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Chapter 8 : Hong Kong’s Hundred Years
Why am ‘I’ chosen? ----Hong Kong
Activity 1 : Learn about Hong Kong’s geographical position
Land occupies about 29% of the whole world surface and oceans occupy 71%,
so there is the saying : ‘one third land and one seventh ocean’. There are seven
continents in this world : Asia, Europe, Africa, Oceania, North America, South
America and Antarctica. In addition, there are four oceans : Pacific Ocean, Atlantic
Ocean, Indian Ocean and the Arctic Ocean.
Hong Kong is situated in Asia. It was originally a small fishing village. It lacks
natural resources. But the harbour between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon is deep
and wide. With mainland China at the back and the South Sea in front, Hong Kong
is the gateway to South China. It is also situated in the south-east of Asia and
Europe, so it is an important channel linking Asia and other parts of the world.
The British wanted to take this place as a base to develop China trade.
(a) According to the information above, fill in the following map with the seven
continents and the four oceans. Indicate the position of Hong Kong and England
with a ‘X’ and ‘Y’ and draw the route from England to Hong Kong with an arrow.
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America

(b) What are the advantages of Hong Kong’s geographical position? How was this
related to the British occupation of Hong Kong?
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Does the world have grids?
Longitude and latitude are imaginary lines on the
surface of the world. They are drawn according to the angles
measured with reference to the centre of the earth.
Longitudes and latitudes intersect to form a grid system. The
vertical lines from North Pole to South Pole are called
‘meridians’ 子午線. The longitudes to the east of the first
meridian are called the eastern longitudes. The longitudes to

the west of the first meridian are called the western
longitudes.
We can see many horizontal lines on the globe. These are called latitudes. Their
length is not all the same. The longest one is at 0º, called the equator. The latitudes
become shorter when they are closer to the North Pole and South Pole. At the North
Pole and South Pole, the latitudes are as short as just one point. The equator divides
the earth into two large parts. The part north of the equator is called the northern
hemisphere. The part south of the equator is called the southern hemisphere.
(c) Where is the starting point of the meridian?
(d) According to the information above and the atlas, complete the following chart.
Where is HK?
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Latitude 緯度

Longitude 經度

Beijing

39º N

116º E

Nanjing

32º N

118º E

London

51ºN

0º W

New York

40ºN

74º W

Cape Town (開普敦)

33ºS

18º E

Place

Continent

Hong Kong

Activity 2 ﹕Data processing and categorization – the cessation of Hong Kong
The Qing Dynasty adopted a closed-door policy. It restricted foreign trade and
forbade contact between the Chinese and foreigners. Guangzhou(廣州) was the
only port for foreign trade. It was difficult for the British to promote her products
in China. That caused a long-term trade deficit. So the British exported a lot of
opium into China to make profit, resulting in a serious outflow of silver. Many
Chinese also were addicted to opium, which seriously affected the people’s
livelihood. Emperor Dao Guang (道光) sent Lin Ze Xu(林則徐) to stop opium
trade. As a result, the British government was dissatisfied and decided to open the
door of China through war. So the Opium War broke out.
The Treaty of Nanjing 南京條約
In 1842, The British troops advanced on Nanjing. The Qing government sent a
representative to sign the unequal ‘Nanjing Treaty’ with the British representative
Pottinger (砵甸乍). In this treaty Hong Kong Island was ceded to England.
The Convention of Beijing 北京條約
In 1856, Britain and France invaded China In December 1860, the British and
French army captured Beijing. The representative of the Qing government signed the
Beijing Convention with Britain. According to this treaty, China was forced to cede
the territory south of the Boundary Street in Kowloon (including the Stonecutters
Island (昂船州) to Britain.
條
Convention for the Extension of Hong Kong Territory 展拓香港界址專條
In June 1898, western powers ( countries) scrambled for concessions in China.
Britain made use of an opportunity to force the Qing government to sign the
Convention for the Extension of Hong Kong Territory. Under this convention, the
territories south of Shenzhen and north of Boundary Street together with 230 islands
including Lantau Island (the New Territories) were leased to Britain for 99 years
until 30th June 1997.
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(a) According to the information above, complete the following chart and give it a
suitable title.
Title: The Cessation of Hong Kong 香港割讓的經過
Year

Treaty name

War

1842

Hong Kong Island was
ceded to Britain
The Convention of Beijing

1898

Result

Convention
for
the
Extension of Hong Kong
Territory

South of Boundary Street
in Kowloon was ceded to
Britain
/

The New Territories was
leased to Britain for 99
years.

(b) The map below was a map in the middle of 20th century. When were the places
marked (i) – (v) ruled by Britain?

(i)

(ii)

(iv)

(v)

(iii)
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The following shows the inscription on the Reunification Monument (extract):
The Monument in Commemoration of the Return of Hong Kong to China
In the wake of the Opium War in 1840, Britain
seized and occupied Hong Kong Island and
Kowloon, and later took the “New Territories”
by lease.
Benefiting from the interaction between East
and West, Hong Kong has developed into a free
port that promotes international trade and operates under the rule of law. The people
of Hong Kong, with their diligence, vigour and entrepreneurial skills, and supported
by the motherland, have achieved great success in their endeavour and have turned
Hong Kong into an international centre of finance, trade and transportation.
In the last century, China was plagued by turmoil and suffering, and her patriots
remained determined to reclaim lost territories. Our country declared its decision
to recover Hong Kong in 1997. The great statesman Deng Xiaoping put forward the
ingenious concept of “one country, two systems”, and “Hong Kong people
administering Hong Kong” with a high degree of autonomy. China and the United
Kingdom signed the Joint Declaration after diplomatic negotiations. The British
Government agreed to return Hong Kong to China, while the Chinese Government
decided to establish the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) in
accordance with the Chinese Constitution……. the Central People’s Government
appointed Tung Chee Hwa as the first Chief Executive of the HKSAR. At midnight of
30 June 1997, the governments of China and the United Kingdom held a Handover
Ceremony in Hong Kong.
Erected by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the
People’s Republic of China, on this First Day of July, One Thousand Nine Hundred
and Ninety-nine.
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(a) In the above paragraph, what does ‘reclaim lost territories’ mean in the sentence
“In the last century, China was plagued by turmoil and suffering, and her
patriots remained determined to reclaim lost territories” ?

(b) In connection with question (a), why did that historical event happen?

(c) Which legal document states that the British Government agreed to return Hong
Kong to China?

(d) Which concepts did China want to use to govern Hong Kong after China's
Resumption of Sovereignty Over Hong Kong ?

(e) Who became the first Chief Executive of HKSAR?
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Activity: What is “one country, two systems”?
One country, two systems 一國兩制
“One country, two systems” was proposed by Deng Xiaoping. It aimed to solve
the problems regarding the unity and integrity of the country with consideration of the actual
situation and historical background of Hong Kong.
The Chinese Government needed to handle historical problems left by the Colonial
Government of Hong Kong. Meanwhile, China had to take care of the different lifestyles and
systems between Hong Kong and China.

“One country, two systems”, according to Deng Xiaoping’s idea, means that
there are two systems under one country. To be specific, in the People’s Republic of
China, socialist system (Note1) is implemented in the Mainland China while capitalist
system (Note 2) is implemented in Hong Kong.
Note : (1) Communism has the idea that the government owns all the resources and
plans all the economic policies.
(2) Capitalism stresses that most of the resources are privately owned and
the market is free from government intervention. Market economy is
adopted.
參考資料: 肖蔚雲<<一國兩制與香港特別行政區基本法>>。
(a) Why did Deng Xiaoping propose “one country, two systems” ?

(b) What is “one country, two systems”?

(c) In your opinion, what are the benefits for China to govern Hong Kong by “one
country, two systems”?
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Hong Kong:
From Entrepot (

) to

International Financial Centre (

)

Preview: Development of Hong Kong over last two centuries
(

).

Fill in the blanks with the following:

Treaty of Nanjing (

)

Formation of HKSAR (

)

Convention of Beijing (

)Lease the New Territories (

)

Political

Development

Event 2:
______________
______________

Event 1:
______________
_____________

Event 3:
______________
______________

1860

Event 4:
_____________
_____________
__

1898

1997

1842

- - - - 1800

1850

1900

1950

Economic

Development

1.___________

2.___________

3.___________

4.___________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ _____________

_____________

_____________

Agriculture and fishing (
Trade and finance (

)
)

Industry (

)

Entrepot (

)
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Rights
The rights and
freedoms that Hong
Kong residents
should have under
the laws in force

Responsibilities
The responsibilities
that Hong Kong
residents should
fulfil legally or
morally.

Identity
Everyone can have different identities, e.g. you are a customer in a supermarket, a
student at school, a son/daughter in a family, a resident in Hong Kong, etc.
Try to write down your rights and responsibilities when you have the following
identities.
Environment
Identity
Rights

Responsibilities

Identity documents
What identity documents
do you have?

Every social group can provide identity documents for its members for
identification. The members of a group have equal rights and responsibilities.
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Resident is a person who lives in a place. The residents of Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region are simply called Hong Kong residents. Hong Kong is an
international city where people of both Chinese and foreigners live.
The definition and classification of Hong Kong residents are well stipulated
under Article 24 of the Basic Law:
Article 24 of the Basic Law
Residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region ("Hong Kong residents")
shall include permanent residents and non-permanent residents.
The permanent residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region shall be:
(1)

Chinese citizens born in Hong Kong before or after the establishment of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region;

(2)

Chinese citizens who have ordinarily resided in Hong Kong for a continuous period
of not less than seven years before or after the establishment of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region;

(3)

Persons of Chinese nationality born outside Hong Kong of those residents listed in
categories (1) and (2);

(4)

Persons not of Chinese nationality who have entered Hong Kong with valid travel
documents, have ordinarily resided in Hong Kong for a continuous period of not less
than seven years and have taken Hong Kong as their place of permanent residence
before or after the establishment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region;

(5)

Persons under 21 years of age born in Hong Kong of those residents listed in
category (4) before or after the establishment of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region;

The above-mentioned residents shall have the right of abode 居留權 in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region and shall be qualified to obtain, in accordance
with the laws of the Region, permanent identity cards which state their right of abode.
The non-permanent residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region shall
be persons who are qualified to obtain Hong Kong identity cards in accordance with
the laws of the Region but have no right of abode.
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Exploration
Please fill in the blanks according to Article 24 of the Basic Law.
1.

Permanent residents of Hong Kong refer to Hong Kong residents who have
.

2.

Hong Kong residents include

residents and

residents. Their rights are protected by
3.

.

The permanent residents of the HKSAR of category (1) to (3) are persons with
while those of category (4) and (5) do
not have

4.

.

The non-permanent residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
have no right of abode but they are qualified to obtain

.

The Structure and Governance of the
Hong Kong Government
The Hong Kong Government
(1) Functions
to handle public affairs and serve the citizens
to formulate and implement policies
to build a stable and prosperous society

(2) Structure
can mainly be categorized into
Administration: to formulate policies and provide advice to the Chief
Executive regarding important policies
Legislation：to make laws and control public expenditure etc.
Judiciary：to hear cases and enforce laws of Hong Kong
Others...
Chief Secretary for Administration: responsible for daily administrative
operations of government departments
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(3) The role of the Chief Executive
the head of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
to sign bills passed by the Legislative Council
to decide on government policies
to conduct, on behalf of the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, external affairs as authorized by the Central Authorities

The Administration of the Hong Kong Government
The Executive Council is responsible for policy decision and implementation as well
as management of administrative affairs.

(1) The functions of the Executive Council
To assisting the Chief Executive in policy-making
to meet once a week and the meeting is chaired by the Chief Executive
the Chief Executive shall consult the Executive Council before introducing
bills and making policy decisions.
The Council's conclusions are presented as collective decisions.
(2) Appointment and Removal of Executive Council Members
The Chief Executive appoints members of the Executive Council from among
the principal officials of the executive authorities, members of the Legislative
Council and public figures.
At present, the Executive Council comprises the Chief Secretary for
Administration, the Financial Secretary, the Secretary for Justice and 11
non-officials. One of the non-officials becomes the Convenor.
Members' appointment or removal is decided by the Chief Executive.
Members of the Executive Council have to be Chinese citizens who are
permanent residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region with no
right of abode in any foreign country.
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(3) Terms of Office of Executive Council Members
Members hold office for a period no longer than the expiry of the term of office
of the Chief Executive who appoints them.

The legislation of the Hong Kong Government
The Legislation Council is responsible to enact laws and control public expenditure .

(1) The composition of the Legislative Council
it comprises scores of elected Legislative Councilors.
Legislative Councilors represent citizens and some commercial, social or
professional groups.
The President of the Legislative Council shall be elected by and from among
the members of the Legislative Council
(2) The functions of the Legislative Council
to enact laws
to control public expenditure
to query the Government on issues concerning public interests
to discuss and endorse the bills proposed by the Executive Council
To debate the Chief Executive’s Policy Addresses (施政報告)
To approve the Financial Secretary’s Budget

(3) Types of Legislative Councilors
There are 3 types of Legislative Councilors:
elected by geographical constituencies
elected by functional constituencies

13

Fung Kai No.1 Secondary School
Integrated Humanities(S1)

The Judiciary of Hong Kong
It upholds the judicial power of HKSAR.
“The rule of law” and “independence of the judiciary” are the central pillars of
Hong Kong’s legal system as well as the foundation for Hong Kong’s success.
“Independence of the judiciary” is the idea that the judiciary needs to be kept away
from intervention and limitation from other executive and legislative branches of
government.

(1) The structure of Judiciary
The Judiciary of Hong Kong is made up of different types of courts. They deal with
cases according to their severity and category and provide opportunities for appeal.
There are different courts in Hong Kong
The Court of Final Appeal is the highest appellate court in Hong Kong.
The head is the Chief Justice.
The High Court hears serious cases and is in charge by the Chief Justice.
There is a jury system.
The District Court hears serious cases and is in charge by the Judge.
The Magistrates' Count hears minor cases and is in charge by the
Magistrate.
There are other courts:
The Lands Tribunal (土地審栽處)
The Labour Tribunal (勞資審栽處)
The Small Claims Tribunal (小額錢債審栽處)
The Obscene Articles Tribunal (淫褻物品審栽處)
The Coroner's Court (死因栽判法庭)
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Other Hong Kong Government Departments
The Government needs to communicate with citizens via the following
departments before it implements laws or policies to cope with the needs and
development of the society.

﹝１﹞Home Affairs Department (民政事務處)
Branches are set up in 18 administrative districts.
To collect public opinions and explain government policies.
District Officers are responsible for liaison with citizens and organizations.
To facilitate the mutual co-operation of citizens in the district.

﹝２﹞District Council (區議會)
They are set up in 18 administrative districts.
Citizens in the district can participate in local affairs via the District Council.
To provide opinions to the Government

Information 1 :
Rewind 1 : Emigration Tide
《In the Same Boat 同舟共濟》1990 Music / lyrics : Sam Hui 許冠傑
We are in the same boat, sailing in the stormy sea with merciless waves rolling up and
down. Visibility is poor and everything is in chaos. We are at a loss. Since we have
decided to stay in the same boat, let’s protect it from breaking up or turning over by
facing the challenges bravely.. Hong Kong is always in my heart and my heart never
changes. I really don’t like to emigrate to other countries as second class citizens. We
must have confidence to lay a good foundation and play our part well. Then we can
surely break through and overcome darkness. Things will come back to normal and
life will be better. Let’s hope for the best and create a new situation to keep this boat
warm forever. Hong Kong is my home. How can I lose it? I really don’t like to
emigrate to other countries to work as waiters. I hold my guitar tight and voice out
these words from the bottom of my heart. I hope these words can give you some relief
and hope everybody under the Lion Rock can unite.
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Information 2:
Sitting in the taxi and listening to the radio talking about the meeting between Mrs.
Thatcher and Zhao Ziyang in Beijing again, Chiu Man sighed in her heart and thought
that 1997 seemed like a shadow that always followed us (….)
“Zhao Ziyang said to the Hong Kong journalists before the meeting that China would
resume the exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong and implement a series of policies to
ensure Hong Kong’s prosperity and stability. He is the first highest official of the Chinese
Government to mention about China’s resumption of exercise of sovereignty over Hong
Kong in public.” (…)
“Hong Kong will change anyway!” The mother of Chiu Man sighed and shook her head
disappointedly.
“Well, it is unavoidable.” Cheuk Man Tin nodded. “Zhao Ziyang, the Prime Minister ,

now talks about China’s resumption of exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong. It
clearly shows the determination of China and the decision had already be made before.”
Hong Kong 97 1982 《香港九七》1982
(a) Refer to Information 1，what does “the boat” mean in “We are in the same boat’?
Hong Kong
(b) Refer to Information 1 and 2, guess what “sailing in the stormy sea with merciless
waves rolling up and down” refers to.
H K is facing the problem of 1997. People are scared and the society is unstable.

Information 3:
Rewind 2: The Emigration Tide Falls
There was a rise of emigration in Hong Kong in the late 80s and the early 90s. At
that time, more than ten thousand emigrants moved to Canada every year. However,
after the return of Hong Kong to China in 1997, the number of emigrants decreased
sharply and many emigrants moved back to Hong Kong. Up till now, a minimum of
150,000 emigrants have returned to Hong Kong.
Before 1997, many Hong Kong people who suffered from ‘97 phobia’ emigrated to
Canada and they became the main sources of Canadian immigrants. However,
there was difficulty in employment and doing businesses in Canada. The situation of
Hong Kong after 97 was quite stable. According to immigration laws of Canada,
immigrants who have resided in Canada for three years can apply to be Canadian
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citizens. So, some Hong Kong immigrants immediately returned to Hong Kong after
three years of ‘Emigration Imprisonment’ 移民監. After 1997, the number of
emigrants to Canada greatly dropped and the returnees greatly increased.
Source:: The World’s Weekly Magazine 世界周刊 2005/04/24

Information 4:
What worries you most after 1997？
1st：Influx of people from the Mainland China into Hong Kong causes an
increase in unemployment rate 54%
2nd：Political instability 47.5%
3rd：The freedom of expression and freedom of the press will be suppressed
44.5%
4th：Hong Kong will be completely controlled by China 32%
5th：Foreign countries lose confidence in investing in Hong Kong 29%
6th：Frequent changes of policies and laws 22.5%
7th：Political transparency will be reduced 18.5%
8th：Hong Kong becomes the place where the east and the west come into
conflict 3%
Source：Economic Daily 2/1/1997 《經濟日報》

(a) According to information 3, what happened after Hong Kong’s return to China in
1997?
Many emigrants moved back to Hong Kong
(b) In connection with question (a), why did it happen?
It was difficult to find jobs or do business in Canada. Hong Kong is quite stable
after the handover to China.
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Hong Kong:
from rural community to entrepot
Study the following pictures and answer the questions that
follow.
Picture A: a symbol taken from a ten-dollar note issued by the Hong
Kong Bank

1. Look at the drawings under the words “DIEU ET MON DROIT”
(God and My Rights) in the lower part of the symbol. Tell your
neighbours what you find.

_____________________________________________________
2. Discuss with your neighbours what these objects together represent.
Briefly explain your answer below.

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
3. Why are there a lion and a unicorn (獨角獸) in the upper part of the
symbol? What do they represent?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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Trade in Hong Kong
Fill in the box with the following terms:

imports (
(

)

exports (

)

re-export

)

Matching
Trade in Hong Kong has kept growing since the latter half of the 20th
Century.
Match the growth of different kinds of trade with relevant reasons.
Hong Kong’s population keeps growing and
Hong Kong lacks food and raw materials.

.

Hong Kong is a very small market but there
are very large overseas markets.

.

China has adopted an open door policy since .
1978.

.

The growth
of exports
in Hong Kong.
. The growth
of imports in
Hong Kong.
. The growth
of re-exports
in Hong Kong.
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Sentence-Making
Because … , there is …
Example:
Because Hong Kong’s population keeps growing and Hong
Kong lacks food and raw materials, there is the growth of
imports in Hong Kong.
Translation:
因為香港的人口不斷膨脹但卻缺乏食物和原料，所以香港的
入口貿易增長。
Practice 1:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Translation:
__________________________________________________
Practice 2:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Translation:
_________________________________________________
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