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Doklam Dare - Decoded
With the Dragon breathing down land
locked Sikkim's neck and unrest in the
Hills of North Bengal, it is double trouble
for India. Both the problems have cast a
long shadow on the Chicken neck - a thin
strip

of land of immense

strategic

importance connecting the North Eastern
states with the rest of India.
On the Sikkim front it all started in
June with China expanding a road in the
territory known as the Dokolam plateau a tri-junction between India, Bhutan and
China bordering Sikkim near the Nathula pass (14400 ft) region. While India calls this 89 sq km pasture
land- Dokola, Bhutan refers to it as Dokolam and China as Donglang. China already has a road near
Dokola and is trying to extend it southward towards Gamochen which is controlled by Indian troops.
Interestingly Gamochen is the area from where the Jampheri ridge starts. Located at an elevation it is a
very important strategic vantage point for the Indian Army.
Boundary talks are ongoing
between Bhutan and China.
The release claims that Bhutan
has written agreements of
1988 and 1998 stating that the
two sides (Bhutan and China)
agree to maintain peace and
tranquility in their border
areas

pending

a

final

settlement on the boundary
question, and to maintain
status quo on the boundary as
before March 1959. The agreements also state that the two sides will refrain from taking unilateral action,
or use of force, to change the status quo of the boundary.
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India supporting Bhutan's stand asked China to halt

China has used an 1890 treaty between

all construction work. Chinese troops instead told India

Chinese Qing dynasty of British colonial

to remove two bunkers that were set up in 2012 at Lalten

leaders of India to justify its claim over

in the Dokolam region. On June 6 night the Indian

Doklam. The treaty was formalised between

bunkers were destroyed by Chinese Bulldozers. A

Britain and Chinese kingdom. Ironically, it is

standoff ensued with troop buildup by both the Peoples'

being used by China to alter its boundary

Liberation Army and Indian Army. Conditions still

with Bhutan, which was not a signatory to

remain the same with tension mounting. While the two

the 127-year-old treaty. Tibet also did not

armies are on eyeball to eyeball contact, China has

sign the treaty. Britain officially negotiated

resorted to sabre-rattling.

on behalf of both India and the kingdom of

Rejecting Bhutan's claims, China has stated that the

Sikkim.

Dokolam area has always been a traditional pasture for

China has used 1890 treaty to justify its

Chinese cattle grazers over which it has always exercised

claim on Doklam tri-boundary referring to

complete control.

specifically mentioned Gipmochi which is

The Dragon has preferred to play the Sikkim and

same as Gyemochen. China says that

Bhutan card to mount pressure on India. The Chinese

Gyemochen is an established tri-boundary

official media has given a call for Sikkim's independence

under the Sikkim-Tibet Convention.

and separation from India. The state-controlled media

But, Bhutan and India don't agree.

has asked Chinese citizens to spark pro-independence

Bhutan was the first to lodge protest against

movements in Sikkim thereby reversing India's "brutal"

Chinese construction activities in Doklam

annexation of the state.

tri-boundary area. It objected to road

Sikkim was an independent kingdom until it merged
with India in 1975 following a decisive referendum.

construction by China saying that Doklam
belonged to China.

Interestingly China also recognizes Sikkim as an Indian

India, under its security arrangement with

state since 2003. The Chinese media has further

Bhutan stopped Chinese advance in the area

suggested that China should build up a global consensus

and asked last month the People's Liberation

for the abolition of unfair treaties of sovereignty and

Army of China to hold construction of road

defense that India has allegedly forced Bhutan to sign.

there.

The state of Sikkim borders China in the north and
east; Bhutan in the east; Nepal in the west and the state of West Bengal in the South. It shares a 220 km
border with China; 32 km border with Bhutan. The region is also in close proximity to the Chicken neck.
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Nathu La pass
 Nathu La is a mountain pass in the Himalayas.
 It connects the Indian state of Sikkim with China’s Tibet Autonomous Region.
 The pass forms a part of an offshoot of the ancient Silk Road.
 On the Indian side, the pass is
54 km east of Gangtok, the
capital of Sikkim. Only citizens
of India can visit the pass, and
then only after obtaining a
permit in Gangtok.
 Nathu La is one of the three
open

trading

border

posts

between China and India; the
others are Shipkila in Himachal
Pradesh

and

Lipulekh

(or

Lipulech) at the trisection point
of Uttarakhand–India, Nepal
and China.
 Sealed by India after the 1962
Sino-Indian War, Nathu La was
re-opened in 2006 following
numerous

bilateral

trade

of

pass

agreements.
 The

opening

the

shortens the travel distance to
important Hindu and Buddhist
pilgrimage sites in the region
and was expected to bolster the
economy of the region by
playing a key role in the growing
Sino- Indian trade. However, trade is limited to specific types of goods and to specific days of the week.
 It is also one of the four officially agreed BPM (Border Personnel Meeting) points between the Indian
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Army and People’s Liberation Army of China for regular consultations and interactions between the
two armies, which helps in defusing stand-offs.
The four BPM are:
1. Chushul in Ladakh,
2. Nathu La in Sikkim,
3. Bum La Pass in Tawang district of Arunachal Pradesh, and
4. Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand.
China’s hidden objectives
 The area of scuffle is close to Indian chicken neck region i.e.Siliguri corridor and therefore is
strategically very important and China knows India would never compromise with its security.
 As a result, tensions in so far settled zone can be used as a tool to compel India to agree to Chinese
One Belt One Road (OBOR) project.\
 OBOR is aimed at strengthening multiple foreign policy goals, including positioning China as a regional
hegemon in Asia by stamping out any potential balancing efforts by countries like India and Japan.
OBOR summit was recently held in May and India had boycotted it. Without India’s support success of
OBOR can’t be assured.
 Within the larger regional picture, after having made inroads into Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar
and Bangladesh, China has now targeted Bhutan which appeared to be the last man standing in the
immediate neighbourhood of India.
 China has been making into countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka, that has set off
alarm bells in India. The nature of Chinese investments in these countries has put a big question mark
over the underlying intentions of Chinese designs in the region. The development of the Gwadar port
in Pakistan, Hambantota port in Sri Lanka and Kyaukpyu port in Myanmar are interesting cases in
point.
 Bhutan, on the other hand, remains the only country unaffected by the Chinese designs in the region
and the recent conflict over Doka La was aimed at changing this status quo. By creating trouble on
Bhutan’s borders, China has attempted to undermine India’s support for its immediate neighbours. Had
India backed out of the situation, the move would have underlined the futility of India’s might, put a
question mark over its status as a reliable partner and opened a door for the establishment of bilateral
relations between Bhutan and China, thus completing the containment of India in its neighbourhood.
Bhutan - Angle
The 1949 Friendship Treaty (updated in 2007) guides the contemporary Indo-Bhutan relationship
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and aims to ensure India’s non-interference in Bhutan’s internal affairs. Article 2 of the 1949 version,
however, entrusted India with the power to guide Bhutan’s foreign policy. But Article 2 of the 2007
version freed Bhutan from seeking India’s guidance on foreign policy and obtaining permission over arms
imports, among other things. The article now only says that India and Bhutan “shall cooperate closely with
each other on issues relating to their national interests. Neither government shall allow the use of its
territory for activities harmful to the national security and interest of the other.”
Even before the revised treaty, Bhutan’s UN membership in 1971 had fundamentally impaired the
sacredness of the old Article 2. Bhutan is an independent country. It raised its diplomatic representation in
New Delhi to the full ambassadorial level in 1971.
Notwithstanding all the geopolitical pulls and pressures, Bhutan has steadfastly stood behind India
as its most reliable ally. But the impression among the Bhutanese now is that India has been coming in the
way of Bhutan reaffirming its status as an independent state, especially in the foreign policy arena.
People in Bhutan think that India has for too long prevented their country from normalising
diplomatic ties and negotiating a border settlement with China. India, on its part, fears that any boundary
deal will not only impact Indian security but also impinge on its own negotiating position with China on
the boundary issue. From Bhutan’s perspective, India’s position is adversely impacting its ties with China.
This is the main issue that is leading to complexities and confusion, including the standoff at Doklam.
However, it appears that this is not the first time the Chinese have intervened and built roads not
only in disputed territory, but also inside Bhutan.
Bhutan’s shares a 470-km-long border with China and according to some reports, over 25% of this
border remained disputed for decades. China wanted Bhutan to cede a 269-square-km area in west Bhutan,
including Dramana, Shakhatoe and Sinchulung, in exchange for which it had offered to give Bhutan a 495square-km area in Pasamlung and Jakarlung.
In the Doklam plateau in the west, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is known to have
made frequent intrusions since the mid-1960s. Talks with China began in 1972, but since 1984,
negotiations became bilateral without India’s participation. The two countries managed to sign an
Agreement on Maintenance of Peace and Tranquillity in the Bhutan-China Border Areas in 1998. Thus
far, 24 rounds of discussion have taken place under the agreement. The last round was held in August
2016 in Beijing between Chinese vice foreign minister Liu Zhenmin and Bhutanese foreign minister
Lyonpo Damcho Dorji. However, the Chinese have recently claimed that Bhutan and China have a basic
consensus on the functional conditions and demarcation of their border region.
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At the heart of the
issue is the lingering suspicion
in India about the possibility
of Bhutan ceding the Doklam
plateau – located on the
strategic

tri-junction

of

Bhutan, the Chumbi Valley in
China and the state of Sikkim
in India. The area is extremely
critical to India’s security as it
overlooks the Siliguri corridor.
China, on the other hand, has
held a tough position on
Doklam

and

has

been

upgrading infrastructure networks, including roads in nearby areas, on the lines that it has built in Aksai
Chin.
Until recently, as per the treaty obligation, Bhutan has kept India’s interest in mind and evaded a
settlement with China. The general approach has been that the country could neither bargain nor impose
its will on the matter, and therefore would go along with India and China’s mutual understanding.
Through this conflict, Bhutan has appeared to want to settle the Doklam issue once and for all,
and thereafter maintain friendly and equidistant ties with both India and China.
Road ahead
Any assertiveness by anyone or any attempt to change status quo will not improve relations, which is not
good for long term goals of both countries. To resolve the current faceoff the following steps are
recommended: The diplomatic interactions should start immediately setting aside hard stands and rhetoric’s.
 The construction of road by Chinese should stop immediately, honoring sovereignty of Bhutan and
Trilateral agreements.
 Once status quo is achieved, military of both sides should pull back to pre standoff positions. The
sequence can be worked out by the diplomats.
 Mansarovar Yatra can be resumed thereafter.
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SOCIOLOGY
Sociology is a very popular subject among Civil service aspirants. Over the years it has gained so much popularity
due to the following factors:

Compact Syllabus



Only limited books to study



Easy to grasp



Can be prepared within a short span of time say 2-3 months



Even candidates with Science or Engineering background can study the subject easily



Once conceptual clarity is achieved it is easy to tackle the questions with common sense and logic

Notwithstanding such features the strategical focus on the subject and approach towards concepts is very vital to
gain mastery over the subject.

Advantages of taking Sociology as an Optional paper


Easy to prepare within 2 to 3 months with our well prepared and strategy based notes.



It is very much GS-Friendly. Many questions (related to social issues and Socio Political challenges) in GSmains are essentially related to the optional subject



It is very much ESSAY-Friendly. Almost every year If not two at least one topic will be based on Socio
Political issues. An Essay written by political science student will have an edge over the essay written by other
candidates with respect to the topic on Socio Political issues. If you are the optional subject is political science
then it would be most advantages to write better essay then other students and you can create a margin for
yourself.



No need to mug up things. Once if you understand the concepts, even with a basic logic and common sense
approach you can handle the questions very easily.



It moulds your socio-political approach towards the society.



Thus it helps in multitasking and there by better time management.



Many questions in interview will be based on Socio economic perspectives and Socio Political issues.

How to study Sociology?.
Firstly be through with sociology paper - 1 of mains which form the fundamentals of sociology. It will only
take 2 months to do so with our strategy based notes. The reason why we emphasize this is that at least 45% of
questions will be based on sociology concepts and thinkers. Once you do this your half of the work load is over. Then
focus on Indian society. You can cover the same in about one and a half month.
Once your preparation of mains portion is over, you your 70 percentage of work load is over. Your next step
should be focused on practicing the practice set of questions and memorizing key jargons related to concepts and
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Raja Sir’s Cracking IAS Academy,
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thinkers, Definition of important sociological terms etc. Try to solve as many objective questions as possible. Having
done the above, be relaxed but focused and stop over stressing yourself.
Irrespective of the amount of hard work and efforts you had to put so far, you ultimate success depends upon
how well you perform in examination hall. Because when you are inside the examination hall, you are most likely to
get psychological stress. With the stress, you are most likely to get confused or forget even the best known simple
concepts and facts. Hence work smartly when you are inside the examination hall. Don’t get stressed.
Paper 1 and 2 (In Sociology preparation for paper 1 and Paper 2 should go together simultaneously side by
side).


Firstly study- Sociological thinkers – Western + Indian



Secondly study the following

Pradeep Kumar, (2010
Batch) IAS, TN Cadre. –
Our Sociology Student

 Emergence of Sociology
 Positivism, Sociology as science
 Indian village studies
 Social mobility and stratification

Mithun Ratnakar, (2016 Batch) – Our
Sociology Student

 Caste system
 Politics and Society + Indian politics
 Religion and Society + Problem of religious minorities
 Social change
 Visions of social change in India
 Indian social structure


Thirdly focus on other areas



Last but not the least update with current affairs related to Social Issues.
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1. ECONOMY
1.1

Bitcoin trade may come under SEBI
The government is considering the introduction of a regulatory regime for virtual or crypto
currencies, such as Bitcoin, that would enable the levy of the Goods and Services Tax on their sale.
 The new regime may possibly bring their trading under the oversight of the stock market
regulator, Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).
 The idea is to treat such currency in a manner similar to gold sold digitally, so that it can be
traded on registered exchanges.
 It was also suggested that government maintain limited regulation. This means reiterating
that crypto currencies are not recognised and those who deal in them do so at their own risk,
while focusing on curbing illegal activities.
Benefits of regulation:
 The regulation of such currency will ―promote‖ a formal tax base, while keeping a tab on
their use for illegal activities such as money laundering, terror funding and drug trafficking.
What are cryptocurrencies?
 Crypto-currency is a digital currency that allows transacting parties to remain anonymous
while confirming the transaction is valid.
 It is not owned or controlled by any institution – governments or private.
 There are multiple such currencies — Bitcoin, Ethereum and Ripple are some of the popular
ones.
 Crypto-currency can be used for a lot of legal activities — such as booking tickets, buying
coffee or fast food, depending of which retailers accept such currency.
Why their regulation is needed?
Currently, they are neither illegal nor legal in India.
 Bitcoins were in the news recently when during the two global cyber ransomware attacks —
WannaCry and Petya — attackers sought about $300 in bitcoin as ransom.
 The market cap for all crypto-currencies has just crossed $100 billion, with most of the
increase coming in the past few months.
 On April 1, 2017, the total market cap was just over $25 billion, representing a 300% rise in
just over 60 days. One bitcoin today is worth as much as 60 grams of gold.
Why their ban is not good idea?
 Banning such currencies will give a clear message that all related activities are illegal and will
disincetivise those interested in taking speculative risks.
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It will also impede tax collection on gains made in such activities and that regulating the
currency instead would signal a boost to blockchain technology, encourage the development
of a supervision ecosystem (that tracks legal activities and may also assist in tracking illegal
activities) and promote a formal tax base.
Government‘s concerns:


However, the government is wary that regulation will provide legitimacy to ―what is currently
ambiguous,‖ and may lead to further rise in its valuation and end up contributing ―to the investment bubble‖.

1.2
India to join new global foreign exchange committee
India will soon join Global Foreign Exchange Committee (GFXC), a newly-constituted forum of
central bankers and experts working towards promotion of a robust and transparent foreign
exchange (Forex) market.
GFXC
 The Global Foreign Exchange Committee (GFXC) was established in May 2017 as a forum
bringing together central banks and private sector participants.


It was established with the aim to promote a robust, liquid, open, and appropriately transparent
FX market in which a diverse set of participants, supported by resilient infrastructure, are able to
confidently and effectively transact at competitive prices that reflect available information and in
a manner that conforms to acceptable standards of behavior.

 The committee has been set up under guidance of the Bank for International Settlements
(BIS), an international financial organization.
 The newly expanded and formalized GFXC, replaces a similar but more informal organization of
eight FXCs from Australia, Euro area, Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, UK and US.
 It will now also include representatives from existing, or soon to be established FXCs or similar
structures in China, India, Brazil, Korea, Mexico, South Africa, Sweden and Switzerland.
The objectives of the GFXC are:
 To promote collaboration and communication among the local foreign exchange committees
(FXCs) and non-GFXC jurisdictions with significant FX markets;
 To exchange views on trends and developments in global FX markets, including on the structure
and functioning of those markets, drawing on information gathered at the various FXCs; and
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 To promote, maintain and update on a regular basis the FX Global Code (the Code) and to
consider good practices regarding effective mechanisms to support adherence. is provided by the
master‘s Fashen, so one needn‘t fear harm from malevolent entities.
1.3

Aaykar Setu

 The Union Finance Ministry has launched Aaykar Setu, a new tax payer service module.
 The new e-initiative literally means taxpayer‘s bridge and will be available in android phones.
 This e-initiative aims provide better taxpayer services and also help in reducing the direct physical
interface between assesses and tax assessing authorities.
 It will also help people link their 12-digit biometric identifier Aadhaar with PAN card.
1.4

―Programme 17 for 17‖

 It is a 17-point action plan for 2017 – for building digital campuses and high quality education.
 The action plan covers measures like universal adoption of digital education, digital financial
transactions in the campuses from the current academic year.
1.5

RBI considering setting up a Public Credit Registry

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) may consider setting up a Public Credit Registry (PCR), which
will be an extensive database of credit information for India that is accessible to all stakeholders.
What is Public Credit Registry (PCR)?
 Generally, a PCR is managed by a public authority like the central bank or the banking supervisor,
and reporting of loan details to the PCR by lenders and/or borrowers is mandated by law.
 The contractual terms and outcomes covered and the threshold above which the contracts are to
be reported vary in different jurisdictions, but the idea is to capture all relevant information in
one large database on the borrower, in particular, the borrower‘s entire set of borrowing contracts
and outcomes.
Why might such data help?
 A PCR, if put in place will help in credit assessment and pricing by banks; risk-based, dynamic
and countercyclical provisioning at banks; supervision and early intervention by regulators;
understanding if transmission of monetary policy is working.
How the data can help in India?
Firstly,
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 It is required to improve the credit culture in our country.
 It has been demonstrated in the ‗Doing Business 2017‘ report that credit information systems
impart transparency in the credit market, following which access to credit improves and
delinquencies decrease.
 At present, several Indian banks burdened with mounting NPAs appear less confident in taking
credit decisions.
 A transparent public credit registry would help the bankers to rely on objective data for making
credit decisions and also enable them to defend their actions with market evidence when
subjected to scrutiny.
Secondly,
 Large borrowers get a preference in credit markets due to their existing credentials in the public
space. They have established credit history, brand value, and supply of collateral.
 In contrast, small and marginal aspirants, start-ups, new entrepreneurs, and small businesses in
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME) sector are disadvantaged as they lack many of
those desired qualifications for credit.
 Transparency of credit information would serve as a ―reputational collateral‖ for such borrowers.
This would not only help promote financial inclusion, but also reward the good borrowers
thereby imparting credit discipline.
Thirdly,
 Public credit registers in many countries have gone beyond the credit relationship of borrowing
entities with financial institutions.
 They tap other transactional data of borrowers including payments to utilities like power and
telecom for retail customers and trade credit data for businesses.
Finally,
 Public credit registry can have a profound impact for regulatory purposes. In its absence, only
fragmented images are available of credit behavior and indebtedness.
 PCR will help in getting to a complete picture that is necessary for supervisors and policy makers
to assess credit risk of the entire system.
1.6
SEBI to move against non-compliant firms
 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has initiated action against non-compliant
―Exclusively Listed Companies (ELCs) on Dissemination Board (DB),‖ and its directors and
promoters.
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What are the non- compliant firms?
 These are companies which were earlier listed on regional stock exchanges (RSEs) that have been
de-recognised by the regulator.
 Such companies were allowed to be part of the national exchanges through a dissemination board
but were directed to submit a plan of action for listing or providing an exit option to
shareholders.
Why in news?
 These firms were supposed to submit their plan of action. The deadline to submit the plan of
action was extended until June 30.
 As per SEBI, of the 2,000 companies listed on dissemination board as on June 30, there are 536
entities that are traceable and yet not submitted a plan of action.
SEBI‘s powers to punish non- compliant firms:
 SEBI can bar such promoters and companies from accessing the securities market for a period of
10 years apart from freezing the shares held by promoters and directors.
 The regulator can even attach the bank accounts and other assets of promoters and directors to
compensate the investors.
1.7

Scheme for IPR Awareness – Creative India; Innovative India

 Taking forward the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy 2016, a ‗Scheme for IPR
Awareness – Creative India; Innovative India‘ has been launched by Cell for IPR Promotion and
Management (CIPAM) under the aegis of the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion.
Key facts
 The Scheme aims at raising IPR awareness amongst students, youth, authors, artists, budding
inventors and professionals to inspire them to create, innovate and protect their creations and
inventions across India including Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3 cities as well as rural areas in the next 3
years.
 The Scheme will conduct over 4000 IPR awareness workshops/seminars in academic institutions
(schools and colleges) and the industry, including MSMEs and Startups, as also IP training and
sensitization programmes for enforcement agencies and the judiciary.
 Workshops will cover all vital IP topics including international filing procedures, promotion of
Geographical Indications and highlighting the ill effects of piracy and counterfeiting.
CIPAM
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 The Cell for IPR Promotion and Management (CIPAM) is nodal agency under the aegis of the
Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce & Industry.
 It is working to ensure effective implementation of the National IPR Policy 2016.
 It has undertaken several measures to strengthen the IP ecosystem in the country.
1.8

Integration of oil & gas majors is best avoided

 In his fourth budget speech, Finance minister Arun Jaitley revisited the idea of an integrated oil
and gas sector.
 The idea first made its appearance during Atal Bihari Vajpayee‘s government in 1998. The
proposal was then rejected for encouraging a monopolistic scenario in distribution of essential
goods like LPG, petrol, kerosene etc.
 In 2005, the Krishnamurthy committee formed by the UPA government debunked the idea as it
would reduce competition and manpower in the oil and gas sector.
5 major reasons
 Better capacity to bear higher risks,
 Avail economies of scale,
 Create more shareholder value,
 Make better investment decisions and
 Be more competent globally.
Why integrated oil major is not suitable for India?
 Indian firms are much smaller in size compared with top international oil companies. The
Government‘s track record of consolidating state-run firms has not borne good results. For
example, the aviation sector suffered a major setback following the merger of Air India and India
Airlines in 2007 and has not yet fully recovered.
 In oil and gas, minimum political interference and liberalisation have proven better in creating
more shareholder value compared with integration.
 With oil firms facing such allegations and inefficiencies, giving complete autonomy to one entity
can risk the nation‘s energy security.
 Another concern is employment generation. The graph shows that the sector has seen a
continuous decline in manpower since FY11. The Krishnamurthy Committee had earlier deduced
that such integration will result in manpower reduction. At a time when the government is
struggling with job creation, it will be difficult to justify job losses due to restructuring.
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Way ahead
 Any decision that creates a monopoly in the oil and gas sector must be carefully thought through.
An important question here is whether a bigger oil company will help reform the sector. Or, will it
create new problems for the Indian people at large?.
1.9

BharatNet deadline pushed to March 2019

 The Union Cabinet has approved the second phase of the BharatNet project that forms the
backbone for the government‘s Digital India initiative.
 It also more than doubled the project‘s budget and pushed back the deadline to March 2019.
Why extension?
 The Centre is still working on completing the first phase of the BharatNet project for which the
deadline was March 2017. It had been able to lay optical fibre in nearly one-lakh GPs, however,
only about 22,000 GPs have been provided Internet connectivity due to equipment procurement
issues.
 The second phase aims at covering the remaining 1.50 lakh GPS.
What is BharatNet?
 BharatNet is Centre‘s rural internet connectivity programme which is implemented by Bharat
Broadband Network Limited (BBNL).
 It is world‘s largest rural broadband connectivity programme using Optical fibre.
 Bharat Net seeks to connect all of India‘s households, particularly the rural areas, through
demand, affordable broadband connectivity of 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps to realise the vision of Digital
India.
 The project is being funded by Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF).
 The three-phase implementation under the BharatNet project is:
1. Under the first phase, one lakh gram panchayats would be provided connectivity by laying
underground optic fibre cable (OFC) lines by March 2017.
2. Under the second phase, connectivity will be provided to all 2, 50, 500 gram panchayats in
the country. It is to be completed by December 2018 (now extended to March 2019).
3. Under the third phase from 2018 to 2023, state-of-the-art, future-proof network, including
fiber between districts and blocks would be created.
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF)
 USOF was formed by the Central Government to help fund projects to boost connectivity in
rural areas.
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 The money for this fund comes through a ‗Universal Access Levy,‘ charged from the telecom
operators as a percentage of various licenses fees being paid by them.
1.10

First meeting of Integrated Monitoring and Advisory Council (IMAC)

 The first meeting of the newly formed Integrated Monitoring and Advisory Council (IMAC) was
held in New Delhi.
 It was chaired by Union Minister of State (I/C) for Petroleum and Natural Gas Dharmendra
Pradhan.
 IMAC is an inter-ministry monitoring and advisory body for policy formulation and
implementation of ‗Roadmap to achieve target of 10% reduction in import dependency in oil and
gas by 2021-22.
 IMAC was envisaged to facilitate better coordination and comprehensive strategy for all
energy resources by focusing on supply and demand side management.
 IMAC is consisted of Secretary, Petroleum & Natural Gas and other Senior Officers from various
Ministries such as Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Urban Development, Road and
Transport, Agriculture, Power/Bureau of Energy Efficiency, Rural Development, Finance,
Petroleum Planning Analysis Cell, PCRA, DGH etc.
1.11

Government mulls insurance cover for digital transaction frauds

 The government is ―very seriously‖ considering the recommendations of the Chandrababu Naidu
committee on digital payment security, including insurance cover for the victims of fraudulent
digital transactions.
 The Committee of Chief Ministers on Digital Payment, chaired by Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh N. Chandrababu Naidu, has in its interim report suggested several measures for digital
payment security.
Important recommendations
 The Committee suggested several measures for digital payment security, including an insurance
scheme to cover losses incurred in digital transactions on account of fraud, etc.
 The report suggests that in order to address the apprehension of the general public in adopting
digital payments, the scheme should target low-ticket transactions to cover the vulnerable
sections like small merchants, farmers etc.
Why we need digital security?
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 The number of digital transactions in the country was rising and hence the concern for their
security. However, the number of fraudulent digital transactions in comparison to the total
number of digital transactions was negligible.
 As per data, around 1,200 crore digital transactions take place annually in the country. Of these,
between 0.005% and 0.007% are fraudulent transactions.
 The number of cases of frauds involving credit cards, ATM/debit cards and Internet banking
during 2015-16 was 16,468 and in 2016-17 it was 13,653.
 As per incidents reported to the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In), 40
phishing incidents affecting 19 financial organisations and 10 incidents affecting ATMs, Point of
Sale (POS) systems and Unified Payment Interface (UPI) have been reported during November
2016 to June 2017.
1.12

5th Global Conference on Cyber Space (GCCS)

 India will be hosting the 5th Global Conference on Cyber Space (GCCS) in 2017, one of the
world‘s largest conference on Cyber Space and related issues.
 The GCCS is taking place outside OECD nations for the first time.
 It is being held in India for the first time.
 The theme for the GCCS 2017 is ‗Cyber4All: An Inclusive, Sustainable, Developmental,
Safe and Secure Cyberspace‘.
Global Conference on Cyber Space (GCCS)
 The GCCS is a prestigious international conference that aims at encouraging dialogue among
stakeholders of cyberspace.
 It was incepted in 2011 in London.
 It brings together governments, private sector and civil society gathers to discuss and promote
practical cooperation in cyberspace, to discuss norms for responsible behaviour in cyberspace and
to enhance cyber capacity building.
 The conference is built on the themes such as economic growth and development, social and
cultural benefits, a safe and secure cyberspace, cybercrime and international security.
 It has helped in setting up rules and guidelines for the editions to follow.
 During the fourth edition of the conference held in The Hague, Netherlands, Global Forum on
Cyber Expertise (GFCE) for capacity building in cyber space was launched.
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MPC members to get Rs. 1.5 lakh per meet, must disclose assets

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently notified the Monetary Policy Committee and Monetary
Policy Process Regulations, 2016.
Highlights of the regulations
 Members of the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) will be paid Rs. 1.5 lakh per meeting along
with air travel and other reimbursements.
 Members will have to observe a ―silent period‖ of seven days before and after the rate decision
for ―utmost confidentiality‖.
 Members are also required to be mindful of any conflict between their personal and public
interest while interacting with profit making organisations and making personal financial
transactions.
 Each member of the MPC has one vote and in case the numbers are equal, the governor has the
casting vote.
 The MPC, which has the responsibility of achieving a set inflation target, should submit a report
to the government in case of failure to achieve the required target. In such instances, the report
shall be sent to the central government ―within one month from the date on which the bank has
failed to meet the inflation target‖.
 All members need to disclose their assets and liabilities and update this information once every
year.
 MPC has to hold meetings at least four times in a year. The schedule of the MPC meetings for
the entire fiscal year needs to be announced in advance.
 At least 15 days of notice is required for convening a meeting ordinarily, but an emergency
meeting can be called with 24 hours‘ notice for each member and technology-enabled
arrangements need to be made for even shorter notice period meetings.
 After conclusion of MPC meeting, a resolution needs to be made public including on the policy
repo rate and any other monetary policy measures at the discretion of the Chairperson while
keeping in view the functioning and timing of financial markets.
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
 The idea of setting up an MPC was mooted by an RBI-appointed committee led by deputy
governor Urjit Patel in February 2014.
Composition
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 The committee will have six members, with three members from RBI, including the Governor,
who will be the ex-officio chairperson, a Deputy Governor and one officer of the central bank.
 The other three members will be appointed by the Centre on the recommendations of a searchcum-selection committee under Cabinet Secretary with RBI Governor and Economic Affairs
Secretary.
 These three members of MPC will be experts in the field of economics or banking or finance or
monetary policy and will be appointed for a period of four years and shall not be eligible for reappointment.
 The RBI Governor will chair the committee. The governor, however, will not enjoy a veto power

to overrule the other panel members, but will have a casting vote in case of a tie.
Functions
 The committee will be tasked with bringing value and transparency to monetary policy decisions
 The monetary policy committee framework will replace the current system where the RBI
governor and his internal team have complete control over monetary policy decisions. While a
technical advisory committee advises the RBI on monetary policy decisions, the central bank is
under no obligation to accept its recommendations.
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 With the introduction of the monetary policy committee, the RBI will follow a system similar to
the one followed by most global central banks.
 The Committee is to meet four times a year and make public its decisions following each meeting.
1.14

Govt considering new agency to keep check on chartered accountants

 The government is planning to set up the National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) to
keep a check in the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) considering its perceived
failures in enforcing discipline.
Need for the new agency
 ICAI‘s disciplinary record is often criticised-a charge that the institute is now trying to cope with.
 Corporate balance sheets cannot be trusted, because sometimes, CAs will put their signature on
any fiction for a price.
 Not just this, helping businesses evade taxes is the main service many of them offer.
 Only 25 auditors had faced any action in over a decade even as 1,400 cases were pending.
Background
 While Companies Act 2013 had provided for NFRA as a regulatory agency for audit, accounts
and financial reporting, Section 132 of the law has remained on paper as the rules are yet to be
notified. It is one of the few sections of the law that has not been notified yet.
NFRA
 The NFRA, which could have up to 15 members including the Chairman, will now take charge
from ICAI, which so far prepared the accounting standards in consultation with the National
Advisory Committee on Accounting Standards (NACAS).
 NFRA will become the authority responsible to look into matters of professional or related
misconduct, and suspend CAs and firms from practise for six months to even up to 10 years.
Why it is opposed?
 It‘s been years since CAs have been opposing a regulator proposed in the Companies Act, 2013,
fearing the body would encroach on its own ground.
 There are some apprehensions that several chartered accountants had lobbied with the
government to block the notification as it would have taken away several powers that are
currently vested with ICAI.
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India performs miserably in war on inequality

 India has been ranked 132 out of 152 countries in an index that rates countries by their
commitment to reducing inequality.
 The index and the inequality report were put together by the international NGO Oxfam and
Development Finance International.
 The index measures the efforts of governments that had pledged to reduce inequality as part of
the sustainable development goals.
 The index mainly focused on redistributive actions governments can take, rather than those that
would prevent rising inequality in the first place.
Highlights of the index
 The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries headed by
Sweden ranked the highest while Nigeria was at the bottom.
 The US had the highest level of inequality among developed countries, though it is the wealthiest
country in history.
 Ironically, Bhutan, known for coining the term ‗Gross National Happiness‘, is ranked even lower
than India at 143.
 Nepal (81) and China (87) ranked between 138 and 150. This region is home to the largest chunk
of poor people in the world.
Note on India
 The report noted that government spending on health, education and social protection was
woefully low in India.
 The tax structure looks reasonably progressive on paper, but in practice much of the progressive
tax is not collected.
 India fared poorly on labour rights as well as respect for women in the work place.
 If India were to reduce its inequality by a third, 170 million people could be raised out of poverty.
In contrast, it noted how Namibia had halved the poverty rate from 53% to 23% with very high
spending on health and education.
1.16

Finance Minister releases National Trade Facilitation Action Plan

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley released the National Trade Facilitation Action Plan (NTFAP).
 The NTFAP was considered a major milestone for the global trading system.
NTFAP
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 The NTFAP gives a time bound map, not only for implementing WTO-Trade Facilitation
Agreement (TFA) but also for India‘s initiatives for trade facilitation and ease of doing business
which goes beyond TFA.
 The NTFAP aims to transform cross border clearance ecosystem through efficient, transparent,
risk based, coordinated, digital, seamless and technology driven procedures which are supported
by state-of-the-art sea ports, airports and land borders.
 The action plan lists out specific activities which would be carried out by all regulatory agencies
like Customs, FSSAI, Drug Controller, Plant Quarantine and DGFT in a time-bound manner.
 The action plan not only covers the activities coming under the TFA but they go beyond the
ambit of TFA per se, which have been defined as TFA Plus category.
 It also covers many activities in the areas of infrastructure augmentation, particularly the road and
rail infrastructure leading to ports and the infrastructure within ports, airports, ICDs, land
customs stations that cuts across all stakeholders for which various ministries like shipping, civil
aviation, railways, road transport and highways, home affairs, finance and commerce have been
assigned specified targets.
 All actions covered under the plan have been categorised by prioritising the activities into short,
mid and long term.
Monitoring and review of NTFAP
 The national plan would be monitored by the steering committee (the operational arm of the
National Committee on Trade Facilitation) chaired by the revenue secretary and the commerce
secretary.
 The plan would be reviewed by the cabinet secretary.
 Earlier, under Article 23.2 of the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), a National Committee on
Trade Facilitation (NCTF) headed by the Cabinet Secretary was constituted.
 The NCTF comprises stakeholders from the government and the private sector, including trade
community.
 The NCTF has adopted a 76-point National Trade Facilitation Action Plan (NTFAP) which is a
reflection of the government‘s commitment to implement the TFA.
Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)
 The TFA in Goods is the WTO‘s first-ever multilateral accord that aims to streamline, simplify,
standardise and ease customs procedures and norms for the cross-border movement of goods.
 The TFA in Goods was adopted by the WTO Members in 2014.
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 It was outcome of WTO‘s 9th Bali
(Indonesia) ministerial package of
2013.
 While Trade Facilitation in Services
(TFS) Agreement is the global pact
proposed by India to boost services
trade at the WTO-level.
 The proposed services pact is similar
to the Trade Facilitation Agreement
(TFA) in Goods.
Provisions under TFA:
 The agreement includes provisions
for:
 Lowering
import
tariffs
and
agricultural subsidies: It will make it
easier for developing countries to
trade with the developed world in
global markets.
 Abolish
hard
import
quotas:
Developed countries would abolish
hard import quotas on agricultural
products from the developing world
and instead would only be allowed to
charge tariffs on amount of
agricultural imports exceeding specific
limits.
 Reduction in red tape at international borders: It aims to reduce red-tapism to facilitate trade by
reforming customs bureaucracies and formalities.
1.17

223 anti-dumping probes initiated by India since January 2012

 Between January 2012 and July 14, 2017, India has initiated as many as 223 anti-dumping
investigations against various countries, including China and Indonesia.
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 During the period, maximum number of cases was against China.
 Product categories on which the levy was imposed include chemicals, fibre boards, glass &
glassware, pharmaceuticals and steel.
What is Anti-dumping duty?
 An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist tariff that a domestic government imposes on foreign
imports that it believes are priced below fair market value.
 Countries initiate anti-dumping probes to determine if the domestic industry has been hurt by a
surge in below-cost imports. To counter it they impose duties under the multi-lateral WTO
regime.
 Anti-dumping steps are taken to ensure fair trade and provide a level-playing field to the domestic
industry.
 They are not a measure to restrict imports or cause an unjustified increase in cost of products.
 The use of anti-dumping measure as an instrument of fair competition is permitted by the WTO.
1.18

FSSAI bans stapler pins in tea bags from January 2018

 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) banned the use of stapler pins in tea
bags.
 The decision is effective from 1 January 2018.
Why?
 The FSSAI has deemed the use of stapler pins in tea bag a serious health hazard.
 In its order, FSSAI has stated that the use of stapler pins in tea bags poses potential hazard to
consumers since any loose staple pin consumed inadvertently with tea may cause a serious health
hazard.
Implication of the move
 The move is expected to affect the fast growing packaged tea business in the country.
 At present, there are two types of tea bags available in the market like stapled tea bags and
knotted tea bags. Majority of tea bags being sold in the market use staple pins.
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an agency of the Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare, Government of India.
 The FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 which is a
consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation in India.
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 The FSSAI is led by a non-executive Chairperson, appointed by the Central Government.
 The Chairperson is in the rank of Secretary to Government of India.
 The agency also has 8 regional offices, 4 referral laboratories and 72 local laboratories located
throughout India.
1.19

The Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill 2017 introduced in Lok Sabha

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley introduced in the Lok Sabha the Banking Regulation (Amendment)
Bill, 2017, which empowers the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to resolve stressed assets clogging
the banking system.
What will the new Bill do?
 The Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill 2017 will amend The Banking Regulation Act 1949,
giving the government power to authorise the Reserve Bank of India to issue directions to banks
in order to initiate insolvency resolution in case of a default.
 Under the provisions of the Bill, the government can also authorise the RBI to issue directions to
banks with regard to resolution of stressed assets and allow it to name one or more committees
to provide them with advice in order to do so.
 Before the Bill was introduced in Parliament, the NPA ordinance amended The Banking
Regulation Act 1949 in the same way. Ordinances, however, have to be approved by Parliament
within six weeks of session following the introduction.
 Apart from empowering the RBI in the above-mentioned ways, the Bill will also give RBI the
authority to refer NPA cases to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board.
 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code provides for a time-bound resolution of defaults and
stressed assets, either by restructuring a loan or liquidating the borrower‘s assets.
 The RBI in June identified 12 defaulters all over the country, who accounted for 25 percent of all
bad loans in the banking system and is currently focusing on resolving their cases.
Need for the introduction of this Bill
 Stressed assets in the banking system have reached unacceptably high levels and hence, urgent
measures were required for their speedy resolution.
 Therefore, the government considered it necessary to make provisions in the Banking Regulation
Act, 1949 for authorizing the Reserve Bank of India to issue directions to any banking company
or banking companies to effectively use the provisions of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,
2016 for timely resolution of stressed assets.
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Transfer unclaimed accruals to fund: IRDA

 As per the new direction from Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India
(IRDA), insurance companies can no longer retain unclaimed amounts of policyholders if those
accruals are more than 10 years old.
 Such sums need to be, instead, transferred to the Senior Citizens‘ Welfare Fund (SCWF) of the
Centre.
 The direction from the IRDA has come in the backdrop of the amendment made in April to the
Senior Citizens‘ Welfare Fund Rules.
 The amendment expanded the purview beyond the unclaimed amounts in small savings and other
saving schemes of the Centre, PPF and EPF.
 It brought in unclaimed amount lying with banks, including cooperative banks and RRBs;
dividend accounts, deposits and debentures of companies coming under the Companies Act;
insurance companies and Coal Mines PF.
Senior Citizens Welfare Fund:
 The Centre brought in Senior Citizens‘ Welfare Fund Act, 2015 (SCWF) as part of the Finance
Act, 2015.
 The act mandates transfer of unclaimed amounts of policyholders to the fund (SCWF) after a
period of 10 years.
 The fund will be administered by an Inter-Ministerial Committee, headed by a Chairperson.
 The Committee will be competent to spend money from the fund for satisfying various
objectives.
 The accounts of the fund will be open to audit by CAG, regularly.
 The Central Government will present the annual report and the one furnished by CAG to be laid
before the Parliament.
1.21 India‘s Alternate Governor on the Board of Governors of the Asian Development
Bank (ADB)
 Subhash Chandra Garg, Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), Ministry of Finance,
Government of India has been appointed as India‘s Alternate Governor on the Board of
Governors of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Manila, Philippines.
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
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 The ADB is a regional development bank which aims to promote social and economic
development in Asia.
 It was established on 19 December 1966.
 It is headquartered in Manila, Philippines.
 ADB now has 67 members, of which 48 are from within Asia and the Pacific and 19 outside.
 The bank admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly known as the United Nations Economic Commission for
Asia and the Far East) and non-regional developed countries.
 The ADB has been modelled closely on the World Bank. It has similar weighted voting system
where votes are distributed in proportion with members‘ capital subscriptions.
 The ADB offers both Hard Loans and Soft loans. The ADB offers ―hard‖ loans from ordinary
capital resources (OCR) on commercial terms, and the Asian Development Fund (ADF) affiliated
with the ADB extends ―soft‖ loans from special fund resources with concessional conditions.
Functioning bodies
 The highest policy-making body of the bank is the Board of Governors, composed of one
representative from each member state.
 The Board of Governors, in turn, elect among themselves the twelve members of the Board of
Directors and their deputies.
 Eight of the twelve members come from regional (Asia-Pacific) members while the others come
from non-regional members.
 The Board of Governors also elect the bank‘s president, who is the chairperson of the Board of
Directors and manages ADB. Traditionally, and because Japan is one of the largest shareholders
of the bank, the president has always been Japanese.
 The Alternate Board of Governors are nominated by Board of Governors of ADB‘s 67 to
represent them at the Annual Meeting that meets formally once year to be held in a member
country.
Funding of ABD
 ADB raises funds through bond issues on the world‘s capital markets.
 ADB also rely on its members‘ contributions, retained earnings from its lending operations, and
the repayment of loans.
 Japan holds the largest proportions of shares at 15.67%. The United States holds 15.56%, China
holds 6.47%, India holds 6.36%, and Australia holds 5.81%.
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NMCE and ICEX to merge, creating India‘s third largest commodity exchange

 National Multi-Commodity Exchange (NMCE), India‘s first demutualized
commodities exchange, will merge with Indian Commodity Exchange (ICEX).

multi-

 The proposed merger will create India‘s third largest commodities exchange, offering a range of
contracts including bullion, oil, rubber and other agri-commodities.
 The exchange will also offer the world‘s first diamond futures contract, which has already
received ―in-principle‖ approval from the regulator.
 The largest commodity exchange by volume is the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) followed
by National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX).
 The merger will help ICEX to further strengthen its position in the country‘s fast-growing
commodity derivatives market.
It will result in greater financial strength, the consolidation of clients and members, an enhanced
product basket, and higher operational synergies.
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2. NATIONAL
2.1

Ram Nath Kovind elected as the 14th President of India

 Former governor Ram Nath Kovind was elected as India‘s 14th President.
 He will be only the second Dalit leader after K R Narayanan since Independence to occupy
India‘s highest ceremonial post.
 He won with over 7 lakh votes against Opposition candidate Meira Kumar.
Important FAQs on Presidential Election in India
Who elects the President of India?
 As per the Article 54 of the Constitution of India, the President is elected by an Electoral College,
which consists of the elected members of both Houses of Parliament and the elected members of
the Legislative Assemblies of all the States and also of NCT of Delhi and the Union Territory of
Puducherry.
Who conducts the election to the Office of President of India?
 Under Article 324 of the Constitution of India, the authority to conduct elections to the Office of
President is vested in the Election Commission of India
What electoral system/process is followed for the election to the office of the President?
 As per Article 55(3) of the Constitution of India, the election of the President shall be held in
accordance with the system of proportional representation by means of single transferable vote
and the voting at such election shall be by secret ballot.
What are the Qualifications required by a candidate to contest the election to the Office of
the President of India?
 Under Article 58, a candidate should fulfill the following eligibility conditions to contest the
election to the Office of President: –
1. Must be a citizen of India,
2. Must have completed 35 years of age,
3. Must be eligible to be a member of the Lok Sabha,
4. Should not be holding any office of profit under the Government of India or the
Government of any State or under any local or other authority subject to the control of any
of the said Governments.
 However, the candidate may be holding the office of President or Vice-President or Governor of
any State or Ministers of the Union or any State and shall be eligible to contest election.
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Is it compulsory for an elector at a Presidential election to mark his preference for all
candidates?
 Only the marking of first preference is compulsory for a ballot paper to be valid. Marking other
preferences is optional.
Are the provisions of the Anti-Defection Law applicable in Presidential elections?
 Members of the Electoral College can vote according to their wish and are not bound by any
party whips. The voting is by secret ballot. Therefore, Party whip does not apply in this election.
Are Nominated Members of either Houses of Parliament or a State Legislative Assembly
eligible to vote at the election to the Office of President?
 As per Article 54 of the Constitution, only elected members of both Houses of Parliament and of
the State Legislative Assemblies are members of the Electoral College for Presidential Election.
Therefore, nominated members cannot vote in this election.
Can an elector at a Presidential election exercise his vote by proxy?
 No.
Whether provisions of NOTA are applicable?
 No.
How can an elector who is under preventive detention during the period of Presidential
election cast his vote?
An elector under preventive detention can cast his vote through postal ballot, which will be
sent to him by the Election Commission on the place of his detention.
2.2
Achievements and Initiatives of Ministry of Railways
1. Rail Cloud Project:
 RailCloud is a virtual server with an inbuilt security system that will enable faster connectivity at
a reduced cost. Rail Cloud works on popular Cloud Computing system.
 RailCloud has been developed by rail PSU RailTel as part of Railways strategic IT initiative, IR OneICT.
 It is aimed at optimising server the resources and its management.
 Most Important works are done through Cloud Computing. Cloud Computing is the emerging
technology for faster and on demand commensurate deployment of Server resources which
result in reduced cost.
Potential benefits to Railways after implementation of RailCloud are:
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 Faster and on-demand deployment of application
 Optimum use of Servers and storage
 Utilization of existing infrastructure as part of Cloud
 Rapid scalability and elasticity
 IT Security enhancement and Standardization
 Cost reduction
 Better user experience
2. NIVARAN-Grievance Portal (First IT Application on Rail Cloud)
 ‗NIVARAN-Grievance Portal‘ is the first IT application to be launched on the RailCloud.
 It serves as a platform for resolution of service-related grievances and of serving and former
railway employees.
 The existing application hosted on a conventional server was migrated on RailCloud.
 It will save significant revenue and improve user experience at same time.
3. Cashless Treatment Scheme in Emergency (CTSE) Scheme:
 To provide immediate care to its retired employees in ‗Golden Hour‘ Railway Board has decided
to roll out a ―Cashless treatment Scheme in Emergency‘ (CTSE), in empanelled hospitals, for
retired employees and their dependent family members.
 A web based system of communication between private hospitals and railway authorities has
been developed wherein identity of the beneficiary shall be established using biometrics stored
in Aadhar (UIDAI) server, eligibility shall be determined using Railway Data Base and
emergency shall be verified by Railway Medical Officer based on private hospital‘s clinical
report.
 The whole system is online and even the bill processing shall be online.
 This scheme shall provide help and succour to the retired railway employees at the time of need
and at the same time will have a morale boosting effect on the serving employees.
 The Scheme fulfils both the avowed objectives of the GOI; utilizing IT tools to cut the red-tape
and promoting cashless transactions.
2.3

IRRI South Asia Regional Centre (ISARC) in Varanasi

 The Union Cabinet has approved establishment of International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
set up a regional centre International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), a global rice research
institute.
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 It will be named as IRRI South Asia Regional Centre (ISARC) and will be set up at campus of
National Seed Research and Training Centre (NSRTC) in Varanasi.
 This Centre will be the first of its kind international Centre in the eastern India.
 For setting up of the Centre, a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) will be signed between
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DACFW) and IRRI,
Philippines.
 Under the proposal, a Centre of Excellence in Rice Value Addition (CERVA) will be set up in
Varanasi. This will include a modern and sophisticated laboratory with capacity to determine
quality and status of heavy metals in grain and straw.
 The Centre will also undertake capacity building exercises for stakeholders across the rice value
chain.
Benefits from ISARC:
 The ISARC will help in utilizing the rich biodiversity of India to develop special rice varieties.
 It will help India to achieve higher per hectare yields and improved nutritional contents.
 Further it will help to address India‘s food and nutritional security issues.
 It will play a major role in harnessing and sustaining rice production in the region.
 It is also expected to be a boon for food production and skill development in the eastern India
and similar ecologies in other South Asian and African countries.
 The Centre will support in adopting value chain based production system in the country. Thus,
help to reduce wastage, add value to produce and generate higher income for the farmers.
 The farmers in Eastern India will be main beneficiaries, besides those in South Asian and
African countries.
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
 IRRI is an international agricultural research and training organization with headquarters in Los
Baños, Philippines.
 It was established in 1960 and has offices in 17 countries.
 It is also the largest non-profit agricultural research centre in Asia.
 It aims to reduce poverty and hunger, improve the health of rice farmers and consumers, and
ensure environmental sustainability of rice farming.
 IRRI is known for its work in developing high yielding rice varieties that contributed to the
Green Revolution in the 1960s.
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 It advances its mission through collaborative research, partnerships, and the strengthening of
the national agricultural research and extension systems of the countries IRRI works in.
2.4

Government empowers Army to procure weaponry for short intense wars
The Centre has given Army vice-chief full financial powers to procure critical ammunition and
spares to maintain an optimum level to fight a short intense war.
 The major decision means procurement process of such ammunition and equipment that would
take months would be completed much faster.
 This is the revenue route for in-service equipment and there will be no need to head to the
Defence Acquisition Council (headed by defence minister Arun Jaitley) or the Cabinet Committee
on Security, for procuring such critical equipment. This will ensure that the time taken in
procuring such equipment will reduce tremendously.
 As part of it, the Army has been allowed to procure 46 types of ammunition and spares for 10
different types of weapons systems.
 The Army faces severe shortage in ammunition, mainly for artillery guns, tanks, air defence and
certain infantry weapons, which will make it very difficult to fight a short intense war that lasts
for 10 to 15 days.
 The government has conducted faster procurement in the past when it realised that there were several
voids in the capabilities of the Army, mainly in ammunition.

2.5

Ending India's nuclear dependency

 The Union government on May 17 decided to go indigenous and approved 10 nuclear plants to
be built by the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd (NPCIL).
Nuclear power in India:
 As per the national energy policy, India plans to have 14.5 gigawatt (GW) nuclear capacity
installed by 2024.
 The share of nuclear power in the total energy mix should reach 25 per cent by 2050, as per the
policy.
 At present, the country has installed nuclear power capacity of just 6.78 GW. The 10 proposed
plants will add another 7 GW.
MNCs interested in India‘s nuclear power:
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 India has been in talks with three foreign players—Westinghouse Electric Company, owned
by Toshiba (for setting up of two plants in Mithi Virdi in Gujarat), Areva (for a 1,650 MW
nuclear plant in Jaitapur, Maharashtra), and GE-Hitachi (for setting up of two plants
in Kovvada in Andhra Pradesh).
India‘s nuclear story:
 The country has unsuccessfully spent over 12 years trying to procure nuclear reactors from other
countries.
 July 18, 2005 India-US nuclear understanding unveiled.
 March 7, 2006 India tables a Bill in Parliament to separate its civilian and strategic nuclear power
plants.
 October 10, 2008 India and the US sign the 123 Agreement for peaceful uses of nuclear energy.
 May 20, 2009 Larsen & Toubro signs a memorandum of understanding with GE Hitachi Nuclear
Energy for the construction of nuclear power plants in India.
 August 30, 2010 Parliament passes the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010, which
creates a mechanism for compensating victims from a nuclear incident.
 April 10, 2015 Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd and private company Areva enter into a
Pre-Engineering Agreement for the proposed Jaitapur nuclear power project.
 December 22, 2015 During Prime Minister‘s visit to Russia, he signs a Programme of Action for
Localisation of Manufacturing in India for Russian-designed nuclear power plants
 June 12, 2015 General Insurance Corporation of India, along with other Indian insurance
companies, launches the India Nuclear Insurance Pool with `1,500 crore. It will provide insurance
to cover the liability as prescribed under the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010.
What prompted the government to build new nuclear plants?
 The uncertainty in the global nuclear market prompted the government to build new nuclear
plants.
 A number of companies that were supposed to enter India‘s nuclear sector are under financial
duress. This certainly is a reason behind India‘s decision to move on with its indigenous
technology.
Significance of building 10 nuclear plants:
 Before the Indo-US nuclear deal, Indian power plants were running at 55 to 60 per cent of their
capacity because the country did not have sufficient uranium reserves. Now, India can import
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uranium from Russia, Australia, Canada and Kazakhstan. With all possibilities, the new 10 plants
will use imported fuels.
 The decision to build nuclear power plants is part of India‘s strategy to enter the NSG. The
sudden interest in domestic technology is designed to put some pressure on the international
community in terms of NSG membership—foreign reactors will all be under safeguards but
domestic ones have no such obligation. If the world wants India‘s reactors under the
International Atomic Energy Agency‘s watch, they will have to stop being so dismissive of Indian
concerns.
Scepticism:
 India is gradually realising that importing nuclear reactors is not financially feasible for the
country, especially when other energy sources are getting cheaper by the day.
 A nuclear plant using imported reactors is roughly four times more expensive than all solar power
plant is `8-10 crore. Coal power plants are the cheapest with an installation cost of just `5-6 crore
per MW.
 Logically, the cost of electricity generation is the highest in nuclear plants. The generation cost of
coal power plants using modern technology is around `3.20 per unit. For solar plants, it is 2.60-6
and for nuclear power plant, it is 6.50-9.30 per unit.
 Unlike nuclear plants, solar plants do not have hazardous leftovers.
Conclusion
India‘s diplomatic endeavours in the nuclear realm should be viewed with pride. It is the only country
that does not conform to the non-proliferation treaty and yet has access to civilian nuclear technology from
various countries.

2.6
Rajasthan becomes first State to fix minimum education qualification for cooperative
body poll
 Rajasthan has become the country‘s first State to lay down the minimum educational
qualifications for contesting elections to village cooperative societies and various other
cooperative bodies.
 The State Cooperative Societies Rules, 2003, were amended for the purpose and notified.
 The educational qualifications will range from Class V to Class VIII for election as members of
governing boards of dairy societies, farming societies, consumer societies, weavers‘ societies,
housing construction societies, urban banks, primary land development banks, credit societies,
salary earners‘ societies and cooperative unions.
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 This move will ensure more employment in the field of cooperatives. It will also ensure
competent and talented personnel are selected in a transparent way.
2.7

Ministries of Urban Development, Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation Merged

 The government has merged the ministries of urban development, and housing and urban
poverty alleviation - involved in policy making in urban areas — to form the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
 With this merger, the government now has 51 ministries. In 2004, the number was 42.
 The first government in independent India had just 17 ministries.
 The merger would help ensure cohesiveness in formulating policies related to urban issues and
cut the flab in bureaucracy.
 A panel of secretaries in February this year had recommended the merger of the two ministries to
increase efficiency in governance.
 It had recommended that the ministries of housing and urban poverty alleviation, and urban
development be merged and that the pharmaceuticals and AYUSH ministries be brought under
the health ministry.
2.8

2017 Malabar Exercise

 Navies of India, US and the Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force have begun Malabar naval
exercise 2017.
 It is the 21st edition of the Malabar exercise.
 The primary aim of this multilateral exercise is to increase interoperability amongst the three
navies and develop common understanding of procedures for Maritime Security Operations and
deepen defence relations.
 The exercise consists of both ashore and at-sea activities.
 This year operations of the exercise include anti-submarine warfare, familiarization with interoperability between maritime forces, search and rescue and seizure missions and many other
drills.
 One of the main goals of this edition of the exercise is ―submarine-hunting‖.
 Malabar Exercise began as an Indo-US bilateral naval drill in 1992. Since then it is held annually.
Japan had formally joined the exercise as a permanent participant in 2015.
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 In 2007, the exercise also saw participation of Australia and Singapore. All the participating
nations in the exercise have clarified earlier that the Malabar series is not aimed at any specific
country.
2.9

First Edition of WINGS 2017

 The First edition of WINGS 2017 – ―Sab Uden, Sab Juden‖- Expanding Regional Connectivity
was hosted in New Delhi by the Ministry of Civil Aviation.
 Participants: Around 338 delegates from Government and Civil Aviation sector participated. Key
stakeholders of the Aviation Sector such as States, Tourism Departments and Tour Operators as
a Group representing airline consumers
 Aim: To facilitate interaction with various airlines, airport operators, cargo operators and other
ecosystem players at a common forum.
India‘s Civil Aviation sector
 India is one of the fastest growing aviation markets and currently the ninth largest civil aviation
market in the world.
 It is projected to be the third largest aviation market by 2020.
 The 33 unserved airports are being added for scheduled flights in one year as compared to 75
operational airports during last 70 years.
 The Airport Authority of India (AAI) plans to revive and operationalize around 50 airports in
India over the next 2 years to improve regional and remote air connectivity.
2.10

Ahmedabad gets World Heritage City tag

 The 600-year-old Walled City of Ahmedabad was declared World Heritage City by the World
Heritage Committee (WHC) of UNESCO after it met in Karlow, Poland.
 Earlier, the committee also added Asmara (capital of Eritrea), added Hebron-Al Khalil Old Town
(Palestine) and W-Arly-Pendjari Complex (Benin, Burkina Faso) to the list.
 The Walled City of Ahmedabad will now join the likes of Paris, Cairo, and Edinburgh.
 It is first Indian city get the honour.
 It will be third city from the Indian subcontinent to enjoy this status along with Bhaktapur in
Nepal and Galle in Sri Lanka.
Walled City of Ahmedabad
 The Walled City of Ahmedabad is located on the eastern banks of Sabarmati river.
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 It was founded by Sultan Ahmed Shah I of Gujarat Sultanate in in 1411.
 It presents a rich architectural heritage from the sultanate period, notably the Bhadra citadel, walls
and gates of the Fort city and numerous mosques and tombs, as well as important Hindu and Jain
temples of later periods.
 The city‘s historic characteristics include densely-packed traditional houses (‗pols‘) in gated
traditional streets (‗puras‘) with features such as bird feeders, public wells and religious
institutions.
 The city also holds rare distinction of being one of the oldest trading points in India and also
centres of Indian freedom struggle under Mahatma Gandhi.
World Heritage Cities Programme:
 It is one of six thematic programmes formally approved and monitored by the World Heritage
Committee (WHC) of UNESCO.
 It aims to assist state parties in the challenges of protecting and managing their urban heritage.
 The programme is structured along a two-way process (i) development of a theoretical
framework for urban heritage conservation, and (ii) provision of technical assistance to States
Parties for the implementation of new approaches and schemes.
2.11

Saint Teresa‘s blue-bordered sari an Intellectual Property now

 The famous blue-bordered sari of Mother Teresa, who has been canonised as Saint Teresa of
Calcutta by the Vatican, has been recognised as an Intellectual Property of the Missionaries of
Charity.
 The Trade Marks Registry, Government of India, has granted the registration of the trade mark
for that pattern of blue border of sari.
2.12

First Maize Based Mega Food Park in Kapurthala, Punjab

 The foundation stone for First Maize based Mega Food Park was recently laid in Kapurthala,
Punjab.
Background
 Maize is an amazing cereal and is an alternate to Jhona (paddy) and Kanak (wheat).
 Maize is rich in protein, provides nutritional requirements that India needs and Maize consumes
much lesser water and could contain the problem of further water depletion.
Significance:
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 Maize Based Mega Food Park is the first major and serious step in the history of India for
containing the desertification problem of Punjab and would make farmers turn to maize
cultivation which need less water for more production.
 Kapurthala has been declared as a Dark Zone districtwhere slow desertification is happening
because of overexploitation of water due to cash crops. Establishment of this Mega Food Park
will result in the development of this Dark Zone which includes Job opportunities,
Environmental Conservation.
 Maize is being used by different industries for seed, starch, brewery, food additives, sweeteners
etc and it is also a basic raw material to thousands of industrial products like oil, proteins,
pharmaceutical, cosmetics, beverages, film, textile, gum, value added foods, paper industries, bioethanol etc.
2.13

Modi presents 10 point action agenda to counter terrorism at G20 summit

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi presents 10 point action agenda to counter terrorism at the
12th G20 summit held at the German city of Hamburg.
 The main agenda of the 2-day conference is Theme: ‗Shaping an inter-connected world.‘
 While counter—terrorism and economic reforms dominated the discussions, the Summit also
discussed issues like free and open trade, climate change, migration, sustainable development and
global stability.
PM Modi‘s 10 Point Agenda
 Deterrent action against nations supporting terrorism must be made compulsory, such nations
should be barred from G20
 G20 nations must exchange lists of suspected terrorists and their supporters
 Legal processes such extradition should be simplified and expedited
 Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism should be adopted soon
 UNSC resolutions and other international processes should be effectively implemented
 G20 nations should give emphasis to de-radicalisation programmes and exchange best practices
 Terror financing should be curtailed by means of Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and other
means
 Weapons and Explosive Action Task Force (WEATF) should be constituted on lines of FATF so
that source of weapons to the terrorists is stopped
 G20 nations should cooperate in cyber security, with a focus on terrorist activities
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 National Security Advisors on Counter Terrorism mechanism should be constituted
G20:
 The Group of Twenty (G20) is the premier forum for its members‘ international economic
cooperation and decision-making.
 Its members include Australia, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, India, France, Germany,
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Turkey, South Africa, UK, US
and EU.
 It comprises total 19 countries plus the European Union (EU), representing 85% of global GDP,
80% of international trade, 65% of world‘s population.
 It is deliberating forum for the governments and central bank governors from 20 major
economies on economic issues and other important development challenges.
 It was started in 1999 as a meeting of Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors in the
aftermath of the Southeast Asian (Tiger economies) financial crisis.
 It was established for studying, reviewing, and promoting high-level discussion of policy issues
pertaining to the promotion of international financial stability.
 In 2008, the first G20 Leaders‘ Summit was held in Washington DC, US. The group had played a
key role in responding to the global financial crisis.
2.14

NSG organises first International Aviation Security seminar

 National Security Guard (NSG) has organised the first International Aviation Security seminar,
with the aim of bringing all major stakeholders under one roof and facilitate them sharing
views/opinion, discussions, brain storming with the matters concerning Aviation Security.
NSG
 The National Security Guard (NSG) is an Indian Special Forces unit under the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA).
 It was raised in 1984, following Operation Blue Star and the assassination of Indira Gandhi,
―for combating terrorist activities with a view to protect states against internal disturbances‖.
 NSG is under the authority of Ministry of Home Affairs (India), However it is not categorised
under the uniform nomenclature of Central Armed Police Forces.
 It has a special forces mandate, and its core operational capability is provided by the Special
Action Group (SAG) which is drawn from the Indian Army.
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 The Special Rangers Group (SRG), the police component of NSG, which also handles VIP
security, is composed of personnel on deputation from other Central Armed Police Forces and
State Police Forces.
 The chief of the force designated as a Director General is an officer from the Indian Police
Service.
 The NSG personnel are often referred to in the media as Black Cats because of the black dress
and black cat insignia worn on their uniform.
2.15

Cabinet nod for IWAI bond issue

 The Union Cabinet has given its nod to Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) for raising
₹660 crore in bonds for extra budgetary resources in 2017-18.
 The proceeds from the bonds will be utilised by IWAI for development and maintenance of
National Waterways (NWs) under National Waterways Act, 2016.
 Funds received through issue of bonds will be used exclusively for capital expenditure to improve
infrastructure funding.
Background
 The National Waterways Act, 2016, which came into force in April 2016, merges 5 existing Acts
which have declared the 5 National Waterways and proposes 106 additional National Waterways.
IWAI
 Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) is the statutory body in charge of the waterways in
India.
 Its headquarters is located in Noida, UP.
 Its main function is to build the necessary required infrastructure in these waterways, surveying
the economic feasibility of new projects and also administration and regulation.
2.16

Indian Army signs MoU with DRDO to raise MRSAM defence system regiment

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has signed a pact with the Army
for developing a medium-range surface to air missile (MRSAM) which will be capable of shooting
down ballistic missiles and aircraft.
 The missile will be produced by the DRDO in collaboration with the Israel Aerospace Industries
(IAI).
 The MRSAM is an advanced, all weather, mobile, land-based air defence system.
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 MRSAM is a land-based variant of the long-range surface-to-air missile (LRSAM) or Barak-8
naval air defence system, which is designed to operate from naval vessels.
 The missile will be capable of engaging multiple aerial targets at a range of more than 50 kms.
 The MRSAM system will be capable of shooting down enemy ballistic missiles, aircraft,
helicopters, drones, surveillance aircraft and AWACS (Airborne Warning and Control Systems)
aircraft
 The Army has been pressing the government for the MRSAM to enhance its strike capability.
 MRSAM‘s current version is operational with the Indian Air Force and Navy.
2.17

Government plans ‗I stand by my country‘ campaign

 As part of a twin celebration to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Quit India movement
and the 70th Independence Day, the government hopes to trigger a citizen movement around the
theme ‗I stand by my country‘.
 As part of the programme, the government plans a multimedia campaign that will focus on
inspiring the young generation and instilling in them a sense of pride and responsibility.
 The celebrations will stress that in the next five years — in an era of determination, will and
struggle — a ‗New India‘ will be built which is ―rid of corruption and black money‖ and fulfils
the aspirations of its teeming millions.
 The campaign will also drive home the point that the country has already proved its worth in
every field, be it science and technology, sports, spirituality, art, space exploration, economy and
defence.
 The aim of the campaign, hence is to portray an India which is ―bold and decisive, can secure its
future, is on the path of reforms, and that cares.
Quit India Movement
 The Quit India Movement, also known as the August Movement was a Civil Disobedience
Movement launched by Gandhi for independence.
 The movement was accompanied by a mass protest on non-violent lines, in which Gandhi called
for ―an orderly British withdrawal from India‖.
2.18

Rajnath Singh chairs meeting of Island Development Agency

 Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh chaired the first meeting of the newly constituted Island
Development Agency (IDA).
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 At the meeting, he presented the vision for developing India‘s maritime economy while
preserving the natural eco-system and addressing the security concerns.
IDA
 The IDA was set up on June 1 this year following Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s review
meeting for the development of islands.
 The meetings of the agency are chaired by the Union Home Minister.
 Members of the IDA include cabinet secretary, home secretary, secretary (environment, forests
and climate change), secretary (tourism) and secretary (tribal welfare).
What has been discussed?
 The Concept Development Plans and Detailed Master Plans are being prepared for
identified islands with principles of sustainability, people‘s participation, eco-system preservation
and determination of carrying capacity as the guiding principles. Such an exercise is being taken
up for the first time in the country.
 During the meeting, the progress being made for the formulation of integrated master plans and
other matters concerning the islands development were reviewed.
 It was also decided that Lt. Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands and administrator of
Lakshadweep Islands will be included as members of IDA.
 After detailed consultations with key stakeholders, 10 islands namely Smith, Ross, Aves, Long
and Little Andaman in Andaman & Nicobar and Minicoy, Bangaram, Suheli, Cherium and
Tinnakara in Lakshadweep have been identified for holistic development in the first phase.
 With this meeting, the efforts for holistic development of Islands of India received a major boost.
2.19

Mekedatu: Karnataka replies to CWC

 The Karnataka State government has replied to
clarifications sought by the Central Water Commission
(CWC) on its proposal to build a balancing reservoir
across the Cauvery at Mekedatu at a cost of Rs. 5,912
crore.
 Karnataka intends to build a reservoir across river
Cauvery near Mekedatu in Kanakapura taluk.
 It was first proposed along with Shivanasamudra hydro
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power project at Shimsa in 2003 with an intention to use the water for a hydro power station and
supply drinking water to Bengaluru city.
 The drinking water and hydroelectric project will have a balancing reservoir to store 66.50 tmcft
of Cauvery water.
 The project is estimated to cost 5,912 crore and about 4,900 hectares of forest land will submerge
if the project is implemented.
Controversy
 The contentious project has been opposed by Tamil Nadu on the grounds that it violates the
Cauvery tribunal order. However, Karnataka has said that it aims to utilise excess water after
releasing 192 tmcft to Tamil Nadu.
Central Water Commission
 Central Water Commission is a premier Technical Organization of India in the field of Water
Resources.
 It is presently functioning as an attached office of the Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India.
 The Commission is entrusted with the general responsibilities of initiating, coordinating and
furthering in consultation of the State Governments concerned, schemes for control,
conservation and utilization of water resources throughout the country, for purpose of Flood
 Control, Irrigation, Navigation, Drinking Water Supply and Water Power Development.
It also undertakes the investigations, construction and execution of any such schemes as required.
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3. INDIA AND WORLD
3.1

Cabinet approves SASEC Road Connectivity Investment Program
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister has given its
approval for upgradation and widening of 65 kms of Imphal-Moreh Section of NH-39 in Manipur.
 The project is being developed with ADB‘s loan assistance under the South Asian SubRegional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) Road Connectivity Investment Program.
 The project corridor is also a part of the Asian Highway No. 01 (AH01) and acts as
India‘s Gateway to the East. Thus trade, commerce and tourism in the region will get a
boost.
SASEC Programme:
In 2001, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal formed th
e South Asia Sub-Regional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) programme, which the Maldives and
Sri Lanka joined in 2014.
 Under SASEC programme, these countries have worked together to build power plants,
highways, rail systems and fibre optic networks to expand and improve Internet access.
 It is a project-based partnership to promote regional prosperity by
* Improving cross-border connectivity
* Boosting trade among member countries
* Strengthening regional economic cooperation
 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is the secretariat and lead financier of the
SASEC programme.
SASEC Road Connectivity Investment Program (SRCIP):
SRCIP is a strategic initiative that aims to achieve regional integration among the members
of the SASEC group by improving road connectivity within the North Bengal-North Eastern
Region in India.
3.2

Nod for Bangladesh JIN pact
The Union Cabinet has given its approval for the Joint Interpretative Notes (JIN) on the
agreement between India and Bangladesh for the promotion and protection of investments between
the two countries.
The JIN includes interpretative notes to be jointly adopted for many clauses, including, the
definition of investor and investment, exclusion of taxation measures, Fair and Equitable Treatment
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(FET), National Treatment (NT) and Most Favoured Nation (MFN) treatment, expropriation,
essential security interests and settlement of disputes between an investor and a contracting party.
Significance of the JIN:
 Joint Interpretative Statements play an important supplementary role in strengthening the
investment treaty regime.
 With increasing Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) disputes, issuance of such statements was likely
to have strong persuasive value before tribunals.
 Moreover, such pro-active approach by states also can foster more predictable and coherent
reading of treaty terms by tribunals.
 The JIN would impart clarity to the interpretation of the existing agreement between India and
Bangladesh for the Promotion and Protection of Investments (BIPA).

3.3

India to host 8th Edition of Theatre Olympics

 India will host 8th Edition of Theatre Olympics ‗The Biggest Theatre Celebration of the World‘
from February 17 – April 08, 2018.
 The Theatre Olympics, being held in India for the first time, is being organised by National
School of Drama, under the aegis of Ministry of Culture.
 The Theatre Olympics was established in 1993 in Delphi, Greece, as the first international theatre
festival.
 With the tagline ‗Crossing Millennia‘, this is an initiative to connect the cultural past with the
present and future, bringing the richness and diversity of theatre heritage to the experiments and
research of contemporary theatre.
 The first country to host the Theatre Olympics was Greece in 1995.
 In 2016, the 7th Theatre Olympics were held in Wroclaw, Poland.
3.4

India to celebrate Falun Gong

 Falun Gong, the ancient Chinese holistic system that is banned in China, will be celebrated in
India on July 15 with a parade and Human Word Formation in the capital.
 The event would highlight the persecution against the practitioners in China.
 Falun Gong
 Falun Gong is a Chinese spiritual practice that combines meditation and qigong exercises with a
moral philosophy centered on the tenets of truthfulness, compassion, and forbearance.
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 The practice emphasizes morality and the cultivation of virtue, and identifies as a qigong practice
of the Buddhist school, though its teachings also incorporate elements drawn from Taoist
traditions.
 Through moral rectitude and the practice of meditation, practitioners of Falun Gong aspire to
eliminate attachments, and ultimately to achieve spiritual enlightenment.
 Difference between Falun Gong and Falun Dafa
 These are two names for the same practice. They can be used interchangeably. ―Falun Gong‖
translates as ―Practice of the Law Wheel‖ or ―Law Wheel Qigong,‖ while ―Falun Dafa‖ translates
as ―Great Way of the Law Wheel.‖
 Why is Falun Dafa persecuted in China?
 The complex rationale behind the persecution can be broken into four elements:
 A paranoid dictator‘s fear of Falun Gong‘s meteoric growth and soaring popularity;
 That same dictator‘s intense jealousy of Falun Dafa‘s popularity;
 The inherent conflict between the communist regime‘s savage political ideology and its polar
opposite—Falun Dafa‘s principles of ―Truthfulness, Benevolence, Forbearance‖; and
 The very nature of communism, which to sustain itself requires periodically labeling a small
segment of the population as the ―class enemy‖ to ―struggle‖ against.
 In October 1999, Chinese government declared Falun Gong a ―heretical organization‖ that
threatened social stability.
 Falun Gong is unique in eight ways:
 A Falun is cultivated, rather than an energy elixir.
 The Falun refines the person even when he or she is not doing the practice‘s exercises.
 One‘s primary consciousness is cultivated, such that it is the person him or herself who obtains
Gong energy.
 Both mind and body are cultivated.
 The practice consists of five exercises, which are simple and easy to learn.
 The mind is not used to direct anything, there are no associated risks, and Gong energy increases
quickly.
 Location, time, and direction are not of concern when exercising, nor is how one concludes one‘s
exercise session.
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Vietnam renews Indian Oil Deal

 Vietnam granted Indian oil firm ONGC Videsh a two-year extension to explore oil block 128.
 The concession was first granted to India in 2006 but had been due to expire in mid-June.
 The moves come at a delicate time in Beijing‘s relations with Vietnam, which claims parts of the
sea, and India, which recently sent warships to monitor the Malacca Straits, through which most
of China‘s energy supplies and trade passes.
 Part of that block is in the U-shaped ‗nine-dash line‘ which marks the vast area that China claims
in the sea, a route for more than $5 trillion in trade each year in which the Philippines, Brunei,
Malaysia and Taiwan also have claims.
 The interest in the block was strategic rather than commercial, given that oil development there
was seen as high-risk with only moderate potential.
India-Vietnam relations
 Vietnam has welcomed India to play a bigger role in Southeast Asia and specifically, the South
China Sea.
 Vietnam is following the strategy of seeking many partnerships with big powers while avoiding
formal military alliances.
 India has provided naval patrol boats, satellite cover to monitor Vietnam‘s waters and training for
its submarines and fighter pilots.
 India is providing more military support than it is currently offering to any other South-east Asian
country. Further, under the $500 million defence credit line announced by India last year, India
will transfer naval vessels and missiles to Vietnam.
3.6

India becomes Fourth Largest Foreign Investor into UK

 According to the latest official figures, India has slipped by one spot to become the fourth-largest
foreign investor into the UK.
 The US remains on the top, investing in 577 projects in the UK, with China (including Hong
Kong) remaining in second place with 160 projects.
 India set up 127 new projects in Britain last year and safeguarded 7,645 existing jobs as a result
and created 3,999 new jobs in 2016-17. However, it lost its position as the third largest investor in
the UK to France which set up 131 projects last year.
 India shares the fourth spot with Australia and New Zealand, which also set up 127 projects
collectively.
Call: us: 09884554654

IAS Express – a monthly current affairs booklet

Political Science, Sociology, General Studies, Essay & CSAT

40

430+ Selections in 13 Years
AUGUST 2017

3.7

RajasirIAS.com
CrackingIAS.com

India, Japan civil nuclear deal comes into force

 The India-Japan Agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy was signed
in Tokyo during the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Japan in November, 2016.
Key provision of the pact
 The deal includes the option that Japan can give a year‘s notice before terminating it in case India
breaks the nuclear testing moratorium that it had extended to the Nuclear Suppliers Group in
2008.
Importance of the Pact:
 This agreement is a reflection of the strategic partnership between India and Japan and will pave
the way for enhanced cooperation in energy security and clean energy.
 India is the first non-member of the non-proliferation treaty (NPT) to have signed such a deal
with Japan. The deal will help India access Japan‘s nuclear market.
 It seeks to promote full cooperation between the two countries in the development and uses of
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes on a stable, reliable and predictable basis.
 The deal is essential for bringing a network of nuclear energy cooperation for India, especially
with the U.S. as prominent American nuclear companies are owned by the Japanese nuclear
majors.
 The deal is significant as it will help guarantee Japan‘s continued support to India‘s civil nuclear
programme.
 The deal will bring Japan into the Indian nuclear market where France and Russia have already
have a strong presence.
3.8

India rejects OIC move on vigilantism

 India has strongly rejected the resolutions of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) that
had expressed concern about the recent attacks on people by cow-vigilante groups.
 India has termed the resolutions adopted at the OIC‘s latest foreign ministers‘ meeting as
―factually incorrect‖.
 The OIC noted that incidents of violence against the Muslim community were being committed
by extremist Hindu groups and said it viewed such incidents ―with grave concern‖.
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation:
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 The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) (formerly Organization of the Islamic
Conference) has membership of 57 states spread over four continents.
 Its headquarters are at Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. OIC has permanent delegations to United
Nations and the European Union.
 Its objectives are to raise collective voice of the Muslim world and to ensure the safeguard and
protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and
harmony among various people of the world.
India and OIC
 In this organisation, India is a blocked country, though it has about 12% of the world‘s Muslim
population.
 India has been blocked by Pakistan from joining the OIC over Kashmir issue. OIC regard parts
of Kashmir as ―occupied by India‖.
3.9

How Bhutan is important to India?

 The recent standoff between India and China over Doklam issue has highlighted India‘s special
relationship with Bhutan, which includes military responsibilities towards it.
 China‘s People‘s Liberation Army (PLA) recently attempted to construct a road in the disputed
Doklam region unilaterally. However, Bhutan had strongly opposed this.
Relationship between India and Bhutan
 India- Bhutan friendship treaty 2007 has been guiding the bilateral relations between the two
countries. Under the 2007 India-Bhutan Friendship Treaty, the two sides have agreed to
―cooperate closely with each other on issues relating to their national interests. Neither
Government shall allow the use of its territory for activities harmful to the national security and
interest of the other.‖
 Under the previous treaty, India was to ―guide‖ Bhutan on foreign and defence policies. The
language of the 2007 treaty is meant to respect the sensitivities of Bhutan regarding its
sovereignty. But the reality is that the Indian military is virtually responsible for protecting Bhutan
from the kind of external threat that the Chinese military poses.
 The Eastern Army Command and the Eastern Air Command both have integrated protection of
Bhutan into their role. The Indian Military Training Team (IMTRAT), headed by a Major
General, plays a critical role in training Bhutanese security personnel.
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4. INTERNATIONAL
4.1

U.S. may tighten rules for foreign students

 Foreign students in the United States may be required to reapply every year for permission to stay
in the country, if a proposal under consideration by the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) is implemented.
 The proposal is part of an ongoing review of the immigration policy to ensure that it ―promotes
the national interest, enhances national security and public safety and ensures the integrity of our
immigration system.‖
What are the current regulations?
 Under current regulations, international students can stay in the U.S. as long as they are enrolled
for a programme.
 Students who enter the U.S on F-1 visas are issued an entry document with an end date that
states ―duration of stay‖, which is theoretically open-ended.
 They can stay as long as they have a valid I-20 document, which is issued by the university, with
all details regarding the student‘s programme of study, financing, etc.
 They can also move from one programme to another and from one institution to another, by a
notification to the DHS, based on a new I-20 document that the institution issues.
Implications:
 Foreign students in the United States may be required to reapply every year for permission to stay
in the country. It will make their visa status time-bound.
 The proposed measures could increase costs and paper work for students and universities.
For India:
 Since the proposal requires fees to be paid each time a student reapplies, it could make the U.S. a
less attractive destination for students from India.
Indian students in U.S.
 Indians are the fastest growing group among the international student population in the U.S.
 There are 1,66,000 students from India pursuing higher education in the U.S. now, up from about
1,00,000 two years earlier.
 A large majority of them pursue science, technology, engineering and math courses.
 Around 1.4 million international students are currently present in the U.S.
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Sri Lanka bans bottom-trawling

 Sri Lanka has banned the destructive fishing practice of bottom-trawling in their waters, making
violators liable for a fine of LKR 50,000 (approximately `20,000) and face two years
imprisonment.
 In this regard, an Amendment to the country‘s Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act was passed
unanimously, in effect declaring the fishing method an offence.

trawling
destructive
practice
affects the
ecosystem.

Bottom
is
a
fishing
which
marine


The practice,
which
involves
trawlers
dragging
weighted nets along
the sea floor, is
known to cause great
depletion of fishery
resources,
and
curbing it is in the
interest
of
sustainable fishing.
 The development could directly impact a section of fishermen from Tamil Nadu, who engage in
bottom-trawling and have often been found trespassing into Sri Lanka‘s territorial waters.
4.3

New sites get UNESCO heritage tag

 The United Nations‘ cultural agency has added 22 heritage treasures to its list of World Heritage
sites.
 The additions come as the agency meets in Poland for an 11-day session to nominate new
locations in need of protection and reviews the status and well-being of existing designated sites.
New additions include
 Britain‘s Lake District
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 The Baden-Wuerttemberg caves in Germany
 The modernist architecture in Asmara — the capital city of Eritrea
 The underground mines in Tarnowskie Gory in Poland,
 The historic city of Yazd, in Iran
 Japan‘s sacred and restricted-access island of Okinoshima
 Los Alerces National Park in Argentina
 Turkey‘s 3rd century B.C. Aphrodisias temple
 The Valongo Wharf Archeological Site in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
UNESCO World Heritage Site:
 A UNESCO World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as of special cultural or physical significance.
 The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by the
UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are
elected by the General Assembly.
 Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is located
and UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve each site.
4.4

New drugs needed against hard-to-treat gonorrhoea: UN

 According to a new warning from the World Health Organization (WHO), antibiotic resistance is
making gonorrhea harder and sometimes even impossible to treat. Therefore, a new drug may be
urgently needed to treat the disease.
 Nearly 80 million people are infected with the disease every year. Among these, doctors are
finding more and more cases of infection untreatable by all known antibiotics.
 Gonorrhea resistance to penicillin and tetracycline, a common broad-spectrum antibiotic, first
emerged in the 1970s in Asia, spreading to the rest of the world during the early 1980s, according
to the WHO.
 Resistance to the next level antibiotic, ciprofloxacin, developed in the mid-2000s.
 A third generation of drugs called cephalosporins — orally-administered cefixime and injectable
ceftriaxone — then came into use.
 But resistance to cefixime — and more rarely to ceftriaxone — has now been reported in more
than 50 countries. These are so-called multi-drug resistant (MDR) strains.
Gonorrhea
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 Gonorrhea, also called ―the clap‖, is a disease caused by bacteria.
 Untreated, it can cause painful pelvic inflammation in women, and infertility in both genders.
 In extreme cases, the bacteria can spread in the blood to cause life-threatening infections in other
parts of the body.
 Symptoms of infection include painful urination and abnormal discharge, but many will
experience no symptoms at all.
 How bacteria become resistant?
 Bacteria can become resistant to drugs when people take incorrect doses of antibiotics.
 Resistant strains can also be contracted directly from animals, water and air, or other people.
 When the most common antibiotics fail to work, more expensive types must be tried, resulting in
longer illness and treatment, often in hospital.
4.5

122 countries adopt global treaty banning nuclear weapons

 Over 120 countries in the United Nations voted to adopt the first-ever global treaty- ‗The Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons‘ to ban nuclear weapons.
Treaty
 Led by Austria, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa and New Zealand, 141 countries joined in drafting
the treaty that they hope will increase pressure on nuclear states to take disarmament more
seriously.
 The treaty prohibits a full range of nuclear-weapon related activities, such as undertaking to
develop, test, produce, manufacture, acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons or other
nuclear explosive devices, as well as the use or threat of use of these weapons.
 The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, the first multilateral legally-binding
instrument for nuclear disarmament to have been negotiated in 20 years, was adopted by a vote
of 122 in favour to one against (Netherlands) and one abstention (Singapore).
 India and other nuclear-armed nations – the United States, Russia, Britain, China, France,
Pakistan, North Korea and Israel had not participated in the negotiations.
Opposition:
 The nuclear powers view the treaty as unrealistic and argue that it will not have any impact on
reducing the global stockpile of 15000 atomic weapons.
 According to the nuclear powers, their nuclear arsenals serve as a deterrent against nuclear attacks
and they remain committed to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The NPT seeks to
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prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and puts the onus on nuclear states to reduce their
stockpiles.
 But the non-nuclear states are increasingly worried about the slow pace of disarmament and are
concerned that weapons of mass destruction may fall into the wrong hands.
4.6

G-20 leaders adopt Hamburg Action Plan

 The G-20 summit concluded in Germany‘s Hamburg city with adaptation of Hamburg Action
Plan.
 It sets out the group‘s strategy for achieving strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive growth.
Aim
 The action plan aims to address major global challenges, including climate change, harnessing
digitalization, and to contribute to prosperity and well-being.
 Highlights of Hamburg Action Plan:
 G20 members resolved to tackle common challenges to the global community, including
terrorism, displacement, hunger, poverty and health threats, job creation, climate change, energy
security and inequality including gender inequality, as a basis for sustainable development and
stability.
 They stressed on the importance of harnessing the benefits of globalization, reaffirm the
importance of transparency for predictable and mutually beneficial trade relations.
 They also underlined importance to boost employment by improving sustainable global supply
chains, as an important source of job creation and balanced economic growth.
 G20 members will use all policy tools such as monetary, fiscal and structural- individually and
collectively to achieve the goal of strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive growth, while
enhancing economic and financial resilience.
 They agreed that the 2015 Paris Agreement is irreversible and reiterated the importance of
fulfillment of the UNFCCC commitments by developed countries in providing means of
implementation including financial resources to assist developing countries with respect to both
mitigation and adaptation actions.
 G-20 members are committed to increase innovation on sustainable and clean energies and
energy efficiency, work towards low greenhouse-gas emission energy systems and harness
digitalization to achieve the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
 G-20 members called for strengthening health systems and safeguarding against health crises.
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 The leaders called on the UN to keep global health high on the political agenda and strive for
cooperative action to strengthen health systems worldwide, including through developing the
health workforce.
 The leaders also stressed on combating Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR), which is a growing
threat to public health and economic growth.
4.7

22nd World Petroleum Congress

 The 22nd World Petroleum Congress (WPC) International Conference has begun at Istanbul,
Turkey.
 India is also taking part in the conference.
 The tri-annual WPC Conference is widely recognized as the `Olympics` of the oil and gas
industry.
 It attracts Ministers, CEOs of Oil and Gas MNCs, experts and academics from the hydrocarbon
sectors and provides an ideal forum to showcase potential of countries‘ hydrocarbon sector.
 It also provides a platform to interact with policy makers, technologists, scientists, planners and
management experts.
4.8
UNESCO puts Hebron on endangered heritage list, outraging Israel

The Heritage Committee of the
UN‘s Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) adopted a
Palestinian request to declare Hebron‘s Old
City—and with it the Cave of the
Patriarchs—as a Palestinian World Heritage
Site, raising ire in Israel.

The decision outraged Israeli
officials who say the move negated the
deep Jewish ties to the biblical town and its
ancient shrine.

The move was the latest chapter in
Israel‘s contentious relationship with
UNESCO, an agency it accuses of being an
anti-Israeli tool that makes decisions out of
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political considerations.
 The inclusion of the Old City of West Bank into the list of World Heritage in danger is aimed at
drawing world‘s attention to the situation in Hebron.
 The resolution for declaring Hebron as a protected area of outstanding universal value was
brought by the Palestine and the resolution was fast-tracked by the UNESCO on the basis that
the site was under severe threat.
 Palestine accuses Israel for involving in violations, vandalism and for causing damage to
properties in the area.
Israel‘s stand:
 Israel has rejected the Hebron resolution saying that the resolution‘s reference to the city as
Islamic denies thousands of years of Jewish connection with the city.
 Israel believes that Hebron is the birthplace of the Jewish people. The religious site at the Hebron
was originally built by the Jewish King Herod, which was later added to by the Muslim caliphs.
 Israel has accused the UN for adopting anti-Israel bias at all issues concerning it. In May,
UNESCO had passed a separate resolution on Jerusalem condemning Israel.
Hebron
 Hebron is cited as one of the oldest cities in the world. The city is very old dating from the
Chalcolithic period or more than 3,000 years BC.
 Both Jews and Muslims revere the same site in Hebron as the traditional burial place of the
biblical patriarchs and matriarchs — Jews call it the Tomb of the Patriarchs, while for Muslims it
is the Ibrahimi Mosque.
 The city which is the largest city in the West Bank is home to more than 200,000 Palestinians and
a few hundred Israeli settlers.
4.9

USS Gerald R Ford

 It is the world‘s largest nuclear-powered aircraft carrier inducted by U.S. Navy.
 USS Gerald Ford is first in the series of three of the futuristic ships of the Ford-class carriers
ordered by US Navy.
 Its operational deployment will be in 2021 after undergoing final outfitting and testing.
4.10

Sri Lanka clears revised deal for Hambantota port

 Sri Lanka‘s Cabinet has cleared a revised deal for the Chinese-built port in Hambantota.
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 The modified agreement is believed to be
more profitable to Sri Lanka and also
addresses security concerns raised by other
countries.
 As per the deal, while the Chinese would
manage port operations, no naval ship,
including Chinese ones, can call at
Hambantota
without
Sri
Lanka‘s
permission.
India‘s concerns
 The Hambantota port is part of China‘s Belt
and Road Initiative. India‘s apprehensions
about the apparently growing Chinese
presence in the island are well known, given
the two countries‘ competing strategic interests in the island.
 Chinese control of Hambantota, which is part of its modern-day ―Silk Route‖ across Asia and
beyond, as well as a plan to acquire 15,000 acres (23 sq miles) to develop an industrial zone next
door, had raised fears that it could also be used for Chinese naval vessels.
4.11 Codex Alimentarius Commission meeting in Geneva adopts three Codex standards
for spices
 The Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) has adopted three Codex standards for black, white
and green pepper, cumin and thyme.
 It is for first time pepper, cumin and thyme, spices will have such universal standards.
 These standards were adopted at 40th session of CAC held in Geneva.
 The adoption of Codex standards paves the way for universal agreement on identifying quality
spices in various countries.
 It also set reference points and benchmarks for member-nations to align their national standards
for spices with Codex.
Background
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 With the approval of the Central government, the Spices Board India (SBI) had submitted a
proposal to CAC for harmonizing the standards for spices and culinary herbs. SBI is the flagship
organization of the Commerce Ministry for export and promotion of spices from the country.
 Significance
 The adoption of Codex standards for the three spices will help evolve a common standardization
process for their global trade and availability.
 It will bring harmony to the global spice trade and ensure availability of high quality, clean and
safe spices to the world.
 It is also considered as major recognition of India‘s efforts to benchmark global spices trade.
Codex Alimentarius
 The Codex Alimentarius (Food Code) is a collection of standards, guidelines and codes of
practice adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC).
 It is a collection of internationally adopted food standards presented in a uniform manner. These
food standards aim at protecting consumer‘s health and ensuring fair practices in the food trade.
 It includes standards for all the principal foods, whether processed, semi-processed or raw for
distribution to the consumer.
 It also includes standardised provisions in respect of food additives, contaminants, pesticides
residues, labelling and presentation, methods of analysis and sampling.
Codex Alimentarius Commission
 The Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) is an intergovernmental body with over 180
members, within the framework of the Joint Food Standards Programme.
 It was established by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and
the World Health Organization (WHO), with the purpose of protecting the health of consumers
and ensuring fair practices in the food trade.
 Its mandate is to prepare international codex alimentations, based on principles outlined by itself.
 The Commission also promotes coordination of all food standards work undertaken by
international governmental and non-governmental organizations.
4.12

Pope Francis adds fourth path to sainthood

 Pope Francis has issued an apostolic letter creating a new category (a fourth one) called
an oblatio vitae or a ―free offering of one‘s life‖ under which someone could possibly become
a saint.
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 The category added, as described by the Vatican, involves people who freely accept an imminent
death for the good of others.
 The pathway focuses on people who sacrifice their lives for others.
 Previously, gaining consideration for sainthood in the Catholic Church took only three
routes:
1. Martyrdom (dying for your faith);
2. Living a life of heroic, Christian values; or
3. Having a saintly and devout reputation.
4. One of the most well-known figures to take one of those paths in recent times was
humanitarian Mother Teresa, who was canonized as Saint Teresa of Calcutta in 2016.
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5. POLITICAL ISSUES, HUMAN RIGHTS AND
GOVERNANCE
5.1

Revisiting ban on sale of cattle for slaughter



The Supreme Court has stayed centre‘s May 26th notification banning the sale of cattle in
livestock markets for slaughter and religious sacrifices.



The order came after the centre accepted that public outcry and objections from the states about
the law‘s impact on livelihoods made it realise that the rules need tweaking.



The court was taking up a bunch of petitions challenging the amendments to the rules framed
under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act.
Issue
The centre, on May 26th, notified the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Regulation of Livestock
Market) Rules, 2017.


The notification banned the sale of cattle in livestock market for slaughter and religious
sacrifices.



This had dismayed cattle traders, butchers and beef eaters.



Farmers were also hit as they were also barred from selling non-milch and ageing cattle thus
being deprived of their traditional incomes.



Various states too opposed the notification saying that it would impact the livelihoods of many.



The validity of the rules was challenged in various high courts and the SC. The Madurai bench
of Madras HC had stayed the rules.
Road ahead
The centre has acknowledged that the law needs some tweaking keeping in mind the
concerns raised by various stakeholders. It has also clarified that tweaking does not mean repeal. It
would shortly come out with necessary amendments.
5.2

Committee formed to study legalities for separate State flag

 The Karnataka State government has constituted a nine-member committee headed by Principal
Secretary, Department of Kannada and Culture, to study and submit a report to the government
on the possibility of ―designing a separate flag for Karnataka and providing it a statutory
standing.‖
Why this committee?
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 Recently, some activists had urged the government to design a separate flag for Kannada ‗naadu‘
and accord statutory standing for that.
Are states permitted to have their own flags?
 In S.R. Bommai v/s Union of India (Supreme Court 1994) case, the Supreme Court has declared
that federalism is a basic feature of the Constitution and States are supreme in their sphere.
 This being the Constitutional position, there is no prohibition in the Constitution for the State to
have its own flag.
 However, the manner in which the State flag is hoisted should not dishonour the national flag. It
has to be always below the national flag.
 The national flag code specifically authorises use of other flags subject to the regulation by the
court. So, State flag is not unauthorised.
5.3

Centre eases pre-merger filing norms

 In a move that is likely to boost mergers and acquisitions (M&A) in the country, the Centre has
done away with the thirty-day time period to submit before the Competition Commission of
India (CCI) an application for pre-merger clearance.
 According to a notification, every person or enterprise who is a party to a combination is
exempted from giving notice within thirty days. This new provision (exemption from the 30-day
time period) will be valid for five years starting June 29, 2017.
 The notification means that parties can make a CCI application at any time in course of an
acquisition but cannot effect or close an acquisition before obtaining the CCI‘s approval.
Earlier norms:
 The earlier norms had specified that an application to obtain the CCI‘s prior approval for an
acquisition, merger or amalgamation had to be filed within thirty days of:
 Board approval of the proposed merger or amalgamation by each of the respective parties;
 execution of any agreement or other document of a binding nature conveying a decision to
acquire shares, control, voting rights or assets;
 execution of any document by the acquiring enterprise conveying a decision to acquire shares,
control, voting rights or assets, in case the acquisition is without the consent of the enterprise
being acquired;
 Or date of the public announcement under India‘s takeover regulations applicable to acquisitions
of listed entities.
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Significance of this move:
 It will give parties the liberty and flexibility to decide at what stage they want to make the CCI
filing, depending on the deal parameters and commercial terms.
 Besides, this will specifically benefit large, multi-jurisdiction transactions where parties may be
burdened with regulatory requirements in several jurisdictions and, therefore, need more time to
assess the Indian law implications and prepare a comprehensive CCI application.
5.4

Private members‘ Bill on mob violence

 All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief and Lok Sabha MP Asaduddin Owaisi has
given notice to introduce in the Lok Sabha a private member‘s bill on mob violence.
 He has given notice to introduce the Mob Violence (Prevention and Punishment) Bill, 2017.
Key features of the bill
 As per the bill, mob violence includes any act in which two or more persons injure, harm,
oppress or threaten a person on the basis of his identity or prevent his enjoyment of a
Constitutional right.
 The Bill criminalises mob violence as well as acts of omission by public servants.
 The Bill proposes special courts for trying cases of mob violence, with judges appointed by a
collegium of five senior-most High Court judges. These courts will receive complaints of mob
violence, set up special investigation teams and appoint public prosecutors. The SIT and public
prosecutor will also be under Supreme Court supervision.
 Punishment up to life imprisonment, special compensation and witness protection are built into
the Bill.
 It proposes to award penalties to public servants when such cases are not properly investigated,
either due to malafide intentions or wilful neglect.
 It proposes to award a minimum 10 years‘ imprisonment to public servants for ―acts of
omission‖.
What is the Private members‘ Bill?
 Members of parliament other than ministers are called private members and bills presented by
them are known as private member‘s bills.
 The last Private Member‘s Bill passed by parliament was the Supreme Court (Enlargement of
Criminal Appellate Jurisdiction) Bill, 1968, which became an act on August 9, 1970.
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 The last Lok Sabha saw 300 such bills introduced and barely four percent of them were discussed
while 96 percent lapsed without even a single debate in the house.
5.5
Bengaluru Declaration calls for SC/ST quota in judiciary
 The Bengaluru Declaration was recently adopted by the Karnataka State government sponsored
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar International Conference 2017.
 The theme of the conference: ―Quest for Equity‖.
 The declaration recommends a slew of affirmative action measures in private sector, judiciary,
educational institutions, government contracts and promotions for Dalits.
 The declaration has 40 recommendations under six broad categories — safeguarding the people,
strengthening democratic institutions, deepening social justice, enhancing human development,
ensuring responsive governance, and promoting social security.
Some of the important recommendations of the declaration
 Upholding the Rule of Law and reassert political and legal accountability for any violence to
prevent lynchings.
 Set up Equal Opportunities Commission to ensure wider representation of SC, ST, OBC, women
and minorities in employment.
 Law for prevention of caste, religious and gender discrimination in educational institutions.
 Removing of provisions in law that place constraints on freedom of speech and expression,
include those on defamation, sedition, art/film censorship and social media.
 Ensure land ownership for SC/STs and establish SC/ST land bank, where government buys
these lands at market prices and re-allots to the same community, to ensure non-dilution of
ownership.
 Reservations for SCs, STs and OBCs in higher judiciary.
 Ensuring diversity in media houses by promoting representation of SC, STs, OBCs.
 Protecting media freedom and journalists from attacks by fundamentalist elements and tacit state
censorship.
 Empowering the Press Council of India to regulate corporate monopoly and cross ownership of
media.
 Launch a ―living wage‖ and comprehensive social security scheme for all labourers working in the
unorganised sector apart from ensuring dignity in retirement through enhanced pensions of
₹1,500 per month.
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 A national legislation to ensure that a portion of the budget equal to the population proportion of
SC & STs is reserved to support schemes to promote their development.
 Reservations in procurement and contracts for up to Rs 100 lakh.
 English medium education to SCs, STs, OBCs, women and minorities.
 Universal access to hostels for SCs, STs and OBCs.
 Reservations in the private sector.
 Agricultural land for landless Dalits with legal entitlement and special support.
 Comprehensive reform of caste based occupational vocations through modernisation.
 Immediate publishing of socio economic caste census.
 Farmers Income Commission to ensure income security.
Background
 In 2002, similar Declaration was adopted by Madhya Pradesh, namely ‗The Bhopal Declaration‘
which called for ―liberalisation of capital for Dalits‖.
 It was adopted in 2002 during the tenure of Congress leader Digvijaya Singh in Madhya Pradesh.
5.6
Lok Sabha passes The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Bill, 2017
 The Lok Sabha has passed the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Bill.
 The Bill amends the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (RTE), 2009 to
extend the deadline for teachers to acquire the prescribed minimum qualifications for
appointment.
 The bill allows teachers appointed on or before March 31, 2015 to acquire minimum
qualifications within a period of four years from the date of commencement of the Act.
 This gives the 8.5 lakh unqualified teachers, appointed after implementation of the Right to
Education (RTE) law, another chance to get recognized degrees.
Why is there a need for extension?
 According to the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009, which came
into force on April 1, 2010, a teacher, who did not possess minimum qualifications, was required
to acquire them in five years.
 The Act was enacted to provide free and compulsory education to all children between the age of
six and 14 years.
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 The central government subsequently received requests from states for extension of the period to
enable them to complete the training process for in-service untrained teachers.
 Moreover, many new schools had come up in the days of educational expansion under the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan and the RTE, and many teachers who were hired did not have requisite degrees,
some having studied only till school.
 They were given five years to train themselves, and many did, but 5-6 lakh private schools
teachers and 2.5-lakh government school teachers still did not have the requisite degrees.
 The qualifications are deemed necessary to ensure that teachers are well-qualified to ensure
quality of education.
5.7

Central Road Fund (Amendment) Bill, 2017 introduced in Lok Sabha

 The government has introduced in the Lok Sabha the Central Road Fund (Amendment) Bill,
2017 providing for allocation of about Rs 2,000 crore from Central Road Fund (CRF) for
developing
national
waterways (NWs).

The bill seeks to
amend the Central Road
Fund Act, 2000, to allocate
2.5% of the proceeds of
CRF for development and
maintenance of NWs and a
reduction in the share
provided for development of
National Highways.

Parliament had last
year
enacted
National
Waterways (NWs) Act, 2016,
for
developing
and
maintaining the existing five
NWs and 106 new NWs
across the country.
 The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) has estimated that approximately Rs 25,000
crore would be required for development of identified projects on NWs till 2022-23.
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Central Road Fund
 The Central Road Fund was established by the government as per the Central road fund act 2000
to fund the development and maintenance of National Highways, State Highways and Rural
roads.
 In order to mobilise the fund, the Central Road Fund Act 2000 proposed to levy and collect by
way of cess, a duty of excise and duty of customs on petrol and high speed diesel oil.
 The fund is utilised for the development and maintenance of National highways, State roads,
Rural roads and for provision of road overbridges/under bridges and other safety features at
unmanned Railway Crossings.
IWAI
 Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) is the statutory body in charge of the waterways in
India.
 Its headquarters is located in Noida, UP.
 Its main function is to build the necessary required infrastructure in these waterways, surveying
the economic feasibility of new projects and also administration and regulation.
5.8

Supreme Court to rethink on a few Lodha ‗reforms‘

 The Supreme Court is all set to revisit, if not modify, some key recommendations Justice R.M.
Lodha Committee to usher in transparency in the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
and the cricket administration.
 The Court has said that it would hear the BCCI, the State cricket associations and member bodies
on issues such as ―memberships, number of votes‖ in an effort to make the running of ―cricket,
the gentleman‘s game‖ come as close to perfect as possible.
 Meanwhile, the court has exhorted the BCCI and its members to implement the Lodha reforms
as regards all issues other than the ones flagged for further debate in court.
 Following allegations of corruption, match fixing and betting scandals in cricket in the country,
the Supreme Court of India appointed a three-panel member led by Justice R M Lodha in January
2015 to look into the functioning of BCCI and suggest reforms.
 The Lodha Committee, in January 2016, released its list of reforms which had some major
contentious points. The reforms were contested by several BCCI post holders.
What are the contentious proposals?
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 The possibility of one state, one vote became the biggest point of debate among several others;
restriction on ministers and civil servants and those above 70 from becoming its members and
cooling off period were some other major contentions.
What are the initial basic recommendations made by the Lodha Panel?
These are the things suggested by the board:
 BCCI office bearer can work not more than two continuous terms
 President of the BCCI cannot hold his post for more than two years
 BCCI personnel cannot be a government minister
 Proposition of one vote per state and no proxy voting
 Separate governing body for BCCI and IPL
 Legalisation of betting
What were the recommendations accepted by the BCCI?
 The induction of the representative of the Comptroller and Auditor General as the member of
the Apex Council and the IPL Governing Council.
 The formation of the Apex Council – to replace the working committee, according to the Lodha
report – with certain modifications. The Lodha report had recommended that only the BCCI
president, vice-president, secretary, joint secretary and treasurer be part of the Apex Council but
it is understood that the board was in favour of all the members of the working committee
remaining a part of the Apex Council.
 Putting in place various committees as recommended by the Lodha Committee, including the
special committee for the differently abled and the women‘s committee.
 The formation of the Players Association.
 Voting rights for the Associate members as per the ICC guidelines.
 Puducherry (Pondicherry) to be granted associate membership in the BCCI.
What are the key recommendations that the BCCI did not accept?
 The Lodha committee recommended to not let serving civil servants and government ministers
to be on the board. The BCCI did not accept this during its SGM on October 1.
The committee directed that the maximum age for anybody to be on the board has to be below 70
years of age, which is applicable to state associations as well. This was a big controversy as it
included the likes of Sharad Pawar, Mumbai Cricket Association president and also N Srinivasan,
head of Tamil Nadu Cricket Association. The board did not accept this recommendation by Lodha
Panel as well.
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The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) Bill, 2016

 Parliament has passed The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) Bill, 2016.
Admiralty laws
 Admiralty laws deal with cases of accidents in navigable waters or involve contracts related to
commerce on such waters.
 The Bill seeks to upgrade existing laws related to civil matters of admiralty jurisdiction of courts,
maritime claims, arrest and detention of ships.
 It repeals laws such as the Admiralty Court Act, 1861, Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890.
 The bill confers admiralty jurisdiction on High Courts located in coastal states of India, thus
extending their upto territorial waters.
 It empowers central government to extend the jurisdiction of these High Courts. Under the
earlier laws enacted during the colonial era, the admiralty was only by the High Courts of
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras.
 The bill now extends the provisions of admiralty jurisdiction to every vessel irrespective of place
of domicile or residence of owner.
 It does not apply to naval auxiliary, warships and vessels used for non-commercial purposes.
 It empowers High Courts to exercise jurisdiction on maritime claims arising out of conditions
such as disputes regarding ownership of a vessel, mortgage on a vessel, construction, repair, or
conversion of the vessel, disputes between co-owners of a vessel regarding employment or
earnings of the vessel, disputes arising out of the sale of a vessel, and environmental damage
caused by the vessel, etc.
 India is a leading maritime nation and maritime transportation caters to about 95% of its
merchandise trade volume.
 However, the admiralty jurisdiction of Indian courts under the present statutory framework flow
from laws enacted in the British era.
 The repealing of five archaic admiralty statutes is in line with the Union Government‘s
commitment to do away with archaic laws which are hindering efficient governance.
5.10

GoM approves draft National Medical Commission bill

 A draft of the National Medical Commission Bill, with some modifications, has been approved by
a Group of Ministers (GoM).
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 The GoM was constituted to have a ―relook‖ at the National Medical Commission Bill which was
drafted by a four-member committee, headed by vice chairman of NITI Aayog, to examine all
options for reforms in the Medical Council of India (MCI) and suggest a way forward.
 The committee has framed a draft NMC Bill which provides for constitution of the NMC in
place of the MCI.
National Medical Commission Bill, 2016
 The NITI Ayog has introduced the National Medical Commission Bill, 2016 which would be
extending to the whole country in order to create world class educational system.
 The bill seeks to repeal Indian Medical Council Act 1956 and be replaced by a body called
National Medical Commission.
The Bill seeks to
 Ensure adequate supply of high quality medical professionals at both undergraduate and
postgraduate levels.
 Encourage medical professionals to incorporate the latest medical research in their work and to
contribute to such research.
 Provide for objective periodic assessments of medical institutions.
 Facilitate the maintenance of a medical register for India and enforce high ethical standards in all
aspects of medical services.
 Ensure that the medical institutes are flexible enough to adapt to the changing needs of a
transforming nation.
Medical Advisory Council
 The bill seeks to constitute a Medical Advisory Council which will undertake the following
functions:
 The Council shall serve as the primary platform through which the states would put forward their
views and concerns before the National Medical Commission (NMC) and shall help shape the
overall agenda in the field of medical education & training.
 The Council shall advise the National Medical Commission (NMC) on the measures to
determine, maintain and coordinate the minimum standards in the discipline of medical
education, training and research.
 The Council shall advise the National Medical Commission (NMC) on measures to enhance
equitable access to medical education.
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Amendments to Legal Metrology

 The Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011 have recently been amended.
 The said amendment will come into force from 1st January, 2018 to enhance consumer protection
and for requirement of ease of doing business.
The salient features of the said amendment are
 Goods displayed by the seller on-ecommerce platform shall contain declarations required under
the rules.
 Specific mention is made in the rules that no person
shall declare different MRPs (dual MRP) on an
identical pre-packaged commodity.
 Size of letters and numerals for making declaration is
increased, so that consumer can easily read the same.
 The net quantity checking is made more scientific.
 Bar Code/QR Coding are allowed on voluntarily
basis.
 Provisions regarding declarations on Food Products
have been harmonized with regulation under the
Food Safety & Standards Act.
 Medical devices which are declared as drugs are
brought into the purview of declarations to be made
under the rules.
Legal Metrology
 ―Legal Metrology‖ is a new name of weights & Measures.
 Legal Metrology treats units of weighment and measurement, methods of weighment and
measurement and weighing and measuring instruments, in relation to the mandatory technical
and legal requirements which have the object of ensuring public guarantee from the point of view
of security and accuracy of the weighments and measurements.
5.12

Cabinet approves revision of guidelines of Sovereign Gold Bonds Scheme

 The Union Cabinet has given approval for revision of guidelines of Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGB)
Scheme with a view to achieve its intended objectives.
Need for the revision
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 In view of less than expected response of the investors to the scheme, and considering its bearing
on CAD and consequently on overall macro-economic health of the country, it was felt necessary
to make changes in this scheme to make it a success.
Two sets of changes have been made in the scheme:
Specific changes:
 Specific changes have been made in the attributes of the scheme to make it more attractive,
mobilise finances as per the target and reduce the economic strains caused by imports of gold and
reduce the Current Account Deficit (CAD).
Flexibility
 Ministry of Finance (the issuer) has been given flexibility to design and introduce variants of
SGBs with different interest rates and risk protection that will offer investment alternatives to
different category of investors.
 Finance Ministry has been delegated this power to amend (or add new features) of the Scheme to
reduce the time lag between finalizing the attributes of a particular tranche and its notification.
 Such flexibility will help to address the elements of competition with new products of investment
and deal with very dynamic or volatile market, macro-economic and other conditions.
Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB) Scheme
 The SGB Scheme was notified by the Government of India on November 05, 2015 after due
approval of the Cabinet.
 The main objective of the scheme was to develop a financial asset as an alternative to purchasing
metal gold.
 The target was to shift part of the estimated 300 tons of physical bars and coins purchased every
year for Investment into ‗demat‘ gold bonds.
 The target mobilisation under the scheme at Rs. 15,000 crore in 2015-16 and at Rs.10,000 crore in
2016-17. The amount so far credited in Government account is Rs. 4,769 crore.
5.13

Cabinet clears minimum wage code bill

 The much-anticipated Wage Code Bill which makes it mandatory for all industries to pay a
minimum category of wages across all sectors to employees has been cleared by the cabinet.
 The wage code primarily aims at reducing the disparity in minimum wages across the states.
 The proposed legislation is expected to benefit over 4 crore employees across the country.
Highlights of the bill
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 The Labour Code on Wages Bill consolidates the four wage-related statutes:
1. Minimum Wages Act, 1948,
2. Payment of Bonus Act, 1965,
3. Payment of Wages Act, 1936 and
4. Equal Remuneration Act, 1976.
 The bill will be applicable across all classes of workers who are at present employed in scheduled
industries or establishments by law and across all sectors.
 The bill seeks to empower the Centre to set a minimum wage across all sectors in the country and
states will have to maintain that. However, states will be able to provide for higher minimum
wage in their jurisdiction than fixed by the central government since labour is in the concurrent
list.
 The wage code will empower the Centre to notify a ‗national minimum wage‘ (below which no
state can fix their minimum wages) and this will be revised every two years (five years if the
dearness allowance becomes part of the minimum wages).
 The new minimum wage norms would be applicable for all workers irrespective of their pay. At
present, the minimum wages fixed by the Centre and states are applicable to workers getting up
to Rs 18,000 pay monthly. This would ensure a universal minimum wage for all industries and
workers, including those getting monthly pay higher than Rs 18,000.
 Industrial strikes will now include casual concerted leave by 50 percent of more workers, while
the provision for prior notice of strike would be extended to ―all activities similar to existing
public utility services‖.
 All classes of workers would be able to avail the benefits of the minimum wage as long as they are
employed in a scheduled industry or an establishment of law.
5.14

Privacy is a fundamental but wholly qualified right: Centre

 The Centre told the Supreme Court that ―there is a fundamental right to privacy, but it is a wholly
qualified right‖. The apex court was hearing the Aadhaar card privacy issue.
Absolute Right vs. Wholly Qualified Right:
 A wholly qualified right is one where government interference is allowed in special circumstances,
and only when necessary in a democratic society as opposed to an absolute right, which cannot
be limited in any way. An absolute right cannot be reduced or amended.
Government‘s arguments:
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 Privacy as a fundamental right was deliberately avoided from Article 21. Privacy, as a fundamental
right, could have been mentioned in 21, but has been omitted. Right to life ―transcends‖ right to
privacy.
 Citizens could not agitate against Aadhaar, saying it was a violation of their right to privacy. And
as far as Aadhaar was concerned, privacy was not a fundamental and absolute right. The state
could subject privacy to reasonable restrictions in order to preserve the right to life of the masses.
 An elite few could not claim that their bodily integrity would be violated by a scheme which
served to bring home basic human rights and social justice to millions of poor households across
the country.
 Since the right to privacy consists of diverse aspects and is a sub-species of the right to liberty,
every aspect of sub-species will not qualify as a fundamental right.
 Different species of privacy exist, and all of them cannot be elevated to the status of fundamental
rights.
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6. SOCIAL ISSUES AND DEVELOPMENT
6.1

CPWD reminded of challenges ahead as it turns 163



The Central Public Works Department, under the Ministry of Urban Development, builds and
maintains public buildings.



CPWD came into existence in July 1854 when Lord Dalhousie established a central
agency for execution of public works and set up Ajmer Provincial Division.



Through the professional expertise in disciplines including Architecture, Engineering, Project
Management coupled with comprehensive experience in building construction and maintenance
CPWD has been serving the nation for last 162 years and has executed priority of works in
difficult and demanding geographical and climatic conditions.



It has now grown into a comprehensive construction management department, which provides
services from project concept to completion, consultancy and maintenance management.



It is headed by the Director General (DG) who is also the Principal Technical Advisor to the
Government of India.



The regions and sub-regions are headed by Special DGs and Additional DGs respectively, while
the zones in all state capitals (except a few) are headed by Chief Engineers.



CPWD has PAN India presence and has ability to undertake construction of complex
projects even in difficult terrain and maintenance in post construction stage.



It is the prime engineering department of Government of union of India and its specifications
and manuals are followed by local public works departments and engineering wing of other
departments.



CPWD consists of three wings in execution field: (i) B&R (Buildings and Roads) (ii)
E&M (Electrical and Mechanical) (iii) Horticulture.



CPWD had been involved in construction of stadiums and other infrastructure requirements for Asian
Games 1982 and Commonwealth Games 2010.

6.2

NGT imposes complete ban on nylon and synthetic manja



The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed nationwide blanket ban on the use of kite
strings (manja), made of nylon or any synthetic material on the grounds that it poses a threat to
animals and humans.



The judgement of Tribunal came on a plea filed by animal rights body People for Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA) and others.
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What petitioners say?


The petition filed by PETA and others had contended that ‗manja‘ poses a grave threat to
humans and animals as a number of deaths are caused by it every year.



It has also alleged that sometimes these strings coated with sharp metals, traps and kill migratory
birds.



It also claimed that minor children were engaged by the cottage industry for the manufacture of
‗manja‘, which caused respiratory problems as they inhaled harmful substances which were
detrimental to their health.
What is the NGT Judgement?


The Tribunal has directed all state governments to prohibit the manufacture, sale, storage,
purchase and use of synthetic manja or nylon threads and all other synthetic strings used for
flying kites with immediate effect.



It also ordered the authorities across the country to ban import of any synthetic manja or nylon
thread or other similar threads coated with synthetic substances.

6.3

Govt to push e-education with 4 digital initiatives

 On the occasion of Guru Purnima, President Pranab Mukherjee launched four major digital
initiatives in to push e-education.
 All these digital initiatives are operational under Union Ministry of Human Resource and
Development.
Four major digital initiatives are:
1. Swayam:
 It is an indigenously designed massive open online course (MOOC).
 It will host all the courses, taught in classrooms from 9th class till post-graduation and can be
accessed by anyone, anywhere at any time.
 It aims to bridge the digital divide for students in e-education.
 With the launch of SWAYAM, India has become one of the few countries in the World which
has its own online interactive learning platform that provides, not only video lectures, reading
material but also assignments/quizzes that could end up in securing credits after completing the
assessment system.
 More than 400 Courses are available on SWAYAM covering all the engineering and nonengineering subjects at undergraduate and post-graduate levels.
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 The UGC has already issued Regulation that allows transfer of credits earned through the courses
done through SWAYAM into the academic record of the students.
 It is now possible for the students and others to take courses of the prestigious IITs or IIMs
without formally studying there.
 The platform has been constructed by Microsoft with totally indigenous efforts.
2. Swayam Prabha:
 It will provide high quality educational contents, developed by experts, through 32 DTH (direct
to home) Television Channels with an aim to bring uniformity in standards of education.
 These channels transmit 4 hours of fresh content every day, and contain lectures from the best
teachers in the Country.
 There is no monthly charge for viewing these channels.
 These channels include the IIT-PAL channels which were intended to help students taking the
prestigious JEE examination, taught by the IIT faculty.
 It will cover diverse disciplines of all levels of education in various languages.
3. National Academic Depository:
 It is a digital depository of academic awards for authenticating all certificates issued by
institutions.
 It will directly integrate with Boards/Universities which issue Certificates which will be verified,
authenticated, accessed and retrieved in a digital depository for purpose of employment, higher
education, and loans.
4. National Digital Library:
 It is a large online library containing 6.5 million books.
 It provides free access to many books in English and the Indian languages.
6.4

Ministry, NITI Aayog moot privatisation of select services in district hospitals

 As a part of a radical ‗privatisation project‘, the Health Ministry and the NITI Aayog have
developed a framework to let private hospitals run select services within district hospitals, on a
30-year lease.
 The framework was prepared in consultation with the World Bank.
 As per the framework, the government will be allowing ―a single private partner or a single
consortium of private partners‖ to bid for space in district level hospitals, ―especially in tier 2 & 3
cities.‖
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 Under this Public Private Partnership (PPP), care for only three non-communicable diseases —
cardiac disease, pulmonary disease, and cancer care — will be provided.
 As per the draft model contract, private hospitals will bid for 30-year leases over portions of
district hospital buildings to set up 50- or 100-bed hospitals in smaller towns across the country.
The State governments could lease up to five or six district hospitals within the State.
 Further, the State governments will give Viability Gap Funding (VGF), or one-time seed money,
to private players to set up infrastructure within district hospitals. The private parties and State
health departments will share ambulance services, blood banks, and mortuary services.
Concerns related to policy:
 A major concern about the policy is that under ‗principles‘ of the financial structure, the
document states that ―there will be no reserved beds or no quota of beds for free services‖ in
these facilities.
 The policy document has also come under sharp criticism for the Ministry‘s failure to consult
with key stakeholders from civil society and academia.
 Another particularly disturbing suggestion is that only Below Poverty Line (BPL) patients and
those in insurance schemes will be able to access free care. This would effectively exclude
hundreds of millions of the Indian population from vital hospital services.
6.5

Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana

 The Union Ministry of Rural Development is all set to launch Aajeevika Grameen Express
Yojana (AGEY), a sub-scheme under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM).
Aim of the AGEY:
 AGEY aims to provide an alternative source of livelihood to members of Self Help Groups
(SHGs) by facilitating them to operate public transport services in backward rural areas.
Key Features of AGEY
 AGEY will provide safe, affordable and community monitored rural transport services like erickshaws, 3 and 4 wheeler motorised transport vehicles to connect remote villages.
 These transport vehicles will connect villages with key services and amenities including access to
markets, education and health for the overall economic development of the area.
Implementation of the scheme
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 The scheme will be implemented in 250 blocks in the country on a pilot basis for a period of 3
years from 2017-18 to 2019-20.
 Under it, Community Based Organisation (CBO) is proposed to provide interest free loan from
its own corpus to SHG member for purchase of the vehicle.
About DAY -NRLM
 Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY -NRLM) is
a flagship rural poverty reduction program.
 It was launched nationwide by the Ministry of Rural Development with the objective of social
mobilization, financial inclusion and sustainable livelihoods promotion.
 DAY – NRLM aims at creating efficient and effective institutional platforms for the rural poor
enabling them to increase household income through sustainable livelihood enhancements and
improved access to financial services.
 One of the major focus areas of DAY – NRLM is promotion of existing livelihood portfolios of
the rural poor in farm and non-farm sectors. Upgradation and sharing of knowledge on
agricultural practices for sustainable income is therefore, considered a valuable input for poverty
alleviation and higher income generation.
 DAY – NRLM recognizes the importance of achieving the post-2015 agenda and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), as well as other global priorities, that relate to rural poverty
reduction, sustainable rural livelihoods, rural employment, social protection, good governance
and gender equality.
6.6

Draft Guidelines for implementation of Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana

 The draft guidelines for the implementation of Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) have been prepared by the Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD).
Draft Guidelines
 The draft guidelines inter-alia provide Aadhaar linkage, Direct Benefit Transfer of Rs. 5000 in
beneficiary‘s bank/post office account in three installments at the stage of early registration of
pregnancy, after six months of pregnancy on at least one antenatal check-up and registration of
child birth and first cycle of immunisation of the child.
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)
 Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.
 It is a maternity benefit program run by the government of India.
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 It is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating women of 19 years of age or
above for first two live births.
 It provides partial wage compensation to women for wage-loss during childbirth and childcare
and to provide conditions for safe delivery and good nutrition and feeding practices.
 Under the scheme, the cost sharing ratio between the Centre and the States & UTs with
Legislature is 60:40, for North-Eastern States & three Himalayan States, it is 90:10 and 100%
Central assistance for Union Territories without Legislature.
 It was previously known as Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY).
 In 2013, the scheme was brought under the National Food Security Act, 2013 to implement the
provision of cash maternity benefit of `6,000 stated in the Act.
6.7

Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana

 The Union Finance Ministry has launched Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY), a
pension scheme exclusively for senior citizens aged 60 years and above.
 The Scheme can be purchased offline as well as online through Life Insurance Corporation
(LIC) of India which has been given the sole privilege to operate this Scheme.
Major benefits under the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY)
 Scheme provides an assured return of 8% p.a. payable monthly (equivalent to 8.30% p.a.
effective) for 10 years.
 Pension is payable at the end of each period, during the policy term of 10 years, as per the
frequency of monthly/ quarterly/ half-yearly/ yearly as chosen by the pensioner at the time of
purchase.
 The scheme is exempted from Service Tax/ GST.
 On survival of the pensioner to the end of the policy term of 10 years, Purchase price along with
final pension installment shall be payable.
 Loan upto 75% of Purchase Price shall be allowed after 3 policy years (to meet the liquidity
needs). Loan interest shall be recovered from the pension installments and loan to be recovered
from claim proceeds.
6.8

Evaluation of efficacy of Nai Roshni Scheme

 NITI Aayog had conducted an evaluation study on ‗Nai Roshni‘- the scheme for Leadership
Development of Minority Women in 2015-16.
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Objective of the study
 The main objective of the study was to assess the impact of the scheme on minority women and
to identify policy/ programme impediments in implementation of the scheme.
Nai Roshni scheme
 The Ministry of Minority Affairs has started implementation of a scheme ―Nai Roshni‖ for
Leadership Development of Minority Women from 2012-13.
 The scheme aims to empower and instil confidence among minority women by providing
knowledge, tools and techniques for interacting with Government systems, Banks and other
institutions at all levels.
 The scheme endeavours to provide leadership development of minority women, especially for
development of women belonging to notified minority communities like Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis and Jains.
 The scheme is implemented through Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs).
 As per the existing guidelines, the scheme is implemented with the involvement of the Gram
Panchayat at village level and Local Urban bodies at the District level.
Performance of the scheme
 According to NITI Aayog, majority of the findings of the study indicate that the programme has
been appreciated by most of the segments of the population of the society and it has assisted in
creating confidence among minority women and developing leadership spirit in them.
 Moreover, the trained women are also utilizing their enriched knowledge within their
surroundings and thereby helping their families as well as neighbours in raising their essential
demands and claims from various Government authorities.
 The scheme also allows for premature exit for the treatment of any critical/ terminal illness of
self or spouse. On such premature exit, 98% of the Purchase Price shall be refunded.
On death of the pensioner during the policy term of 10 years, the Purchase Price shall be paid to the
beneficiary.
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7. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
7.1

Electrified Droplets Create Mini Saturn Planets

 Scientists have created miniature versions of Saturn, complete with rings, by electrifying tiny
droplets of fluids.
How does it work?
 When a drop of electrically conductive liquid is exposed to an electric field, the droplet responds
by forming two electrically charged poles.
 These poles can get pulled towards the sources of the electric field, taking on cone shapes. If the
pull is strong enough, the tips of the cones can spray jets of droplets.
 Experiments regarding this effect, known as electrospraying,often involved drops of liquid
surrounded by less electrically conductive fluids.
 If an electric field is strong enough, researchers found that the equators of these squashed drops
emit concentric rings of droplets, making the drops look like miniature versions of Saturn.
What is electrospraying?
 Electrospraying is a method of liquid atomisation by electrical forces.
Significance:
 The advance may pave the way for generating microscopic and uniform particles and capsules
which are often used in products such as drugs, inks, cosmetics and paints.
 It will also explore new materials that can be used to produce ―ring of particles‖ effect.
7.2

―Moonshot‖ Technology

 A moonshot, in a technology context, is an ambitious, exploratory and ground-breaking project
undertaken without any expectation of near-term profitability or benefit and also, perhaps,
without a full investigation of potential risks and benefits.
 The term ―moonshot‖ derives from the Apollo 11 spaceflight project, which landed the first
human on the moon in 1969.
 ―Moonshot‖ may also reference the earlier phrase ―shoot for the moon‖ meaning aim for a lofty
target.
 Google has adopted the term moonshot for its most innovative projects, many of which come
out of the Google X, the company‘s semi-secret lab.
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 Google moonshots include Google Glass, Project Loon (a balloon-based Internet service
project), the driverless car, augmented reality glasses, a neural network, robots for the
manufacturing industry and Project Calico, a life extension project.
7.3
ASTROSAT, Chandra and Hubble jointly detect massive cosmic explosion on
Proxima Centauri
 Three space-based observatories ASTROSAT, Chandra, Hubble Space Telescope and a groundbased observatory HARPS have simultaneously detected a massive coronal explosion on the
nearest planet-hosting star ‗Proxima Centauri‘.
 The explosion was detected as part of joint multi-wavelength simultaneous observational
campaign undertaken by these three space-based observatories.
What is Coronal explosion?
 Coronal explosion is an unusually large release of plasma and magnetic field from the solar
corona.
 They often follow solar flares and are normally present during a solar prominence eruption.
 The plasma is released into the solar wind, and can be observed in coronagraph imagery.
Proxima Centauri
 It is group of stars which hosts an Earth-like habitable planet — Proxima Centaur b — orbiting
within (Proxima Centauri) its habitable zone.
 It was discovered in 2016.
 It is a cool dwarf star located around 4.25 light years away from the Earth.
 Because of Proxima Centauri‘s proximity to Earth, its angular diameter can be measured directly.
It is about one-seventh the diameter of the Sun.
ASTROSAT
 ASTROSAT is India‘s first dedicated multi-wavelength space observatory.
 It was launched on a PSLV-XL on 28 September 2015.
 It was built by a consortium of institutes across India led by ISRO Satellite Centre, TIFR
Mumbai, IIA Bengaluru, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, Inter-University Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics, and Space Applications Centre in collaboration with University of Leicester
(UK) and the Canadian Space Agency.
 One of the unique features of ASTROSAT mission is that enables the simultaneous multiwavelength observations of various astronomical objects with a single satellite.
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The scientific objectives of ASTROSAT mission are:
 To understand high energy processes in binary star systems containing neutron stars and black
holes
 Estimate magnetic fields of neutron stars
 Study star birth regions and high energy processes in star systems lying beyond our galaxy
 Detect new briefly bright X-ray sources in the sky
 Perform a limited deep field survey of the Universe in the Ultraviolet region
Chandra
 The Chandra programme is managed by NASA‘s Marshall Space Flight Center.
 The flight operations and the Chandra Science are controlled by the Smithsonian Astrophysics
Observatory in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Hubble Space Telescope
 The Hubble Space Telescope is a space telescope that was launched into low Earth orbit in 1990
and remains in operation.
 It is one of the largest and most versatile space telescopes, and is well known as both a vital
research tool and a public relations boon for astronomy.
7.4

Novobiocin compound

 Recently, researchers from Spain have discovered novobiocin compound that could be used as a
potential drug to fight the effects of a Zika virus infection.
 The novobiocin compound was previously used in antibiotic drug to fend off ―nosocomial‖
infections (those acquired inside a hospital). However, the drug was withdrawn from the market
because it had lost its potency as an antibiotic.
 Researchers have found that this compound can counter the symptoms of the mosquito-borne
Zika disease.
7.5

Debug Fresno

 It is the 20 million machine-raised mosquitoes to shrink the numbers of Aedes aegypti
mosquitoes — the species responsible for spreading zika, dengue and chikungunya.
 The project is released by Verily, a subsidiary of Alphabet, Google‘s holding company and US
scientists.
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 For 20 weeks, the company plans to release a million of the sterile, non-biting male mosquitoes in
two neighbourhoods in Fresno county.
 The male mosquitoes are bred and infected with Wolbachia, a bacterium that is naturally found in
at least 40% of all insect species. The bacterium used to sterilise mosquitoes ―is not known‖ to
infect humans.
 In a phenomenon called cytoplasmic incompatibility, matings between Wolbachia-infected males
and uninfected females result in embryo lethality or low hatch rates.
7.6

Sexual Harassment electronic-Box (SHe-Box)

 The Women and Child Development Ministry launched an online complaint management
system — ‗SHe-box‘ (sexual harassment electronic box) — to enable women employees of
the central government to file complaints related to sexual harassment at the workplace.
SHe-Box
 The platform will cater to Central government employees in the beginning and thereafter, its
ambit will be widened to include the private sector as well.
 The platform seeks to ensure ―effective implementation‖ of the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013.
 It is also an effort to provide ―speedier remedy‖ to women facing sexual harassment at the
workplace.
 The portal is an initiative to provide a platform to women working or visiting any office of
Central Government (Central Ministries, Departments, Public Sector Undertakings, Autonomous
Bodies and Institutions etc.) to file complaints related to sexual harassment at workplace under
the SH Act.
 Those who had already filed a written complaint with the concerned Internal Complaint
Committee (ICC) constituted under the SH Act are also eligible to file their complaint through
this portal.
How will it work?
 Once a complaint is submitted to the ‗SHe-Box‘, it will be directly sent to the internal complaints
(ICC) committee of the ministry/ department/ PSU/ autonomous body etc concerned, having
jurisdiction to inquire into the matter.
 The ICC will take action as prescribed under the Act and update the status of the complaint.
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Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013:
 The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013 seeks to protect women from sexual harassment at their place of work.
 This statute superseded the Vishakha Guidelines for prevention of sexual harassment introduced
by the Supreme Court of India.
 Under the Act, which also covers students in schools and colleges as well as patients in hospitals,
employers and local authorities will have to set up grievance committees to investigate all
complaints.
 Employers who fail to comply will be punished with a fine of up to 50,000 rupees.
7.7
World‘s first wind farm
 The world‘s first full—scale floating wind farm is being built off the coast of Scotland in the
North Sea.
 The wind farm, known as Hywind is a trial project which aims to bring power to 20,000 homes.
 The floating wind farm technology will allow wind power to be harvested in waters that are too
deep for the existing bottom—standing turbines particularly installed in shallow waters.
 The turbines in the floating wind farm can operate in water up to a kilometre deep. The power
output is also larger than power generation from current stationary turbines.
7.8

Aarambh app for Road maintenance

 The Union Ministry of Rural Development has launched a mobile app- Aarambh- for road
maintenance.
 It was launched for performance based maintenance contracting and community contracting for
maintenance of rural roads.
 This Mobile Phone App aims at use of GIS based mapping for making road inventories,
condition surveys, and producing cost estimates and other relevant data for preparation and
monitoring of annual road maintenance plans.
 Its usage would greatly enhance the service delivery of the state level institutions in planning and
implementing performance based rural roads maintenance contracts.
7.9
Human antibodies produced in lab for first time
 An international team of scientists has developed a method to rapidly produce specific human
antibodies in the laboratory.
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 The technique could speed the production of antibodies to treat a wide range of diseases and
facilitate the development of new vaccines.
 Antibodies are produced by the body‘s B cells to fight off infections by bacteria, viruses, and
other invasive pathogens.
 When an individual B cell recognizes a specific pathogen-derived ―antigen‖ molecule, it can
proliferate and develop into plasma cells that secrete large amounts of antibody capable of
binding to the antigen and fending off the infection.
 To develop revolutionary technique, researchers had replicated the process of natural production
of antibodies from B cells isolated from patient blood samples in the laboratory to produce
specific antibodies.
 Researchers successfully demonstrated their approach using various bacterial and viral antigens,
including the tetanus toxoid and proteins from several strains of influenza A. In each case, they
were able to produce specific, high-affinity antibodies in just a few days.
 In some of the anti-influenza antibodies generated by the technique were able to neutralise
multiple strains of the virus.
 They were able to generate anti-HIV antibodies from B cells isolated from HIV-free patients.
This approach may help researchers to rapidly generate therapeutic antibodies for the treatment
of infectious diseases and other conditions such as cancer.
7.10

First Two patrol vessels for Navy launched by private shipyard

 Reliance Defence and Engineering Limited (RDEL) launched the first two Naval Offshore
Patrol Vessels (NOPVs) — Shachi and Shruti at their shipyard in Pipavav, Gujarat.
 These two NOPVs are the first warships to be launched by a private sector shipyard in India.
 These ships are part of a five-ships being constructed for the Indian Navy under the P-21 project.
What are NOPVs?
 The NOPVs are primarily patrol ships to undertake surveillance of the country‘s vast Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ).
 They also undertake operational tasks such as anti-piracy patrols, maritime security of offshore
assets, fleet support operations, coastal security operations, and protection of shipping lanes.
 The NOPVs would increase the ocean surveillance and patrolling capabilities of the Indian Navy.
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 The NOPVs are patrol ships and are armed with 76mm Super Rapid Gun Mount (SRGM) system
along with two 30mm AK-630M guns which provide medium range and short range offensive
and defensive capabilities.
 The armament is remotely controlled through an electronic Fire Control System.
 The ships are fitted with diesel engine driven propulsion systems and can deliver speeds upto 25
knots.
 All ship operations are controlled by an intelligent Integrated Platform Management System
which has interfaces for all operational activities onboard the ship.
 RDEL, subsidiary of Reliance Infrastructure is the first private shipyard in India to obtain
defence production licence and sign a contract for defence ships in 2011.
7.11

Glow-in-the-dark shark discovered in the Pacific

 Scientists have discovered a glow-in-the-dark shark species that has an unusually large nose,
weighs a little less than a kilo and measures less than a foot.
 The new species is a member of the lanternshark family, and has been named Etmopterus lailae
 It lives 1,000 feet below the Pacific Ocean off the coast of the northwestern Hawaiian Islands.
 Like other lanternsharks, the Etmopterus lailae is bio-luminescent and the flanks on the bottom
of its belly glow in the dark.
 Some of the other distinctive characteristics include its flank markings that go forward and
backward on their bellies and a naked patch without scales on the underside of its snout.
 This species is very understudied because of its size and the fact that it lives in very deep water.
7.12

policy on the Prevention and Control of haemoglobinopathies in India

 The Union Health and Family Welfare Ministry has recently released a policy on the Prevention
and Control of haemoglobinopathies in India.
 Now, People living with Thalassaemia, sickle cell anaemia and other variant haemoglobins can
look forward to better screening and treatment.
Highlights of the policy
 The policy aims at creating treatment protocol benchmarks, to improve the quality of life of
patients.
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 It is also a guide on prevention and control, which includes antenatal and prenatal testing to
reduce the incidence of live haemoglobin disorder births (currently pegged at 10,000-15,000 live
births a year).
 Using public health
haemoglobinopathies.

awareness

programmes

and

education,

it

highlights

various

 The guidelines include the creation of a national registry to plan future patient services. The
registry will also collect useful data, such as the location of patients to identify areas of high
concentration, ethnicity or other characteristics, age distribution, records of deaths and their
cause.


The guidelines provide
for screening of pregnant
women
during
antenatal
check-up,
pre-marital
counselling at college level and
one-time screening for variant
anaemia in children.
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 The policy is supported by the National Health Mission, Blood Cell and the Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram.
 Thalassaemia and sickle cell anaemia:
 They are caused by errors in the genes responsible for the production of hemoglobin, a substance
composed of a protein (globin) plus an iron molecule (heme) that is responsible for carrying
oxygen within the red blood cell.
 These disorders can cause fatigue, jaundice, and episodes of pain ranging from mild to very
severe.
 They are inherited, and usually both parents must pass on an abnormal gene in order for a child
to have the disease. When this happens, the resulting diseases are serious and, at times, fatal.
In India
Thalassaemia and sickle cell anaemia are the most frequently encountered ‗rare blood
disorders‘ in the country and impose a significant economic burden on families.
7.13

QRSAM

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) developed Quick Reaction Surface
to Air Missile (QRSAM) was recently successfully flight tested from ITR Chandipur, off the
Odisha Coast.
 The QR-SAM weapon system has been jointly developed by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Bharat Electronics Ltd.
 It has been designed to be a quick reaction missile.
 It is an all-weather, network-centric missile system capable of search-on-the-move.
 The missile system can also engage multiple targets within a range of around 30 km with two
vehicle configuration for area air defence.
 It is a truck-mounted missile with a 360° rotatable, electro-mechanically operated, turret-based
launch unit.
 The missile has a strike range of 25 to 30 km and can engage multiple targets. QR-SAM will
complement the existing Akash short range SAM (surface-to-air missile) with a range of 25
kilometres which has already been inducted into the services.
7.14

Sharpest laser can help test Einstein‘s theory

 Scientists have developed the world‘s sharpest laser with record-breaking precision that can help
make optical atomic clocks more precise as well as test Einstein‘s theory of relativity.
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 Ideally, laser light has only one fixed wavelength or frequency. In practice, however, there is
always a certain linewidth. The spectrum of most types of lasers can, however, reach from a few
kHz to a few MHz in width, which is not good enough for numerous experiments requiring high
precision.
 Researchers have now developed a laser with a linewidth of only 10 miliHertz (mHz) — closer to
the ideal laser than ever before.
 This precision is useful for various applications such as optical atomic clocks, precision
spectroscopy, radioastronomy and for testing the theory of relativity.
Laser
 A laser (Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation) is a device that emits light
through a process of optical amplification based on the stimulated emission of electromagnetic
radiation.
 A laser is an unusual light source. It is quite different from a light bulb or a flash light.
 Lasers do not occur in nature.
 One of laser‘s outstanding properties is the excellent coherence of the emitted light.
 Lasers produce a narrow beam of light in which all of the light waves have very similar
wavelengths. The laser‘s light waves travel together with their peaks all lined up, or in phase. This
is why laser beams are very narrow, very bright, and can be focused into a very tiny spot.
Applications of a laser
 Laser light is used in numerous applications in industry, medicine and information technologies.
 Lasers have brought about a real revolution in fields of research and in metrology - or have even
made some new fields possible in the first place.
7.15

IROAF wins Golden Peacock Award for Eco Innovation for the year 2017

 It was awarded for Eco-Innovation for substitution of fossil fuels (Diesel) by environment
friendly CNG in DEMU passenger train services. Use of CNG in Train Sets for passenger
transportation has been done for the first time in the world.
IROAF
 IROAF is a unique organization in the Government space which was established by Ministry of
Railways to explore new environment friendly fuels/ renewable energy and eco- friendly
technologies like substitution of diesel with CNG/LNG in train sets, replacing acetylene/LPG by
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CNG/LNG for metal cutting in Railway Workshops, proliferating and promoting use of BioDiesel in Railway Locomotives etc.
 The organization is a premier single window agency of Indian Railways to work as a knowledge
base and explore and prove out new fuels and technologies for Indian Railways with a view to
being down Indian Railways fuel bill and at the same time achieve a shift towards greener fuels /
renewable energy sources for a sustainable future.
 Golden Peacock Awards
 Golden Peacock Awards, instituted by the Institute Of Directors (IOD), India in 1991, are now
regarded as a benchmark of Corporate Excellence worldwide.
 Golden Peacock awards have become a hallmark of excellence, both locally & globally.
 Based on internationally recognized criteria, the credibility of these awards lies in the transparency
depth & impartiality of the assessment process.
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8. ECOLOGY
8.1


Sensor network to map and predict pollution, effluents in Godavari
A group of U.S. researchers is working on a system to map undulating pollution trends in India‘s
second longest river- River Godavari.

 The exercise is part of a Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation project to support the
programme of the Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) to provide city-wide sanitation
improvements in urban Andhra Pradesh.
 Sensors to monitor river pollution are an emerging technological approach in India.
 Using a mix of methods, including satellite-monitoring, traversing stretches of the river to collect
water samples and using special sensors to measure bacterial and chemical pollution, the
researchers are trying to develop a cost-effective forecast system.
 Through cloud-based data collection and real-time mapping systems, the research and
implementation teams intend to demonstrate the importance and value of detecting and
anticipating pollutants that enter the river in the form of human waste, organic materials, and
chemical contaminants.
Objectives of the project:
 The long-term objective is to be able to inform State officials and citizens of a probable spike in,
say, levels of dangerous microbes or effluents, similar to weather and air pollution forecasts.
 Also, it is to be able to access ―raw data‖ that could be used to inform the efficacy of a proposed
faecal sludge treatment plant and whether behavioural interventions — including incentives or
punishments — to restrict activities that pollute the river could actually work.
Godavari River:
 The Godavari is the second longest river in India after the river Ganges having its source at
Triambakeshwar, Maharashtra.
 It starts in Maharashtra and flows east for 1,465 kilometres (910 mi) emptying into Bay of Bengal
draining the Indian states Maharashtra (48.6%), Telangana (18.8%), Andhra Pradesh (4.5%),
Chhattisgarh (10.9%), Madhya Pradesh (10.0%), Odisha (5.7%), Karnataka (1.4%) and
Puducherry (Yanam) through its extensive network of tributaries.
 Measuring up to 312,812 km, it forms one of the largest river basins in the Indian subcontinent,
with only the Ganges and Indus rivers having a drainage basin larger than it in India.
 In terms of length, catchment area and discharge, the Godavari river is the largest in peninsular
India and had been dubbed as the ‗Dakshina Ganga‘ – the South Ganges river.
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 The major tributaries of the river can be classified as the left bank tributaries which include the
Purna, Pranhita, Indravati and Sabari River covering nearly 59.7% of the total catchment area of
the basin and the right bank tributaries Pravara, Manjira, Manair together contributing 16.1% of
the basin.
 Pranhita is the largest tributary covering about 34% of its drainage basin.
 The Coringa mangrove forests in the Godavari delta are the second largest mangrove
formation in the country. Part of this has been declared as the Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary,
renowned for reptiles.
8.2

Earth facing sixth mass extinction: study

 According to research, a ―biological annihilation‖ of wildlife in recent decades means a sixth mass
extinction in Earth‘s history is under way and is more severe than previously feared.
Factors behind the loss
 The main drivers of wildlife decline are habitat loss, overconsumption, pollution, invasive species,
disease, as well as poaching in the case of tigers, elephants, rhinos and other large animals prized
for their body parts.
 Climate change is poised to become a major threat in the coming decades.
Highlights of the study:
 Globally, the mass die-off — deemed to be the sixth in the last half-billion years — is the worst
since three-quarters of life on the Earth, including the non-avian dinosaurs, were wiped out 66
million years ago by a giant meteor impact. On an average, two vertebrate species disappear every
year.
 More than 30% of animals with a backbone — fish, birds, amphibians, reptiles and mammals —
are declining in both range and population.
 The mammal species that were monitored have lost at least a third of their original habitat. 40%
of them — including rhinos, orangutans, gorillas and many big cats — are surviving on 20% or
less of the land they once roamed. The loss of biodiversity has recently accelerated.
 Several species of mammals that were relatively safe one or two decades ago are now endangered,
including cheetahs, lions and giraffes. There are as few as 20,000 lions left in the wild, less than
7,000 cheetahs, 500 to 1,000 giant pandas, and about 250 Sumatran rhinoceros.
 Tropical regions have seen the highest number of declining species. In South and Southeast Asia,
large-bodied species of mammals have lost more than four-fifths of their historical ranges.
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 While fewer species are disappearing in temperate zones, the percentage is just as high or higher.
 As many as half of the number of animals that once shared our planet are no longer here, a loss
described as ―a massive erosion of the greatest biological diversity in the history of Earth‖.
8.3

SC stays Uttarakhand HC order on Ganga, Yamuna living entity status

 The Supreme Court stayed the controversial Uttarakhand High Court order declaring Ganga,
Yamuna and their tributaries as living entities.
Background:
 In March 2017, the Uttarakhand High Court in its verdict held that the rights of the two major
rivers ―shall be equivalent to the rights of human beings and the injury/harm caused to these
bodies shall be treated as harm/injury caused to the human beings.‖
 The order issued in exercise of parens patrie (authority regarded as legal protector of citizens who
are unable to protect themselves) jurisdiction said ―the rivers Ganga and Yamuna, all their
tributaries, streams, every natural water flowing with flow continuously or intermittently of these
rivers, are declared as juristic/legal persons/living entities having the status of a legal person with
all corresponding rights, duties and liabilities of a living person in order to preserve and conserve
river Ganga and Yamuna‖.
 It also declared the Director of the Namami Gange project, the Chief Secretary of Uttarakhand
and the Advocate General of the state ―loco parents‖ — the human faces to protect, conserve
and preserve the rivers and their tributaries.
 These officers were bound to uphold the status of the rivers Ganges and Yamuna and also to
promote the health and well-being of these rivers.
Problems created by the order:
 The order had put the state government in a quandary. Since the rivers flow through several
states, only the Centre could frame rules for their management.
 The ruling also raised questions like whether the victim of a flood in the rivers can sue the state
for damages and also about whether the state and its officers will be liable in case of pollution in
the rivers in another state through which it flows.
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8.4
Environment Ministry Approves Projects for Climate Change Adaptation in Three
States
 The Environment Ministry approved three projects for climate change adaptation in three states
i.e. Rajasthan, Gujarat and Sikkim for funding under the National Adaptation Fund for Climate
Change (NAFCC).
 In this regard, the National Steering Committee on Climate Change (NSCCC) headed by
Environment Secretary has approved the Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) submitted by these
three state governments.
Approved projects
 In Rajasthan, the project builds on work carried out under Phase I of the Mukhya Mantri Jal
Swavlamban Abhiyan to enhance the adaptive capacity of villages by making them self-reliant in
terms of water requirement.
 In Gujarat, the project seeks to enhance the adaptive capacity of natural resource dependent
communities to climate change in targeted villages of Kachchh district.
 In Sikkim, the project aims to address the issue of water security which are directly identified as
climate resilience building interventions under the SAPCC.
NAFCC
 Launched in 2015, the National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC) is a flagship
Scheme of Union Government, which provides 100 per cent grant to the State
Governments for implementing climate change adaptation projects.
 The Scheme is designed to fulfil the objectives of National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) and to operationalize the State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCCs).
 The projects address vulnerabilities in climate sensitive sectors like agriculture, animal husbandry,
water, forests and coasts among others.
 The project outcomes are expected to increase resilience and adaptive capacity of vulnerable
communities and ecosystems against climate change impacts.
 Under this scheme, Union Government is encouraging States to come up with innovative and
scalable projects to develop resilience against climate change and mainstream it in the planning
processes.
 During the two year period, 21 projects were approved at a total cost of Rs. 435.72 crore.
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Castor oil can reduce soil pollution

 According to a study conducted by Indian researchers, castor oil can prove useful in fighting a
major problem of soil pollution.
 Castor seed plant has been observed growing in areas where the soil is highly polluted, including
in areas where mining is carried out.
 Castor plants growing in these areas absorb toxic heavy metals such as lead from soil.
 Hence, Castor bean plants can be grown in such polluted lands and over a period of time the
levels of heavy metals can be reduced in the soil.
 Castor plant has also been observed to accelerate the remediation of polluted soils due to
presence of some chemicals in them known as chelators which enhances the capability of castor
bean plant to accumulate heavy metals.
 The latest study highlights how castor bean plants can prove a boon in remediation of areas in
and around Hyderabad where soil is highly polluted with heavy metals due to industrial pollution.
 Castor oil also known as ‗Arandi ka tel‘ in Hindi and ‗Amudham‘ in Telugu has been an age-old
home remedy for a variety of ailments in India.
 Castor seed plant is known to be one of the most sturdiest plants.
8.6

NGT directs Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh to submit guidelines on forest fire

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh
governments to submit the national forest fire prevention and control guidelines.
 The court has also asked both the state governments to inform it about the total number of
forest fires till date starting from 2016.
 The tribunal had earlier directed the states to submit crisis management plan for prevention and
control of forest fires to the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF).
 In Himachal Pradesh during 2016-17, there were 1,545 forest fires which affected 13,069 hectare
causing loss of Rs 1.53 crore, whereas, in 2015-16, there were 672 fire incidents which caused
harm in 5,749.95 hectare area causing loss of Rs 1.34 crore.
Forest Fires in India:
 As per the latest state of forests report of the Forest Survey of India the actual forest cover of
India is 19.27% of the geographic area, corresponding to 63.3 million ha.
 The Forest Survey of India, data on forest fire attribute around 50% of the forest areas as fire
prone. This does not mean that country‘s 50% area is affected by fires annually. Very heavy,
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heavy and frequent forest fire damages are noticed only over 0.8%, 0.14% and 5.16% of the
forest areas respectively. Thus, only 6.17% of the forests are prone to severe fire damage.
 The bulk of forest fires in India occurs in the tropical dry forests of our country, an umbrella
category encompassing scrub, savanna grassland, dry and moist-deciduous forests. Almost 70%
of forests in India are composed of these types.
 This is mainly because during the dry season, the forests shed their leaves and allow the
development of fuel at the surface of forests.
 Forests in India are also burnt for economic reasons. For example, Forest grazing is one of the
important sources of income for many people.
 Burning of forests at the peak of dry seasons helps to stimulate grass growth before monsoon
rains. This is one reason of intentional forest fires in some parts of India.
 Similarly, collection of non-wood forest products is also one of the reasons of burning. The
surface fire would remove the litter and freshly fallen fruits would become visible to collect.
8.7

Nine more bird, biodiversity areas in Kerala

 Nine more locations in Kerala have been identified as Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas
(IBAs).
 The new list was released by the Bombay Natural History Society, a partner of BirdLife
International, in its recent publication, Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas in India Priority
sites for conservation.
 With the latest addition, Kerala now has 33 IBAs.
 Kerala IBAs are home to three critically endangered species — Whiterumped Vulture, Indian
Vulture, and Red-headed Vulture.
Newly identified IBAs of Kerala
 The newly identified IBAs of Kerala are Achencoil Forest Division; Anamudi Shola National
Park; Camel‘s Hump Mountain, Wayanad; Kurinjimala Wildlife Sanctuary; Malayattoor Reserve
Forest; Mankulam Forest Division; Mathikettan Shola National Park; Muthikulam-Siruvani; and
Pampadum Shola National Park.
What are IBAs?
 The IBAs are ―places of international significance for the conservation of birds and other
biodiversity‖ and are ―distinct areas amenable to practical conservation action,‖ according to
BirdLife International.
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What if a site is declared an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area?
 Declaring a site as an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area does not ensure that the site gets legal
protection or becomes inaccessible to people.
 Instead BirdLife International encourages national and State governments to recognise the areas
as sites of vital importance for conservation of wildlife and to empower local community-based
conservation initiatives.
Criteria for IBA
 Globally threatened species.
 Restricted-range species.
 Biome-restricted species.
BirdLife International
 BirdLife International (formerly the International Council for Bird Preservation) is a global
partnership of conservation organisations that strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global
biodiversity, working with people towards sustainability in the use of natural resources.
 It is the world‘s largest partnership of conservation organisations, with over 120 partner
organisations.
 BirdLife International publishes a quarterly magazine, World Birdwatch, which contains recent
news and authoritative articles about birds, their habitats, and their conservation around the
world.
 BirdLife International is the official Red List authority for birds, for the International Union for
Conservation of Nature.
BNHS
 Bombay Natural History Society (BHNS) is one of the largest non-governmental organisations in
India engaged in conservation and biodiversity research.
 It was founded on 15 September 1883 and headquartered at Hornbill House, Mumbai.
 It supports many research efforts through grants and publishes the Journal of the Bombay
Natural History Society.
 Department of Science and Technology has designated as a ‗Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation‘.
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Sunderbans steadily losing its famed mangroves

 Data obtained from latest study conducted using remote sensing and GIS for the first time has
offered definite proof that the mangrove forest cover in Indian Sunderbans has been depleting
alarmingly.
Concerns
 From 1986 to 2012, 124.418 sq km or about 5.5% of the mangrove cover of Sunderbans was lost.
Moreover, variable degrees of erosion were also observed in at least 18 islands. The continuation
of this process is a serious ecological threat.
 Total forest cover of the Indian Sunderbans as assessed by remote sensing studies for the year
1986 was about 2,246.839 sq km. It has gradually declined by 2,201.41 sq. km. in 1996, then down
to 2168.914 sq km in 2001 and to 2122.421 sq km in 2012. The loss in the mangrove forest in
the Indian Sunderbans is about 5.5 %.
 The continuation of this process in response to climate change and sea level rise poses a serious
threat to the carbon sequestration potential and other ecosystem services of this mangrove forest
in future.
 The study also highlights a time series of the erosion of at least 18 mangrove forested islands of
the Indian Sunderbans from 1986 to 2012. These islands include Sagar, Gosaba, Dulibhasani,
Dalhousie, Bhangaduni and Jambudwip.
 The mean sea level rise is considered a driving factor for coastal erosion, coastal flooding,
increase in the number of tidal creeks and losing land. The loss land, including mangrove forest is
mainly due to decrease in fresh water flow and sediment supply in the western (Indian) part of
the delta, and the rate of sea level rise is higher than sediment supply. However, the eastern
(Bangladesh) side of the Sunderbans delta is gaining land because of the huge amount of
sediment and water flow from the Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers.
 Critical minimal inflow of freshwater is necessary for the luxuriant growth of mangroves.
Decrease in freshwater inflow results change in mangrove succession where freshwater loving
species of mangroves are replaced by salt-water loving ones. This immediate impact of salinity
will also have negative impact on the fishing community, as commercially sought fish species will
be replaced by fish that does not have as much market value.
Sunderbans
 Sundarbans is a vast mangrove forest in the coastal region of the Bay of Bengal.
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 It covers approximately 10,000 square kilometres of area of which 60% is in Bangladesh with the
remainder in India.
 It is located in the delta region of Padma, Meghna and Brahmaputra river basins.
 It is the largest tidal halophytic mangrove forest in the world.
 In 1997, Sundarban was recognized as UNESCO World Heritage Site.
 In May 1992, it was recognized as a Ramsar Site.
 Sundarban forests are known for its self- Royal Bengal Tiger and other numerous species of
animals, including Chital Deer, Crocodile and Snakes.
8.9

In Telangana, a unique irrigation project

 The execution of the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP) is important for the Telangana
state government.
 The project is claimed to be the costliest irrigation project to be taken up by any State till date
with an estimated cost of Rs. 80,500 crore.
 The project holds the key to the state government‘s promise of providing irrigation facility to one
crore acres of land under all projects/tanks.
 The government has already spent Rs. 10,000 crore on the project, including land acquisition, and
has allocated Rs. 7,000 crore in the current budget, besides tying up a Rs. 7,400 crore loan from a
consortium of banks.
 Notwithstanding its share of controversies, particularly related to land acquisition for the
Mallannasagar reservoir, one of the key components of the project for storage of 50 tmc ft water,
the project is making swift progress.
 The Kaleshwaram project is an off-shoot of the original Pranahitha-Chevella Lift Irrigation
Scheme taken up by the Congress government in 2007 when Andhra Pradesh was not divided.
 After the formation of Telangana in 2014, the TRS government redesigned the project on the
ground that the original plan had too many environmental obstacles and had very low water
storage provision — only about 16.5 tmc ft.
 After conducting a highly advanced Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey for a couple of
months, the government separated the original component serving the Adilabad area as the
Pranahitha project and renamed the rest as Kaleshwaram by redesigning the head works, storage
capacity and the canal system based on the data of availability of water at different locations along
the course of the Godavari and its tributaries.
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 The Kaleshwaram project has provision for the storage of about 148 tmc ft with plans of utilising
180 tmc ft by lifting at least 2 tmc ft water every day for 90 flood days.
 The project is designed to irrigate 7,38,851 hectares (over 18.47 lakh acres) uplands in the
erstwhile districts of Karimnagar, Nizamabad, Warangal, Medak, Nalgonda and Ranga Reddy.
 According to engineers, KLIP has many unique features, including the longest tunnel to
carry water in Asia, running up to 81 km, between the Yellampally barrage and the
Mallannasagar reservoir.
 The project would also utilise the highest capacity pumps, up to 139 MW, in the country to lift
water.
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