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EDITOR’S FOREWORD

Western Civilization Bites Back collects transcripts of seven lectures by

Jonathan Bowden, supplemented by two shorter published pieces and the

transcript of Jonathan’s last interview. As with all of Jonathan’s works, these

pieces range as far and wide as his vast learning, powerful imagination, and

genius for seeing connections could take him. But I have strung them together

on a common thread: Bowden’s conviction that the crisis of the white race is

ultimately moral, both in cause and in cure.

The moral cause is the dominant Christian and liberal values system which

elevates weakness over strength, equality over excellence, humility over pride,

the guilty conscience over the innocence of becoming. This moral programming

has been used to demoralize and dispossess whites not just for our many

collective crimes and mistakes but also for our greatness: for the beauty of our

people and their magnificent achievements in philosophy and letters, art and

architecture, science and technology, exploration and statesmanship—

excellences which other races seldom equal and scarcely ever surpass.

Christian and liberal values have never been consistent with biological

flourishing and cultural greatness, and their dominance has led, inexorably, to

whites being essentially “talked out” of planetary dominance and onto the path

of extinction within the span of less than a century—an astonishing reversal of

fortunes in a historical blink of the eye.

Talk of equality and pity led, first, to a pervasive lowering of standards and

the raising—even privileging—of the marginalized within white communities.

Then the same moral pleading was used to bring about the inclusion, equality,

and eventual hegemony of Jews and other non-whites within our societies.

Once Jews gained sufficient control over education, culture, and the mass

media, the path from white guilt to white dispossession has been immensely

accelerated.

Even the massive use of coercion to advance white dispossession—for

example, the American Civil War, the Bolshevik Revolution, the Second

World War, and the pervasive drive to criminalize ethnocentric speech and

thought throughout white societies—could not have happened before whites—

specifically elite whites in positions of power and influence—had been

essentially talked into them on moral grounds.



The moral cure for our decline is what Nietzsche called a transvaluation of

values: the creation of a new moral hierarchy—or the return of a very old one

—that is consistent with the biological and cultural flourishing of our race. We

need a value system that is both pre-Christian and biological, a value system

that prizes the striving of life for differentiation, struggle, and excellence.

Effecting this transvaluation is an inescapably intellectual and thus elitist

project involving the deconstruction of the hegemonic value system and the

formulation and propagation of a healthy alternative.

But there is a sense in which transvaluation is deeply populist and

subintellectual, for the root of it is our people’s recovery of spontaneous

animal vitality—our will to persist as individuals and to live on through our

race—and a simple refusal to be robbed of our heritage and destiny by

egalitarian sob stories. It is the refusal to be bogged down in morbid

conscientiousness, self-examination, and guilt in the name of naïve,

spontaneous, vital self-assertion.

This is the sense of Bowden’s recommendation that we just “step over” the

guilt trips and tales of woe. Vital beings with a sense of destiny and a drive for

glory cannot be bothered with spurious historical crimes and mistakes or even

real ones.

Answering the arguments of those who wish to swindle us out of our future

is all well and good. But a healthy organism cannot be talked out of its

existence, period. Thus the deeper victory is to arrive at the conviction that all

such arguments simply do not matter. Winning an argument is nothing compared

to this triumph of the will.

In editing these transcriptions, I punctuated for maximum intelligibility,

added the first names of many historical figures, supplied a few missing

words, deleted a few false starts, and added the minimum necessary sprinkling

of explanatory and corrective notes. The passages that appear in quotation

marks in Jonathan’s speeches are, of course, usually his paraphrases, not exact

quotes. Those who wish to consult the original recordings at www.countercurrents.com will see that nothing extraneous has been added and nothing

essential removed.

I wish to thank Michael Woodbridge, Jonathan’s literary executor, for his

blessing on this project; Michael Polignano, for recording “Western

Civilization Bites Back” and Jonathan’s last interview and then in recovering

the latter recording from a broken flash drive; and all the individuals who



recorded and made available Jonathan’s lectures.

I wish to thank Michael Polignano for transcribing “Western Civilization

Bites Back,” “Credo: A Nietzschean Testment,” and “Western Civilization: A

Bullet Through Steel”; Davied E. Clarke for transcribing “Marxism and the

Frankfurt School” and “Revisionism: Hard and Soft, Left and Right”; V. S. for

transcribing “Hans-Jürgen Syberberg: Leni Riefenstahl’s Heir?” and “Bill

Hopkins: An Anti-Humanist Life”; V. S. and S. F. for transcribing Jonathan’s

last interview; and the many loyal readers of Counter-Currents/North

American New Right who helped us complete and correct these transcripts

after they were placed online.

I also wish to thank Matthew Peters and Tim Reus for their careful

proofreading; Kevin Slaughter for his always excellent design work; and all

the friends and supporters of Counter-Currents without whom this book, and all

of the others, would be impossible.

Finally, I wish to thank Kevin MacDonald, Adrian Davies, Alex Kurtagić,

and Tom Sunić for their promotional quotes.

Once again, this book is for Jonathan.

Greg Johnson

San Francisco

September 15, 2013



WESTERN CIVILIZATION

BITES BACK*

Well, I don’t really speak to a topic, but you need something to fasten your

mind on when you’re engaged in a speech. Speeches are about energy, and are

about power, and about how you utilize power and how you channel it. I’m

what’s called a mediumistic speaker, so I hear the voice instant by instant

before I speak, and when you stand up you hear what you’re going to say a

fraction of a second before it comes out of your mouth. What I’d like to talk

about is Western civilization and how we can save it.

Now the crisis of the West is ongoing, and everybody knows what it is. In

the circumstances of the United States—I’ve only ever been here twice—the

prognosis for decay is well-advanced. The people who created the United

States are on the defensive: they’re on the defensive psychologically, and

emotionally, and linguistically, and culturally. People are comfortable, at least

those that are, and a lot hit by recession, but everyone is worried about what

the future will hold. Demographically, the people in this room could well be a

minority in 40 years, maybe less than 40 years, maybe more than 40 years;

maybe it doesn’t matter if it’s 40 years or 44 or 64 or 35.

What matters is that you’ve become a minority now. You’ve become a

minority mentally, because these things happen to people mentally and psychospiritually before they have a physical impact. I think people are preparing to

be a minority now, long before it happens. I was well aware that President Bill

Clinton was once asked about his commitment to political correctness, and he

said whites need political correctness. He said white Europeans, white

Americans need it because they’re going to be a minority relatively soon, and

you need to play all of those vanguard games whereby you play off each group

against every other group, you make sure that your protest is in early whenever

you’re insulted, or you feel there’s the prospect that you might be insulted

And an insult in this trajectory, in this terrain can mean anything. It can mean

the denial of future prospect that you might have expected to own and honor. It

can be the denial of something which is your right as you perceive it. Your

right to dominate the cultural space here in the United States. That the United

States is a post-European society. That all of its architecture—Judeo-Christian



and otherwise—seems to have the impress of old Europe upon it. I speak as a

European obviously, who doesn’t know the United States that well. But

everything that’s glorious about the United States is largely created by the

people in this room, and those to whom they relate.

Now, the problem that we’re finding is that people are giving away the

inheritance that they brought up. It’s as if you have a family business, and

you’ve inherited it from a grandfather, and you inherit it from a father, and you

have this patriarchal chain of hard work and understanding and excellence and

fulfillment, and it comes down to you through the generational sort of structures

of the past—and you decided to give it away. You decided to squander it.

It’s very reminiscent of the aristocratic families in Europe: in the era before

the Great War, there were big blowouts in aristocracy where people would

gamble away their entire fortune, because they were bored. Because they were

bored with the Third Republic’s lifestyle, in French terms, in Francophone

terms, of endless summers in the sun where people were pining for the

destruction which Europeans would wreak on themselves in the Great War, the

war that was to end all wars: a war of such manifold destructiveness that

people didn’t think there would be another one, and yet within a generation

there was another one that was even more destructive.

And that war is the crucial event of the last century, because everything that

exists now is a rebounded correction, as it’s perceived, of that struggle and

what occurred in it. Even in the United States, it’s almost as if we as a group

won that war and lost that war simultaneously, irrespective of what side our

forebears fought on. In the United States you fought against Nazi Germany, you

fought against Fascist Italy, you fought against Imperial Japan in the Pacific

theater, and yet in a strange way you’re the losers of that war. You’ve turned

into the apostates of that war, retrospectively, and you’ve partly done it to

yourselves, as all continental European people and post-European people have

all over the world. That war has been wrenched out of history, and is used as

an ideological totem in relation to everything that occurs.

Whether or not the next 18 months or the next six months we’re going to see

an attack on Iran, and the Islamic Republic of Iran, is in its own way an

extension of post-1945 events. In all sorts of ways, the attack in Iraq which

occurred a couple of years ago had as much to do in many people’s minds with

the symmetries and the re-symmetries, of the 1939 through ’45 conflicts and

everything that resulted from it, than it had anything to do with the dictator in

the Iraqi desert. He was a Sunni nationalist, and he held the Kurds down in the
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