is worthy of the careful consideration, not only 
of those who are liable to the temptations of strong drink, but

alty and obedience to his will to the extent of our ability— 
the terms of the New Covenant.

To thus accept the favor of God through Christ—the evi
dences of sonship and the present and prophetic inheritance 
of sons—is to enter into the blessed rest of faith. This rest 
of faith is something which the world can neither give nor take 
away. It brings with it peace and happiness and joy in the 
midst of all the shifting circumstances of the present life. To 
those who have entered into This rest of faith penances are seen 
to be of no avail, and prayers are occasions of sweet com
munion with God; feastings from the Lord’s bountiful table 
take the place of fastings, active zeal in the Master’s service 
supplants the gloomy and useless life of the solitary and self- 
tortured recluse; and the glorious sunlight of truth chases 
away the shadows of human superstitions.

O how blessed is this rest of faith! Would that all who 
name the name of Christ might fully enter in! True, there 
are self-denials and sacrifices and disciplines and trials, and 
often persecutions in the way; but in the midst of them all 
there is rest and peace. Such, though in the world, are not 
of it. They are in the world as the Lord’s representatives and 
ambassadors. They are here to tell “ the good tidings of great 
joy”  to all people who have ears to hear, and to make known 
among men the unsearchable riches of Christ. They are the 
light of the world, and if obedient to the Master’s voice they 
will not hide their light by retiring from the world and shut
ting themselves up for religious meditation.

Some in times past have gained a reputation for great sanc
tity by secluding themselves from the world and devoting them
selves to a monastic life ; but how strangely their lives contrast 
with the active, zealous devotion of the Lord and the apostles 
and the early church, before this superstition was promulgated. 
Let us mark the footprints of our Lord and those who followed 
him, and strive to walk in them. As sons and heirs of God 
let us rejoice in our inheritance with thanksgiving, and let our 
zeal in service manifest our love and devotion to God.

Whom the Son makes frte is free indeed; for he is made 
free by the truth.— John 8:32. 36.

THE DRUNKARD
June 17, Prov. 23:29-35.

also of all who have any influence over others in respect 
thereto.

The principles and practices of all God’s people should he 
specially clear and pronounced upon this and every other 
question of morals and conduct.

REVIEW
II. Quae., Lesson x iii., June 24, Scbiptube Reading.

Golden Text—“ The Lord’s portion is his people.” —Deut. 
32:9.

A careful review of the lessons of this quarter in connection 
with the Scripture readings suggested will be found very profit
able. The Old Testament worthies surely command our deep
est respect and admiration; and their faith and faithfulness 
is worthy of our study and imitation. And all the steps of

divine providence so clearly marked in Old Testament history 
are such as to establish and confirm our faith in the goodness 
and power and love and wisdom of God. Let us not forget 
that these blessed lessons are recorded, not to satisfy mere idle 
curiosity, nor to furnish entertainment, but to acquaint us 
more fully with the works and ways and will of our great 
Creator and Lord.

TO BRING THE GREEK CHURCH UNDER VATICAN CONTROL
Mgr. Satolli states, through Father O’Gorman, his inter

preter, that there are pending diplomatic negotiations to bring 
the Greek church of all Russia, now under the personal control 
of the Czar, into the keeping of the Vatican.

Churchmen take it for granted that if the Czar is to place

the state church under control of Rome it is in the interest of 
Leo’s hope to effect the disarmament of the great nations of 
the world, and for securing the ultimate universal peace and 
arbitration of international quarrels.

—Exchange.
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A PENTECOSTAL MEMORIAL
It occurs to us as fitting, that as the Adversary’s murderous 

plot against the Lord’s work reached its height on the anni
versary of our Lord’s betrayal and death, so this thanksgiving 
i==.uc of the T ower should be dated just fifty-three days after, 
— corresponding to the Pentecostal blessing which came upon 
the faithful ones just fifty days after our Lord’s resurrection,— 
“When the day of Pentecost was fully come, and they were all 
with one aceord in one place.”

We rejoice, dear friends, that this anniversary of Pente- 
rost find- so many of us of one accord (of one mind in the 
tiuth , and in one place (abiding in the secret place of the Most 
High under the shadow of the Almighty). As the early dis- 
cirdfs reioieed and were begotten again to a living hope by the 
fvidenre- of God’s continued favor, manifested in the resur
rection of Christ and evidenced on the day of Pentecost, so 
let ur. while rejoicing as they did in the same, additionally 
recognize the Lord’s continuing favor and protecting care over 
all that are hi®. Let us rejoice for ourselves and for each

other that we still stand; that another sifting has passed, and 
has not separated us from the Lord and his people.

And let us pray and seek that we may have more and 
more of the holy spirit of our Master, that more and more 
we may be about our Father’s business— co-workers together 
with God, ambassadors of the truth, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord. And as the early church after Pentecost went every
where preaching the gospel, so let us be renewedly earnest in 
our fidelity to the truth, to the Lord and to his “brethren.” 
We cannot continue “ fervent in spirit”  except as we serve the 
Lord; and we cannot long serve the Lord except we do it from 
a pure heart fevently. Hence the necessity of activity in the 
service of God, on the part of all who would stand in this evil 
day. If our hands be not full of the Lord’s service and our 
mouths full of his praise, it is because our love lacks fervency 
—heat. And it is into the luke-warm hearts that the great 
Adversary gains admission with his spirit of envy, malice, evil- 
surmisings, strife and every evil work. Such are all to be
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sifted out as even less esteemed by our Lord than the coldly 
indifferent worldly class. He says to such, “ Because thou 
art neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.”  
Let our love—

“Pure, warm and changeless be,
A  living fire.”

Thus, turned to good account, our recent sad experiences 
will become to all of us rightly exercised thereby a Memorial 
of divine favor and blessing. And as such it will strengthen 
us all, cause us to walk still more circumspectly, and prepare 
us for future trials and siftings. For these no doubt will 
become more virulent and severe as the remaining years of the 
churche’s pilgrimage roll on. Indeed, as often before noticed, 
but always well to be remembered, the close of the church’s 
course, as represented in the various types—Elijah, John the 
Baptist and John the Apostle— is to be one of very severe trial, 
possibly including physical persecution.

Let this Memorial, and the blessed influences and recol
lections of faith rewarded and prayers answered, be a land

mark for our encouragement and strengthening in future trials.
“Who helped thee last will help thee still;

Be calm, and sink into his will.”
Dear brethren and sisters, as you prayed for us when you 

knew we were in the midst of the trouble, so render thanks 
for us now that it has passed away; and ask for us grace 
and strength, and humility, to endure whatever trials the 
Lord may yet see best to permit to come upon us.

And we, here, who prayed for you that the Lord would 
keep you from being stumbled by the Adversary’s snares and 
deceptions and that your faith fail not,—we will render thanks 
on your behalf that the God of all grace and comfort has kept 
his own and not suffered them to be plucked out of his hand, 
nor to be tempted beyond what they were able, but that with 
the temptation he provided a door of escape. And we will ask 
for you that these light afflictions, which are but for a 
moment, may work out for you and for us all a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

As ever, your servant in the Lord, — The Editor.

O! GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD; FOR HE IS GOOD
— PSA. 106:1-5.—

PEACE, TROUBLED SOUL, THOU NEED’ ST NOT PEAS— THE “ EXPLOSION”  NOISY, BUT DID LITTLE INJURY— THE WHOLE 
ARMOR NEEDED, NOT THE HELMET MERELY— NEW TACTICS OF THE CONSPIRATORS— THE NIQHT COMETH— RE

PORT OF SISTER RUSSELL’ S TOUR— A PENTECOSTAL MEMORIAL— LETTERS FROM EVERY QUARTER
The remarkable circumstances which called forth the 

“ Conspiracy Exposed”  pamphlet, dated April 25, now call forth 
this Triple Number; but for a different purpose. The former 
awakened in some a fear that the cause we love had received 
some serious injury from the attack of the great Enemy, at 
the hands of the conspirators, who sought the death of our 
influence, and the disruption of the present harvest work. 
This issue, on the contrary, is a Thanksgiving Number, and to 
inform the church of the wonderful way in which the Lord 
has overruled in the recent troubles, and is making the wrath 
of men to praise him. A blessing to all of the faithful is evi
dently coming out of this great evil. In it we also lay before 
you some extracts from a few of the hundreds of letters we are 
now continually receiving.

We cannot answer all these welcome letters personally, 
except as the writers will accept this Thanksgiving Number 
as a reply. Be assured that your expressions of warm broth
erly love are fully reciprocated by us. You thus give evidence 
of having attained a growth in grace mentioned by the Apostle 
(1 Pet. 1:22), “ Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying 
the truth in its spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren 
—love one another with a pure heart fervently.”

While we herewith publish extracts from many letters, that 
the voice of the chwch may be generally heard for mutual 
encouragement, yet do not consider the omission of others as a 
lack of appreciation, for we can publish only a few in com
parison to the number received. But be assured that all such 
letters are prized and will be preserved. And as soon as cir
cumstances will permit we will have our office helpers make 
an alphabetical list of the names of the writers— for an ever
lasting remembrance of God’s grace and your steadfastness in 
this trial.

From these letters we have already expunged considerable
that might be construed as personal laudation; but we have 
allowed more to remain than our modesty would permit under 
other circumstances. For the sake of them that stand by 
(John 11:42), we feel it to be duty to permit our friends to 
express themselves with considerable freedom, as an offset to 
the calumnies of the “ false brethren”  before the minds of the 
newer readers. But let none esteem this as our victory. We 
may truly say: “This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes.”

The effect upon the church is the very reverse of what the 
Enemy designed: it is, as they express it, drawing nearer than 
ever to their hearts the W atch  Tower publications and the 
general interests of the harvest work. The true sheep are 
being awakened to fresh zeal in the Master’s service, as this 
storm indicates to us all that the weight of trouble, which is 
to usher in the Millennial morning, is fast approaching. They 
are beginning to see what we have repeatedly sought to impress 
upon a ll; viz., that the favorable period of quiet for study 
and for fitting on the whole armor of God is to be followed 
by a severe “battle,”  in which every piece of that armor will 
be needed and will be thoroughly tried; a time in which there 
will be less and less opportunity for putting on the armor, 
because of the severe and repeated conflicts which our great 
Enemy will be permitted to wage against us.

All this is clearly shown by the Apostle’s words, “Take unto 
you [put upon you] the whole armor of God [beforehand], 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day; and, having 
done all [that you can do, in the way of armoring, etc.], stand

[firmly and valiantly in the battle, defending yourself and 
those of the household of faith within your reach].”— Eph. 
6:13.

Those who have put on the helmet only, who have merely 
a theoretical or intellectual knowledge of the truth, are in 
great danger. They are far more exposed than those who have 
only a large shield of faith. But none are ready for the con
flict, already beginning, except those having on the complete 
armor. No more armor is provided than will be needed in 
this evil day. All need the “ helmet”  of intellectual apprecia
tion of God’s great plan. All need the “ breastplate”  of right
eousness, not only of Christ’s imputed righteousness, but also of 
the actual righteousness of heart—of will or intent—which alone 
can appreciate and appropriate the imputed righteousness of 
Christ. All need the “ shield”  of faith—a trust in God which 
will protect from all the fiery darts and trials of the enemy. 
Ail need to have and to know how to use the “ sword”  of the 
spirit, the Word of God, so as to defend themselves and others 
from the insidious attacks of the foe. And all need the 
“ sandals” —consecration, patience and fortitude, in order to 
keep the narrow, rugged way and not become weary and faint 
of heart.

Our chief joy in this connection, dear friends, was to find 
that the great Enemy’s effort to shatter the body of Christ 
and to disturb the harvest work had so signally failed. The 
body of Christ is not divided. The true sheep heard the Mas
ter’s voice, saying: “He that is not for me is against me, and 
he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad;” and many 
have been awakened by the noise of this “explosion,” and are 
more than ever on the alert to note the very tones of the 
Master’s voice and to watch to be “guided by his eye.”

A few, no doubt more than we yet know of, will fall by 
the way, “offended” by the trial which the Lord’s providence 
permitted for this very purpose of “ sifting.”  As yet, however, 
more than six weeks after their attack, we do not know of a 
dozen in all who have been injured by the falsehoods and 
“bombs” of this wicked plot—aside from the conspirators and 
about ten of the German congregation here who do not under
stand the English language, and for whom we cannot speak. 
And of that dozen we regret to say that three were in our 
office and of our household, and were for some time, it now 
appears, directly and indirectly under the influence of the con
spirators. The special and cunning attack made by the great 
Enemy upon those closest to us, in these three cases took 
effect; but believing them all to be true children of God. we 
have hope for their speedy recovery from this snare of the 
fowler. Indeed, we already have intimations from two o f  these 
that they are beginning to see matters in their true light.

However, the “Extra,”  with our complete refutation of all 
the false and wicked charges of the conspirators, was just in 
time; for, not content with printing the falsehoods, two of 
them, who had no money with which to pay their accounts, 
had suddenly plenty of it to spend in railway fares traveling 
east and west to see the sheep and personally “ rub in” upon 
them their slanderous charges. Wherever they went we heard 
from them through faithful ones, who discerned their spirit, 
that it was far from the spirit of Christ, and backed by envy 
and ambition; and who thereby were put on their guard 
against believing such absurd slanders.

Wherever they were well received and got subscriptions to 
their proposed paper, they were mild and bland, and stroked
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only with the "fu r:'' but they let out “claws” upon any who 
ionised to subset ibe. and who said they would wait until they 
ho.ud tiom Brother Russell, before coming to any conclusion. 
In their anxiety to get subscriptions and donations— “money 
trout the ti-li — they resorted, it seems, to almost any kind of 
mi-repie-ontution and talsehood.

Rut e\ oil tlii' paitial success lasted but a short time—until 
the W atch T ower Extra reached the “ sheep.”  Then their 
•uoik was at an end - the answer being quite sufficient to satisfy 
all ulio rejoice not in iniquity, but who take pleasure in right- 
eoii'Uess and truth.

A ' neaily as ne can learn they received only about a hun- 
diod 'iib'criptions. and many of these by personal misrcpre- 
m ii/iifioin -uni on the plea of sympathy and friendship, before 
mu E.itia appealed. And since then many have written them 
(am cling tliO'C subscriptions and telling them in substance 
that they had been obtained by misrepresentations, and that 
•i' thev could expect only error and darkness from teachers 
x\ ith 'lull a spirit they would rather lose the money paid than 
have their paper for nothing.

Not only so, but of the about six hundred subscribers to 
the (h i man paper published by Mr. O. von Zech, about one- 
11 iii d or two hundred are Tower readers, who have taken his 
pa pci chiefly to encourage the work amongst the Germans, and 
x\bn have donated money for the work, as well as paid their 
'iibsci iptioiis. These have seen the-ambition and treachery, 
and many are indignant and have concluded to stop those dona
tions and subscriptions Some have sent us copies of the 
letters they sent to Mr. Zcch. They reason rightly, that to do 
anything to encourage people with such a spirit is not gath- 
enng with the Loid. but scattering abroad. (Matt. 12:30) 
They leason further, that if, as these men profess, they have 
felt themselves in bondage for years, then that would account 
tor their keeping in line with the truths presented in the 
Watch Tower, and that, to be consistent with their own pro
fession of new-found liberty, they will necessarily try now to 
publish something different, just to prove to themselves and 
others that they are free. The fact is, however, they never 
xvcie in anv bondage to us. except that they well knew that 
any deflection from the foundation principles of divine truth 
would mean a break of Christian fellowship with us. Our 
loyalty to the Lord demands of us that all his friends be ours, 
and tiiat our Christian fellowship be with none others.

But some of them, evidently, were under bondage to those 
foundation principles of God’s word, as will be seen from Sister 
Peck's and Brother Mitchell’s letters, which tell how Mr. 
Rogei' favored the no-ransom views, and how he introduced 
the Towi r and D a w n  readers in Rochester to Mr. Barbour, 
one of the most bold in denying that a ransom was necessary 
or given, and who, as a consequence of that repudiation of 
the precious blood, “ the wedding garment,”  was, as long ago 
as 1 STS. cast out of the light of present truth into the outer 
darknc" which is upon the whole world—on the subject of the 
time and manner of our Lord’s presence and kingdom. Thus 
quickly \\e behold the effect of their freedom. Would it not 
bate been far better for Mr. Rogers and all these conspirators 
bad they staid w it h  its in bondage to the word of the Lordf 
However. while enjoying their freedom, they need to be assured
I hat it is fiom this, the Lord’s bondage, and not from ours, 
that they hate escaped.

However, the coii'pirators noxv find that they made a great 
blundoi in their eflort at assassination. It is far less suc- 
<. " fu l than their former method of administering slow poison 
lie confidential “ whisperings” and insinuations. As a conse- 
queiue without any change of heart, they are changing their 
nioihod- and aie now endeaxoring to entrap by smooth words 
iV -i- whom they alarmed and put on guard by the venomous 
-dii it of then hi-t libeloii' eiieular, which, however, repre- 
-'ii'i ! thr ■ t real sentiments They will, of course, endeavor 
to hi rno foith sonic “ new light,” to justify their claims as
I I  r.11 to.d hei'. and this will be the open door by xx’hich they 
v 'll go into "outei diiiknc"-.” for xvp cannot expect that those 
who h a w  'o  lo't the s p i r i t  of the truth xvill be allowed to stay
i -  i i t -  l i g h t

f -'icrd one of the eoiispnators recently interviewed said 
lh.il fin hi' ji.nt he would ratlin• die than retract. This only 
loilninrd wh-it we L.ol fcaicd—that their jealousy, envy and
11.• -111 r had eitr-n a- doth a canker into their hearts, so that 
th'\ h u d  as well a- made their lies and slanders. Alas' 
A ho ran -'iv but that tlieii course persisted in would indeed
i i -  ult in death—the -riond death’  (Rev. 22-1.1) What we 
him rurally expei lenr-erl was quite evidently only the out- 
br'ii! of (hr- vr-riomoii' disease win eh for a long time has eaten 
at their very hearts. Such virulent diseases do not develop 
'uddenly. Not fot all the world would we occupy their places.

Of course, if they would fully confess their sins and heartily

repent of them, we would rejoice, and would freely forgive 
them. But such a course is scarcely supposable in the cases 
of those who have been plotting and scheming this attempted 
assassination for so long a time; and who meanwhile have been 
writing such letters as the Zech letters published in our last 
Extra. We certainly would be stupid dupes if we allowed 
ourselves to be again deceived by professions of love and friend
ship unthout requiring the least evidence of a radical change 
of heart. And to reinstate such men in the confidence of the 
church without the most thorough evidence of a radical change 
of heart would only be to expose the Lord’s people to new 
dangers. Even should they repent, it would be far from wise 
for the church to recognize them as teachers or leaders in any 
sense; nor would the humility which would necessarily accom
pany such repentance expect or desire such an office in the 
church after such conduct.

The result of this storm will undoubtedly be beneficial to 
quite a number like Brother Thorn, whose letter shows that 
the slow poison of whispered slander had been administered to 
him; and Sister Hamilton’s letter tells the same story. Surely 
this experience must work for good to all who love righteous
ness and are called according to God’s purpose. One lesson 
will be, not to tolerate “back-biters,” “whisperers”  and “busy- 
bodies,”  who bear false witness against their neighbors. Keep 
no confidence with such. Expose them at once to those they 
seek to defame.

But praise God for the deliverance which he has brought 
about, for his truth and for his people! Never did we see 
more markedly than in this experience the wonderful leadings 
of his Providence. The simple statement in our issue of April 
1st of the facts relative to “ The Work in, England”  (and in 
the light of recent developments all can see that its treatment 
of Mr. Rogers was very fair and very kind), served to prepare 
the minds of all for something to come— especially the state
ment that Mr. Rogers left us in an angry mood, expressing 
his intention to influence as many of the colporteurs as possible 
to his new mendicant method. In the same issue appeared the 
article entitled, “Lest ye enter into Temptation.”  That article 
was written about a month before the conspiracy broke forth, 
and it was the subject of the Sunday discourse to the Alle
gheny church after it was written. We do not wonder now, 
in the light of what we see must have been their murderous 
condition of heart, that some of the conspirators who were 
present and heard that discourse said they did not like it. We 
are confident that Satan did not like it either. But we are 
sure that under God’s providence it was “ meat in due season” 
to many, and that in the spirit of watchfulness and prayer 
which it helped to awaken lay the safety and preparation of 
many of the sheep and the lambs of the Lord’s fold.

The only portion of those Towers written after the con
spiracy had shown itself was the brief statement in the April 
15th issue entitled, “ Watch With Me One Hour.”  Yet these 
providential safeguards were enough apparently, and all the 
dear sheep were prepared for something. How evidently our 
present Lord had provided that the enemy should not pluck 
any of the true sheep out of his hand.

Before our “Extra”  was issued, Sister Russell received a 
letter from Sister Peck, saying that Mr. Rogers had visited 
her on his course eastward from Cleveland to New York City, 
and that at the various points along the way, where he knew 
of interested readers of the Tower, he was stopping to accom
plish, if possible, his work of destruction. He represented 
Brother Russell as in a “deplorably sinful state”— dishonest, 
traitorous, a liar. etc. And all this he did in such a smooth 
and deceptive way that some seemed influenced by it; for only 
when he was boldly and persistently opposed did his evil spirit 
manifest itself.

My loyal and dearly beloved helpmate said at once: This 
is a slander which I alone can refute for you and the Lord, 
and it should be done personally. If you will consent I will 
start at once, meet Mr. Rogers and his shameless falsehoods, 
and silence him forever on that score. Then I will go over 
the route he has just been over and meet the friends and expose 
his malicious untruths. I consented, knowing that her visit 
would be specially profitable to those Mr. Rogers had met and 
personally influenced and prejudiced before they got the Extra 
exposing the conspiracy.

Sister Russell arrived home on the last day of May, and 
to a surprise party of about fifty of the church friends who, 
notwithstanding the rain, met at our home to welcome her 
back, she related the experiences of her journey, and the Lord’s 
favor in connection therewith. During her eighteen days’ 
absence she traveled two thousand miles, visited the congre
gations of the church in ten cities, spoke nine times, on an 
average over an hour at each place. We have requested that 
she write out a little account of her journey for the Tower.
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REPORT OF SISTER RUSSELL’S TOUR
To the dear friends who bade me Godspeed as I left them 

at various points along the route from New York to Chicago, 
and also to those at home and abroad elsewhere, who are anx
ious to learn what I have observed of the condition of the 
church since the late storm has passed over it, I will report 
as briefly as possible as follows:

First, in a general way. Though I have frequently met 
with various companies of those of this precious faith and 
hope, and have seen them rejoicing in hope and patient in 
tribulation, never before have I seen them awed with such a 
feeling of deep solemnity and serious consideration. This is 
manifest not only from my visit, but also from the many letters 
received; and while we greatly feared for the stability of the 
household as we entered into this storm-cloud, we come out of 
it now rejoicing to realize that the spirit of the Lord is so 
manifest in our midst. Our Lord predicted that the fiery trials 
of this evil day would try every man’s work of what sort it is; 
and now the church has passed through a most severe ordeal, 
and the confidence one in another has grown stronger as we 
have seen each other tested and proved.

Indeed, the spirit of moderation and kindly judgment and 
patient waiting for sure testimony, of slowness to impute evil, 
etc., which has characterized the church everywhere, has been 
a matter of almost surprise to us; for we would surely have 
supposed that more would be caught in the snare of the fowler. 
As an illustration of this spirit of caution and moderation I 
cite the case of the church in London. The circulars of our 
enemies were sent there in three packages, to three different 
parties, to be distributed to the church in London. Sister 
Horne, who received one of the packages, after reading the 
circular and being very much shocked by it, as all have been, 
soon came to the conclusion that it must be the work of the 
great enemy, Satan; and she accordingly decided that she 
would not distribute her package. But presuming that the 
other two would do so, she at once wrote letters to the various 
members, urging all to reserve their judgment for the present 
and wait until they should have time to hear from America 
from Brother Russell, who, she felt confident, would be able 
to clear himself from those charges. After she had mailed her 
letters the two brethren who had received similar packages 
called upon her to consult together as to what would best be 
done. They had not distributed their packages, either, and 
desired to wait for further testimony on the subject. Then 
Sister Horne wished she had not sent her letters, as the Lon
don church were still in ignorance of the trouble. However, 
as they would now be inquiring to learn what had happened, 
the three decided to call a special meeting of the London 
church and to read to them the circular letters and give their 
own impressions—that it looked like the work of the great 
enemy—and to urge all to patient waiting and prayer that the 
Lord might in due time vindicate his own cause and keep his 
own people.

Sister Horne then wrote to us a kind letter of sympathy 
and comfort, informing us of these facts and of their waiting 
and prayerful attitude. On receiving this and similar testimo
nies from other companies in various parts, we thanked God 
and took courage, and said, Surely the Spirit of the Lord is 
in the midst of his people. He knoweth them that are his, 
and no weapon that is formed against them shall prosper. Yes, 
we greatly rejoice in this; for although the late troubles have 
revealed the workings of Satan, and made us to realize pain
fully that some whum we had esteemed as true brethren in 
Christ and partakers with us of the high calling and of this 
ministry of the truth, were actually false brethren and bitter 
secret enemies, they have also manifested in a most remarkable 
way that the spiritual condition of the church at large was a 
healthy one, and capable of resisting the virulent pestilence 
that was abroad, which, like a great tidal wave, suddenly and 
unexpectedly swept over the whole church.

But now for the occasion and facts of my recent visit: 
Learning from letters received the purpose of Mr. Rogers to 
meet with the churches of New York and Brooklyn on Sunday, 
May 13th, and of the object of his visit there, which might be 
judged from the reports of his course all along the line from 
Cleveland eastward through central New York, I proposed to 
my husband that if he would allow me to go to New York 
City I would attend the meeting, let him make his false state
ments to my face and challenge him for proof of his asser
tions. The object of his tour was to get as many subscriptions 
to their new paper as possible before our defense— “A Con
spiracy Exposed”—should appear, and as far as possible to 
nullify the effects of that pamphlet in advance, as they knew 
it was in course of preparation, it having been announced to 
the Allegheny church. To do this, Mr. Rogers falsely repre
sented Mr. Russell as a liar, and his wife and all his house
hold—the office helpers— as compelled by him, by force of cir

cumstances, which he very specially and falsely particularized, 
to lie for him. He stated that he had seen Sister Russell weep 
bitter tears over Brother Russell’s sins, though he never saw 
me in tears in his life; and for ten days previous to this 
despicable business he had been a witness of the peace and 
tranquility of our home, the hospitality of which he has so 
grossly abused.

I left Allegheny for New York City on Saturday night, 
May 12th, and arrived there on Sunday morning, where I was 
met by Brothers Mott and West, the leaders of the New York 
and Brooklyn meetings. They told me that Mr. Rogers was 
in the city, and that Mr. Zech was also expected. Later I 
learned that Mr. Rogers had endeavored to have a meeting on 
Saturday evening, but that as it was a failure, no one attend
ing, there was no hope for his holding a meeting on Sunday, 
though they supposed he would attend their regular meetings. 
It was therefore arranged that I should speak to the New 
York company in the afternoon and to the Brooklyn company 
in the evening.

I chose for thei subject of my remarks to the New York 
company 2 Cor. 4:5-9 and 1, 2, and called attention to the very 
similar experiences of the church now and in the harvest of 
the Jewish age, and particularly of those engaged in the spe
cial ministry of the Word of Truth then and now. We take 
our stand with the Apostle Paul preaching, “ not ourselves, 
but Christ Jesus, the Lord, and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. For God, who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts,” etc. And this glorious 
shining in our hearts has impelled us to let our light shine 
out upon others. And, thank God, the blessed radiance has 
illuminated many hearts, and as one after another receives it 
and in turn becomes a luminary to others, the glory of God 
is seen more and more in his church.

Like the Apostle, we well realize that we have this treasure 
in imperfect earthen vessels; but, thank God, the very frailness 
of the vessels only manifests the more clearly that the excel
lency of the power is of God and not of us. To ourselves we 
take none of the glory of the power which is now accomplishing 
the great harvest work of sealing, separating, ripening and 
perfecting God’s own elect for the high office to which they 
are called. The power is of God, and we are glad to be counted 
worthy to be his servants in any capacity that he can use us, 
no matter how much of reproach and persecution may be the 
present reward of such service.

True, in the midst of persecution for the sake of the truth 
and righteousness, like some of the early church, “we are 
troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, 
but not destroyed.”  Yet, notwithstanding all this, and yet 
more that may be in store for us in the future, seeing we have 
this ministry, we faint not; nor will we handle the Word of 
God deceitfully, nor make any improper use of our stewardship 
as servants of God, to gain the favor of men or to abate the 
persecution from the enemies of the truth and of its faithful 
service. To our Master we stand or fall, and we desire the 
approval, sympathy and co-operation of those only who are in 
fullest accord with the spirit and Word of God.

I then told the friends there of the object of Mr. Rogers’ 
visit to their city, and read to them the letters telling of his 
miserable work elsewhere, and particularly how he was repre
senting me as in actual opposition to my husband’s course, 
but in enforced co-operation. I told them of his barefaced 
falsehoods and refuted them with indubitable testimony to the 
contrary, being able in some cases to produce the written testi
mony of friends about whom he had falsified, they having 
written to us to the contrary of his statements, though not 
knowing of them.

In the evening I spoke to the Brooklyn meeting on the 
Bible warning: “ Beware”— “ Beware of the concision” [the 
dividing spirit, the spirit of contention, which genders unholy 
strife, etc.], “ Beware of false prophets,”  of “evil men,”  of “ the 
leaven of the pharisees,” of “covetousness,” of “ philosophy and 
vain deceit;”  “beware of dogs,”  of quarrelsome, snappish dis
positions, always selfishly seeking their own advantage; and 
finally, “Beware, lest ye also, being led away with the error of 
the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.” “And be ye 
not as the horse or as the mule, which have no understanding, 
whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle,”  but in the 
legitimate use of our intellectual endowments, let us apply 
our hearts unto instruction.—Phil. 3:2, 3; Matt. 11:15-20; 
10:17; 16:6, 12; Luke 12:15; Col. 2 :8 ; 2 Pet. 3:17; Psa. 
32:8, 9; Prov. 23:12.

The divinely inspired words of warning are very explicit, 
instructing us all to be ever on the watch that we be not 
caught in any snare of the adversary. We stand in the midst 
of perilous times. Let us beware: the church militant has
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well nigh accomplished her warfare, and her great foe, seeing
that his time is short, is exceedingly industrious to foil the 
purpose of God in her completion, exaltation and establish
ment as Ins kingdom. His efforts in this will, of course, be 
futile; but they will surely serve the Lord’s purpose in gath- 
ei mg out of his prospective kingdom all things that offend. 
Theiefoie, take heed, let no man take thy crown.—Rev. 3:11.

Like Gideon's band, only the few who prove loyal and 
strong and true to the end will share with Christ the honor of 
bi ingmg forth judgment unto victory by the Millennial reign 
of i ighteou-ness. And let all who value the prize of their 
high-calling beware of all the snares and temptations of this 
exil day. Do not aspire to be some great one now; be con
tented to wait for the glory that is to be revealed in us, re
membering that he that liumbleth himself shall be exalted, and 
lie that exalteth himself shall be abased. Surely all who have 
a true faith can afford to wait and patiently bear the cross, 
especially M̂ eir.g that the time is short— oh, so short; for 
only a scoi c of years will see the kingdom in both its spiritual 
and oaithly phases established.

I tlien rehearsed to the Brooklyn friends the object of my 
vi-it and of the present necessity for calling attention specially 
to these voids of warning, telling them of the object of Mr. 
Rogers' Msit there and stating that I was there for the ex
press purpose of meeting his assertions with the truth, which 
lie was so unwilling to face that he had not appeared at either 
meeting. His absence, under the circumstances, was a quite 
sufficient refutation of his false statements, so boldly made 
elsewhere in our absence.

Having set the truth of these matters fairly before the 
New York and Brooklyn companies, and assured them fully of 
my personal liberty, as being in no sense fettered by my hus
band, etc., I was fully assured by them that they were a unit 
in their condemnation of the whole conspiracy, that they rec
ognized it as the work of Satan, whose tools these men had 
become, and that nothing they could say or do would move 
the church there; that Mr. Rogers’ past course while in the 
colporteur work thereabouts had led them to rather expect 
such a fall, so that they were much less surprised by it than 
we had been.

Brother Mott handed me, with privilege to use as I saw fit, 
a copy of a letter sent by him to Mr. Rogers before the con
spirators had issued their slanderous circular, but after we 
had learned something of the plot and had sent word of it to 
a few of the churches. It reads as follows:

New York.
Brother R ogers:—Your first letter was followed by one 

from Brother Russell, since which I have seen Brother West 
and others of the “household” in this vicinity. In reference 
to this matter, which has intruded into the church, I voice 
the sentiments of at least a majority—all to whom I  have 
talked—in stating that it is shocking and most inopportune. 
At a time when all are preparing for one of the most solemn 
observances of the year [the Memorial Supper], you come and 
propose a meeting, which, if permitted, would absolutely spoil 
the whole spirit of the occasion. You say you will “ try to be 
well pleased with any arrangements which have been or may 
be made.” Let me say plainly that no arrangements have 
been or will be made by us with reference to your coming here; 
we do not want to see or hear you under present conditions. 
If you come here you can make your own arrangements and 
introduce your peculiar views in any way you see fit; but 
understand that the channels through which the truth is being 
distributed among us will not be at your service.

In regard to your last letter: I am disgusted that any one 
claiming to be of the Lord’s people should so far forget him
self as to pry into and seek to make public any of Brother 
Russell's family affairs. Has Sister Russell applied to you 
for aid? Until she does, her domestic relations should be held 
sacred. I, may as well tell you frankly that, while I have 
always esteemed you for the sake of your usefulness in the 
colporteur work, your course in other matters has displayed 
deplorably bad judgment, and I have only one opinion on the 
subject in hand, viz., You have erred sadly; and, although the 
cause of the truth will not suffer eventually, you will see the 
results your recent movements in the down fall of those whom 
possibly you may persuade to think with you. “ It must needs 
be that offenses come, but woe unto him by whom the offense 
cometh.”

What you have written is not new to me, as you suppose. 
A long time since certain rumors reached me; but those who 
gave them currency have lived to be ashamed of the injustice 
done to the victim of what seems to be but jealousy and ambi
tion for leadership. Yours sincerely,

Edwin C. Mott.
On my journey westward I spoke on the same and kindred

topics, and always with the same results, viz., the hearty 
assurance of the friends that the Tower Extra had been quite 
satisfactory, and that the personal, gauzy misrepresentations 
of these men, which they had only slightly credited anyhow, 
were now fully dispelled. A  few special incidents, connected 
with my journey, will no doubt be of general interest.

I found that Mr, Rogers had advocated no-ransom views, 
and introduced no-ransom literature to a Presbyterian min
ister, who, for over a year, has been a reader of Z ion’ s W atch 
Tower, making good progress toward the fulness of light and 
liberty in the truth. Mr. Rogers had also misrepresented my 
husband to alienate this gentleman’s sympathy and esteem. 
And evidently he had been successful in at least confusing his 
ideas on both subjects. I am specially glad I met this brother, 
as I was able to clear away all his doubts. He expressed him
self as greatly relieved of a heavy burden which had been op
pressing him, and as now able to help some interested ones in 
liis congregation who had been similarly disturbed. He re
joiced in the full vindication of Brother Russell’s character. 
This brother remarked: I am preaching these truths and with 
good effect on my congregation, and I have not yet been inter
fered with. A number in his congregation are readers of the 
Tower and Daw n .

At Rochester, in addition to the misrepresentations of my 
husband and all connected with the Tower office, Mr. Rogers 
had introduced Mr. Barbour, an old enemy of the cross of 
Christ and of Brother Russell, its fearless champion (See 
Tower Extra, pages 104-109), thus endeavoring to put the 
flock there under the influence of a bold and relentless enemy 
and his blasphemous teaching. On reaching Chicago I was 
grieved to find additional testimony that Mr. Zech and Mr. 
Adamson were pursuing a similar course of misrepresentation, 
but on different lines.

There I learned that the conspirators, realizing that they 
had failed to accomplish their terrible scheme, are now plan
ning a change of tactics, but without repentance. Mr. Adam
son told that at a recent emergency meeting of the four in 
Allegheny they had cast Mr. Rogers out of their combination 
—I suppose because he still persisted in the bolder course which 
they by this time see is a failure. Mr. Rogers wanted the 
others to hire a hall for him in Pittsburgh, and to advertise 
that he would “expose the errors of M illennial Dawn  and 
Z ion ’s W atch Tower.”  In the light of their recent expe
riences no wonder the others voted that such a course would 
be insanely suicidal to their cause, and dropped him.

But nothing can be more evident than that they are as 
full as ever of the murderous spirit, and that any “reconcilia
tion” would only mean another opportunity to “blow Mr. Rus
sell and his work sky-high;” an opportunity to do and say 
things privately as before, so that they could not be caught 
and exposed. As evidence of this, Mr. Adamson has a type
written letter from Mr. Zech, which I have seen and read. This 
letter he is loaning around amongst the Chicago church (which 
no longer tolerates him as a teacher), on condition that they 
first promise that they will make no copy of it, nor allow it 
to pass out of their hands; evidently fearing that its false 
presentations, if copied, would come to my husband’s eyes and 
be exposed. Verily, they love darkness and secrecy, because 
their deeds are evil. Alas! how hard it is to realize that we 
have been so grievously deceived in these men.

Mr. Zech furthermore is evidently in a private way seeking 
to give the inference that if he should fail in his business it 
would be my husband’s fault. I am told that he says “I don’t 
know what I may be obliged to do if Mr. Russell should push 
me.”  He does know, however, that such words are very decep
tive to most people, who know little about business matters. 
I explained to the German sister who told me this, that if 
either one got pushed by the other, it would be my husband 
who would be pushed by Mr. Zech. My husband, having in
dorsed thirty-two hundred dollars of Mr. Zech’s notes without 
one cent of security, will surely be pushed by the banks that 
hold those notes, if Mr. Zech does not pay them.

Mr. and Mrs. Adamson are at the same business of mis
representation. A Norwegian sister, with whom I took tea in 
Chicago, said to me before I left: Oh! Sister Russell, I am so 
glad that you visited us; I am so glad to get personally ac
quainted, for Mrs. Adamson has been telling us lately that you 
are very haughty and proud, and I am so glad to know that 
it is not true. And Mr. Adamson said to us recently: “The 
church in Allegheny is rotten.”  I answered: “How is that, 
Mr. A.? You told us not long ago of the church there, that 
they were such noble Christians, and all so harmonious. How 
is it now that you have suddenly changed your mind and say 
they are all ‘rotten ?’ In what respect are they ‘rotten ?’ ”  
“Well,” said he, “ I mean to say that they are only ‘babes.’ ”  
“ But,”  I replied, “are babes rotten?”
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I assured the sister that while some false brethren have 
recently disclosed themselves and removed the sheep’s clothing 
they formerly wore, yet we have some as noble hearts in the 
Allegheny church as are to be found on earth. And as for 
their being “ babes,”  I could tell her that some here who are 
“babes”  in “malice”  (1 Cor. 14:20), compared with Mr. Adam
son, could instruct him on the proper interpretation of par
ables, as well as show him that some of his recent Chicago 
preaching is very unscriptural. I refer to his telling the 
church there that if they found the narrow way of the high 
or heavenly calling too difficult, they could turn aside and run 
for the restitution prize of human perfection, and that the 
ancient worthies may be looked for any day now—before the 
“ first resurrection,”  of the church is completed.

This sister also told me of a very remarkable dream of 
another of the Norwegian sisters, a near neighbor. A short 
time ago, she said, Sister W. came over to my house in the 
morning to tell me that in her dream, which made a very 
deep impression on her mind, she had seen and heard Brother 
Russell preaching these precious truths “ in our own beautiful 
Norwegian language;”  and while she listened enraptured with 
it, some one in the congregation hurled a stone at the head 
of the preacher, which struck him in the mouth, from whence 
the blood flowed profusely. She ran to his aid and tried to 
wipe away the blood, which only flowed the more.

Then the scene suddenly seemed to change, and she held in 
her hand an open Bible, whose pages were mirrors. On one 
page was reflected a great and venomous serpent, which caused 
her to fear and tremble so that she could scarcely hold the 
book. Yet she feared to let it fall, lest it might break. But 
as she tremblingly held it she glanced at the opposite page, 
where she read, “The God of peace shall bruise Satan under 
your feet shortly.” Then she awakened in great excitement. 
It seemed at the time prophetic; and when the late storm 
broke over Brother Russell and the church, she at once recalled 
its peculiar impressions. Several others have mentioned sim
ilar dreams preceding this trouble, and they seem strangely 
prophetic.

Mr. Adamson also told that my husband forbids people to 
marry, and as a proof of this related how he once sent Mr. 
Bryan a three days’ journey into the country at an expense 
of twelve dollars, in order to prevent a wedding. I  answered 
that this statement is as untrue as the others; that Mr. Rus
sell never forbade any one to marry, and that not a living 
being could truthfully say that he or she had been forbidden; 
but that I knew that when his opinion was specially asked he 
gave the Apostle Paul’s advice, and as nearly as possible in 
his words, citing them. (1 Cor. 7:25-35) And when I had 
given a truthful explanation of his proof, above referred to, 
all saw that it was to my husband’s credit that he spared 
neither trouble nor expense in order to let a sister in Christ 
know something of what he knew of the character of the man 
she was about to marry; that, thus informed, she might the 
better judge for herself whether or not he would make a de
sirable husband. Mr. Bryan, who took that letter, and who 
brought it back undelivered, because too late to be of service 
to the sister, knows the truth of the matter, while conniving 
with Mr. A. at its misrepresentation of my husband’s character 
and teachings. Anything to down Mr. Russell’s influence— 
seems to be their motto.

In the same connection Mr. Adamson is telling that Mr. 
Russell wrote to him shortly after he was married, telling him 
that he should make his Will so as to give what money he 
had to the Tract Fund, and to be sure not to let Mrs. A. see 
that letter. They affirmed this story in my presence, and said 
they had the letter in hand. I denied it emphatically, well 
knowing my husband’s disposition to the contrary. I  asked 
them to read the letter aloud to us all, but they refused to do 
so, and this clearly showed to all present that the statement 
was not worthy of credence. Only since my return home have 
I learned the truth on the subject, as follows:

Shortly after Mr. A.’s marriage, Mrs. A., it seems, declared 
that she “was not going to race over the country after him, 
like a mad dog.”  In writing to Mr. Russell on the subject 
Mr. A. said, in substance: “What money I have was all con
secrated to the Lord before I married; and in the event of my 
death I do not intend that any of it shall go to Mrs. Adamson 
or her folks: it shall go to the Tract Fund.”

In his reply to that letter my husband urged that Mrs. 
Adamson be not ignored; that as a wife she had a just claim 
upon him— that on general principles any woman he would 
call his “wife” deserved consideration as such, even if out of 
harmony on religious subjects, as Mrs. A. then was, according 
to his representation. But he advised that if Mr. A. decided 
to will any portion of his effects to the Tract Fund, it would 
be wise, under the circumstances he described, and to the in

terest of his domestic happiness, not to inform Mrs. A. respect
ing it. That is probably the letter they had in hand, and were 
afraid to read lest their misrepresentations should be made 
manifest. Thus do falsehoods force the truth to view.—Matt. 
10:26.

As illustrating the depth of wickedness to which these men 
would stoop, under the influence of envy and ambition, I told 
the church how Mr. Adamson had written to Brother Wright 
(and we know not to how many others), citing 1 Cor. 5:1-6 
without comment, as applicable to my husband. Mr. Adamson 
could not deny the fact, under the evidence, but protested that 
he had not intended any reflection upon Mr. Russell’s moral 
character. But Brother McPhail, of the West Chicago meet
ing, spoke up and said that Mr. Adamson had made the same 
citation before that congregation, and reminded Mr. A. that 
he had challenged the reference then and there. Some of the 
brethren present remarked that such a charge would have no 
weight with anyone who knew Mr. Russell or who had ever 
looked into his face. In telling what inference he did wish 
to give by the citation named, Mr. A. replied that he meant 
to say that Mr. Russell is a “railer”  But since railers are 
not mentioned at all in the citation, but five verses further 
down in the chapter, I  showed that this is only one of the 
many cunning methods of misrepresentation resorted to by 
these wicked men—because they do not know any real crimes 
to lay to his charge.

I mention these items here, because no doubt they have 
been similarly misstated orally or by letter to others; and 
to show that the same spirit that prompted the misrepresenta
tions of their first attack still controls them, and that recon
ciliation with such people, under such conditions, would neither 
be possible, nor desirable, nor right, nor Scriptural. Better, 
far better off, is the church without these men and all who 
have sympathy with such unscrupulous conduct. Indeed, while 
I was speaking at Chicago upon the duty of the church as 
laid down in Matt. 18:15-17 and 2 Thes. 3:6 (See Tower 
Extra, page 66), and showing that such men were not to be 
accounted again as “brethren”  unless they first make full con
fession and give evidence of a heart repentance by as indus
triously attempting to undo the wrong as they exercised them
selves in doing it, Mr. Adamson spoke up and said, “I do not 
repent. I  would do the same thing again tomorrow.”  I re
plied: You are unto me, therefore, under the instruction of 
the Scriptures, as a heathen man and a publican; as “a heathen 
man”  in that I can no longer have any Christian fellowship 
with you ; as “a publican”  in that I can no longer respect you 
as I could respect an honorable man of the world.

On the whole, my visit among the churches gives reason for 
great encouragement; for surely if the Lord were not in the 
midst of his people such a virulent attack of the adversary to 
destroy and scatter the flock would have done great damage. 
But I found everywhere a noble spirit of patience, faith, mod
eration and zeal. With deep sorrow and often with suppressed 
emotion the course of the conspirators was referred to, and 
earnest solicitude for the young of the flock was manifested. 
In every place the sentiments expressed were that these sad 
and painful experiences only served to draw their hearts nearer 
to God and nearer to all his faithful people, who stand shoulder 
to shoulder and heart to heart in the conflicts of this evil day.

All such— and that is all that I met from New York to 
Chicago, with perhaps a single exception, or possibly two, 
having stood this shock so bravely and well, feel only the 
stronger for the probably more severe conflicts yet to follow. 
The necessity for prayer and communion one with another and 
with the Lord is also more fully realized; and thus the body 
of Christ will be the more closely knit together in the bonds 
of mutual sympathy, love and helpfulness.

Many who have already endured much for the truth’s sake 
are now reproached with the words: Oh, you are no better 
than other people; you call yourselves the “ little flock,” “ the 
saints,”  and have as much contention and strife as may be 
found anywhere, etc., etc. And this is, alas! only too true, 
and the dear, faithful ones have felt the reproach keenly, and 
many scarcely knew what reply to make. But the answer is 
plain and Scriptural; for where did the Lord promise that liis 
“ little flock”  of consecrated and faithful followers should be 
exempt from alj intrusions of false prophets, false teachers, 
false brethren, yes, and of wolves in sheep’s clothing? Nowhere 
is any such assurance left us.

On the contrary, we are distinctly forewarned that, as in 
olden times there were false prophets among God’s people, so 
there will be also false teachers among us, who privily (pri
vately) will bring in damnable heresies, and that many will 
follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of 
truth shall be evil spoken of, and that, through covetousness 
(ambition, etc.) shall they with feigned words endeavor to
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make merchandise of you.—2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 10:11.
Again, we are forewarned of ''false apostles, deceitful work

ers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.” 
“And no marvel,”  says the Apostle Paul, “ for Satan himself 
is transformed into an angel of light; therefore it is no great 
thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” 
And Paul also tells of his own “perils among false brethren.” 
—2 Cor. 11:13-15, 26; 1 Tim. 1:20; 2 Tim. 2:17, 18; 4:14-18.

The Lord also bids us, “ Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are raven
ing wolves,”  saying: “Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so, 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bnngeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
fru it; neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. . . . 
Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall know them.”—Matt. 7:15-20.

Here, then, is the answer to all such reproaches: We were 
forewarned by God of the very conditions that now surround 
us: and that such conditions, while they were quite prominent 
in the harvest of the Jewish age and beginning of the Gospel 
age. would more especially characterize this harvest period; 
for “ in the last days” many will have a form of godliness,

but deny the power thereof, and such deceptions will make the 
“perilous times”  of this “evil day.”  (2 Tim. 3 :1 ,5 )  If there 
were a Judas among the apostles, a Hymenseus, a Philetus, an 
Alexander and a Simon Magus and others such in the early 
church, and if there was a great conspiracy of two hundred 
and fifty of the princes of Israel, famous in the congregation, 
men of renown against the meek and humble instruments which 
God had chosen wherewith to accomplish the deliverance of his 
people (Num. 16:2, 3), that through the very weakness of 
the earthen vessels his own glorious power might the more be 
realized; and since we are distinctly forewarned of God that 
thus it must be here also— in the last days of the church’s 
warfare—why should any of his people be dismayed to find it 
even so ? Surely here is an abundant answer for all who would 
take up a reproach against the anointed body of Christ.

The church has not yet accomplished her warfare, and her 
foes multiply on every hand; and their attacks are the more 
bold, persistent and determined as she approaches the end of 
her course. They are vigilant, energetic, subtle and relentless; 
but greater is he that is for us than all them that are 
against us.

In the bonds of the Gospel, Your servant in Christ,
Mbs. C. T. R ussell.

THE VOICE OF THE CHURCH
“Whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; <

1 Cor.
[Bro. Letterman’s was the first reply to the Extra received. 

We therefore give it the first place. It was doubly encouraging 
beeau«e he is a new reader.]

Pennsylvania.
My Dear Brother in  Ch r ist :—Your favor, A Conspiracy 

Exposed, to hand. I cannot wait until I read it all before 
offering you my congratulations. “Whom the Lord loveth he 
ehasteneth:” “his grace is sufficient for us,”  his own, in all 
tnal=; and all things work together i for good to those who 
love the Lord. My sympathy I reserve for those poor, mis
guided ones, who have lent themselves, I am afraid, the too 
willing tools of Satan. My prayer for you and Sister Russell 
is that the Lord may prosper you in every good work and 
word. Your brother in Christ,

G. W. Letterman.
[The following letter is from the editor’s aged father, who 

received one of the slanderous circulars. Step by step he has 
been interested in the present truth since 1872—being one of 
the Bible class mentioned in the Extra.]

Virginia.
My Dear So n :—It is with love and sympathy in my heart 

that I wi ite you at this time, after having read the full 
account of your trials and troubles amongst those whom you 
accepted as your brethren in Christ. It does seem almost in
credible that those people could be guilty of such mean and 
despicable conduct towards you, from whom they had received 
so many marks of kindness. But, my dear son, these are 
some of the trials we all may expect—especially those engaged 
in the “harvest” work. I am proud of the noble defense you 
make in vindication of your conduct, and especially in the 
cause of the Truth we all love so dearly. I feel confident 
that you will come out of this trial brighter and more ap
preciated in your character and works than you ever were 
before. The good Lord, who has been testing your works, will 
promote you to still higher honors in his kingdom; I pray 
that he may bless you always and sustain you in every good 
word and work; and to him we will ascribe all the praise 
forever. Amen.

But while confident that the result will be a final victory 
for the truth, it is very trying on one who has labored 
late and early for the last twenty years for the cause of 
truth, to have his supposed friends turn against him and 
brand him as a liar and a hypocrite. Oh! it is terrible! I 
am most surprised at Mr. Bryan: to my mind he is the most 
dereitful one of them all. If I had known his true character 
when he came to our house in Richmond, I should have treated 
him very differently.

I often think of you and your many trials, which you 
seem to meet very courageously. But with an approving con
science a man can stand considerable, especially if the Lord 
is on his side to help and strengthen.

Please extend to your dear wife my hearty congratulations 
on her noble defense of her husband and the cause of truth 
during this trying ordeal.

With love and congratulations from us all, I remain, your 
loving father, J oseph L. R ussell.

Pennsylvania.
[Another brother who was a member of the early Al

legheny Bible Class writes as follows-]

r one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.” 
12:26.

My Dear Bro. in  Ch rist :—I have read carefully pages 92 
to 119 of A Conspiracy Exposed and Harvest siftings with 
special interest, and must say my recollection of events named 
by you are very much like your own; and while there are 
details, in some cases, of which I know nothing, and hence 
cannot speak as to them, yet I do know there were such 
transactions as you name, and at the dates given. I am quite 
conversant with some of the dealings, and am surprised at 
the very merciful manner in which you speak of those with 
whom you were associated. “The servant is not greater 
than his Lord.”  “I f  they have done these things in a green 
tree, what will they do in the dry ?”— “Perils among false breth
ren,” etc., etc.

As to myself, you can rely on one thing, viz.. All reports 
stating that I deny the ransom are absolutely false. The no
ransom people may talk, but they “ have nothing in me.”

As ever, Yours in him, W. H. Conley.
Massachusetts.

Dearly Beloved Brother and Sister R ussell :— A Con
spiracy Exposed and Harvest Siftings reached me safely. I 
praise the dear Lord for this, the other side of the question. 
I have heard the rumblings of the present storm for quite a 
long time. As I love you dearly (and often pray for you), it 
grieved me very much to hear all these things. But I would be 
surprised if “all men spoke well of you ;” for our dear Master 
was very cruelly spoken against; and if they have misunderstood 
and condemned and betrayed him, the “holy” and the “ just 
one,”  how much more we should expect, who are imperfect— 
yet, praise God, our intentions are perfect. I am delighted to 
find in your “ Exposure”  that your course has been highly com
mended by the intelligent and consecrated ones, and for myself 
I would say, Rightly so, indeed.

The dear brethren with whom we meet here appear to be in 
a good, healthy condition, all praise to our dear Father, 
and his adorable Son Jesus, who careth for the dear sheep.

When I received A. B. R. and Z’s letters containing the 
blasphemous charges against your character, I was surprised. 
I see one of them even went so far as to criticize your 
views respecting Jacob’s dealings with his father in the matter 
of obtaining the blessing.

See what a different effect the truth on the subject had on 
a consecrated heart. My heart responded in praises to the dear 
Lord, for another clear vindication of his glorious character. 
Truly, “Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the 
upright in heart.” Many are the afflictions of the righteous; 
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all. Praise his 
dear name for such comforting assurances. May the God of all 
peace comfort your hearts, is the prayer of your humble serv
ant and brother in the Lord, W. J. Thorn.

[We give, by permission, extracts from a personal letter 
to one of our office-helpers.]

Indiana.
Dear Bro. Henninges:— I  received A Conspiracy Exposed. 

We have read it carefully and are thoroughly satisfied.
I heard a rumor of this trouble about a year ago, and just 

after the convention heard another. Neither was very definite, 
only a hint that “ Some of the colporteurs felt that Bro. R. 
was attempting to lord it over the heritage.”  In the light 
of his writings, however, we knew perfectly that the man
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would never dream of such a thing; and we concluded that his 
strict business principles were not appreciated by those 
persons who had loose ideas of business. There are many well- 
meaning people who mistake justice for cruelty. A school- 
ma’am appreciates that fact very thoroughly. Our experience 
in Chicago strengthened our ideas on the ’ ’whispers”—you 
recall how some had to be kept in their place to enable others 
to hear what was profitable.

Mother and I feel that Bro. Russell is a “chosen vessel”  of 
the Lord, and we hold him in great esteem for his works’ sake. 
We had two ideas in mind when we went to Chicago; viz., 
to be baptized, and to see Bro. R. face to face. We were 
satisfied. His face is one to inspire confidence and we studied 
it carefully.

When I received those circulars [ “bombs” ] last April, I was 
stunned, for Mr. Zech was one of the last persons whom I 
would have suspected of perfidy. Of course, I know nothing 
about him except what I have learned through the Toweb. 
Bro. R. has always spoken so kindly of Mr. Z. that I sup
posed he was faithful.

After the others retire, Mother and I usually read and talk. 
That evening I gave her one of the circulars, and we dis
cussed the matter. We decided that Bro. R. would never have 
been honored by the Lord, had he done the things of which 
he was accused; that you, Bro. Henninges, would never stay 
in an office where such things were done; that we would 
hear the other side of the story before we decided what was 
the real trouble. We laid the matter before the Lord and 
told him that we were following him and not any earthly 
leader; that our sympathy was with Bro. R., for we felt that 
he was a faithful servant; that we wanted the Lord’s help 
to decide the matter justly, for we had esteemed those 
whose names were signed to the circular for their work’s 
sake, also. So we left the matter. The next afternoon, we 
compared the letter signed S. D. Rogers with “The Work in 
England”  in the April Tower. The conclusions were not 
flattering to Mr. Rogers. We knew that his ideas would 
not work in our house, for my father and brothers 
would not tolerate his ideas for a single day. We con
cluded that he was tired of colporteur work, and wanted an 
excuse for leaving it. Since we had learned that one of the 
four was to be blamed, we felt that the other three were in 
bad company to say the least, and again left the matter.

The “ Conspiracy Exposed”  is a full reply to every point 
raised. It is an awful warning to those who neglect to culti
vate the fruits of the spirit, for these people seem to have been 
content with head knowledge rather than heart practice. Mr. 
Bryan must be a most miserable person. I pity him. That 
any one could be in daily communion with such people as 
Bro. R. and Sister R. and profit so little by their presence 
is a mystery to me. What manner of man can he he?

We have felt that it will not do to depend upon any “arm 
of flesh,”  for it will fail us. So we have long urged our 
little company here to search the Scriptures and make the 
truths we love a part of themselves. While honoring Bro. R. 
and his work, we have used his writings as outlines of Bible 
study; so that should any difficulty arise, we would not easily 
be moved or shaken. We think this to be a wise course. God’s 
Word is sure, and when our hope is based upon that alone, 
we are safe. It is not always an easy matter to study out 
these things; it is far easier to take Bro. R.’s word for we have 
great confidence in him; but we know that we shall not be per
manently benefited unless we appropriate these things to our
selves. Hence we test everything he says to the best of our 
ability. May the Lord keep us all from falling! With love 
and sympathy for the friends in the office, I remain.

Yours in Christ, Louise Hamilton.
[Then follow letters of similar import from 16 individuals 

and classes.]
Illinois.

Dear Brother R ussell:—I am sure that you will be 
anxious to know how the circular sent out by A. B. R. and 
Z. and your Tower Extra were received by the church in 
Chicago, and how they affected us.

We were very sorry to receive such a venomous circular, 
and especially from men who had been held so highly by 
the church. However, we discovered at once the spirit of 
envy, strife and jealousy which pervaded the whole circular, 
and decided that the adversary was at the bottom of it.

The Tower Extra came; and I am glad to tell you that the 
spirit in which you wrote is to be highly commended—being 
essentially Christian. Your answer was not only satisfactory, 
but it was noble and generous.

We are glad that you remembered that vengeance does 
not belong to you. add that you did not attempt to take the 
rod out of God’s hands. He (only) knows how much guilt

is connected with their sins, and also what penalty to attach. 
You did what our blessed Lord would have done, and did do, 
under similar circumstances, “ Who, when he was reviled, re
viled not again, when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.” We are 
glad that the spirit of retaliation did not find a place in your 
answer, and that, while it was impossible for you, under such 
circumstances, to keep from getting angry, we are glad that 
you did not allow yourself to sin. Neither did you “give 
place to the devil” (Eph. 4:26, 27), as the conspirators did.

“No man is really dishonored except by his own act. 
Calumny, injustice, ingratitude— the only harm these can do 
us is by making us bitter or rancorous or gloomy: by shut
ting our hearts or souring our affections. We rob them of their 
power, if they only leave us more sweet and forgiving than 
before; and this is the only true victory. We win by love. 
Love transmutes all curses and forces them to rain down in 
blessings. Out of the jealousy of his brothers Joseph extracted 
the spirit of forgiveness. Out of Potiphar’s weak injustice, and 
out of the machinations of disappointed passion, he created an 
opportunity of learning meekness. Our enemies become un
consciously our best friends, when their slanders deepen in us 
heavenly graces. Let them do their worst; they only give us 
the God-like victory of forgiving them.”

Terrible as this thing has been, good will come out of it 
to all who are rightly exercised thereby. It will bring them 
nearer the Lord; make them more earnest and self-sacrificing 
in his service; and assist them to escape the “ fiery darts of the 
wicked” in the future.

Mr. Adamson— at one of the meetings—expressed him
self as being “very sorry that this affair ever occurred.”  We 
sincerely hope that this sorrow is of a godly kind. “ For,” 
says Paul, “godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not 
to be repented of.” —2 Cor. 7-10.

[We fear, however (in view of his words uttered in Sister 
Russell’s presence, “I do not repent. I would do the same thing 
again tomorrow,”  and his course of continued misrepresenta
tion), that his is not Godly sorrow, but merely that born of 
disappointment at the failure of their scheme.—Editor.]

He (Mr. Adamson) said, also, that he could not see much 
love in the act of treating him “as an heathen man and a 
publican.”  All we have to say to that remark is this: God
(who is love) could not and would not ask us to do an un
loving act. We could not love God and at the same time dis
obey him. “If ye love me, keep my commandments;” “He that 
hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
m e;”  “He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings.”—John 
14:15, 21, 24.

“Now here can be no mistake. Nothing can be love to God 
which does not shape itself into obedience.” God counts noth
ing else as love. So we see that we are perfectly safe in 
following the instructions of our Lord, as found in Matt. 18: 
15-17; 1 Tim. 6:4, 5 and Rom. 16:17, without overstepping 
the limits of love or justice.

The church in Chicago (with but one or two exceptions) 
are on your side and on the side of the truth; and I am sure 
are more determined than ever to not only know the truth, 
speak the truth and defend the truth, but also to live the 
truth.

May the Lord bless you and Sister Russell and all your 
household and all the body of Christ at this time; and may 
he give us all the necessary strength to overcome all tempta
tions and trials in the future.

Your brother in Christ, M. L. McP iia il .
P. S. The above letter was read to both the West and 

South Chicago meetings and its contents were heartily ap
proved by all.

[Then follow 65 more letters of similar import.]
New York.

Dear Brother R ussell:—I received your book in reply 
to the four conspirators, and return thanks to you for the 
same. It indeed meets the case fairly, squarely and honestly, 
and is in marked contrast to the spirit and evident purposes 
of the circular sent out by them. I was not pleased with the 
spirit of their circular, when I received it; and while I had 
known nothing previously regarding the charges (?) contained 
therein, I  felt that there was certainly a mistake or a con
spiracy somewhere, and consequently did not lose my con
fidence in you and Sister Russell, believing that out of the 
matter the Lord would bring the true light on the subject. 
And now that the whole purpose of the conspiracy is laid 
bare, it ought to cause them (were they true and earnest 
disciples of the meek and lowly Jesus) to hang their heads 
in shame and sorrow; but alas! this is not to be expected when 
Satan seems to have so completely puffed them up. May the
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dear Lord keep us, who are striving to be his, very humble
and meet for Ins best uses.

1 was surprised this a . m. to have Mr. Rogers call at my 
brothei’s house. He had only a few minutes to spend with 
me. but that was sufficient. He had in a few brief words (but 
to the point) my opinion of his recent misdoings. The topic 
of most of the few minutes’ conversation was at first a surprise 
to me, but after further thought, I concluded it was only what 
might be expected. He said that Bro.—or, rather, as he put it, 
Mr.—Russell had been too dogmatic in insisting on a par
ticular phase of the ransom and dis-fellowshiping those who 
saw other important features of it, and said that this dogma
tism had caused those who were at first associated with you 
to separate from you, or you from them, and had caused 
many to stumble and fa ll; and he gave it as his opinion that 
they were nearer right than you. (Verily, they “ love darkness 
rather than light.” )

My earnest sympathies and prayers are with you and 
Sister Russell, and I am confident that out of it all final good 
will come. This is truly the time when all are being “weighed 
in the balances;”  and they who are found wanting will be 
dropped out by the hand of the Master who holds the scales.

Yours in faith and fellowship, J. A. Mitchell.
P. S. I should like to ask a question regarding Mr. Rogers; 

but as you may consider it a matter of private business, you 
may perhaps not feel like answering. He has intimated to 
one or two that I know of, that aside from his traveling ex
penses, board, clothing, etc., about all of his income was 
donated to the Tract Society. I should like to know if that is 
so; for, if not, I feel that this, another of his deceptions, 
should be known. Personally, I take “no stock” in the state 
ment; but in the absence of information I cannot pass upon it 

[Your request is not unreasonable; and we reply, that Mr 
S. D. Rogers contributed money to the Tract Fund as fol 
lows: —

Dec. 28, 1889 .......................................................... $25.00
Jan. 28, 1890   25.00
April 9, 1890 . . . . .  20.00
July 5, 1890   2.90

In all, .................................................. $72.90]
L ater. Am rejoiced to learn that the recent arrows of the 

Adversary have accomplished but little harm to the saints, and 
are apt to return upon his own head to his own discomfiture 
and hurt. Thus God overrules apparent evil to work out 
good to his trusting ones. And, as you say, I also hope it 
may have the effect of drawing our hearts closer to our dear 
Lord and to each other.

I am doing quite fairly in my canvass here, considering the 
condition of things in this vicinity. Yesterday took orders for 
sixteen books, and today for twenty.

[Then follow eleven more letters of similiar import.]
[The following is from one formerly a helper in the Towek 

office, and whose defense of our integrity appeared in the 
Extra.

Iowa.
Dear Brother R ussell:—Your valued favor of 18th inst. 

came duly, and was especially appreciated as I did not an
ticipate any personal words from you during this trial, know
ing that you were taxed to the utmost. Though I love to 
hear from you, yet never consider it necessary to write 
me particularly, for I would prefer to know that you had 
used your time and powers among “ lambs,”  where such need 
attention.

That I was permitted in any measure to “hold up your 
hands” in the severe trial just passing, is a comfort to me. 
Having any measure of the spirit of the Master, how strength
ening it is to help bear one another’s burdens! Yours in the 
Master, W. E. Page.

[Then follow six more letters of similar import.]
England.

Dear Bro. R ussell :—I write to let you know that I fully 
sympathize with you in your present trial.

Mr. Rogers called here on Saturday evening. Of course 
you arc the greatest villain that ever existed; but then opinions 
differ. Was he not surprised when I told him it was a matter 
of Korah and his company! “Why! I am surprised at you !” 
he =aid. I think he was, for there was a momentary note of 
fear in his tone. I was not anxious to retain his services in 
any form. Yes. some are worthy of their hire—the devil, at 
least, thinks so; especially when they travel to villify the 
servants of God. I can tell you this plainly, Bro. Russell, 
that over two months ago, through the conduct of Mr. Rogers, 
I shut myself up and declined fellowship with anyone.

He has an idea that you intend to send Mrs. Russell to 
London to checkmate him. The best thing you can do, Bro.

Russell, is to dismiss him from your thoughts, as though he 
never existed.

[This has been our intention, and we have deviated from it 
only for this special issue, believing that this would be to 
the Lord’s praise and to the upbuilding of his people, to inform 
the church of the outcome of the late conspiracy and of the 
deliverance vouchsafed to all the true sheep of his pasture. 
Mrs. Russell had no thought of going to England.]

Do you not remember that the Lord was in the cloud and 
pillar of fire, guiding the Israelites through the wilderness? 
So, remember that the Lord is in this cloud of trouble, and, 
with the fiery trials, these are our protection. Be not over 
anxious concerning the brethren and sisters in England; for 
the Lord will give to his people, peace.

Mr. Rogers says that you are misrepresenting him in the 
article, “The Work in England;” in fact, insinuating that he 
misappropriated the money. If you would give a concise 
statement showing what the $965.67 represents, you will re
move some misapprensions. He says he sold 1,500 Dawns 
in American and 800 here. Total, 2,300@33c=$759—his own 
figures.

Praying that the Lord’s blessing may be with yourself and 
Sister Russell, as also all that are serving him in the office. 

Yours in Jesus, J. Brookes.
[Our figures are not the retail value of what he sold, but 

the retail value of what was sent him, representing books either 
sold by him, still in his possession or transferred by him to 
others (and for which he received no payment)— exclusive of 
the last shipment of 2,000 lbs. to London, which he abandoned 
at the docks.
Jan. 1, 1894, To Balance......................................................$640.90
Jan. 29, By Cash....................................................$ 73.05
Mar. 22, “Mr. Rogers’ statement of Daw n  un

sold, stored in Liverpool and London, 1535 
@ 1 2 ^ c .....................................................................  191.88 264.93
Balance .................................................................................. $375.97
Deduct prepaid freight........................................................ 23.67
Net .......................................................................................... $352.30
This is the wholesale value of the merchandise for 

which Mr. Rogers owes us (assuming his statement 
of books stored to be correct). It represents Dawns 
in cloth and paper bindings, booklets, Tower sub
scriptions, etc. (the respective quantities unknown), 
a conservative estimate of which places their retail
value at .......................................................................... $942.00

Add freight charges.............................................................. 23.67
Total ...................................................................................... $965.67

Mr. Rogers’ credit had been extended, before he started for
England, so that he owed us, on the day he sailed, for books
sent him while in America, $214.72. This amount is included 
in the balance due Jan. 1, 1894.] California.

Dear Bro. and Sister R ussell:— Somehow for the past 
month all of us here seemed to feel that a dark cloud was 
hovering above the household of faith threatening to burst upon 
us. We clung closer together and sought comfort in prayer. 
We now see why it was.

Courage, brother! These false brethren cannot injure the 
cause: they have only helped it. Since God permitted it, we 
say Amen. The cause will prosper the better henceforth. 
These people have been as a thorn in the flesh. Being now 
withdrawn, the sore will heal.

The first article in Tower of Sept. ’91 seems to fit perfectly 
to the case, and might be repeated just at this time. All I 
have heard of here remain loyal and true. Praise the Lord! 

Yours in Christian fellowship, J. A. Bohmet.
[Then follow two more letters of similar import.]
[The following is from a brother once a helper in the Tower 

office.] West Virginia.
Dear Bro. and Sister R ussell:—Greetings with all my 

heart! and I hold you dearer even than before.
I suggest to your judgment with regard to the distribu

tion of the Z. W. T. Extra, that it will be difficult to dis
tinguish where and where not it should go. The only motive 
I can see for withholding it from any is to cover if possible 
the shame of the offenders.

The book is a witness for you, for us, and for the truth;  
and I feel confident that the dear Lord intends it for a 
witness;—of course permitting us to use our judgment. But 
he will not fail to correct our errors in the use of this power
ful testimony.

Satan’s attempt in this scheme is as cruel and deep as his 
acts at any former crisis, and meant to be as far reaching. 

Yours in Christ, H. L. OilUs.
Germany.

Dear Bro. R ussell:— Continuing from my last, I hardly
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need say that, as far as I know myself, I love righteousness 
and peace, order and decency, and that I hate the reverse. 
My relation and connection with the Sichel-Haus have taken 
such a character that I begin to feel a disgust. I am not 
ungrateful, and for all the good received through Zechs I 
was truly thankful,—not in word only; and I have now in 
sincerest love and gratefulness written much to them, desiring 
to do good.

But I began to feel that I am already being misunderstood 
by them, and I doubt whether I shall be understood by them 
in the future; for I feel it to be the Lord’s will that I 
sever all connections (which have not been severed by them) 
with the Sichel-Haus, and that I return to America, probably 
in three or four weeks, as matters may shape themselves. 
Karl may stay longer and probably return with Boelimers in 
the fall.

Furthermore, I wish to tell you that after careful and 
prayerful consideration I believe it to be the Lord’s will to 
humbly offer whatever talents I may have to be used in the 
Lord’s service under your direction. I am sorry, very sorry, 
that you did not come to know me better during my stay in 
Allegheny, partially by reason of certain influences. And 
though I must admit, as a brother of Paul, that I have need 
of self-control, by the grace of God I have succeeded some 
in the past few years in controlling my spirit and keeping 
my body under; and I have great confidence that with the 
Lord’s help, under your influence and that of others, I shall 
receive a new impetus, to have all the good work con
tinue in me, including self-control, meekness, patience, etc.

I feel, painfully to some extent, that I may be misunder
stood by some. But I love the truth as pure and clear as 
possible, and, the Lord willing, I may see come to pass what I 
have often wished and expressed to Zechs, that one or more 
of the tracts of the Tower Tract Society be translated into 
German; if it be the Lord’s will that something be done 
among the Germans by the T. T. S. through your influence. 
I am so glad that we have One that judgeth us, and that he 
knows I am not trying to please men, except out of a pure 
heart. Furthermore, I believe I have the desire of many others, 
to see D a w n , V ol. iv ., come out. For this reason I felt very 
sorry that the late disturbance has come in and that three 
of the office helpers have left their posts. I f through my 
(as I hope quiet and faithful) service you can gain some time 
for V ol. iv ., I should deem it a favor of the Lord. I hope 
that from the above and previous letters my sentiments and 
motives may be clear to you and Sister Russell: to be spent 
to the Lord’s honor and praise, and, in unity of the spirit 
with those who are truly his, to grow up into him.

I shall await your advice. None need know of this 
though, lest some of your accusers think you needed or 
asked me from Germany to testify for the truth on your behalf. 
It will be a test for them (if you should believe it to be the 
Lord’s will that I come to Allegheny) whether or not they 
will think evil of me and treat me accordingly.

Yours sincerely in our Lord and Redeemer,
Otto A. Koetitz.

TThe following is from one known to many of our readers 
as Sister Millie Long— formerly one of the Tower office help
ers. We place it last because we would specially commend 
to all the sentiments of its fourth paragraph, relative to the 
“ false brethren.” ]

Missouri.
Dear Bro. Russell :—Our family has been acquainted with 

you since you were quite a young man, and were fully con
vinced long ago, by your walk and conversation, that from 
boyhood you have faithfully desired to serve the Lord. Some

times we have heard you assailed by opponents to your re
ligious views, who, being unable to overthrow the Scriptural 
doctrines you taught, resorted to the same methods as the 
Jews pursued toward Christ, viz., abusive personalities, etc. 
(Jno. 8:41; Matt. 11-19) However, you have always been 
able to prove that “Wisdom is justified of her children;’’ and 
as our dear Redeemer, fully cognizant of his perfect manhood 
and purity, exclaimed, “Who convinceth me of sin?” (Jno. 
8:46) so can all those who wear the robe of his righteousness, 
and are striving daily to bring every thought into subjection 
to the divine mind.

The circular letter reached us a few days before the celebra
tion of the Memorial Supper, and we (Mother and self) con
cluded that it was our duty to investigate the whole matter 
fully and impartially. The signatures the circular contained 
amazed us, owing to the fact that among them were brethren 
and sisters whom we honored and loved as God’s children; 
but the Scriptures assured us that “all things work together 
for good to those who love God;” and we tried to rejoice in the 
trial, knowing the results would prove beneficial to the faith
ful, shaking out much that was detrimental to spiritual 
progress.

The charges against you were ignoble and unworthy of pub
lication. The words pope, etc., had no weight with us. When 
I first heard you preach I was deeply impressed by your 
urgent advice to “Prove all things”  by the Scriptures, by fol
lowing which I have escaped many snares of the adversary. 
Subsequently, when I was a member of your household and had 
the blessed privilege of serving in the Tower office, the daily 
faithful sacrifices of Sister R. and yourself were constantly 
witnessed, but I never found either of you taking a self- 
righteous course, nor exalting yourselves in any way—al
though there was plenty of opportunity to do so. I was 
indubitably convinced that you were depending on the sacri
ficial death of our Lord for redemeption from Adamic sin and 
its penalty, and had battles to fight the same as all members 
of the church have: hence your sympathy, loving care and 
untiring service for other members of “ the body.” Conse
quently it is apparent to me that the “pope” who has been 
blinding the eyes of the false brethren was the product of “ evil 
surmising”  of the sinful, fallen mind, manufactured while they 
were neglecting the Father’s business. Satisfactory evidence 
of the above is fully given in your pamphlet, A Conspiracy 
Exposed, which I have carefully read.

This latest sifting of the church is certainly the result of 
living after the flesh, instead of after the Spirit. We who are 
begotten of the truth are reckoned to have passed the Adamic 
death; and if we cease to strive toward actual righteousness 
and willfully continue to follow the flesh, we shall surely suffer 
the second death. (Rom. 8:13) Even in dealing with false 
brethren I desire to avoid all fleshly bitterness that has a 
tendency to mingle with righteous indignation.

I rejoice to tell you that those whom I have talked with 
in St. Louis, and especially do I wish to mention Sister Gal
lagher [colporteur], as she is very young in the truth, has 
nobly stood for the Lord and in his spirit of meekness during 
the shaping. For myself I can say there is no idolatry in my 
heart. I desire to worship only God. At the same time I 
never forget that all I am by divine grace I owe to the in
strumentality of yourself and your beloved wife.

Mother joins me in Christian love. Courage! dear brother 
and sister, as the valley grows darker. “The God of peace 
shall bruise Satan under our feet shortly.”

“Then crowns of victory, palms of glory,
We shall wear.”

Yours in love of the truth. Mrs. R. W. Poicer.

“IN MY
There were only two or three of us 

Who came to the place of prayer—
Came in the teeth of a driving storm;

But for that we did not care,
Since after our hymns of praise had risen,

And our earnest prayers were said,
The Master himself was present there 

And gave us the living bread.

We noted his look in each other’s face,
So loving, and glad, and free:

We felt his touch when our heads were bowed,
We heard his “ Come to M e!”

Nobody saw him lift the latch,
And none unbarred the door;

But “ Peace” was his token in every heart,
And how could we ask for more?

NAME”
Each of us felt the relief from sin,

Christ’s purchase for one and a ll;
Each of us dropped his load of care,

And heard the heavenly ca ll;
And over our spirits a blessed calm 

Swept in from the jasper sea,
And strength was ours for the toil of life 

In the days that were yet to be.

It was only a handful gathered in 
To that little place of prayer,

Outside were struggle and stiife and sin.
But the Lord himself was there.

He came to redeem the pledge be gave— 
Wherever his loved ones be.

To give bis comfort and jov to them.
Though they count but two or three.—Sel.

[1667]



RABBI HIRSCH PREACHING JESUS
Dear Brother R ussell :— My mind has been enlightened 

by reading M illennial Daw n . .1 hope the truth therein re
vealed will reach every thinking Christian who asks, seeks and 
knocks lor the true meaning of the Bible.

I received a circular from the conspirators, but was un
moved by it: and last Sunday I had the pleasure of hearing 
your wife faithfully and thoroughly defend her husband and 
t h e  t i u t h  in the presence of one of the deluded men.

Unclosed find a “ straw” that tells which way the wind 
blows. It is from the pen of Rabbi Hirsch of this city. I 
heaid him preach a series of sermons in his synagogue recently, 
which weie highly in favor of Jesus and Paul, and he read 
each time a chapter from the New Testament. Once, after 
giving utterance to a sentiment similar to that of the clip
ping [below], he said to his Jewish hearers: “ Crucify me

if you will for saying it.”  Yours in the Master’s service,
Loftus Frizelle.

“We quote the rabbis of the Talmud; shall we then not also 
quote the Rabbi of Bethlehem? Shall not he in whom there 
burned, if it burned in any one, the spirit and the light of 
Judaism, be reclaimed by the synagogue? Yea, he hath been 
reclaimed. Happy this day, when Judaism again finds her son, 
the son comes back to the mother laden with the rich reward 
of his quest. The New Testament in the gospels presents 
Jewish thought, Jewish religion, Jewish universalism. Not 
an advance beyond Judaism, but a correspondence with Juda
ism, we have in the doctrine of Jesus, who was Jew and man; 
and because man, son of God.”

—Reform Advocate (Jewish).

EARTH’S LABOR PANGS
“As travail upon a woman with child,”  is the inspired 

doseilption of ihe forty-year day of trouble, by which the Mil
lennial ago 1-. commenced. The panic of 1873, which affected 
the whole world, was the first spasm, and since then at irreg
ular intei vaK the labor-pains of earth have been experienced. 
Jiut now we of the United States are in the midst of one of 
the--e tlnoes of the groaning creation.

In this land of bountiful crops many, because of strikes,

are almost destitute of food. In this land of liberty thousands 
of armed and unarmed men in half a dozen states are in a 
state of war. It is a war of labor against capital, and is the 
natural result of the competitive system of business, which 
evidently will hold on until spasm after spasm of increasing 
severity, resulting in anarchy will ultimately give birth to a 
new order of society based upon the new-old teaching of 
Jesus, the apostles and prophets.

PRAISE
‘ Mv soul, with humble fervor raise 

To God the voice of grateful praise;
And all thy ransomed powers combine 

To bless his attributes divine.

"Deep on my heart let memory trace 
His acts of mercy and of grace;

THE LORD
Who with a father’s tender care 

Saved me when sinking in despair.

“He led our longing souls to prove 
The joys of his abounding love. 

And when we did his grace request, 
He led our weary feet to rest.”
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THE ASSASSINATION OF CARNOT
The death of the President of France, at the hands of an 

assassin, will do much to intensify the feeling of opposition 
to anarchists and socialists, which for the past year has been 
growing in the minds of conservative people.

The result will be laws looking toward the suppression

of Socialism in its moderate as well as its radical phases. This 
will in turn mean the curtailment of liberties; and, while suc
cessful for a time, it will intensify a smouldering discontent, 
which eventually will break forth in an uncontrolable violence, 
“a time of trouble such as was not since there was a nation.”

“THE PRIZE SET BEFORE US”
All who are familiar with the Scriptures well know that 

the Christian course in the present life is represented therein 
as a race-course at whose farther end is a prize for all who 
so run as to obtain it. In the W atch Tower and in M illen
nial Dawn  we have frequently pointed out this fact and, upon 
all professing to be God’s people, have urged faithfulness in 
running the race.

But in showing the Divine Plan of the Ages— from Eden 
lost to Paradise restored—it has been both necessary and 
proper to point out that the prize set before us in the gospel is 
a different one from that before Israel after the Flesh, 
during the Jewish age, and different also from that which will 
be set before mankind in general during the Millennium. 
And now something more upon the subject seems necessary 
from the fact that some have misunderstood us, and gotten 
the idea that there are two or three prizes, any one of which 
may now be run for successfully, and equally to the Lord’s 
pleasing. These are defined to be, (1) The high calling, to 
divine nature and glory; (2) Spiritual nature of a lower order 
than the divine nature; (3) Human perfection by restitution.

The advocates of the errors referred to proceed to explain 
three sets of conditions or terms to be compiled with, and that 
which of the three prizes is won at the end of life’s journey, 
will depend upon which of the three sets of conditions has been 
followed. (1) To gain the chief prize requires a full conse
cration of heart, followed as absolutely as possible, in thought, 
word and deed. To this we assent. (2) To gain the second 
prize, say they, one should live a good, honorable, Christian 
life, but need not specifically sacrifice the good-will and 
esteem of worldly people. In other words, an honorable and 
generally esteemed Christian is supposed to be running for this 
second prize— successfully, whether he knows it or not. From 
this view we dissent, and will give our reasons later. (3) They 
hold that for the third prize little or no running is necessary, 
that if one merely feels his own unworthiness and trusts in 
the merit of Christ as the ransom for all, accepts the resti
tution promises, and avoids open wickedness, he will get this

(162-211)

prize. Some, indeed, take credit to themselves in the matter, 
erroneously considering that they are cultivating the grace 
of humility,— saying, I don’t aspire to be a king on the 
throne of God’s kingdom. Oh, no! a humbler place will do 
me. From all this also we dissent.

The facts are these:—
(1) There is but the one prize held out by the Scriptures 

as an offer during this age, as there was a different one held 
out previously, and as there will be a still different one held 
out during the Millennial age. The Scriptures are very 
definite respecting this one prize of the Gospel age. See Eph. 
4 :4 ; Col. 3:15.

(2) None of God’s laws or regulations conflict with justice: 
they all harmonize with it. And hence God could not require 
less than a full consecration to him and his will, on the part 
of all whom he accepts into his family— either on the divine 
or human plane. Nor could he accept as satisfactory or worthy 
of any prize the self-pleasing or the world-conforming rules 
above laid down for the second and third prizes.

Things are either right or wrong; and the right side is al
ways God’s side. The reason that the path of the “ little 
flock”  is declared to be a narrow or difficult one at present, 
is, that it is God’s path—the right path; and the world being 
wrong,—out of harmony with God, and consequently out of 
harmony with righteousness—is in opposition, directly and in
directly, to all who are in harmony with God and righteous
ness. And the more progress we make into harmony with God 
and righteousness the more the worldly minded will hate us, 
and the more narrow and difficult the path of life will be. 
Hence the Apostle’s word: “The friendship of the world is at en
mity with God.”  (Jas. 4 :4) Can anyone suppose that God 
offers of any grade or degree to those at enmity against him 
even to the extent of sympathy and harmony with his enemies 
and opponents? Surely not. Hence this one text alone would 
contradict all this theory respecting a second and a third 
prize being now offered.

We repeat, what we have previously stated many times, but
[1668]
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