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Doklam Dare - Decoded

With the Dragon breathing down land

locked Sikkim's neck and unrest in the

Hills of North Bengal, it is double trouble

for India. Both the problems have cast a

long shadow on the Chicken neck - a thin

strip



of land of immense



strategic



importance connecting the North Eastern

states with the rest of India.

On the Sikkim front it all started in

June with China expanding a road in the

territory known as the Dokolam plateau a tri-junction between India, Bhutan and

China bordering Sikkim near the Nathula pass (14400 ft) region. While India calls this 89 sq km pasture

land- Dokola, Bhutan refers to it as Dokolam and China as Donglang. China already has a road near

Dokola and is trying to extend it southward towards Gamochen which is controlled by Indian troops.

Interestingly Gamochen is the area from where the Jampheri ridge starts. Located at an elevation it is a

very important strategic vantage point for the Indian Army.

Boundary talks are ongoing

between Bhutan and China.

The release claims that Bhutan

has written agreements of

1988 and 1998 stating that the

two sides (Bhutan and China)

agree to maintain peace and

tranquility in their border

areas



pending



a



final



settlement on the boundary

question, and to maintain

status quo on the boundary as

before March 1959. The agreements also state that the two sides will refrain from taking unilateral action,

or use of force, to change the status quo of the boundary.
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India supporting Bhutan's stand asked China to halt



China has used an 1890 treaty between



all construction work. Chinese troops instead told India



Chinese Qing dynasty of British colonial



to remove two bunkers that were set up in 2012 at Lalten



leaders of India to justify its claim over



in the Dokolam region. On June 6 night the Indian



Doklam. The treaty was formalised between



bunkers were destroyed by Chinese Bulldozers. A



Britain and Chinese kingdom. Ironically, it is



standoff ensued with troop buildup by both the Peoples'



being used by China to alter its boundary



Liberation Army and Indian Army. Conditions still



with Bhutan, which was not a signatory to



remain the same with tension mounting. While the two



the 127-year-old treaty. Tibet also did not



armies are on eyeball to eyeball contact, China has



sign the treaty. Britain officially negotiated



resorted to sabre-rattling.



on behalf of both India and the kingdom of



Rejecting Bhutan's claims, China has stated that the



Sikkim.



Dokolam area has always been a traditional pasture for



China has used 1890 treaty to justify its



Chinese cattle grazers over which it has always exercised



claim on Doklam tri-boundary referring to



complete control.



specifically mentioned Gipmochi which is



The Dragon has preferred to play the Sikkim and



same as Gyemochen. China says that



Bhutan card to mount pressure on India. The Chinese



Gyemochen is an established tri-boundary



official media has given a call for Sikkim's independence



under the Sikkim-Tibet Convention.



and separation from India. The state-controlled media



But, Bhutan and India don't agree.



has asked Chinese citizens to spark pro-independence



Bhutan was the first to lodge protest against



movements in Sikkim thereby reversing India's "brutal"



Chinese construction activities in Doklam



annexation of the state.



tri-boundary area. It objected to road



Sikkim was an independent kingdom until it merged

with India in 1975 following a decisive referendum.



construction by China saying that Doklam

belonged to China.



Interestingly China also recognizes Sikkim as an Indian



India, under its security arrangement with



state since 2003. The Chinese media has further



Bhutan stopped Chinese advance in the area



suggested that China should build up a global consensus



and asked last month the People's Liberation



for the abolition of unfair treaties of sovereignty and



Army of China to hold construction of road



defense that India has allegedly forced Bhutan to sign.



there.



The state of Sikkim borders China in the north and

east; Bhutan in the east; Nepal in the west and the state of West Bengal in the South. It shares a 220 km

border with China; 32 km border with Bhutan. The region is also in close proximity to the Chicken neck.
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Nathu La pass

 Nathu La is a mountain pass in the Himalayas.

 It connects the Indian state of Sikkim with China’s Tibet Autonomous Region.

 The pass forms a part of an offshoot of the ancient Silk Road.

 On the Indian side, the pass is

54 km east of Gangtok, the

capital of Sikkim. Only citizens

of India can visit the pass, and

then only after obtaining a

permit in Gangtok.

 Nathu La is one of the three

open



trading



border



posts



between China and India; the

others are Shipkila in Himachal

Pradesh



and



Lipulekh



(or



Lipulech) at the trisection point

of Uttarakhand–India, Nepal

and China.

 Sealed by India after the 1962

Sino-Indian War, Nathu La was

re-opened in 2006 following

numerous



bilateral



trade



of



pass



agreements.

 The



opening



the



shortens the travel distance to

important Hindu and Buddhist

pilgrimage sites in the region

and was expected to bolster the

economy of the region by

playing a key role in the growing

Sino- Indian trade. However, trade is limited to specific types of goods and to specific days of the week.

 It is also one of the four officially agreed BPM (Border Personnel Meeting) points between the Indian
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Army and People’s Liberation Army of China for regular consultations and interactions between the

two armies, which helps in defusing stand-offs.

The four BPM are:

1. Chushul in Ladakh,

2. Nathu La in Sikkim,

3. Bum La Pass in Tawang district of Arunachal Pradesh, and

4. Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand.

China’s hidden objectives

 The area of scuffle is close to Indian chicken neck region i.e.Siliguri corridor and therefore is

strategically very important and China knows India would never compromise with its security.

 As a result, tensions in so far settled zone can be used as a tool to compel India to agree to Chinese

One Belt One Road (OBOR) project.\

 OBOR is aimed at strengthening multiple foreign policy goals, including positioning China as a regional

hegemon in Asia by stamping out any potential balancing efforts by countries like India and Japan.

OBOR summit was recently held in May and India had boycotted it. Without India’s support success of

OBOR can’t be assured.

 Within the larger regional picture, after having made inroads into Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar

and Bangladesh, China has now targeted Bhutan which appeared to be the last man standing in the

immediate neighbourhood of India.

 China has been making into countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka, that has set off

alarm bells in India. The nature of Chinese investments in these countries has put a big question mark

over the underlying intentions of Chinese designs in the region. The development of the Gwadar port

in Pakistan, Hambantota port in Sri Lanka and Kyaukpyu port in Myanmar are interesting cases in

point.

 Bhutan, on the other hand, remains the only country unaffected by the Chinese designs in the region

and the recent conflict over Doka La was aimed at changing this status quo. By creating trouble on

Bhutan’s borders, China has attempted to undermine India’s support for its immediate neighbours. Had

India backed out of the situation, the move would have underlined the futility of India’s might, put a

question mark over its status as a reliable partner and opened a door for the establishment of bilateral

relations between Bhutan and China, thus completing the containment of India in its neighbourhood.

Bhutan - Angle

The 1949 Friendship Treaty (updated in 2007) guides the contemporary Indo-Bhutan relationship
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and aims to ensure India’s non-interference in Bhutan’s internal affairs. Article 2 of the 1949 version,

however, entrusted India with the power to guide Bhutan’s foreign policy. But Article 2 of the 2007

version freed Bhutan from seeking India’s guidance on foreign policy and obtaining permission over arms

imports, among other things. The article now only says that India and Bhutan “shall cooperate closely with

each other on issues relating to their national interests. Neither government shall allow the use of its

territory for activities harmful to the national security and interest of the other.”

Even before the revised treaty, Bhutan’s UN membership in 1971 had fundamentally impaired the

sacredness of the old Article 2. Bhutan is an independent country. It raised its diplomatic representation in

New Delhi to the full ambassadorial level in 1971.

Notwithstanding all the geopolitical pulls and pressures, Bhutan has steadfastly stood behind India

as its most reliable ally. But the impression among the Bhutanese now is that India has been coming in the

way of Bhutan reaffirming its status as an independent state, especially in the foreign policy arena.

People in Bhutan think that India has for too long prevented their country from normalising

diplomatic ties and negotiating a border settlement with China. India, on its part, fears that any boundary

deal will not only impact Indian security but also impinge on its own negotiating position with China on

the boundary issue. From Bhutan’s perspective, India’s position is adversely impacting its ties with China.

This is the main issue that is leading to complexities and confusion, including the standoff at Doklam.

However, it appears that this is not the first time the Chinese have intervened and built roads not

only in disputed territory, but also inside Bhutan.

Bhutan’s shares a 470-km-long border with China and according to some reports, over 25% of this

border remained disputed for decades. China wanted Bhutan to cede a 269-square-km area in west Bhutan,

including Dramana, Shakhatoe and Sinchulung, in exchange for which it had offered to give Bhutan a 495square-km area in Pasamlung and Jakarlung.

In the Doklam plateau in the west, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is known to have

made frequent intrusions since the mid-1960s. Talks with China began in 1972, but since 1984,

negotiations became bilateral without India’s participation. The two countries managed to sign an

Agreement on Maintenance of Peace and Tranquillity in the Bhutan-China Border Areas in 1998. Thus

far, 24 rounds of discussion have taken place under the agreement. The last round was held in August

2016 in Beijing between Chinese vice foreign minister Liu Zhenmin and Bhutanese foreign minister

Lyonpo Damcho Dorji. However, the Chinese have recently claimed that Bhutan and China have a basic

consensus on the functional conditions and demarcation of their border region.
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