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File preview

NICE PEOPLE

a loving homage to the farce



by

Alosha Robinson



Play Synopsis:

Nice People is a frantic and fun-lovin' homage to the charming

monotony of theatre’s great body of farces. As an enthusiastic

philanderer fights to win back the heart of his estranged wife,

his friends, flames, and employees all be become hopelessly

tangled in the self-serving narcissism of their farcical

universe.

Meanwhile,

one

milque-toast

idealist

searches

desperately for humanity in a world full of lies, violence, and

the endless pursuit of self-gratification.



Author’s Note:







I searched on Google and found some synonyms for “farce”.



“mockery, travesty, absurdity, sham, pretense,

masquerade, charade, joke, waste of time, shambles”



Setting:

Each scene alternates between the Harkin household and the office

Danny manages.



Cast of Characters:

Danny Harkin:

Charismatic, yet fragile ego-maniac who wants nothing in life but to be loved

by everyone as much as he loves himself. Has an energetic but tenuous grasp of

the English language. Male.



Melinda Harkin:

Terribly intelligent and violently emotional. Dabbles in mythological fantasies

and existentialism. Female.



Ron Darrow:

Meek, milque-toast idealist beaten down by the unadulterated hatred of the

world around him. Looking for more in life. Male.



Monica Lucce:

At first impression, a cookie-cutter bimbo bombshell. Upon closer inspection, a

confident, logical woman with a strong backbone who’s just like not a genius,

who is? Female.



Blaine Redbrick:

A man of few words. Male.



Celia Wade:

An unsettlingly off-kilter ball of misplaced manic quirkiness.

aggressively infatuated with potential soul-mates. Female.



Becomes



Robert Scrood:

Dry and sardonic sleazebag. Overtly sexual, with unjustifiable confidence.

Shameless in delivering even the crudest statements innocuously. Male.



Worker #1:

A polite and mild-mannered wallflower with a hot streak of passive-aggressive.

Harbors a strangely protective, almost paternal crush on Danny. Male/Female.



Worker #2:

Insecure peon searching desperately for their big moment. Male/Female.



Gregarey:

A bizarre homeless person adopted by Danny. Male/Female.
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ACT 1

SCENE 1.1

MELINDA and DANNY are in the middle of an

argument. MELINDA screams from the bedroom, wildly

throwing clothes out near a suitcase while they

fight.

MELINDA

CHEATER! CHEATER, CHEATER, CHEATER!

DANNY

Melinda, gosh damn it. I don’t know what other words I

can tell you!

MELINDA

Well, try some!

DANNY

I love you!

MELINDA

Why should I trust you?

DANNY

Because I’ve never done you wrong.

MELINDA

You slept with your receptionist!

DANNY

I fired her though-- now that’s off the table.

MELINDA

Oh, I can’t keep doing this Danny. We’re living a lie!

DANNY

Oh, come on. Not if you believe in it.

MELINDA

I can’t believe you!

DANNY

Melinda, you gotta believe me.

MELINDA

I can’t!

DANNY

Can’t what?
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MELINDA

What? Believe you!

DANNY

Believe me?!

MELINDA

No!

DANNY

Why not?!

MELINDA

Because you slept with your RECEPTIONIST!

DANNY

OOOOooh, that again!

MELINDA comes out of the bedroom, melodramatically

packs her suitcase, packs piles of clothes,

eventually throwing in random stage props around

the house; couch cushion, lamp, etc.

MELINDA

How could you do this to me?

DANNY

By sleeping with the receptionist-- hear that? I’m an

active listener!

MELINDA

It’s over between us, Daniel.

DANNY

Oh, it’s not over. You’re just doing all those emotions

again.

MELINDA

No, I’m not. It is. It is over.

DANNY

If you say so.

MELINDA

I do say so! I’m leaving your life Daniel, don’t you

even care?

DANNY

Leave me! See if I care.

MELINDA

That’s what I’m doing! That’s what I said!
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DANNY

Who cares?

MELINDA

Not me!

DANNY

Me neither!

Pause.

MELINDA

I’ll be staying at my mother’s.

DANNY

Great. Tell her hello. Seems like it’s been a while.

MELINDA

Oh, yeah. I’ll be sure to do that.

DANNY

Will you? You sound sarcastic. I know about sarcasm,

Melinda!

MELINDA

Oh, yeah, I bet you do.

DANNY

No, you don’t, I can tell!

MELINDA

Oh, can you?

DANNY

Melinda, I don’t want her to think I wouldn’t say

hello!

MELINDA

Do you want her to think you violated the sacred trust

of our bond?

DANNY

Well if she has to know I did all that sex with the

receptionist, the least I could do is tell her hello!

Pause.

MELINDA

Fine, that’s reasonable. And insensitive.

DANNY

That’s what I thought. Only about the reasonable part,

though.
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Pause. The snippy banter finally deflates.

MELINDA

..Okay. Goodbye, Danny.

DANNY

Wait, goodbye? I thought we worked through this.

MELINDA

Oh, yes! I think we’re through this alright.

DANNY

Oh, no! Definitively?

MELINDA

Definitely.

DANNY

Jeez. No wiggle room on this?

MELINDA

(pointing at the bedroom)

You’ve had enough of the wiggle room!

DANNY

You’re telling me you don’t have a couple minutes,

darling?

MELINDA

Stop, I’m-MELINDA resists the urge to snap back into the

banter.

MELINDA

Danny, we.. we keep getting sidetracked. I’m leaving

you. Goodbye.

DANNY

Wait! If we’re still being sarcastic, wink at me.

MELINDA

No. No!

DANNY

Okay, fine, I’ll wink! Damn it, this isn’t working!

MELINDA

You’re right, it isn’t. Which reminds me-DANNY

--I am right, which reminds me. I’ve thought very hard

about this, and I’m sorry to say that I’m leaving you

Melinda.
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MELINDA

What? You can’t do that. I left first. I’m already

leaving!

DANNY

Well, I’m leaving harder!

MELINDA and DANNY struggle to to be the one

leaving the house first. DANNY eventually wins and

slams the door on himself. MELINDA breaks down

into a fit of hysteric tears. Starts pounding her

fists on the door screaming.

MELINDA

BAAASTAAAARD! BAAAAAASTARD!

Eventually, DANNY knocks on the door tentatively,

then struggles to reenter as MELINDA lay slumped

against the door. At first he pokes just his head

through.

DANNY

Listen, actually-- you should

have anywhere to go. I don’t,

later, you know? At my job. I

comfortable here. You already

With your mom, set up. Right?



go. Yeah? I... I don’t

uh... I’ve got work

like this house. I’m

have that.. that thing.



MELINDA picks herself up off the ground angrily

and grabs her suitcase.

MELINDA

Please, Danny! It’s too late for this grand parade of

desperate apologies. Your cavalier nature has

suffocated our love, and now you’re left alone.

DANNY

Careful now Linda, let’s not say something we’ll

regret!

MELINDA

I said it’s too late!

MELINDA grabs her suitcase, exits in a huff and

slams the door closed. Pause.

DANNY

Alright, we’re good.

MONICA comes out of the bathroom real sexily.
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