
PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING DURING TRIBULATION 
 
I remember Praise Books by Merlin Carothers (1924-2013). They impacted me so greatly; 
and I know that they impacted many lives around the world. Merlin Carothers said that 
the discovery of the power of praise-filled prayer was one of the most exciting experiences 
of his life. Praise and thanksgiving in times of trouble are hallmarks of faith.  
 
1Th. 5:16 Be joyful always; 
1Th. 5:17 pray continually; 
1Th. 5:18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 
How could a person be joyful always, even in time of tribulation? It is possible only if the 
person practices advanced faith. Advanced faith is anchored on the ways of God. 
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Ro. 4:17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” [Gen. 17:5] He is our 
father in the sight of God, in whom he believed — the God who gives life to the dead and calls 
things that are not as though they were. 
 
Ja. 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
Ja. 1:3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
Ja. 1:4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 
 
The ways of God: God gives life to the dead and He calls the things that are not as though 
they were.  
 
When a person who practices advanced faith finds himself in tribulation, he doesn’t see 
tribulation as a negative thing, but rather as an opportunity to experience God in action. 
His heart is filled with joy because time of promotion has come. In order for expansion 
to occur, there must first of all be compression. Tribulation is compression; advanced 
faith brings God into the situation and thereby bring about expansion. 
 
In order for a person to ascend to heaven (rapture) from the land of the living, there 
must be extra-ordinary expansion and this requires prior extra-ordinary compression. It 
is only advanced faith that can convert the extra-ordinary compression into extra-ordinary 
expansion. Without advanced faith, the extra-ordinary compression leads to death—
falling away from the faith. 
 
Re. 3:14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 
Re. 3:15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 
other! 
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Re. 3:16 So, because you are lukewarm — neither hot nor cold — I am about to spit you out of 
my mouth. 
 
The church in Laodicea represents the end-time church. Jesus says that end-time 
Christians are lukewarm. The extra-ordinary compression that is the end-time tribulations 
will spit the lukewarm Christians out of the body of Christ. But the same end-time 
tribulations will make the hot Christians to expand in the Spirit and ascend to heaven. 
The difference between the hot and lukewarm Christian is the quality of their faith. 
 
He. 13:15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise — the 
fruit of lips that confess his name. 
 
Praising God during time of tribulation is really a sacrifice. The natural thing for a human 
being to do in time of tribulation is to look gloomy and have a bad attitude towards God 
for allowing such ugly situation to befall you. But the hot Christian immediately recognizes 
the trying situation as an opportunity to expand and begins to praise and thank God for 
the situation, using applicable word of God. He thanks God for using the tribulation to 
work out some good things in his life. Even though he may not be seeing the good things 
being worked out as the tribulation ensues, that is calling the things that are not as 
though they are. That is how the Spirit of God gives life to the dead. 
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