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Empowering the poor to a spiritual and physical wholeness

It is the end of the month of August and again we try to find the time to sit

down and provide an update on our lives over the last month. If we

where to look for a single word to describe the path month it would be

waiting.

Here is a short story from the work of AEE that Toby recorded this month

A year ago, AEE Rwanda started the women’s Self-Help Group (SHG) activities in

the Rugarama cell, in the Eastern Province of Rwanda. TLast week, the

Twitezimbere Kayonza (“Let’s Develop Ourselves”) self-help group organized an

event to celebrate all their achievements during the past year.

The event brought together the 20 women from the SHG, their husbands, a

representative of the Cluster Level Association and the village leaders. Organizing

the event and getting together to celebrate their achievements was a clear sign of

the empowerment in the women’s group.

Together, the SHG

members have made

great

achievements

during the past year.

Firstly, all the group

members have been

trained on how to

make savings and how

even those without

employment can save.

Altogether, the group

has since been able to

save 255,000 Rwf ($

300). Moreover, the

group has a joint fund

to buy soap for the

community members.

The women in the

SHG have been able to buy health insurance for all the members of their family,

and all the SHG members have got a goat through the group to secure more

income.

The SHG group has rented land to cultivate groundnuts. They have been able to

harvest over 100kg so far, increasing the income of the community members. The

next plan is to plant and start cultivating cassava. ALso, the group has a program to

help everyone in the group to get a mattress instead of sleeping on grass. So far,

they have been able to collect 30,000 Rwf ($ 35) for the mattress fund.

One of the SHG members, Beata, a mother of 6 , tells how her life was changed by

the SHG: “I used to think I couldn’t join the group. I only had a little money which I

spent on beer. After joining the group, I learned how to use my money efficiently.

Thanks to the group, I also got a goat. I used to didn’t care about my appearance,

but now I am smart and now I know how to dress up nicely. I want to thank SHG for

everything I have been able to achieve.”

It is great to see how people have been impacted by the work that AEE

does and how we are part of the team that is making such a difference.

__________________________________________________________

Please pray for Esme’s Nan who has had some very bad news regarding

her health this week gone, and it is important that Esme can fly back to

Tasmania to see her while she can. Nan will be returning to her home

next week to be under a Palliative care team. This is an unbudgeted

expense, but we NEED to be able to do it, please if you feel you can help

with the airfare please let us know.

What have we been up to as a family? School starts on Monday, so we

are getting everything ready, as well as trying to learn to wake up at 6am

so we can be at school by 7:40, something we are not used to. Zeb is

quietly excited to go, and Raphael is looking forwards to having more one

on one time with us as parents/teachers.

Esme has still not been able to get out to the field, it is now because of a

lots of donor visits at the moment, we are trying to be hopeful for next

week!

Toby has continued to work on the new website for the organization, it is

nearly ready, as well some funding applications.

But as the word for the month is waiting, many things are trying to

happen but have not yet come to fruition, please pray for our patience.

Till next time!

Please feel free to write to us!



Follow us



Talk to us

tneclarke@hotmail.com

WhatsApp +610434965151 (Toby)

WhatsApp +250781921905 (Esme)



Praise Points

•



•

•

•



•



The Rwandan election was

peaceful and calm, with a

very clear decision

Toby got to go out to the

field a little nit

Some houses to rent have

been found

Toby managed to fix the

computer and found most of

the lost files

Zeb going to school



Prayer Points

•



•

•

•

•

•

•



Esme’s Nan and the

Palliative health care team

taking over care

Esme as she plans to fly to

Tasmania to see her Nan

Esme’s family

Zebadiah starting school

Raphael continuing on

home schooling

Finances (see below)

AEE continues to make

meaningful impact, both

spiritually and physically

here in Rwanda



God bless &amp; love to chat!!!!

Toby, Esme,

Raphael &amp; Zebadiah



How are we going?



(red is bad, green is good, in between well somewhere between good and bad)



2016-2017 finance report

As the 2016-2017 financial year has finished, here is a breakdown of how our finances have gone in the

past year and how we are looking for the next 12 months.

This is a quick breakdown

of how we have spent the

money over the last 12

months we have received,

as you can see there are a

few areas where our

budget planning was not

perfectly accurate, it is

always hard to expect your

car breaking down, in all

we have been over budget

by about 30%, something

we did not plan for. But

this has been offset by an

increase in support from

people supporting us



The year ahead

We have redone our budget for the next 12 months with the plan to move into a cheaper house and to

include the cost of Zebadiah going to school for the next 12 months

Individual Costs have not

really changed in value,

apart from the school fees,

but our budget has

increased by $130 a

month. The biggest part

that is missing is that

currently there is no work

coming into Toby’s design

business in Australia, and

once we take away the

once off donations we

received before coming the

actual income we can

count on is way down!!!!

This obviously is not sustainable, please can you consider supporting us either with one off

donations or regularly, as we strive to serve God and the people here in Rwanda.

Please also pray that TC Work (Toby’s business) can get some work as well, there is nothing

signed or confirmed at this stage.

Feel free to ask us any direct financial questions, we want to be open
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