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To a girl’s wish...

P R E S E N T E D BY M A K E -A-W I S H ® G E O R G I A

PASSPORT

#wishwithme

Let me lead you on a journey ... Meet My Family
My entire family grew up attending Johnson High School – Oakwood in Hall County. This is where
Wes (Daddy) and Jennifer (Mom) met and were high school sweethearts. GO KNIGHTS!
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Typical teenage girl :)
I love running, cheerleading, music, shopping, and traveling. I caught the travel & fashion bug on my
16th birthday trip to NYC.
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NYC!!!

I love giving back to the community!
“Other people’s problems affect her. She is genuinely sweet, caring, and
empathetic. She has always been that way.” — Mom
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Meet my support system (other than my family)
Thank you for always loving and supporting me through the hard times we both have gone through.

My boyfriend
Sam :)

d Jennifer,
n
e
ri
f
t
s
e
b
y
m
t
Mee
ther since
o
h
c
a
e
n
w
o
n
k
we have
old. She is very
rs
a
e
y
5
re
e
w
we
ily, we are
m
a
f
y
m
f
o
rt
a
p
much a
inseparable!

2015, Friday night... I will let my mom tell the story:
Maddie and I went to Target to buy a movie
for our girls night in. In Target, Maddie starts
to stumble and say she felt like an icicle
stabbed her eye. We go home and continue as
if everything is okay. The next morning Maddie
wakes up throwing up and crying from that one
headache. This is when I realize that she was
not just having headaches, she was in pain from
one single headache.
I go upstairs to get ready and had an inkling
that Maddie might have a brain tumor. I need
to know that she doesn’t so I take her straight
to the ER. On the way to the ER, Her right arm
and leg go numb and she starts slurring her
words. I’m thinking “Oh my God, my child has a
brain tumor.”

“What does this mean?
Is she going to die?

I drag her into the hospital and they
immediately put her in a wheelchair. They roll
her back to get a CT and Dr. Ball says it will
take 20 minutes to get results the longest 20
minutes of my life i thought, within 5 minutes,
Dr. Ball comes into the room and takes a deep
breath, and I knew right then that Maddie had a
brain tumor.
Maddie was numb and perfectly calm. At that
moment she went into fight mode.
The helicopter is on the way, and Wes is 30
minutes away at a soccer game. I call him, and
Maddie tells him “Daddy, I have a brain tumor”.
My husband feels his world falling apart.

My smart, talented,
beautiful baby?”
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3 days later, 6 hour surgery, the tumor is removed
The following week my family and community learn that I have been diagnosed with grade 3
ependymoma, the worst possible grade. There is a 30% chance of it coming back at any point in life.
At this point I became very emotional and went into fight mode.
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My family, community & school surrounds me

Bradley made a poster at my high school for everyone to sign. My mom made a Facebook post
updating everyone. Within 24hrs there was a superman logo made for me that hundreds of
people changed their profile picture to. People all over the country were praying for Maddie.
“You feel that virtual support.” — Mom

Thanks BIG
Brother!

It was
HUGE!

7 Weeks in Texas, radiation 5 days a week
The hardest part was the mesh mask I would have to wear so I wouldn’t move. That mask caused
a lot of claustrophobia and anxiety to arise, but I continued to fight on through the treatments.
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My life today in 2017
I am very lucky to say my scans are clear: no tumor, no evidence of cancer cells. I have a constant
headache all the time and deal with hallucinations while I sleep. I love to still continue to give
back in any way I can to Pediatric Brain Tumor Awareness, and Ependymoma Awareness. Sharing
moments with kids like me and especially connected at the Starry Nights Fashion Show with a girl
named Caroline. “We have matching heads!

Still my
boyfriend
Sam :)
Caroline!

Approached by Make-A-Wish Georgia
My social worker Katherine, referred me to Make-A-Wish where I learned about the organization
being a positive light for the future and give hope for tomorrow with granting the wishes of
children life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience. Wish granting
volunteer Jason approached me about my wish, and I chose to go to wait for it...

#wishwithme

PARIS, France! Bonjour!
The trip is planned for my thanksgiving break and 18th birthday! You may ask why Paris? Since
I have been a little girl, I have always loved shopping. I’m a shopaholic. I love fashion. It has always
been #1 on my list of places to go.
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The planning begins, ultimate, ultimate packing list
The closer it gets, the shorter it takes for myself to get excited. Nearer the end of radiation
treatments, I would lie there and just picture myself, my family and friends exploring Paris
together seeing all of God’s creation!

My wish does not end at Paris, I want to go on to be a neurosurgeon to help kids like myself.
I believe it’s part of the reason why I got cancer. “Everything happens for a reason we firmly
believe in my family” as my mom says.
I have found the ability to have a distraction from the everyday reality of what I am feeling and
going through makes all the difference and I am truly thankful for the supporters whom made my
wish to be granted and my new wish is for the 800 children in Georgia whom are waiting for their
wish to be granted would happen. Come alongside me and
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Founded in 1995 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, Make-A-Wish Georgia works diligently
every day to grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions across the state.

Make-A-Wish® Georgia has granted over 6,000 wishes in our local community. We believe that a
wish experience can be a game-changer. This one belief guides us in everything we do. It inspires
us to grant wishes that change the lives of the kids we serve.

WISHES ARE MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU.

Thank you for
supporting us!
For Wishes,

Tim Earley
Make-A-Wish Georgia, CEO

To donate online: georgia.wish.org/GAGivesDay

Make-A-Wish® Georgia
1775 The Exchange SE
Suite 200
Atlanta, GA 30339
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