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Loading, unloading at
Shahid Rajaee Port
up 5% in 4 months

Loading and unloading of commodities
at Shahid Rajaee Port in Iran’s south-
ern Hormozgan Province rose five per-
cent during the first four months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21-June 21) compared to the same pe-
riod of time in the past year.

Some 27.908 million tons of commod-
ities were loaded and unloaded at Sha-
hid Rajaee Port during the four-month
period, IRNA reported on Sunday quot-
ing Allah-Morad Afifipour, the manag-
ing director of Hormozgan Province’s
Ports and Maritime Department.

The official said the commodities in-
clude 18.694 million tons of non-oil
products and 9.213 million tons of oil
products.

Last month, Afifipour had said that
tens of projects worth 30 trillion rials
(about $799 million) are underway at
Shahid Rajaee Port.

Among these projects, he referred to
establishment of three oil terminals as
well as access roads at the value of 600
billion rials (about $15.9 million).
Having the docks constructed within
the next two years, Shahid Rajaee’s
capacity of oil products exports will
increase up to 34 million tons.

Iran plans to increase the capacity of
its ports to reach 250 million tons by
four years, IRNA reported in late June
quoting the Head of Iranys Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO) Mo-
hammad Saeidnejad as saying.

The official said that the country’s
ports are currently operating at a ca-
pacity of 210 million tons.
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Iranian envoy hopes for growing tourism ties with Russia

Visa-free travel for tour groups, es-
tablished by Iran and Russia, will
lead to the growth of tourist inflow,
TASS quoted Iranian Consul General
Ali Mohammadi as saying on August
1. According to him, in 2017, more
than 150,000 Iranians may visit Rus-
sia.

Moscow and Tehran signed a vi-
sa-free travel agreement concerning
tour groups on March 28, 2017, dur-
ing Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani’s visit to Russia. On June 25, the
Iranian government adopted a rele-
vant directive.

«Last year, more than 120,000 Irani-
an tourists visited Russia, so I believe
that this year, the number will exceed
150,000,» Mohammadi said. «We
hope that the Russian tourist inflow to
our country will also grow,» he point-
ed out. «This will happen when peo-
ple know more about Iran’s culture,
its civilization, opportunities and safe
environment. However, at present,
the number of Russians visiting Iran
is less when compared to the number
of Iranian tourists,» the Iranian diplo-
mat added.

According to him, Iran is on the top-
10 list as far as the number of tourists
visiting Russia goes. Iranians particu-
larly like Moscow and St. Petersburg.

«In summer, it is too hot in Iran, while
there [in Moscow and St. Petersburg]
the weather is nice. Besides, Iranians
take much interest in unique historic
landmarks, including the Red Square
in Moscow and the rivers of St. Pe-
tersburg,» Mohammadi went on to
say. «People in Iran always say they
wish to see the white nights in St. Pe-
tersburg, they always ask questions
about it,» the Iranian consul general
noted.

He was confident that in the near
future, other Russian regions would
also attract Iranian tourists’ attention.

Cruise ship for Caspian Sea

Cruises in the Caspian Sea could
give impetus to the development of
tourism industry, the Iranian consul
general said adding that this sphere
looked promising not only for Iran
and Russia but also for all other Cas-
pian counties. However, such cruises

will require special cruise ships that
would be able of withstanding big
waves.

«Experts say that waves in the Caspi-
an Sea could rival ocean waves as far
as their height goes,» Mohammadi
noted. «Today, the Caspian countries
do not possess proper cruise liners.
But, according to the governor of the
[Russian] Astrakhan region, there are
plans to start building such ships in
Astrakhan. 1 hope that these plans
will become a reality,» the Iranian
diplomat added.

He pointed out that in the Iranian
harbor town of Bandar-¢ Anzali, a
modern terminal had been built for
passenger cruise ships.

A project PV300VD cruise ship,
planned to be used for travels in the
Caspian Sea, was laid down at the As-
trakhan-based Lotus shipyard in 2016
in the presence of Russian President
Vladimir Putin. The four-deck vessel
capable of carrying 300 passengers
will equal a five-star hotel. There will
be restaurants, gyms, spa salons and
saunas on board. The project, initi-
ated by the Moscow River Shipping
company, is estimated at a total of 2.5
billion rubles ($41.5m). The cruise
liner is expected to be launched in
April 2018.

Iran, Germany mull over expanding economic, banking ties

Iranian Minister of Transport Abbas Akhoundi
and Germany’s Minister of Economic Affairs
and Energy Brigitte Zypries met on Thursday

to discuss economic cooperation and expansion
of banking relations.
During the meeting, the two sides explored

ways of removing the barriers impeding the
two countries banking relations.

The Iranian minister, who traveled to the Eu-
ropean country on Wednesday for a two-day
visit, was accompanied by his deputy, Asghar
Fakhrieh Kashan, and Saeid Mohammadzadeh,
head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways
(known as RAI).

The officials also visited Siemens industrial
complex in Berlin and held talks with the com-
pany officials to discuss Tehran-Mashhad high-
speed railway project.

The German company cooperates with Iran for
implementation of this project and manufactur-
ing trains for the mentioned line.

According to IRIB, Akhoundi also held talks
with Ronald Pofalla, the board member for
infrastructure at Deutsche Bahn AG (a Ger-
man railway company operating in more
than 130 countries), who said transferring
knowledge and technology to Iran is on the
agenda.
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