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TASK
The United Arab Emirates Dirham was introduced to the country on 19th May 1973 and has been

in circulation since then. Thanks to the forward-thinking rulers, the country has developed incredibly

quickly since it's unification and formation.

Although comparatively, the Dirham is still a fairly recent addition to the global financial markets,

the UAE has built it’s reputation and place on the map because of the pace at which it has grown.

Because the country is constantly moving forward and now has a large part to play in the world

of finance, it seems only right that the currency of the nation has a symbol that can stand equally

alongside other currency symbols from around the world.
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DESIGN PHILOSOPHY
The currency symbol should reflect the heritage and national language of the country, first and foremost.

At the same time, the symbol must be easily recognisable and understandable to people who do not speak 

Arabic. With so many different nationalities in the UAE, speaking a variety of different languages, English 

ends up playing a large part in the UAE as a common language and could (arguably) be called the country’s 

secondary language.

Other well-known currency symbols from across the world have been based on the Latin alphabet,

or at the very least combine dual languages in order to help make the symbol easily recognisable.

Using the recently introduced symbol of the Indian Rupee as an example, the design incorporates

the traditional Devanagari script along with Latin (English) script.

The combination of scripts is the same goal for this project.



HEBY DESIGN   |   UAE Federal Government   |   Currency Symbol

HEBY DESIGN   |   Dubai, P.O.Box 86914, United Arab Emirates   |   +971 (0)50 703 4474   |   matt@heby.co.uk heby.co.uk   |   P.07

A B C D E F

G H I J K L

M N O P Q R

S T U V W X

Y Z

جبا

د

وه

ذ

ظض

ر

ش

ثت

ق

ع

ف

ص

م

ن

س ز

ل

ح

ط

ي

ك

خ

غ

ARABIC & ENGLISH ALPHABETS
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د
The Arabic alphabet contains the letter “د”, which

makes the same phonetic sound as the English

letter “d”.

The Arabic name for the currency, “درهم” and the

English name for the currency “dirham”, both start

with these letters respectively.

CHOSEN LETTERS
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02

The Arabic letter “د”, when drawn up has a couple of major similarities

to the uppercase English “d”.

01 The curve of the characters are similar at the top of the letters.

02 The thickness of the characters are proportionally similar.

ORGANIC SIMILARITIES
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02

By altering the lettering shapes slightly, the letters are able to be 

brought ‘closer’ together, giving more similarities.

01 Increasing the height of the Arabic letter “د” we can have

 less difference between each of the letters.

02 Shows the 2 letters and how close they are now in similarity.

MANUFACTURED SIMILARITIES
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As the Arabic letter “د” is further developed, there is still opportunity

to bring more similarity to the English letter “d”. However, this must 

be done without compromising the shape of the Arabic letter.

Development of this letter includes adjusting the dimensions in 

order to help with balance and continuity throughout the form.

ARABIC CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
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Using the same principals that were shown on the previous page, 

the same is done to the English letter “d”. Using the same grid 

setup and dimensions as the Arabic letter “د”, allows the 2 language 

characters to be brought closer together with more similarities.

ENGLISH CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
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02

Using the characteristics from each letter, we are able to join them 

together to create a ‘hybrid’ letter that can work in both languages 

for the local and international markets.

01 Shows the unique characteristic of the Arabic letter

.”and the English letter “d ”د“ 

02 Shows the ‘hybrid’ character created from joining parts

 of the 2 language’s characters together.

COMBINED CHARACTER
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INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY SYMBOLS
Currency symbols often use a single or double line ‘strike-through’. There are many supposed reasons

for this, but the most commonly used justification, is to differentiate the character/symbol from other

letters and numbers... Making it easily distinguishable when used in every-day scenarios.

Shown here are some examples of other currency symbols from around the world that apply this feature.
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FINALISING THE SYMBOL
Introducing strike-through lines into the design of the symbol would 

help the symbol become more consistent and be on par with the 

family of other global currencies.

01 Combined symbol created from the combination

 of the Arabic letter “د” and the English letter “d”.

02 Shows the introduction of a double line strike-through

 in place of the stem characteristic from the English

 letter “d”.
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= 1.025mm 20mm 15mm 10mm 5mm = 0.5 = 0.25

SCALE AND DIMENSIONS
Creating equality throughout the symbol, helps the symbol stand 

alone as an icon. Extending the strike-through lines above the usual 

bounding area of the character helps to create similarities with the 

other currency symbols from around the world. Adding a slant to

the strike-through lines and the end of the Arabic letter “د” helps

to balance the symbol out.

Following this scale, keeps the correct relative dimensions of the 

symbol. This will also keep the dimensions correct as the symbol

is scaled up or down.
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UPDATED CURRENCY SYMBOLS
The symbol has been designed to fit in harmony with the other currency symbols from around the world.

The new Dirham symbol easily becomes part of the currency symbol family but is still unique. The uniformity 

of this symbol with the others will help people from around the world, to easily associate the symbol with the 

currency of the United Arab Emirates.

Shown here are some examples of other currency symbols from around the world with the Dirham symbol 

added, to show how it fits in with the rest of the family.
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NEGATIVE
WHITE

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW GREENPOSITIVE
BLACK

THE SYMBOL IN COLOUR
The symbol must be able to be adaptable and work across different platforms. Part of ensuring an easy usability 

across different platforms, is to make sure that it will work in different colours. Below shows a few examples of 

the symbol in different colours to show it’s versatility.
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