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-NITI Aayog has recently launched the National Nutrition Strategy in New Delhi with an aimed at 

Kuposhan Mukt Bharat. It was launched by Leader of the Green Revolution, Dr M S Swaminathan and 

Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog Dr Rajiv Kumar on September 5, 2017. The Nutrition Strategy intends to 

bring nutrition to the centre-stage of the National Development Agenda. It lays the roadmap for targeted 

action to address India‟s nutritional needs. The Nutrition Strategy framework envisages a Kuposhan Mukt 

Bharat – linked to Swachh Bharat and Swasth Bharat. It enables states to make strategic choices, 

through decentralized planning and local innovation, with accountability for nutrition outcomes. 

-The Assam government has recently set up a Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) Cell for implementation of 

DBT across schemes in the Country and to coordinate efforts at the State Level in taking the DBT 

initiative forward with immediate effect. The Chief Secretary will be the chairman of the cell and the 

Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary, Finance Department will be the convenor. The Cell will 

Coordinate with Central Ministries & disseminate the directives to the respective Departments in States. 

It will closely monitor & evaluate the progress of various Departments on DBT related indicators and in 

addition, the Cell will also function as the research unit to explore possibility of using information 

technology for better service delivery across range of Govt. Services in the State. 

- India has bagged a Gold and two Silver medals in the Men‟s Double trap event at the 2017 ISSF World 

Shotgun Championship in Moscow. India won the Gold in the Junior team section of the event with a 

combined score of 401. Ankur Mittal won the Silver in the senior event, while 17-year-old Ahvar Rizvi 

finished second in the junior section. India is now fourth in the medals table with one Gold and two Silver 

medals. Italy is at the top with 11 medals, including 6 Gold. Australia is second, while Russia is third. 

-Bollywood actress Parineeti Chopra has become the first Indian woman ambassador for Tourism 

Australia to encourage Indians to visit the country. She was presented the Friend of Australia (FOA) 

recognition by Australian Consul General Tony Huber for her contribution to promote Australia recently. 

Prior to Chopra, famous chef Sanjeev Kapoor and cricket commentator Harsha Bhogle have been great 

advocates for Australia, encouraging Indians to visit Australia. 

-India will host the 2019 edition of the Commonwealth (Youth, Junior and Senior) Weightlifting 

Championships. It was decided by the Executive Board of Commonwealth Weightlifting Federation to 

allot the 2019 edition of the competitions to India at Gold Coast, Australia. The 2018 edition of the 

tournament is being held at the Gold Coast. 

-Gauri Lankesh, the noted journalist and activists, was shot dead at her Rajarajeshwari Nagar‟s 

residence in Bengaluru, Karnataka on September 5, 2017. She was the editor of popular Kannada 

tabloid Lankesh Patrike founded by her father and well-known writer P Lankesh. Lankesh was also part 

of a panel formed by State government to help surrender Naxals to reform. She was known to be a 

notable social and political commentator and acclaimed for her lifelong support for free speech and 

strong journalistic ethics, her works were popular in all quarters, her critics alike. The state government 

has formed a three team comprising of senior police officer to investigate the crime. AIR correspondent 

reports that killing of senior journalist known for her out spoken views, is being compared with the murder 

of rationalist, liberal thinkers, M M Kulburgi, Pansare and Dabholkar in recent years. Several associations 

of writers and journalists are holding protest in the state demanding immediate arrest of the perpetrators 

of crime. 



-Saikhom Mirabai Chanu and K Sanjita Chanu has recently qualified for 2018 Commonwealth Games 

after winning a gold each in their respective weight categories (48kg & 53kg) at the Commonwealth 

Senior (men & women) weightlifting championships at Gold Coast in Australia. Mirabai lifted 85kg in 

snatch and 104kg in clean & jerk for an overall total of 189kg to finish on top of the podium in women‟s 

48kg weight division. She broke Commonwealth record in snatch event with a lift of 85kg, bettering her 

own record by one kilogram. Meanwhile, Sanjita also bagged the yellow metal in women‟s 53kg with a 

total effort of 195kg and qualified for the Commonwealth Games which would be held at the same venue 

next year. 

-The 2-day event „North East Calling‟ will be organized by the Union government under its Destination 

North East series at India Gate lawns in New Delhi on September 9, 2017. The purpose of the event is to 

promote the art, culture, handicrafts, business and tourism of North East India. The event will showcase 

all activities and products of North-East and the entry for the general public is free. The event will include 

music festival for bands of North-East, Cultural night for dances of North-East and Handloom Demo 

Show presenting the clothes of North-East. 

-The researchers at the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)-National Chemical 

Laboratory in Pune have developed an artificial leaf that absorbs sunlight to generate hydrogen fuel from 

water, an advance that may provide clean energy for powering eco-friendly cars in the future. The device 

consists of semiconductors stacked in a manner to simulate the natural leaf system. When visible light 

strikes the semiconductors, electrons move in one direction, producing electric current. The current 

almost instantaneously splits water into hydrogen – which researchers believe is one of the cleanest 

forms of fuel as its main byproduct is water. 

-The Phawngpui Blue Mountain National Park (PBMNP) is located in the state of Mizoram and covers an 

area of 50 square kilometers. It is the natural home of a wonderful range of birdlife including the rare 

Blyth‟s tragopan, falcon, sunbirds, dark-rumped swift, and Mrs. Hume‟s pheasant, which is the Mizoram 

state bird, and also rare animals like the mountain goat, slow loris, tiger, leopard, leopard cat, serow, 

goral, Asiatic black bear, stump-tailed macaque and capped langur. 

-Jharkhand Governor Draupadi Murmu gave her assent to the Jharkhand Religious Freedom Bill, 2017. 

The state government will now issue notification on the Religious Freedom Bill, after which it will become 

an Act. 

With this Jharkhand, become seventh state in the country to have anti-conversion law. Other six states 

with similar law are Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Himachal 

Pradesh. 

-India and Myanmar have signed 11 Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) in range of sectors, including 

one on maritime security cooperation. 

Signed Agreements are  

MoU on Maritime Security Cooperation  

Cultural Exchange Programme for year 2017-2020  

MoU on Cooperation in Medical Products Regulation 

 MoU on cooperation in the field of Health and medicine  



Technical Agreement for providing Coastal Surveillance System  

Exchange of Letter for Extension of MoU on the establishment of MIIT  

MoU for Upgradation of Women‟s Police Training Centre at Yamethin, Myanmar  

MoU for Sharing White Shipping Information between Indian Navy and Myanmar Navy  

MoU in the field of elections between Election Commission of India and Election Commission of 

Myanmar 

 Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation between Press Council of India and Myanmar Press 

Council  

Exchange of Letter for Extension of MoU on establishment of India-Myanmar Centre for Enhancement of 

IT-Skill. 

-The Union Ministry of Human Resource and Development (HRD) has launched Diksha Portal 

(diksha.gov.in) for providing digital platform to teacher to make their lifestyle more digital.  

It will serve as National Digital Infrastructure for Teachers. Through this portal, all teachers across nation 

will be equipped with advanced digital technology. 

-National Highway Authority of India was awarded its First International Project in Myanmar to Punj 

Lloyd-Varaha  

-219 teachers were honoured with the national awards on the occasion of Teachers Day  

-N Baijendra Kumar took charge as National Mineral Development Corporation CMD   

-Solar storms may have caused beaching of whales-scientists 

-US President Donald Trump has scrapped an amnesty programme introduced during Obama‟s term that 

granted work permits to immigrants who arrived in the country illegally as Children. The move is likely to 

impact over 800,000 undocumented workers including more than 7000 Indian-Americans. The 

announcement was made by US Attorney General Jeff Sessions, who said that the programme known 

as DACA (Deferred Action for Children Arrival) that was effectuated under the Obama Administration is 

being withdrawn. 

 

-The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization (UNESCO) in Sepetmebr 2017 

announced the winners of 2017 edition of the UNESCO Prize for Girl‟s and Women‟s Education. 

UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova announced the names of the two laureates from Peru and 

Thailand recommended by an International Jury. Each of the two organisations was honoured with the 

prize money of USD 50000 at an official ceremony held in Xiamen, People‟s Republic of China. 

 

-Fincare Small Finance Bank (previously known as Disha Microfin Limited) this started its banking 

operations with about 25 operational branches across Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra 

Pradesh. The bank was given final small finance bank (SFB) licence from the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) in May this year. On the day of its launch, the bank raised over Rs. 225 crore of deposits from its 

about 1000-odd depositors. The bank aims to be digitally driven, rural and semi-urban bank, focusing on 

the priority sectors and retail segments of micro and small enterprises. 



-ICICI Lombard General Insurance Company has got SEBI's go-ahead for its estimated Rs. 6,000 crore 

IPO, which could be the first by a general insurer in the country. Two State-run general insurers -General 

Insurance Corp of India and New India Assurance Company - as also two life insurance firms (SBI Life 

and HDFC Standard Life) have also lined up IPO plans and are awaiting SEBI's go-ahead for their 

respective draft papers. 

-Larsen & Toubro, the country's largest engineering firm, has received green nod for expansion of its 

Powai residential and IT tower projects in Mumbai that will entail an investment of Rs 1,102 crore. The 

company had received environment clearance (EC) for construction of three wings of IT towers in a total 

area of 1,49,618.70 sq m. 

-External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj arrived in Russian port city of Vladivostok on a three-day visit 
to attend the third Eastern Economic Forum which will deliberate on pressing issues relating to global 
trade. She holds bilateral talks with her Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov during which various issues 
relating to trade, investment, and defense cooperation. The Eastern Economic Forum is considered as 
the biggest international communication platform for cooperation between businesses leaders and senior 
government representatives from Russia, the Pacific Region and the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). 

-India handed over an off-shore patrol vessel, Varuna, to Sri Lanka as a part of stepping up co-operation 
between the two coast guards.The ship (Varuna) was decommissionedwith traditional honours on August 
23 to facilitate the handing over at Kochi. 

-Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), under Ministry of Power, Government of India has launched 
UJALA (Unnat Jyoti by Affordable Lighting for All) Scheme in the State of Melaka, Malaysia on 6th of 
Sept. 2017.The Scheme was launched by Chief Minister of Melaka Idris Haron.UJALA‟s impact in 
Malaysia will bring about clean energy, contribute to climate change targets and save the already 
dwindling energy resources. 

-State Bank of India (SBI) is the latest to get smitten by the Artificial Intelligence and Automation. They 
have launched their first ever chatbot called SBI Intelligent Assistant or SIA, which would be powered by 
AI, and designed to assist customers. This special chatbot has been created & developed by Allincall, 
which is a startup from Mumbai, and backed by startup cell of IIT Bombay. 

-Banks without Aadhaar enrolment centres face Rs.20,000 fine from October 
On 5th September 2017, Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) CEO Mr.Ajay Bhushan Pandey 
said that the UIDAI has given banks one more month to open Aadhaar enrolment centres in a stipulated 
10 per cent of branches and will impose Rs.20,000 as fine per uncovered branch after 30th September 
2017. 

-HCL acquires UK-based data management platform Datawave  

On 5th September 2017, HCL Technologies announced the acquisition of automation–driven data 
management platform Datawave to accelerate data integration and migration for their clients.HCL has 
announced that it has agreed to buy Datawave a business unit of ETL Factory Limited, a UK–based 
company. 

-The Ministry of Coal has appointed Gopal Singh as CMD, Central Coalfields Ltd (CCL), additional 
charge as CMD of Coal India Ltd.Singh has taken charge effective from 1st September 2017.He has 
replaced Sutirtha Bhattacharya on attaining superannuation effective August 31, 2017. 



-WhatsApp is launching a new app to help businesses communicate with their customers announced on 
6thsept 2017.WhatsApp Business gives users a verified green checkmark badge next to their 
names.Secondly, businesses will be able to create a company profile with information such as address, 
business hours, description of product or service offered. 

-According to the Commerce Ministry, Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 
Authority(APEDA) has developed a mobile app “Hortinet” for farmers to facilitate registration, testing and 
certification of certain fruits and vegetables.The app “Hortinet” is an integrated traceability system 
developed by APEDA for providing internet-based services to the stakeholders. 

 

 

 

 

 


