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Language, Control, Production, Sex... 

 



THE REGULATION OF SOCIETY 



Is it our right or their right??? 

 

Winston Smith is a member of the Outer Party. He works in the Records Department in the 

Ministry of Truth, rewriting and distorting history. To escape Big Brother's tyranny, at 

least inside his own mind, Winston begins a diary — an act punishable by death.  And that is 

merely the beginning… 

 

Totalitarianism.  In writing 1984, George Orwell’s main goal was to warn of the serious danger totalitarianism

poses to society.  Orwell was a Socialist and believed strongly in the potential for rebellion to advance society,

yet too often he witnessed such rebellions go wrong and develop into totalitarian rule.  This allegorical novel

draws connections to today’s society within the United States.  Are there seeds of totalitarianism in the United

States today?  Is that even possible in a Democratic Republic??



THE FOLLOWING PROJECT IS DUE THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9! 

 



❖ Supplemental Reading Titles:

➢ Stop and Frisk: Right and Wrong

➢ I am Very Real: Control of Information

➢ Why Do People Follow the Crowd: Why Humans Readily Conform

➢ Total Control in North Korea: Totalitarianism, Does it Work?

➢ Asch Experiment: Individual Opinions Influenced by the Group

➢ The Daisy Girl Ad: Propaganda to Persuade

➢ Allegory of the Cave: Knowledge in Society and the Human Soul

❖ In a small group, you will select one of the titles above.  Each topic comes with a supplemental piece of

reading.  You will align the reading with 1984 and create a presentation addressing the issue, 1984, and

the United States today.

❖ After reading 1984 and the supplemental reading, the group will choose a topic they feel is worth

discussing and impacts a greater audience.  Potential topics include but are not limited to:

➢ Government Surveillance

➢ Civil Disobedience

➢ The Constitution: Archaic or Relevant?

➢ The Importance of Voting

➢ Bill of Rights: What They Mean Today

➢ The Citizen’s Right to Challenge Power

➢ Teaching U.S. Government in our Schools

➢ Is It Human Nature to Conform?

➢ Free Speech



❖ GROUP PROJECT OPTIONS. Each group will complete one of the following options.

Each of the following needs to incorporate/reference/cite The Constitution, 1984, concepts of Federalism, and

the supplemental reading your group chose.

➢ Ted Talk

■ Each group must film their own version of a Ted Talk to present their findings, their

correlations, and their overall assessment.  The Ted Talk must include make direct

connections from 1984 and your chosen supplemental readings to your chosen topic

■ Ted Talk Requirements

● 10-15 minutes in length

● Professional and compelling

◆ Must include visuals

◆ Must include evidence/data/connections

◆ Examples

● Uploaded to youtube

● Youtube link submitted into schoology

➢ Podcast

■ Each group must record 2 episodes to present their findings, their correlations, and their

overall assessment.  The podcast must include make direct connections from 1984 and

your chosen supplemental readings to your chosen topic

■ Podcast

● At least two episodes: 8-10 minutes in length

● Must interview 2-3 different people (alive or dead, fictional or real)

● Must include evidence/data/connections

➢ Other

■ Now that you have an idea of what this assignment is about, do you have another idea?  If

so, run it by Ms. G for approval

❖ INDIVIDUAL TASK

➢ Each student needs to view/listen to/interact with each of the other groups’ projects

■ Demonstrate engagement through well thought out comments on link

● Comments must be respectful, thought provoking, and connected to being

inquisitive

■ Watch/listen and then make a thought provoking/reflective post/response

■ Respond to at least 3 others’ thought provoking/reflective post/response

➢ Any inappropriate/negative/derogatory comments will result in failing the assignment



RUBRIC 

1. Content Requirement #1: Connections (x2 = 40 points possible)

a. Must make strong connections to concepts and themes from 1984
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b. Must make strong connections to concepts and themes from chosen supplemental reading
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c. Must make strong connections and references to The Constitution
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d. Must make strong connections to themes of Federalism
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2. Content Requirement #2: Thought Provoking (35 points possible)

a. The content leads the audience into critical thinking of the current United States

government and stirs positive conversation. (x3)
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b. The content goes beneath the surface level and demonstrates well thought out argument

articulation. (x2)
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c. The content serves a greater good for awareness and future action.
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d. The content provides a “call to action” for voters and future voters.
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3. Expectations (10 points possible)

a. Ted Talk/podcasts meet the above requirements and expectations for length
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b. Ted Talk/podcasts include required elements
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4. Discussion Forum

a. Student responds to each Ted Talk/podcast with a 3-5 sentence response that clearly

demonstrates the student watched/listened and thought critically of its contents.
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b. Student responses are professional and thought provoking.
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c. Student continues the conversation on at least 2 projects.
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