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CHAPTER ONE

House to Stadium

I've

there

the



though.



on



the



into

of



seen

I've



skylight



gleam

at



never



in



the



gas



the



of



radii



many



things



only



we



could



not



safe



out



and



radiation.

I



the



of



outside

go



like



the



see



it



time



of



the



morning.



my



of



all



light,



and



I



the



I



a



Origin

out



giant

of

to



but



ball

the



see

it's



wild



explain

window



outlines



Origin



the



one



Mutos,



my



through



shadows



long



day,



can't



beam



is



It's



the



through



It's



it



out



beams



in



casting



that

one



it's



Its



pinnacles



away.



there



shining



sector



dome.



say



dome



me



penetrating



the



and



stadia



with



tell



beams



They



out



there



they



sanctuary,



the



to



of



roof

spires



hate



towers



its



beyond.



thousands



sun,



seen



glass



centre



the



the



the



beyond.



just



animals,



why

at



if



but



I



this

residence

It's



not
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what



I



see



actually

out

my



quite



of



bed.



self



today,

that



that



the



I've



The

clock

it



rings



and,



stops.



I



small



spartan

my



again...



I



I'll



my



throw



contains



chip



in



bed,



damp,

that

was



and



and



flickering



in



the



my



cabin,



the



with



has



is



been

been

the



I



metal



bells.

to



day



alarm



I



lunge



the



move



floor



across



cupboard



for

and



my

which



biscuits



because



I



know



the



to



moved



as



here



the



five



dark,



brown



wallpaper



the



sanctuary



rising



lift



ID



The



ever:



since



concrete

the



and



door.



russet



replaced



bare



my



same



same



robes



touching



by



gradually



closest



since



Katan.



scarlet



plate



the



places



not



today.



of



me



but



lift



of



packs



my



on



to



army



wheat



of



out



light



ever



three



get



the



the



one



hasn't



Damp



to



ration,



for



greets



sure



and



eat



on



covered



built.



arrived

the



that



I'm



food



energy



wrist



over



to



is



the



of



out



and



bed



round-faced



striking



have



is



Today



mighty



myself



slip



my



corridor



the



view



effort



my



falls



morning



and



of



the

I



huge



it



Throwing

sandals



a



excitement,



cabin



the



means



hours.



the



on



quickly



need



for



repeatedly



in



takes



Agoge,



hammer



it



mattress



awake



the



irritation,



but



it



thin



been



join



my



beautiful,

Normally



off



I



provokes



since

is



has



I



showing

been



years



ago.
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Touching

elevator

The



begins



time



slide



steel



box



me



is



and



a



my



boy



I



can



filled

girl

her

I



the



about



I



today,



as



I



known



door



to



hair

her



together



same



cohort



residence



she



one



place



tolerable.



just



nods



into



the



in



few



a



we



the

we

only



as



were



at



I



grew



long



as



the



lift



is



lift,



as



she



walks.



up



have

makes



her.



She



we



lived



and



clan



"Are



visualise



the



who



acknowledgement.



the



as



children;



I



in



into



twelve.



one



part



fresh-faced



wind



Antartis



as

day



for



a



walks



we



hair



a



and



as



were



people



smile



been



the



at



built.



opens



me

by



other



the



force



than



back



dark



that



hours



jasmine



blown



when



is



she's



I



of



of



since



each



door



steel



stainless



reflection



have



the



short



slight



stern



shorter



red



my



floor.



Looking



fact



two



my



the



little



spent



the



the



with

the



into



scent



a



cm



retain



to



the



second



before



mirror.



Despite



training

still



170



plate,



forty



forever



into



eyes.



of



on



stare



with



inducted



and



the



when



have



the



to



remember,



fiery



next



climb



inside



of



I



events



another



step



Staring

the



to



I



brown



Gym



chip



drag



open.



daily



School



to



and



deep



of



its



seems



doors



my



were



as



Of



part



of



in



my



all



ever



spoken



living



knows

you



to,



in



this



it's



fake



nervous
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Xanthe?"



I



"No,"

thing



ask,

she



even



lies



Cassius."



syllable



of



"Sorry

"Do



you



it



we've



time.



What



is



risk



the



the



chest



of



my



of



step



potholes

along

take



for



the

in



no



of



the



with



the

A



into



answer.



this



that



for



Xanthe

each



there



glory



our



will



be



It's

where



who



in



long

if



out



and



can



for

from



Leader



founded



attendance



you

there



you



emanates



Supreme



eternal



a



Agoge



Katan



feeling



the



the



of



respond.



such



the



time?



Praetorians?"

I



for



joining



out



warm



the



problem."



whole



It's



sanctuary,



my



of

and



the

built



at



the



floor



and



we



inhale



the



musty



today.



The



smell



is!



Antartis



assessment



out



the



over-pronouncing



training



sanctuary



knowing



great



step



it



get



be



point



Laconicus."



lineage

our



will



the



life



in



you'll



been



action



your



Emperor



stop



deliberately



think



what



where



know



Xan."



"It's



in



I



name.



"Yeah,



stay



"and



She



my



though



lift



reaches



the



darkened



of

the

as



dome.

I



pass



passing

length

the



I



around



familiar



the



ground



lobby



step



between

of



the



and



our



into



the



burnt



many

out



street.



surroundings,



the

cracks



cars

I



road



look

from



are



watching



and

strewn



around

either



and

side



of
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the



street



reaching

the



are



high



north



forth



to

a



a



the



From



marvel



power



of



micro



the



one



rest



was



a



that



sliced



lean



on



rusted



most



all



passengers



the



and



of



the



been



skin



of



of



worst



trams



the



walls



and



crowded



on



to



still



in



grinds

was



once



reactor



could



maintained,

still



What



foolish

and



the



ceiling



the



contain



little



around



walls



an



refuelling.



shards



the



The



itself



for



anyone



of



surges



and



carriages



in



from



tracks,



fusion



destroyed.



was



many



the



need



rattle



crowd



tram



was



of



windows



into



no



that



Some

had



the



through.



missing



part



wreck.



them,



with



a



shapes



arrival



approaches



its



was



in



that



the



of



technology;



That



remained



side



The



decades



but



the



us.



for



monolithic



familiar



of



it



seating



The



shadows



hulk



front



their



accompanies



the



around



rusting

in



dome.



street



tram.



halt



the



the



clustering



awaiting



residences,



into



of



approaching



the



glass



the



edge



enough



floors



fleet

and



the

the



to



had



were



the



flat



bed



of



up



into



the



carriage



carriage.

Xan

take



my



usual



are



jerked



the



carriage



causing



and



a



I



spot



backward

rapidly



freezing



climb

next

by



to

a



a



sudden



accelerates

wind



to



tear



shattered

burst

to



its



through



window

of



speed



cruising

the



and



I



as



we



and

speed



carriage
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and



all



conversation



silent



even



breath



is



on



idle



if



if



by



Each



windows



representing

life



remember.

this



as

I



to



citizen

Leader



but

make



the



the



three



other



ships



and



cars



but



belching



we



the



to



thrown



As



their

the



horizon,



approach



radius



before



our



people



living



anyone



can



Today,



become

her



public



countless



different.



the



main

and



I



travel



I



a



and



in



take



have



the



glorious

our



their



fumes

great

the

two.



our



Supreme



and



To



rapidly

my



a



few



right



air



or



of



are



the



nuclear



old



petrol



the



towers

slows



hover



towards



decrepit



the



the



alongside



electric



governmental

tram



tram



between



place



some



into



the



procession

are



still



as

route



cars,



vehicles

are



side



access



countless



the



there



the



whenever



serve



to



the



gate,



of



and



futility



to



wasted



battle.



motorcycles



sanctuary.

fill



and



trams,



Most



powered,



is



be



along



countless



since



difference,



spur,



and



origin.



a



are



great



today



glorious



We



origin



a



not



clockwise



been



Katan



sanctuaries



the



done



have



in



should



identical,

of



would



wind;



and



travel



one



It



no



more



is



have



Katan,



in



reaches



we



sense



of



we



residence



route,



chance



Many



as



radius.



were



valuable



conversation.

pass



silenced.



there



considered



buildings



their



is



begin

to

the



halt

twin



to

as
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concrete



towers



transit

this



for



I



radius

the

of



one.



seconds



it



their



way

I



that



I



to



long



totally



I



am



or



halt



marble



towards



glass



the



sky



different



the



formed



holding

the



the

the



representing



grew



from



smells



pass

symbols



of



strength

the



will



to



blue



it's



sky



Katan:



above.



The



origin



where



glass,



position



the



I



live



the



and



sleek



around



As



I



three

The



above



see



clean,



fresher.



between



make



windows



fourteen



for



people



begin



entirety.



up,



all



within



of



amazed



shimmering



jostle



even

I



its



only



square.



greenish



radius



I



ships



plaza



in



to



where



air



the



am



as

today



and



and



hexagonal



and



in



assessment.



swarm



columned



at



Stadium



but



again,



doors



daily



today,



origin



the



a



my



arriving



the



the



at



and



the



skylight



thick



hover



symbolising



a



be



of



going



there,



speed



the



the



into



will



cruising

to



to



work



across



cars



the



Katan



its



see



ward



officials



of



destination



travel



opening



are



silently,



centre



people



twelve



and



not



the



buildings



hammer



where



thats



from



form

the



hands



hated



glance



through



across



I



grinds



forth



now,



years,



Few



to



burst



is



five



continue



people



bursts



me



last



government



the



The



the



but



will



top



were



the



station



today



which



them



walk

great



stone



sword



of



our



military,



of



our



workers



the

and



the
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missile

and

me



which



what



our



checking



nervous



the



golden



shaken



as



northern

the



that



continue

that

ascend



eyes.



its



a



the



with



me



and



see



glad



she's



here



our



floor

eternal



great



stone



longingly



the



me.

the



and



the



are



the



pinnacles



building



away



with



salute



from



glass



I



her



leader



hurtles

the



the



the



and



from

behind



I'm



marble



risen



glance



in



the



to



I



share



curving



observed



have



both



towards



walls



we



from.



still



there,



stairs



us



monorail



approach



have



past



we



of



radii



It's



to



I



that



overhead



me



is



polished



outer



the



protects



statues



origin.



before



of



Xan



green



cross



twin



dome



excitement



iridescent

We



speaks



in



stands



from



me



and



I



columns



on



the



building



from



distance



stadium,



a

to



my



and



destiny.



#

CHAPTER TWO

Assesment admittance

I

assessment

of

and



the

only



granted



have



seen



process



for



graduating

those

full

Each



who



the



brutality



the



class



Katanian

of



the



Agoge;



will



complete



be



of



the



annual



only



the



very



selected



their



training



for



best



service,



will



be



citizenship.

candidates



know



what



will



be
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waiting



for



vomitorium

watched

hours



us

into



from

training



remember



the



A



admission



man



with



experience



and



his



eyes,

dare

in

him



which

to



the



piercing



and



have



ask.



seen



The



stomach



dragged



as



from



assessment.

I



find



myself



at



dark-haired



feels



like



they



Chief



of



his



are



Ephora

years



carved

the



than



decision



Praetorian



in



tall



in



more



final



honourable



Guard



about



in



the



creases

of



would

who



rests



of



of



corners



anyone



could



his

ever



would



with



serve



him



and



alone.

"Name‽"



unnecessary



He



"Chip‽"

I

forearm



asks,



not



wasting



breath



on



any



pleasantries.



"Cassius



my



etched



countless



a



Maxton,



weight



have



my



bodies



by



it



I



gym



in



queuing



responsibility



brow



the



their



confronted



The



at



broken



moments



Ariston



Guard.



across



and



the



dedicated



tightens



few



so



Praetorian



time



fear



from



childhood



have



failed



desk,



stone:



and



free

of



forth



Since



they



a



eyes



penetrate



my



bruised



after



the



arena.



knot



After



spill



stands



in



the



arena



we



the



the



preparation.

I



when



Pandora."

he



present

that



demands.

my



bears



arm

my



and



he



scans



identification



the

chip,



mark



in



holding
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