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- The Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi inaugurated the
3rd annual „Women of India Organic Festival‟ at Dilli Haat (INA). Women, Traveled to Delhi from
remotest parts of the country to showcase their unique merchandise to the people of Delhi and
surrounding areas. With the theme „Good for Women; Good for India; Good for you‟, the Ministry intends
to highlight the health and environmental advantages of organic goods, provide a platform for women
engaged in it and boost the development of sustainable and easily accessible sales outlets for women
producers from the remotest corners of India.
- Austria‟s law banning face veils such as burkhas or niqabs has come into effect. According to the
government, acceptance and respect of Austrian values are basic conditions for successful cohabitation
between the majority Austrian population and people from third countries living in Austria. Exemptions
under certain conditions include items like clown disguises at cultural events, work wear such as medical
masks, and scarves in cold weather. There are around 7 lakh Muslims in Austria.
- Iran has embargoed exports and imports of fuel products to Iraqi Kurdistan in response to its
controversial independence referendum. Iran strongly opposes independence for the Iraqi Kurds, fearing
it will provoke separatists among its own Kurdish population. Gas oil is one of Iran‟s main exports to the
autonomous Kurdistan region, which imported 110 million liters of it from Iran last year. Iran is one of the
main exporters of fuel products to Kurdistan.
- India has sharply increased its exposure to US government securities with holdings worth $135.7
billion. Neighbouring China continued to top the charts withholding to the tune of $1.166 trillion, followed
by Japan with exposure worth $1.113 trillion. India is the 12th largest holder of US government securities
just behind Saudi Arabia.
-On 14th December 1990, the United Nations General Assembly (by resolution 45/106) designated 1
October the International Day of Older Persons. This was preceded by initiatives such as the Vienna
International Plan of Action on Ageing – which was adopted by the 1982 World Assembly on Ageing –
and endorsed later that year by the UN General Assembly. In 1991, the General Assembly (by resolution
46/91) adopted the United Nations Principles for Older Persons. The theme of the International Day of
Older Persons 2017 is “Stepping into the Future: Tapping the Talents, Contributions and Participation of
Older Persons in Society”.
- World Vegetarian Day is observed annually on October 1. The day brings global attention to the health
and environmental benefits of vegetarianism and focuses on the ethics of following a vegetarian lifestyle.
World Vegetarian Day initiates the month of October as Vegetarian Awareness Month, which ends with
November 1, World Vegan Day, as the end of that month of celebration.
- India has opened 2 immigration check posts along the borders with Myanmar & Bangladesh. Zorinpui
check post of Mizoram has been authorised as immigration check post for entry into or exit from India for
all passengers to or from Myanmar. Kawrpuichhuah post of Mizoram has been authorised as immigration
check post for entry into or exit from India for all passengers to or from Bangladesh.
- Russia & China were among 9 countries suspended from weightlifting for a year in an attempt to
combat an epidemic of doping. The decision by International Weightlifting Federation followed re-testing
of anti-doping samples from 2008 & 2012 Olympics. Countries with at least 3 doping offenses from those
Olympics were suspended. Russia was also banned from weightlifting event at 2016 Olympics in Rio
- Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated „Pratham-Shyok‟ bridge in Leh that will connect Leh
to Karakoram in north eastern Ladakh. The Defence Minister on her two-day-visit to Jammu and

Kashmir, also visited forward locations of Leh, Ladakh and Siachen, reviewed the security situation in the
regions, and interacted with the soldiers.
- Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched „Single Click Pension Delivery‟
scheme, wherein the money will go directly into the account of the beneficiaries. More than 35 lakh
people of the state will be benefitted from this move. Chauhan also honoured the elderly who completed
the age of 100 years with the “Shataayu” award.
- The United Arab Emirates has begun collecting new “sin” taxes on tobacco products, energy drinks and
soft drinks. Beginning October 1, tobacco and energy drinks will be taxed at 100 per cent and soft drinks
at 50 per cent. All six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council have agreed to begin collecting so-called
VAT taxes, though others may begin later than January. The GCC includes Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
- A Ghana-based Indian entrepreneur has won a prestigious business award in the UK for his efforts to
bring innovative IT solutions to Africa. Birendra Sasmal, CEO of Subah, bagged the International
Business Person of the Year at the Asian Achievers Awards in London for turning the company into a
thriving IT, telecoms and manufacturing success story with operations across West Africa.

