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FAMILIES WHO CELEBRATE DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS USE 
MARIGOLD PETALS TO HELP GUIDE THEIR ANCESTORS HOME. 

FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW TO CREATE YOUR OWN PAPER
 MARIGOLDS FOR YOUR BEDSIDE TABLE, BUREAU OR DESK.  

WHAT YOU NEED: ORANGE CONSTRUCTION PAPER, SCISSORS, 
A DRINKING GLASS, A PENCIL, GLUE

BLOOM
Paper

CREATE A CONE  
Hold all 3 circles 

together and fold in 
half. Then fold in 

half again to create 
a cone shape. 

OPEN THE CONE 
Unfold the cone. 
Then cut more 

slits so the flower 
has multiple 

petals. 

DRAW THE 
CIRCLES 

Use the drinking 
glass to draw 3 circles 
on a piece of orange 
construction paper. 

Cut them out.  

MAKE A CUT   
Cut a slit from 

the curved end of 
the paper cone, 

leaving about 1/3 of 
it untouched. 

Make sure a grown-up helps you with these projects!
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DRAW & CUT 
To create the flower’s 
stamen, draw a shape 
that resembles a hair 

comb on a strip of
paper. Cut it out. 

COMPLETE YOUR 
FLOWER 

Add a few drops of glue 
to the center of your 

flower. Gently press the 
base of the stamen into 
the glue and hold for 30 
seconds. Repeat the steps 
to create a full bouquet! 

GLUE
 THE PETALS  
To create a fuller 

flower, layer several 
petals on top of each 
other. Attach them 

together using a few 
drops of glue.

ROLL & CUT 
Roll your “paper comb” 

into a tight bundle. 
Make a few cuts into 

each triangular section 
until you’re left with 

numerous wisps
 of orange paper.  
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Make sure a grown-up helps you with these projects!
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FAMILY

DIARY
Food

A

ASK 3 FAMILY MEMBERS TO NAME 
THEIR FAVORITE HOME-COOKED MEAL, 

ALONG WITH AN ADJECTIVE THEY 
WOULD USE TO DESCRIBE IT AND 

A MEMORY THEY ASSOCIATE WITH 
THE DISH. THEN ASK THEM WHAT 

THE DISH LOOKED LIKE, AND DRAW IT. 
FILL IN THE LAST FRAME WITH 

DETAILS OF YOUR FAVORITE DISH. 

FAVORITE
MEAL

MEMORY

NAME

ADJECTIVE

DRAW THE DISH!
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Make sure a grown-up helps you with these projects!
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FAVORITE
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TIP:
Cut these out, 
make copies 

and staple them 
together to create 

your own family 
food diary!Make sure a grown-up helps you with these projects!
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A MUSICIAN’S FRIEND
USE THE CUTOUTS ON THIS PAGE

TO DECORATE YOUR FAVORITE
INSTRUMENT OR ROOM!
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Make sure a grown-up helps you with these projects!
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Make sure a grown-up helps you with these projects!
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DREAM
Sparked

MIGUEL OFFERS TO PLAY A SONG ON HIS GUITAR 
FOR HIS FAMILY, BUT THEIR RESPONSE IS NOT 

WHAT HE EXPECTED. FIND THE 5 DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN THE TWO PICTURES BELOW.
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DANTE IS OUT LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING TO EAT! FIND THE PATH 

THAT WILL LEAD HIM TO SOME
 YUMMY PAN DULCE. 

LUNCH
Looking for

A

FINISH

START

C

B
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FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW FOR AS MUCH AS YOU KNOW. 
THEN SHARE YOUR ANSWERS WITH A GRANDPARENT TO 

SEE HOW MANY YOU GOT RIGHT! IF YOU CAN’T TALK 
TO YOUR GRANDPARENTS, ASK SOMEONE ELSE 

IN YOUR FAMILY WHO MIGHT KNOW. 

YOU KNOW
How Well Do

Your Grandparents?

My MOTHER/FATHER’s parents are named 

 and .

My grandfather was born in the city of  in the year . 

My grandmother was born in the city of  in the year . 

They met at  around  years ago.

My grandfather has  siblings and my grandmother has  siblings.

PICK ONE!

Circle either 

"mother" or 

"father."
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My grandfather’s favorite hobby is .

My grandmother’s favorite song is . 

My grandfather’s favorite food is .

My grandmother’s favorite holiday is .

My first memory of my grandparents is when

.

My grandparents’ favorite quality about me is my 

.
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DESIGN HECTOR A DISGUISE SO THAT HE CAN CROSS 
THE MARIGOLD BRIDGE TO THE LAND OF THE LIVING.

DISGUISE
Héctor’s
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FIND THE FOUR PAIRS OF 
MATCHING COLORFUL SKULLS, AND DRAW A 

LINE CONNECTING EACH MATCHING PAIR. 

Colorful

COUPLES
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ANSWER: Guitar
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Día de los Muertos
Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) is a Mexican holiday that celebrates ancestors 
every year on November First and Second. Families gather to remember their loved 

ones by making special foods, creating family altars with photos and mementos, and 
decorating the graves of family members. Find and circle the words below that are 

related to this holiday. Look forward, backward, diagonally, up, and down.

Family  Ofrenda         Photos
Marigold  Skeleton         Guitar
               Memories
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ANSWERS: 
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STUDY THIS SCENE OF MIGUEL'S OFRENDA TO ERNESTO 
DE LA CRUZ FOR 30 SECONDS. THEN COVER IT AND ANSWER 

THE FIVE QUESTIONS BELOW TO TEST YOUR MEMORY. 

MOMENT
Seize Your

What is Miguel 
doing in the scene?

A. Playing his guitar 
B. Lighting a candle 

C. Writing a song

How many 
candles are in 

the scene?

A. 1     B. 5     C. 10

A bouquet of 
white roses is displayed

on the ofrenda. 

TRUE or FALSE 

How many mariachi 
figurines are displayed 

on the ofrenda?

A. 3     B. 8     C. 12

What is lying on the
 floor near Miguel’s knees?

A. Dante 
B. An empty glass bottle 

C. Miguel’s guitar 
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CUT OUT THE SHAPES 
To access the shapes on the inside of the 

template, fold it again. Make sure to also cut 
around the edges. 

3

CREATE YOUR VERY OWN PAPEL PICADO BY FOLLOWING THE 
INSTRUCTIONS BELOW AND USING THE CUTOUT TEMPLATE ON 

THE NEXT PAGE. WHAT YOU NEED: AT LEAST 4 SHEETS OF CREPE 
PAPER IN DIFFERENT COLORS, SCISSORS, MASKING TAPE

COLOR On
a String

TAPE THE CREPE 
Secure the top of your book with 
masking tape so the crepe paper 

doesn’t slip when you are cutting out 
the shapes. Carefully cut out all the 

shapes on the interior of the template.

2

PREPARE THE PAPER 
Cut out the template on the next 

page and fold it down the middle. 
Fold 4 sheets of the crepe paper in 
half and assemble a “book” with 
the template sheet as the cover. 

1

Make sure a grown-up helps you with these projects!
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SEPARATE THE 
SHEETS 

Flatten out your 
book and remove 

the template cover. 
Be careful when 

separating the sheets 
of crepe paper as they 
can be quite fragile. 

4

COMPLETE YOUR GARLAND 
Unroll a length of masking tape and lay it 
on a flat surface with the sticky side up. 

Carefully place the sheets facedown 
on the masking tape in alternate colors. 

Then, fold the masking tape over to create 
your garland! You can also string the 

banners onto garden twine. 

5
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Make sure a grown-up helps you with these projects!
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