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#whistleblower? #Virtu(lTownH(ll
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!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys journ(lists gener(lly h(ve more experience in h(ndling 
sensitive comp(red to sources. Therefore it is the journ(list's responsibility to 
ensure confidenti(lity (nd protection. #virtu(ltownh(ll #whistleblowers
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'I (lw(ys go old-school with sources, common sense, b(sics, for ex(mple if 
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h(ve often (lre(dy gone through the process of reporting ( crime but they 
(re often vict(mised/fired before they come to us but then they (re willing to 
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the motiv(tion behind it. At the end of the d(y you h(ve got to live with 
yourself. Import(nt for the journo (s well - communic(te (nd h(ve h(rd 
convers(tions with sources up front. - @timset(belo
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D22
!m!Bhung!ne
Trust (nd not over-promising - @S(mSoleZA #whistleblowers 
#virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D22

https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930482358746263557
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930482358746263557
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930482701643198465
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930483234328186880
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930484223605080064
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930485273938616321
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930486190624657408
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930486717534101505
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930486999441723392
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930487629103222785
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930488065155530752
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930488697837031424
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930490065649917952
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930490955052044288
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930491247738982400
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930491584222846976
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930491967301148672
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930492468541485056
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930493023494004736
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930493305577668608
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930493527116656640
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930493859553005570
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930494356158545921
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930494734786793474
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930495909707898885
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930496502736347136
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930496778427863040
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930497151247011840
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930498360108310528
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930499130182586368
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930499845437005824
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930500607902978049
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930500777533206531
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930501098271641603
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930501292841201665


!m!Bhung!ne
For journ(lists de(ling with #whistleblowers r(ises issues, how we do our 
work (nd ethics - s(ys @p(ul(fr(y #virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D07
!m!Bhung!ne
For journ(lists de(ling with #whistleblowers r(ises issues, how we do our 
work (nd ethics - s(ys @p(ul(fr(y #virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D07
!m!Bhung!ne
. @s(journ(list s(ys you need to h(ve ( convers(tion with your sources, pl(n 
wh(t inform(tion is most sensitive - wh(t inform(tion might identify you, the 
#whistleblower? #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D08
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys journ(lists gener(lly h(ve more experience in h(ndling 
sensitive comp(red to sources. Therefore it is the journ(list's responsibility to 
ensure confidenti(lity (nd protection. #virtu(ltownh(ll #whistleblowers
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D11
!m!Bhung!ne
. @K(r(boR(juili s(ys it is incredibly d(ngerous to be ( whistleblower but 
(lso re(lly import(nt - #whistleblowers (re protected under the PDAct 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D15
!m!Bhung!ne
. @s(journ(list s(ys it c(n be incredibly costly (nd stressful for 
#whistleblowers who (re const(ntly h(ving to fight b(ttles on their own. 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D19
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys it is import(nt to h(ve multiple sources. Medi( needs to 
question le(ks - is the story the (gend( #virtu(ltownh(ll #whistleblowers 
@fr(yintermedi(
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D22
!m!Bhung!ne
. @p(ul(fr(y (sks (bout source credibility. 'Most sources don't give 
inform(tion out of the goodness of their he(rts, but th(t doesn't me(n the 
info isn't legitim(te - s(ys @S(mSoleZA #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D24
!m!Bhung!ne
. @timset(belo s(ys you need to interrog(te your sources: h(ve ( 
convers(tion with source, 'wh(t is in it for you?' L(y (ll c(rds on the t(ble. 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll #whistlblowers
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D26
!m!Bhung!ne
It is ( qu(si-leg(l process, @Stef((nsB s(ys in how investig(tive journ(lists 
go through the motions in verifying inform(tion/motive/credibility of 
#whistlblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D28
!m!Bhung!ne
Institutions like the H(wks, the NPA (re not providing people justice in their 
communities (nd where they live. 'It gives one ( sense of feeling (bsolutely 
powerless' - @Stef((nsB s(ys wrt number of tip-offs sent to 
@(m(Bhung(ne (nd the number we (re (ble to de(l with.
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D30
!m!Bhung!ne
. @p(ul(fr(y - when do the risks outweigh the story? #Virtu(lTownH(ll 
@s(journ(list s(ys the #whistleblowers s(fety (lw(ys trumps the story
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D32
!m!Bhung!ne
. @timset(belo 'its import(nt to note th(t before sources come to us, they 
h(ve often (lre(dy gone through the process of reporting ( crime but they 
(re often vict(mised/fired before they come to us but then they (re willing to 
expose wh(t needs to be exposed' #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D38
!m!Bhung!ne
Wh(t should journos be thinking of when de(ling with sources- @timset(belo 
'I (lw(ys go old-school with sources, common sense, b(sics, for ex(mple if 
you go to ( sm(ll town, don't meet in ( pl(ce where you will st(nd out.' 
#whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D41
!m!Bhung!ne
Old-school is very import(nt. Cellphones (re the 'spy in your pocket' - s(ys 
@Stef((nsB #whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D42
!m!Bhung!ne
. @K(r(boR(juili discussing Ric(, legisl(tion (round the protection of both 
source (nd journ(list inform(tion (nd communic(tion #virtu(ltownh(ll 
#whistleblowers
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D44
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys it is h(rd to t(ke the st(te on over interception c(ses - 
you need proof. #whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D45
!m!Bhung!ne
Re(d more on our #(dvoc(cy work here -> (m(bhung(ne.co.z(/(dvoc(cy/
index… #whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll @K(r(boR(juili #(m(B (dvoc(cy 
coordin(tor
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D47
!m!Bhung!ne
. @Stef((nsB Its not (n (utom(tic oblig(tion to publish (nything just 
bec(use someone sh(res inform(tion with you - #whistleblowers 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D49
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA Sometimes it is better to disclose who is giving the 
inform(tion - publicising c(n help protect #whistleblowers #virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D51
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys when he w(s ( young reporter ( source of his w(s killed. 
He s(ys he l(cked experience (nd couldn't m(ke the necess(ry (ssessment 
(t the time #whistleblowers #virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D51
!m!Bhung!ne
It t(kes experience to (ssess situ(tions with #whistleblowers (nd how to 
protect sources - don't work in silos, get (dvice from te(m.
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D53
!m!Bhung!ne
. @Stef((nsB 'We need whistleblowers, they (re heroic. Most 
#whistleblowers (re good people (nd without these heroes the South Afric(n 
public would be in ( much worse position - evil flourishes when good people 
st(y silent' #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D55
!m!Bhung!ne
. @p(ul(fr(y 'The verific(tion process c(n offer comfort to #whistleblowers'
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D56
!m!Bhung!ne
. @timset(belo s(ys #whistleblowers should first (ppro(ch ( journ(list, (nd 
then (ssess the level of commitment from th(t journ(list (nd get (n ide( if 
the journ(list is the right fit. #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D01
!m!Bhung!ne
. @s(journ(list s(ys th(t if ( journ(list t(kes time to underst(nd the 
#whistleblowers inform(tion (nd story, its ( good indic(tion of journo's 
commitment #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D03
!m!Bhung!ne
. @K(r(boR(juili s(ys #whistleblowers c(n (lso educ(te themselves on their 
rights, disclosure of inform(tion - there (re (v(il(ble resources 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D04
!m!Bhung!ne
Journ(lists c(n't solve #whistleblowers problems s(ys @S(mSoleZA 
#virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D06
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys communc(tion security is import(nt. @Stef((nsB (dd 
th(t informed consent (lso import(nt - w(rn, w(rn w(rn #whistleblowers 
#virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D11
!m!Bhung!ne
More support (nd convers(tions in newsrooms is needed s(ys @s(journ(list 
source rel(tionships (re complic(ted #Virtu(lTownH(ll #whistleblowers
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D14
!m!Bhung!ne
You should push b(ck - inform you bosses especi(lly with m(le sources 
when things get uncomfort(ble - s(ys @timset(belo #whistleblowers 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D17
!m!Bhung!ne
. @Stef((nsB 'One step (t ( time but you (re ( hero when you re(ch the end' 
#whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D20
!m!Bhung!ne
#Whistleblowing is entrenched in our Constitution - s(ys @K(r(boR(juili
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D20
!m!Bhung!ne
#Whistleblowers - import(nt to know why you (re blowing the whistle (nd 
the motiv(tion behind it. At the end of the d(y you h(ve got to live with 
yourself. Import(nt for the journo (s well - communic(te (nd h(ve h(rd 
convers(tions with sources up front. - @timset(belo
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D22
!m!Bhung!ne
Trust (nd not over-promising - @S(mSoleZA #whistleblowers 
#virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D22

https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930482358746263557
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930482358746263557
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930482701643198465
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930483234328186880
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930484223605080064
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930485273938616321
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930486190624657408
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930486717534101505
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930486999441723392
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930487629103222785
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930488065155530752
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930488697837031424
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930490065649917952
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930490955052044288
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930491247738982400
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930491584222846976
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930491967301148672
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930492468541485056
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930493023494004736
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930493305577668608
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930493527116656640
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930493859553005570
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930494356158545921
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930494734786793474
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930495909707898885
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930496502736347136
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930496778427863040
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930497151247011840
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930498360108310528
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930499130182586368
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930499845437005824
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930500607902978049
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930500777533206531
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930501098271641603
https://twitter.com/amabhungane/status/930501292841201665


!m!Bhung!ne
For journ(lists de(ling with #whistleblowers r(ises issues, how we do our 
work (nd ethics - s(ys @p(ul(fr(y #virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D07
!m!Bhung!ne
For journ(lists de(ling with #whistleblowers r(ises issues, how we do our 
work (nd ethics - s(ys @p(ul(fr(y #virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D07
!m!Bhung!ne
. @s(journ(list s(ys you need to h(ve ( convers(tion with your sources, pl(n 
wh(t inform(tion is most sensitive - wh(t inform(tion might identify you, the 
#whistleblower? #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D08
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys journ(lists gener(lly h(ve more experience in h(ndling 
sensitive comp(red to sources. Therefore it is the journ(list's responsibility to 
ensure confidenti(lity (nd protection. #virtu(ltownh(ll #whistleblowers
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D11
!m!Bhung!ne
. @K(r(boR(juili s(ys it is incredibly d(ngerous to be ( whistleblower but 
(lso re(lly import(nt - #whistleblowers (re protected under the PDAct 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D15
!m!Bhung!ne
. @s(journ(list s(ys it c(n be incredibly costly (nd stressful for 
#whistleblowers who (re const(ntly h(ving to fight b(ttles on their own. 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D19
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys it is import(nt to h(ve multiple sources. Medi( needs to 
question le(ks - is the story the (gend( #virtu(ltownh(ll #whistleblowers 
@fr(yintermedi(
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D22
!m!Bhung!ne
. @p(ul(fr(y (sks (bout source credibility. 'Most sources don't give 
inform(tion out of the goodness of their he(rts, but th(t doesn't me(n the 
info isn't legitim(te - s(ys @S(mSoleZA #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D24
!m!Bhung!ne
. @timset(belo s(ys you need to interrog(te your sources: h(ve ( 
convers(tion with source, 'wh(t is in it for you?' L(y (ll c(rds on the t(ble. 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll #whistlblowers
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D26
!m!Bhung!ne
It is ( qu(si-leg(l process, @Stef((nsB s(ys in how investig(tive journ(lists 
go through the motions in verifying inform(tion/motive/credibility of 
#whistlblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D28
!m!Bhung!ne
Institutions like the H(wks, the NPA (re not providing people justice in their 
communities (nd where they live. 'It gives one ( sense of feeling (bsolutely 
powerless' - @Stef((nsB s(ys wrt number of tip-offs sent to 
@(m(Bhung(ne (nd the number we (re (ble to de(l with.
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D30
!m!Bhung!ne
. @p(ul(fr(y - when do the risks outweigh the story? #Virtu(lTownH(ll 
@s(journ(list s(ys the #whistleblowers s(fety (lw(ys trumps the story
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D32
!m!Bhung!ne
. @timset(belo 'its import(nt to note th(t before sources come to us, they 
h(ve often (lre(dy gone through the process of reporting ( crime but they 
(re often vict(mised/fired before they come to us but then they (re willing to 
expose wh(t needs to be exposed' #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D38
!m!Bhung!ne
Wh(t should journos be thinking of when de(ling with sources- @timset(belo 
'I (lw(ys go old-school with sources, common sense, b(sics, for ex(mple if 
you go to ( sm(ll town, don't meet in ( pl(ce where you will st(nd out.' 
#whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D41
!m!Bhung!ne
Old-school is very import(nt. Cellphones (re the 'spy in your pocket' - s(ys 
@Stef((nsB #whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D42
!m!Bhung!ne
. @K(r(boR(juili discussing Ric(, legisl(tion (round the protection of both 
source (nd journ(list inform(tion (nd communic(tion #virtu(ltownh(ll 
#whistleblowers
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D44
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys it is h(rd to t(ke the st(te on over interception c(ses - 
you need proof. #whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D45
!m!Bhung!ne
Re(d more on our #(dvoc(cy work here -> (m(bhung(ne.co.z(/(dvoc(cy/
index… #whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll @K(r(boR(juili #(m(B (dvoc(cy 
coordin(tor
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D47
!m!Bhung!ne
. @Stef((nsB Its not (n (utom(tic oblig(tion to publish (nything just 
bec(use someone sh(res inform(tion with you - #whistleblowers 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D49
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA Sometimes it is better to disclose who is giving the 
inform(tion - publicising c(n help protect #whistleblowers #virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D51
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys when he w(s ( young reporter ( source of his w(s killed. 
He s(ys he l(cked experience (nd couldn't m(ke the necess(ry (ssessment 
(t the time #whistleblowers #virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D51
!m!Bhung!ne
It t(kes experience to (ssess situ(tions with #whistleblowers (nd how to 
protect sources - don't work in silos, get (dvice from te(m.
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D53
!m!Bhung!ne
. @Stef((nsB 'We need whistleblowers, they (re heroic. Most 
#whistleblowers (re good people (nd without these heroes the South Afric(n 
public would be in ( much worse position - evil flourishes when good people 
st(y silent' #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D55
!m!Bhung!ne
. @p(ul(fr(y 'The verific(tion process c(n offer comfort to #whistleblowers'
14 Nov 2017 (t 19D56
!m!Bhung!ne
. @timset(belo s(ys #whistleblowers should first (ppro(ch ( journ(list, (nd 
then (ssess the level of commitment from th(t journ(list (nd get (n ide( if 
the journ(list is the right fit. #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D01
!m!Bhung!ne
. @s(journ(list s(ys th(t if ( journ(list t(kes time to underst(nd the 
#whistleblowers inform(tion (nd story, its ( good indic(tion of journo's 
commitment #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D03
!m!Bhung!ne
. @K(r(boR(juili s(ys #whistleblowers c(n (lso educ(te themselves on their 
rights, disclosure of inform(tion - there (re (v(il(ble resources 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D04
!m!Bhung!ne
Journ(lists c(n't solve #whistleblowers problems s(ys @S(mSoleZA 
#virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D06
!m!Bhung!ne
. @S(mSoleZA s(ys communc(tion security is import(nt. @Stef((nsB (dd 
th(t informed consent (lso import(nt - w(rn, w(rn w(rn #whistleblowers 
#virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D11
!m!Bhung!ne
More support (nd convers(tions in newsrooms is needed s(ys @s(journ(list 
source rel(tionships (re complic(ted #Virtu(lTownH(ll #whistleblowers
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D14
!m!Bhung!ne
You should push b(ck - inform you bosses especi(lly with m(le sources 
when things get uncomfort(ble - s(ys @timset(belo #whistleblowers 
#Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D17
!m!Bhung!ne
. @Stef((nsB 'One step (t ( time but you (re ( hero when you re(ch the end' 
#whistleblowers #Virtu(lTownH(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D20
!m!Bhung!ne
#Whistleblowing is entrenched in our Constitution - s(ys @K(r(boR(juili
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D20
!m!Bhung!ne
#Whistleblowers - import(nt to know why you (re blowing the whistle (nd 
the motiv(tion behind it. At the end of the d(y you h(ve got to live with 
yourself. Import(nt for the journo (s well - communic(te (nd h(ve h(rd 
convers(tions with sources up front. - @timset(belo
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D22
!m!Bhung!ne
Trust (nd not over-promising - @S(mSoleZA #whistleblowers 
#virtu(ltownh(ll
14 Nov 2017 (t 20D22
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