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AudioQuest History

AudioQuest’s founder and chief designer, William E. Low



By the end of 1980, Bill was selling his LiveWire-branded



(Bill), likes to say he never wanted a job, and never had



cable to 42 specialty audio dealers in Southern California.



a plan. What Bill means is that he became interested in



With no formal business plan and just a few hundred



audio equipment as a teenager and then as a college



dollars in the bank, Bill established AudioQuest and



student through his love of music. Eventually necessity



in 1981 expanded distribution throughout the United



led him into designing and managing signal-carrying



States and to every continent.



cables. So, AudioQuest was never planned so much as

it evolved …



Thirty-plus years later AudioQuest is the premier

provider of high-performance audio and video cables



Like many of his generation, Bill was swept up in



and accessories. AudioQuest’s continuing success is



the unprecedented rate of change in the popular



driven by not being held prisoner to existing approaches



consciousness instigated by the music of the 1960s and



and never resting on laurels. AudioQuest’s ideals appeal



early 1970s. This revolution changed the fundamental



to newbies with passionate curiosity and people willing



language of our culture forever, and being swept up



to join us in our never-ending quest for lower distortion



in this cultural wave had a profound effect on Bill’s



and better sound.



direction in life.

Like Apple’s Steve Jobs, Bill attended progressive Reed

College in Portland, Oregon in the early 1970s where he

shared his passion for music by selling audio systems

to his classmates. By 1976, with his college days in the

rearview mirror, Bill found moving to California and

working in audio irresistible. After a one-year stint as a

manufacturer’s representative in the San Francisco Bay

Area, Bill continued south, eventually opening a small,

by-appointment, high-end audio salon in Santa Monica.

During this time, Bill recognized that deficiencies in

signal-carrying cables were a source of a significant

share of the distortion in an audio system (a realization

Bill would also come to regarding video cables by the

time the home theater boom began in the late 1980s

and 1990s).
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Do No Harm



	



Solid Conductors



Great sound and great pictures, music that consumes



	Strand interaction is the single greatest cause



you, movies that transport you around the universe …



of distortion in cable. Semi-Solid Concentric



all come from honoring the original signal. The signal



Packed Conductors avoid many strand-



is at its greatest potential … is least damaged … at the



interaction distortion mechanisms. Solid-core

conductors are the complete solution to



source. It’s an unavoidable fact that every



this problem.



component and cable in an audio/

video system causes distortion,



Metal



robbing the sound or the picture

	



of some portion of its ability to



Conductor metal quality is



inspire and to entertain. These



critical for the best cable perform



aberrations add up like layers of dirty



ance. The conductor surface is



glass between you and an image you



the only area of the conductor

with 100% current density at all fre-



are trying to see. Better cables and

components



cannot



improve



quencies. Smoothness of the conductor surface



the



signals they carry … performance can only be



is paramount because the surface is a guide-rail



improved by causing less distortion of the original



for the entire energy envelope. The best copper



signal.



and silver conductor metals have fewer grain

boundaries and low oxygen content for low

distortion and high performance.



The goal of high-quality components is to be like

cleaner panes of glass … to minimize alteration or

distortion of the signal. Do No Harm!



	



Geometry



	Geometry is the physical relationship of the



The Four Elements



conductors to one another within a cable. This



The foundation on which AudioQuest's cables are built



different and specialized geometry require



comprises the following four fundamental "elements"



ments. Better geometry reduces distortion.



determines the basic electrical characteristics

of the cable. Different cable applications have



of design and manufacture. Another way to think of

this is that these elements comprise the basic "recipe"



	



Dielectric (Insulation)



for all cables. The choices the cable designer makes in



	Insulation is necessary to keep the positive



selecting and balancing these materials and construc-



and negative conductors separate and to give



tion techniques determine the cable’s ability to reduce



stability to cable geometry. Insulation is also a



distortion and noise and deliver high performance. An



"dielectric" because it is inside the conductor's



off-the-shelf cake mix, for example, might produce an



magnetic field. Dielectrics absorb energy,



edible product, but that’s unlikely to match the efforts



which after a delay is then released in the



of an educated pastry chef who handpicks the finest,



signal, causing smearing and distortion. Better



freshest local ingredients.



insulation reduces distortion by absorbing less

energy.
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NightHawk Headphones



• P atent-Pending Ergonomic Elements

for Light, Comfortable Fit



• A coustically Superior Materials,



Including Sustainable “Liquid Wood”



• B iocellulose Pistonic Driver

• P atented Split-Gap Motor



Dramatically Reduces

Intermodulation Distortion



• 3 D-Printed Biomimetic SoundDiffusing Grille



• H eadphone Cable Based on



AudioQuest’s High-Performance

Loudspeaker Cables



• H igh-Performance, Direct-Silver

Plated 3.5mm-to-1/4” Adaptor



NightHawk Headphones

EU Retail



599,00



Description



EU Retail



2,4m NightHawk Headphone Cable



75,00



2,4m NightHawk Backup Headphone Cable



21,95



2,4m Nighthawk Balanced Cable (1 x 4 Pin XLR)



119,00



2,4m Nighthawk Balanced Cable (2 x 3 Pin XLR or 2 x 3.5 mm. Stereo)



165,00



NightHawk is AudioQuest’s



carefully optimized for high levels of sonic, ergonomic,



full-bore assault on both the



and aesthetic performance.



state of the headphone art

and on the limits to which



NightHawk’s earcups are made from a remarkable



quality, innovation, and



material known as “Liquid Wood,” which offers



sustainability can be



outstanding acoustic properties and is environmentally



achieved at an afford-



friendly. NightHawk’s sophisticated loudspeaker-



able cost. Every aspect was



cabinet-inspired earcup enclosures incorporate support



Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram, and visit

www.audioquest.com to rate and review your AudioQuest products.
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Performance, Innovation, Value, Sustainability



accommodating

heads of any

shape or size,

while decoupling

the



earcups,



further preventing harmful resobeams that enhance structural integrity and minimize



nances.



unwanted resonances and vibrations. An elastomer

coating is carefully applied to the enclosures’ internal



Of course, NightHawk benefits from AudioQuest’s 30+



surfaces to further reduce harmful vibrations, while a



years of experience in the high-performance cable busi-



damping material comprising an effective blend of



ness, including a headphone cable designed to minimize



wool and polyester enables an extraordinarily smooth,



distortion and to maximize a deep emotional connec-



natural frequency response.



tion with the music. It uses many of the same ingredients

found in our speaker cables and interconnects, including

NightHawk is the first



high-purity Solid Perfect-Surface Copper+ conductors,



completely original pro-



Foamed-PE insulation, Noise-Dissipation System (NDS),



duction headphone to



and silver-plated terminations. We also include a custom



use a 3D-printed part—



3 . 5 m m - t o -1/4 ”



a biomim e tic grill e



headphone adaptor



that uses a complex



that also uses thick



diamond-cubic lattice-



Direct-Silver plating



work to diffuse sound



over extreme-purity



and defeat resonances.



solid copper base



NightH aw k ’s



50 mm



metal, resulting in a



pistonic drivers have a biocellulose diaphragm which



part that isn’t merely



takes advantage of the material’s outstanding rigidity



functional, but up



and lack of resonances or break-up modes, while its



to the standards of



patented split-gap motor significantly reduce inter-



NightHawk itself.



modulation distortion.

From concept, through years of perfecting NightHawk,

NightHawk’s flexible headband effectively distributes



designer Skylar Gray worked from the ground up,



the headphones’ weight, providing a sure and simple fit



applying his comprehensive vision to the ultimate



designed to minimize clamping force and enable long



goal—to celebrate the singularly moving experience



listening sessions. Finally, NightHawk’s patent-pending



of listening to music through headphones that don’t



suspension system allows its earcups to move freely,



sound like headphones.



Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram, and visit

www.audioquest.com to rate and review your AudioQuest products.
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USB Data &amp; Power Noise Filter

JitterBug



JitterBug



TM



USB Data &amp; Power Noise Filter



Dual Discrete Noise-Dissipation Circuits



•	Reduces the noise and ringing that plague both the data and

power lines of USB ports



EU Retail



•	 Measurably reduces jitter and packet errors

•	 Improves dynamic contrast, warmth, and resolution



49,00



HDD

USB Hub



escape



F1



~

`



!

1



F2



Use one JitterBug

in series with

any adaptive or

asynchronous USB

DAC and USB cable.



Use an additional

JitterBug in

parallel for

improved playback

performance.



alt



Use JitterBug

with other locally

connected USB

devices, such as

hard drives, printers,

and cameras, to

effectively reduce

audio interference.



eSATA



E



S

D

Network Attached Storage

Z



shift



control



$

4



W

A



caps lock



F4



#

3



Q



tab



USB DAC



F3



@

2



Portable USB HDD



X



cmnd



Use JitterBug

with USB-enabled

network devices,

such as routers,

NAS devices, and

streamers.



Use JitterBug with

mobile devices.



Headphone &amp; USB Cable Accessories

DragonTail

USB 2.0 Extender



Headphone Plug Adaptor



DragonTail

USB Adaptor For Android™ Devices



 tereo 3,5mm

•S



Female &gt; Stereo 1/4″

(6,35mm) Male



 ilver Plating Directly

•S

Over Machined

Extreme-Purity Solid

Copper



and Firm Contact

Pressure Ensure Ideal

Signal Transfer
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24,95



• S olid 5% Silver



• Signal Conductors



• Direction



Conductors



 uperior Materials

•S



EU Retail



• S olid 5% Silver



Conductors



Controlled for

Digital-Audio

Directionality



EU Retail



Euro (€) Retail Price Book • Sept 1, 2016



18,95



Controlled for

Lower RF Noise



EU Retail



18,95



USB Digital-Audio Converters (DACs)

DragonFly USB Digital-Audio Converter



Black



Red



USB DAC + Preamp + Headphone Amp



USB DAC + Preamp + Headphone Amp



Beautiful Sound from Any

Mobile Device or Computer



Beautiful Sound from Any

Mobile Device or Computer



 SB Stick-Sized Digital-to-Analog

• UConverter

• M edium-Output (1.2 volt)

 lays All Music Files: MP3 to High• PResolution

• D rives Headphones Directly

• V

 ariable Output Drives Powered

Speakers or Power Amp

 ixed Output Feeds Preamp or Re• Fceiver

Transfer Ensures Digi synchronous

• Atal

Timing Integrity



 SB Stick-Sized Digital-to-Analog

• UConverter

• H igh-Output (2.1 volt)

 lays All Music Files: MP3 to

• PHigh-Resolution

• D rives Headphones Directly

• 6 4 Bit, Bit-Perfect Variable Output



EU Retail



Drives Headphones, Powered

Speakers, or Power Amp

Fixed Output Feeds Preamp or

Receiver

Asynchronous Transfer Ensures

Digital Timing Integrity



•

•



99,00



EU Retail



199,00



Beetle Optical–Bluetooth–USB Digital-to-Analog Converter



Beetle



TM



Optical–Bluetooth–USB DAC



Beautiful Sound from Smartphones, Tablets,

Computers, TVs, Game Consoles and Many

Other Digital Sources



 igh-performance Optical input, coupled with

• HESS’s

9010 Time Domain Jitter Eliminator

• A synchronous USB with Streamlength technology

 synchronous Bluetooth with Streamlength BT

• Atechnology

• M inimum-Phase Digital Filter

• F ree desktop application for personalization and

®



software/firmware updates



EU Retail



199,00



USB

Power-Data



Optical



Analog Out



Dimensions:

59mm x 59mm x 19mm

(2.33” x 2.33” x 0.73”)



Televisions:

Use Bluetooth

or Optical.



Gaming Consoles:

Use Bluetooth or

Optical.



Smartphones and

Tablets: Use Bluetooth

or USB.



Media Streamers:

Use Bluetooth, Optical,

or USB.



Computers:

Use Bluetooth,

Optical, or USB.
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