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Chapter 8 : Hong Kong’s Hundred Years

Why am ‘I’ chosen? ----Hong Kong

Activity 1 : Learn about Hong Kong’s geographical position

Land occupies about 29% of the whole world surface and oceans occupy 71%,

so there is the saying : ‘one third land and one seventh ocean’. There are seven

continents in this world : Asia, Europe, Africa, Oceania, North America, South

America and Antarctica. In addition, there are four oceans : Pacific Ocean, Atlantic

Ocean, Indian Ocean and the Arctic Ocean.

Hong Kong is situated in Asia. It was originally a small fishing village. It lacks

natural resources. But the harbour between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon is deep

and wide. With mainland China at the back and the South Sea in front, Hong Kong

is the gateway to South China. It is also situated in the south-east of Asia and

Europe, so it is an important channel linking Asia and other parts of the world.

The British wanted to take this place as a base to develop China trade.

(a) According to the information above, fill in the following map with the seven

continents and the four oceans. Indicate the position of Hong Kong and England

with a ‘X’ and ‘Y’ and draw the route from England to Hong Kong with an arrow.

Arctic

Ocean

Asia

Atlantic

Ocean



Europe



North

America

Pacific

Ocean



Africa

India

Ocean



Oceania



South

America



(b) What are the advantages of Hong Kong’s geographical position? How was this

related to the British occupation of Hong Kong?
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Does the world have grids?

Longitude and latitude are imaginary lines on the

surface of the world. They are drawn according to the angles

measured with reference to the centre of the earth.

Longitudes and latitudes intersect to form a grid system. The

vertical lines from North Pole to South Pole are called

‘meridians’ 子午線. The longitudes to the east of the first

meridian are called the eastern longitudes. The longitudes to



the west of the first meridian are called the western

longitudes.

We can see many horizontal lines on the globe. These are called latitudes. Their

length is not all the same. The longest one is at 0º, called the equator. The latitudes

become shorter when they are closer to the North Pole and South Pole. At the North

Pole and South Pole, the latitudes are as short as just one point. The equator divides

the earth into two large parts. The part north of the equator is called the northern

hemisphere. The part south of the equator is called the southern hemisphere.

(c) Where is the starting point of the meridian?

(d) According to the information above and the atlas, complete the following chart.

Where is HK?
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Latitude 緯度



Longitude 經度



Beijing



39º N



116º E



Nanjing



32º N



118º E



London



51ºN



0º W



New York



40ºN



74º W



Cape Town (開普敦)



33ºS



18º E



Place



Continent



Hong Kong



Activity 2 ﹕Data processing and categorization – the cessation of Hong Kong

The Qing Dynasty adopted a closed-door policy. It restricted foreign trade and

forbade contact between the Chinese and foreigners. Guangzhou(廣州) was the

only port for foreign trade. It was difficult for the British to promote her products

in China. That caused a long-term trade deficit. So the British exported a lot of

opium into China to make profit, resulting in a serious outflow of silver. Many

Chinese also were addicted to opium, which seriously affected the people’s

livelihood. Emperor Dao Guang (道光) sent Lin Ze Xu(林則徐) to stop opium

trade. As a result, the British government was dissatisfied and decided to open the

door of China through war. So the Opium War broke out.

The Treaty of Nanjing 南京條約

In 1842, The British troops advanced on Nanjing. The Qing government sent a

representative to sign the unequal ‘Nanjing Treaty’ with the British representative

Pottinger (砵甸乍). In this treaty Hong Kong Island was ceded to England.

The Convention of Beijing 北京條約

In 1856, Britain and France invaded China In December 1860, the British and

French army captured Beijing. The representative of the Qing government signed the

Beijing Convention with Britain. According to this treaty, China was forced to cede

the territory south of the Boundary Street in Kowloon (including the Stonecutters

Island (昂船州) to Britain.

條

Convention for the Extension of Hong Kong Territory 展拓香港界址專條

In June 1898, western powers ( countries) scrambled for concessions in China.

Britain made use of an opportunity to force the Qing government to sign the

Convention for the Extension of Hong Kong Territory. Under this convention, the

territories south of Shenzhen and north of Boundary Street together with 230 islands

including Lantau Island (the New Territories) were leased to Britain for 99 years

until 30th June 1997.
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(a) According to the information above, complete the following chart and give it a

suitable title.

Title: The Cessation of Hong Kong 香港割讓的經過

Year



Treaty name



War



1842



Hong Kong Island was

ceded to Britain

The Convention of Beijing



1898



Result



Convention

for

the

Extension of Hong Kong

Territory



South of Boundary Street

in Kowloon was ceded to

Britain

/



The New Territories was

leased to Britain for 99

years.



(b) The map below was a map in the middle of 20th century. When were the places

marked (i) – (v) ruled by Britain?



(i)



(ii)



(iv)



(v)



(iii)
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The following shows the inscription on the Reunification Monument (extract):

The Monument in Commemoration of the Return of Hong Kong to China

In the wake of the Opium War in 1840, Britain

seized and occupied Hong Kong Island and

Kowloon, and later took the “New Territories”

by lease.

Benefiting from the interaction between East

and West, Hong Kong has developed into a free

port that promotes international trade and operates under the rule of law. The people

of Hong Kong, with their diligence, vigour and entrepreneurial skills, and supported

by the motherland, have achieved great success in their endeavour and have turned

Hong Kong into an international centre of finance, trade and transportation.

In the last century, China was plagued by turmoil and suffering, and her patriots

remained determined to reclaim lost territories. Our country declared its decision

to recover Hong Kong in 1997. The great statesman Deng Xiaoping put forward the

ingenious concept of “one country, two systems”, and “Hong Kong people

administering Hong Kong” with a high degree of autonomy. China and the United

Kingdom signed the Joint Declaration after diplomatic negotiations. The British

Government agreed to return Hong Kong to China, while the Chinese Government

decided to establish the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) in

accordance with the Chinese Constitution……. the Central People’s Government

appointed Tung Chee Hwa as the first Chief Executive of the HKSAR. At midnight of

30 June 1997, the governments of China and the United Kingdom held a Handover

Ceremony in Hong Kong.

Erected by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the

People’s Republic of China, on this First Day of July, One Thousand Nine Hundred

and Ninety-nine.
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(a) In the above paragraph, what does ‘reclaim lost territories’ mean in the sentence

“In the last century, China was plagued by turmoil and suffering, and her

patriots remained determined to reclaim lost territories” ?



(b) In connection with question (a), why did that historical event happen?



(c) Which legal document states that the British Government agreed to return Hong

Kong to China?



(d) Which concepts did China want to use to govern Hong Kong after China's

Resumption of Sovereignty Over Hong Kong ?



(e) Who became the first Chief Executive of HKSAR?
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Activity: What is “one country, two systems”?

One country, two systems 一國兩制

“One country, two systems” was proposed by Deng Xiaoping. It aimed to solve

the problems regarding the unity and integrity of the country with consideration of the actual

situation and historical background of Hong Kong.

The Chinese Government needed to handle historical problems left by the Colonial

Government of Hong Kong. Meanwhile, China had to take care of the different lifestyles and

systems between Hong Kong and China.



“One country, two systems”, according to Deng Xiaoping’s idea, means that

there are two systems under one country. To be specific, in the People’s Republic of

China, socialist system (Note1) is implemented in the Mainland China while capitalist

system (Note 2) is implemented in Hong Kong.

Note : (1) Communism has the idea that the government owns all the resources and

plans all the economic policies.

(2) Capitalism stresses that most of the resources are privately owned and

the market is free from government intervention. Market economy is

adopted.

參考資料: 肖蔚雲&lt;&lt;一國兩制與香港特別行政區基本法&gt;&gt;。

(a) Why did Deng Xiaoping propose “one country, two systems” ?



(b) What is “one country, two systems”?



(c) In your opinion, what are the benefits for China to govern Hong Kong by “one

country, two systems”?
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Hong Kong:

From Entrepot (



) to



International Financial Centre (



)



Preview: Development of Hong Kong over last two centuries

(



).



Fill in the blanks with the following:



Treaty of Nanjing (



)



Formation of HKSAR (



)



Convention of Beijing (



)Lease the New Territories (



)



Political



Development



Event 2:

______________

______________



Event 1:

______________

_____________



Event 3:

______________

______________



1860



Event 4:

_____________

_____________

__



1898



1997



1842



- - - - 1800



1850



1900



1950



Economic



Development



1.___________



2.___________



3.___________



4.___________



_____________



_____________



_____________



_____________



_____________ _____________



_____________



_____________



Agriculture and fishing (

Trade and finance (



)

)



Industry (



)



Entrepot (



)
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