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RAJ V. ABHYANKER, California SBN 233,284

raj@legalforcelaw.com

BATKHAND ZOLJARGAL, California SBN 262,918

zola@legalforcelaw.com

LEGALFORCE RAPC WORLDWIDE

1580 W. El Camino Real, Suite 10

Mountain View, California 94040

Telephone: 650.965.8731

Facsimile: 650.989.2131

Attorneys for Plaintiffs,

LegalForce RAPC Worldwide, P.C.

LegalForce Inc., and Raj V. Abhyanker

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SAN JOSE DIVISION

UNLIMITED JURISDICTION

1. LEGALFORCE RAPC

WORLDWIDE, P.C.;

2. LEGALFORCE INC.; and

3. RAJ V. ABHYANKER,



Case No. 5:17-cv-7194



Plaintiffs,



1. DECLARATORY

JUDGMENT;

2. UNREASONABLE

RESTRAINT OF TRADE IN

VIOLATION OF SECTION

1 of the SHERMAN ACT, 15

U.S.C. §1;

3. FEDERAL UNFAIR

COMPETITION;

4. CALIFORNIA FALSE AND

MISLEADING

ADVERTISING;

5. CALIFORNIA UNFAIR



COMPLAINT FOR:



v.

1. LEGALZOOM.COM, INC.;

2. LEGALZOOM LEGAL

SERVICES LTD.;

3. BRIAN P. Y. LIU;

4. EDWARD RICHARD

HARTMAN;

5. BRIAN S. LEE;

6. UNITED STATES PATENT &amp;

TRADEMARK OFFICE;

7. THE STATE BAR OF
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CALIFORNIA;

8. THE STATE BAR OF

ARIZONA; and

9. THE STATE BAR OF

TEXAS,



COMPETITION;

6. PROFESSIONAL

NEGLIGENCE; and

7. BREACH OF FIDUCIARY

DUTIES.



Defendants;



Unlimited Civil Jurisdiction



AND DOES 1-50.



JURY TRIAL DEMANDED



1. Plaintiffs LegalForce RAPC Worldwide, P.C., LegalForce, Inc., and Raj

V. Abhyanker (jointly, “LegalForce” or “Plaintiffs”) submit the following

complaint (the “Complaint”) against LegalZoom.com Incorporated and its

wholly owned subsidiary Legalzoom Legal Services Ltd. in the United Kingdom

(collectively, “LegalZoom”), its co-founder attorneys Brian P. Y. Liu, Edward

Richard Hartman, and suspended co-founder attorney Brian S. Lee. Plaintiffs

join necessary defendants the United States Patent &amp; Trademark Office

(“USPTO”), the State Bar of California, the State Bar of Arizona, and the State

Bar of Texas.

NATURE OF ACTION

2.



This Complaint is brought by Plaintiffs to expose the willful and



systematic acts of unauthorized practice of law, false advertising and unfair

competition by LegalZoom with respect to preparation and filing of trademark

applications before the USPTO, and to establish that either licensed attorneys
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should be able to compete on an equal playing field; or, in the alternative,

LegalZoom be enjoined from and pay damages for its unauthorized practice of

law, false advertising, unfair competition and other claims with respect to

preparation and filing of trademark applications before the USPTO.

THE PARTIES

The Plaintiffs

3. Plaintiff LegalForce RAPC Worldwide, P.C. (“LegalForce RAPC

Worldwide”) is a law firm wholly owned by Raj Abhyanker, a member in good

standing of the State Bar of California, and the United States Patent Bar. The

Firm practices patent and trademark law before the USPTO with a principal

place of business at 1580 W. El Camino Real Suite 10, Mountain View

California 94040, and a law office at 446 E. Southern Avenue Tempe Arizona

85282.

4. Plaintiff LegalForce, Inc. is a Delaware corporation offering law firm

automation and free trademark search services through its website

Trademarkia.com with a principal place of business at 1580 W. El Camino Real

Suite 9, Mountain View California 94040.

5. Plaintiff Raj Abhyanker is a California licensed attorney practicing patent

and trademark law before the USPTO with a principal place of business at 1580

W. El Camino Real Suite 10, Mountain View California 94040, is the sole
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shareholder of Plaintiff LegalForce RAPC Worldwide and is a CEO of Plaintiff

LegalForce, Inc. Plaintiff Raj Abhyanker is a winner of the 2013 Legal Rebel

award by the American Bar Association.

The Defendants

6. LegalZoom.com, Inc. is a Delaware corporation (“LegalZoom”) with a

principal place of business at 101 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale CA 91203.

LegalZoom is not a law firm in the United States and is not authorized to

practice law in any state.



LegalZoom is not a registered or bonded legal



document assistant under California Business and Professions Code, sections

§6400 et seq.

7. LegalZoom Legal Services Ltd., is a foreign law firm (upon reason and

belief affiliated with the website www.legalzoom.co.uk) with a principal place

of business at The Broadgate Tower, Third Floor, 20 Primrose Street, London,

EC2A 2RS, England. Upon reason and belief, LegalZoom Legal Services Ltd.

is a wholly owned subsidiary of LegalZoom.com, Inc.

8. Defendant Brian P. Y. Liu (“Liu”) is a co-founder and Chairman of

LegalZoom, and a licensed California attorney, having a principal place of

business at 14246 Valley Vista Blvd, Sherman Oaks, California 91423.

9. Defendant Edward Richard Hartman (“Hartman”) is a co-founder, Chief

Strategy Officer, and Chief Technology Officer of LegalZoom, and a licensed
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California attorney, having a principal place of business at 1982 Dakin Ave,

Menlo Park, California 94025-6045.

10. Defendant Brian S. Lee (“Lee”) is a co-founder of LegalZoom, and a

suspended California attorney, having a principal place of business at 12181

Bluff Creek Drive, 5th Floor, Playa Vista, California 90094.

11. Defendant the United States Patent &amp; Trademark Office (“USPTO”), a

branch of the United States Department of Commerce, is being added as a

necessary defendant as it governs the conduct of U.S. state licensed attorneys

and registered patent attorneys before the United States Patent &amp; Trademark

Office, with a principal place of business at 600 Dulany Street, Alexandria VA

22314. The United States Patent &amp; Trademark Office also maintains a Silicon

Valley office located at 26 S 4th St, San Jose, California 95112.

12.



Defendant the State Bar of California is the agency responsible



governing the conduct of the licensed attorneys and bringing enforcement

actions against entities engaging in the unauthorized practice of law in the State

of California. Accordingly, it is named as a necessary defendant as it governs

the conduct of California licensed attorneys, with a principal place of business at

180 Howard Street, San Francisco CA 94105.

13. Defendant the State Bar of Arizona is the agency governing the conduct

of licensed attorneys and bringing enforcement actions against entities engaging
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in the unauthorized practice of law in the State of Arizona. Accordingly, it is

named as a necessary defendant as it governs the conduct of Arizona licensed

attorneys, with a principal place of business at 4201 N. 24th St., Suite 100,

Phoenix, AZ 85016-6266.

14. Defendant the State Bar of Texas is the agency governing the conduct of

licensed attorneys and bringing enforcement actions against entities engaging in

the unauthorized practice of law in the State of Texas. Accordingly, it is named

as a necessary defendant as it governs the conduct of Texas licensed attorneys,

with a principal place of business at 1414 Colorado Street, Austin, Texas 78701.

15. DOES 1-50 are entities that participated in the transactions complained

of herein in ways which are unknown to Plaintiffs. The true names, capacities,

nature, and extent of participation in the alleged activities by DOES 1-50,

inclusive, are unknown to Plaintiffs and therefore Plaintiffs sue these defendants

by such fictitious names. Plaintiffs will amend the complaint to allege their true

names and capacities when ascertained.

BACKGROUND OF THE PARTIES

16. Plaintiff LegalForce RAPC Worldwide is a law firm wholly owned by

Plaintiff Raj Abhyanker, a member in good standing of the State Bar of

California, and the United States Patent Bar.



The Firm practices patent and



trademark law before the USPTO with a principal place of business at 1580 W.
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El Camino Real Suite 10, Mountain View California 94040, and a law office at

446 E. Southern Avenue Tempe Arizona 85282.

17. The website Trademarkia.com was created by the law firm of LegalForce

RAPC Worldwide in 2009 but was spun off into a separate entity. Plaintiff

LegalForce RAPC Worldwide is the sole provider of legal services through the

website Trademarkia.com with respect to trademark filings before the USPTO.

18. LegalForce RAPC Worldwide employs, full time, more than ten (10)

U.S. licensed trademark attorneys in its California and Arizona offices who

substantially limit their practice to trademark law before the USPTO, and who

are supported by legal support staff globally including in India, China, Poland,

the United Kingdom and South Africa.



LegalForce RAPC Worldwide



represents more than 10,000 clients from all over the United States and world,

including over a thousand clients from the State of California, hundreds of

clients in the State of Arizona, and over a thousand clients the State of Texas.

19. LegalForce RAPC Worldwide is the largest law firm filer of trademarks

before the USPTO in each of the last five years. The firm maintains interest on

Lawyer Trust Account (IOLTA) trust accounts for all client funds, conducts

robust conflict checks, and currently employs two former USPTO trademark

examining attorneys. It has never been disciplined by the USPTO, the State Bar

of California, the State Bar of Arizona, or the State Bar of Texas. At least two
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of its former attorneys are currently hired as USPTO trademark examining

attorneys after leaving LegalForce RAPC, and a number of its former associate

attorneys or legal assistants have been hired in trademark and IP departments of

leading Big Law IP firms including Orrick, Perkins Coie, Pillsbury Winthrop,

DLA Piper, and Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &amp; Rosati as well as in legal

departments at leading technology companies, including Google, Inc., Facebook,

Inc., and Apple, Inc.

20. Plaintiff LegalForce, Inc. is a Delaware corporation offering law firm

automation and free trademark search services through its website

Trademarkia.com with a principal place of business at 1580 W. El Camino Real

Suite 9, Mountain View California 94040. The Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

and co-founder of Plaintiff LegalForce, Inc. is Plaintiff Raj Abhyanker. Plaintiff

LegalForce, Inc. makes no revenue from preparation and filing on U.S.

trademark applications. It receives a flat monthly technology licensing revenue

from Plaintiff LegalForce RAPC Worldwide independent of the legal services

revenue secured by the firm LegalForce RAPC Worldwide through the

Trademarkia.com website.

21.



Plaintiff Raj Abhyanker is a California licensed attorney practicing



patent &amp; trademark law before the USPTO with a principal place of business at

1580 W. El Camino Real Suite 10, Mountain View California 94040, is the sole
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shareholder of Plaintiff LegalForce RAPC Worldwide and is a CEO of Plaintiff

LegalForce, Inc. In 2013, he was named an American Bar Association Journal

"Legal Rebel," an "annual honors program for the change leaders of the legal

1



profession" and a member of the Fastcase 50, an annual award that "recognizes

50 of the smartest, most courageous innovators, techies, visionaries, and leaders

2



in the law.”



22. LegalZoom, Inc. is a Delaware corporation (LegalZoom.com, Inc.) with

a principal place of business at 101 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale CA 91203.

LegalZoom also has a shuttered office address in this County of Santa Clara at

888 Villa Street #430, Mountain View, California 94041 (still listed on Google

local listings as of the filing of this Complaint), and another shuttered office in

3



this County of Santa Clara at 1911 Landings Drive, Mountain View, CA 94043 ,

which is incorrectly listed on LegalZoom’s HR page despite being closed for

months as of filing of this Complaint.

23. LegalZoom is not a law firm in the United States and is not authorized to

practice law in any state.



LegalZoom is not a registered or bonded legal



document assistant under California Business and Professions Code, sections

§6400 et seq. (Exhibit M, highlighted).



http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/article/2013_legal_rebels_a_banner_year

http://www.fastcase.com/fastcase50-winners-2013.

3

https://www.legalzoom.com/career-center/locations.html as of December 17, 2017. This URL lists

LegalZoom’s closed office in Mountain View as Innovation Center: Mountain View, CA, 1911 Landings Drive,

Mountain View, CA 94043.

1

2
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