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CHENGDU: The Sultanate,

Observer su > : ;) 55 a3
YAV gt V£ 1yl

Tourism Mlmstry at WTO meet

represented by the Ministry of
Tourism, is currently participating
in the 22nd session of the General
Assembly of the World Tourism
Organization (WTO), the meeting
of the Middle East Committee and
the Committee on Tourism and
Sustainability held in Chinese City of

Chengdu.
Ahmed bin Nasser al Mehrzi,
Minister of Tourism, leads the

Sultanate’s delegation participating in
these meetings.

The Ministry has been keen to
participate in the meetings of the
General Assembly to meet with its
counterparts from the outside world in
order to strengthen bilateral relations
in tourism and achieving sustainable
development, its ability to achieve a
diversified economy, preserve cultural
heritage while preserving biodiversity

and supporting efforts, through which
international bodies seek to develop
in the tourism sector.

The agenda of the session for the
year includes different provisions
for serving the tourism sector in all
Member States of the Organisation,
including the approval of the

guidelines for the adoption of the
draft WTO to monitor the application
of tourism ethics, the presentation
of the relevant committee’s report
thereon, the appointment of an ad hoc
committee to finalise the draft, and
the selection of the world committee
on tourism etiquette. — ONA
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Oman heritage to go on show at global maritime event in France

KABEER YOUSUF
MUSCAT, SEPT 20:

A vivid image of the Sultanates rich
maritime heritage and culture will be
on focus at the International Maritime
Exhibition in La Rochelle, France,
from September 27 to October 3,
where the Ministry of Tourism will
be representing the country in the
capacity of a ‘Guest of Honour’.

For seven days, the port city
of La Rochelle will be the melting
pot of diverse seafaring cultures
and traditions as a cross-section
of countries, represented by their
respective maritime and tourism
ministries and experts in tourism

as well as maritime heritage, will be
sharing the podium with each other.

“The Sultanate will be specially
featured at the International Maritime
Exhibition as Oman has been chosen
to be the ‘Guest of Honour] a
spokesperson from the Ministry of
Tourism said.

Five annual international

exhibitions specialising in marine boat
show and marketing services along
with water tourism activities will be on
display.

The  International ~ Maritime
Organization (IMO) in the French
city of La Rochelle has allocated an
area of 700 square metres for the
Omani Ministry of Tourism to build

the largest pavilion at the World Expo
where a replica of Omani maritime
heritage will be recreated.

The exhibition, with a participation
of more than 800 exhibitors from over
30 countries, is a major platform in
the marine tourism sector for each
promotion will detail what is new and
distinguished in the world of leisure
navigation to an audience of more
than 90,000 visitors from different
countries of the world. These 800
exhibitors, specialised in marine
products, services and activities, will
showcase their luxury yachts to the
high networth individuals from across
the world.

“Omani pavilion will be divided
into eight sub sections said the
spokesperson.

“While the first booth will
showcase our public and private
partnership scenario, the second
will provide information on tourist
destinations. The third will make a
visual presentation on the blessed
Renaissance of the country and
cultural elements of the environment
and Omani society,” he said.

The fourth section will host art
and cultural performances while the
fifth section is dedicated to providing
Omani hospitality and giving visitors
a chance to taste traditional ‘kahwa,

dates and Omani sweets.

The sixth and seventh sections
are dedicated to a mini exhibition
on traditional craft industries and
Omani photo exhibition respectively.
The photo exhibition pavilion will
showcase some of the excellent
creations of local photographers and
some artists and calligraphers in
action.

“The eighth pavilion is dedicated to
the traditional performing arts where
authentic Omani music will be played
live and dances showcased. Visitors
will be in for a true slice of Omani
lifestyle, seafaring dances and songs
transcending them to a bygone era.”
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NEPALESE EMBASSY CELEBRATES ITS NATIONAL DAY IN MUSCAT
e ———

Nepalese Embassy celebrates its National Day in Muscat

MUSCAT - The Embassy of Nepal in Muscat organised a reception to celebrate its
National Day, at Grand Hyatt Muscat last week.

The programme began with the national anthems of Oman and Nepal, stated a press
release. Welcoming the invited guests, H E Sarmila Parajuli Dhakal, Nepalese
Ambassador to the sultanate, highlighted the salient features of the constitution of Nepal
such as federalism, inclusive administration, gender equality, multi-party democracy,
independence of judiciary, rule of law, democracy and development.

While speaking about Nepal-Oman relations, H E Sarmila expressed her confidence
that in the days ahead bilateral relations will grow stronger to the mutual satisfaction of
both the countries and people.

The ambassador extended her best wishes to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said for
his personal health, happiness and well-being as well as continued peace and
prosperity to the people of the sultanate.

She urged all guests to visit Nepal. After the speech, Guest of Honour H E Ahmed bin
Nasser bin Hamad al Mehrzi, Minister of Tourism, and H E Sarmila jointly cut the
ceremonial cake.
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214 cruise ships to call on Sultanate’s ports

KABEER YOUSUF
MUSCAT, SEPT 24

Cruise tourism in Oman is poised
for a windfall with some 214 ships
set to call on its three ports of Port
Sultan Qaboos (PSQ), Khasab and
Salalah.

The country is expected to see
a 10-15 per cent increase in the
number of vessels in the upcoming
season.

A statement from the Ministry
of Tourism says 152 cruise ships
will visit Port Sultan Qaboos
between October this year and
June 2018.

Khasab will host 36 luxury
vessels with 11 ships in December
alone, while Salalah will receive
26 extravagant moving palaces

i
b

Oman is expected to see a 10-15 per
cent increase in the number of vessels.

r
a.’

with a maximum of eight ships in
November.

“Weareforeseeinga phenomenal
growth in cruise tourism with
nearly 214 cruise liners scheduled
to visit Oman’s different ports,” said
a statement from the ministry.

“This will have an enormous
effect on the economy, with people
spending days in the country,” the
statement added.

Oman’s cruise season begins in
September-October and goes on
until May-June.

Until September 10 this year,
Oman had received 164,000
visitors from cruise liners (46,000
visitors in January alone) against
217,000 in the previous season.

TURNTOPS

Cruise tourism to see w1ndfall

FROM PAGE 1

Of these visitors, 88 per cent were Europeans, of which 27 per
cent were Germans.

The ministry has lined up entertainment activities along
with cruises on traditional dhows, a range of sporting activities,
diving, surfing and the like at various ports.

“Oman has seen a remarkable growth in cruise tourism, a
trend that the Ministry of Tourism aims to promote and grow.
We are coordinating with all stakeholders,” Salim Adi al Mamari,
Director-General of Tourism Promotion, had said earlier.

Some of the global cruise liners visiting Oman include
Costa Cruises, Aida Cruises, MSC Cruises, TUI Cruises, Royal
Caribbean Cruises, P&O Cruises and cruise lines operated by
Carnival UK.

Fred Olsen Cruise Lines, a UK-based and Norwegian-owned
cruise shipping line, has included Omani ports in its itinerary for
the upcoming season.

“We are expecting more vessels to call at our ports. We welcome
more international cruise visitors to Oman waters in the days
to come,” Mohammed Ali A Amir Sultan, Director, Shipping/
Investments at W] Towell and Co LLC, told the Observer.

“We, at WSS (Oman), are excited to take part in the cruise
liners boom in Oman. We are overwhelmed to welcome our
ships to Oman ports for the winter cruising season,” said Aju
A Thomas, General Manager, Wilhelmsen Towell Co LLC
(Wilhelmsen Ships Service) Oman.
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Leopard trail run
from Thursday

Arabian Leopard Challenge -~
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The event will be one-
of-a-kind experience
for all the participants

Times News Service

MUSCAT: To raise awareness
ahou!: the critically endangered
Ambl_an Leopard, the Ministry of
Tgunsm (MoT), in collaboration
‘.ngth Husaak Adventures, is organ-
Ising a 50 kilometre (km) nature
run/hiking challenge fro;
SemmberzsmSeptemh?gr 30. &
und 120 partic
Gulf Cooperati:n Cmmcﬂbmu(é.gxcl;
countries are expected to take part

in the 50km walk/trek, according
to MoT.

“This 50km journey will begin
from the top of Jebel Samhan, a
mountain that rises dramatically

to more than a 1,000 metres above

the sea level, to the Indian Ocean,”
organisers said.

Dhofar is looking to become an
adventure tourism destination as
this region is famed for its wildlife
and the high mountains. “The first
Arabian Leopard Challenge will be
one-of-a-kind experience for all,”
said Ali Husain, founder, Husaak
Adventures. Y

Opportunity :
The trek will also provide an o
portunity for participants to learn
about unique ecosystems along the
path, in addition to experiencing
the ?ﬁ;q:e Jelt:ieli culture, and see
one ‘world’s largest holes.
'ththarw: are a @%ﬁﬁva

the beauty of nature at your own
pace, this will be a fun experience
for all. This is a chance for people
ofall ages and fitness levels to run/
walk down Jebal Samhan at their
own speed with the presence of ex-
perienced Husaak guides and their
medical support,” organisers said.

- “This event is open to everyone,

regardless of their fitness level.

You can be a super athlete aiming

for the full 50 km run or a nature

lover, who wants to walk and take

~ photos. There are exit points every

5 km,” they said.

The Jabal Samhan Nature Re-
serve is a nature reserve in Dhofar.

It has an area of 4,500 square
kilometres (1,700 sq. miles) and
has no permanent population. It
is one of the last places with wild
Arabian leopards. “Experts will
also teach the participants about

T ti-
tor looking for a unique challoy
or abeginner lo:mwmm ;

the Arabian leopard,” Husain said.
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